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History of the Ecumenical Movement ; ) 


L 
sae Information has been received fron Bishop Stephen Neill, txecutive 


Vice-Chairman of the Committee on the History of the Ecumenical Movenent, that 
the final pages of the History have now been passed to the printer, and pants 
cation is guaranteed for March 17, 1954 in England, and for a slightly later 
date in New York, The English price has been definitively fixed at 32/6 | 
_ (approximately Swefr. 20-~). 


This book of 840 pages in 16 chapters by 15 writers of various Churches 
and countries contains information never before made conveniently available, i 
and indispensable to those who wish to follow the development of the contempor- 
ary ecumenical movement and to take part intelligently in it. The delegates to ie 
‘Evanston and other ecumenical meetings in particular will find that the book ee 
contains answers to many of their questions, A fvll bibliography and index Bes 
make the book easy to use, and point the way to further study for those who 
: desire to follow up in detail any particular line of ecumenical development. 


Copies may be ordered in advance through the World Council of Churches, — MG 


17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, : HeP.S.Geneva * 
UNITED STATES New Members of the orld Couns of Christian ea 
te . wis iy ‘ Education | “ink 

a a 
. At its meeting held in Buck Hill Falls on ecerbes 15, 1953, the Divi- S 
sion of Foreign Missions of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the Oe 


U.S.A, voted to request enrollment as a constituent unit of the World Council fs 
. of Christian Education and Sunday School Association. Inasmuch as the Board ‘ 
of Managers of the Council had already signified its willingness to accede to 
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> feenmentcal Press Service ts 6 i eet its readers informed of feu af Phonght and opinion in 


‘ang Christian Monements. Tt as there fore net to be held responsible , for opinions expressed in. its nen: ¢ items. 


No, 1 - January 8, 1954 -2~ 7 2 


the request, the relationship had been officially established, The Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council has been, for many years, in similar 


association with the Council, E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN "Shock Troops" for Church Unity in Scotland 


In "Life and Work", the record of the Church of Scotland (January 
1954), the Ecumenial Youth Council of Scotland reports on "shock troops" for 
church unity: 


"The cloister gateway of lona Abbey was all complete except for the 
keystone, On the first day of the SEYC's work-conference last autumn that key- 
stone was laid in place, An Anglican from Australia, a Lutheran from Sweden, 

a Reformed churchman from Belgium, a Presbyterian from Nigeria, and a Congregat- 
ionalist from Scotland combined to lay it. 


"That act was symbolic; for here was a group of young church members 
deeply concerned about the need today for all Christians to come together across 
the barriers of division. The theme of the conference was 'The Kingdom of fod! 
- the presentation of the Gospel, and the building of the Kingdom, 


"One thing to be reported is that there was manifest impatience with 
the slowness of ecumenical progress, Natural enough perhaps in young people 
between 18 and 35; and yet it was a responsible impatience, There were noh- 
Anglicans who had responsibly challenged themselves and others by asking for 
Communion in Episcopal churches, There were many whe had found, and more who 
found at the conference, that working together in kitchen and harvest-field, and 
locally in the service cf the community, does more than much argument to obliter- 


ate the 'non-theological factors of denominationalism'...! B.P.o.Geneva 
TANGANYIKA Seven Lessons to be Learned from Kenya 


The Bishop of Central Tanganyika, the Right Rev, A, Stanway, speaking 
at the opening of the Central Tanganyika Anglican Synod, December 3, 1953, said 
that the Church in Tanganyika was set today in the midst not only of its own 
problems but of those that may arise from the countries which were close to it. 
They noticed with sorrow and apprehension the disastrous outlook of the present 
South African Government on the question of race relationships, 


In Central Africa there were great probsems to be worked out which 
would be watched with increasing interest and earnest hopes for their success. 


"To the north Kenya, our sister diocese, indeed our mother diocese, for 
we were once part of the Diocese of Mombasa," the Bishop said, “is passing through 
a time of severe trial. There are many lessons to be learned from the troubles 
in Kenya, The following seem to stand out in my mind: 


"]) That grievances not rectified soon gather for themselves other 
grievances, real and imagined, that make a solution increasingly difficult and 
if they continue to be ignored give to unscrupulous leaders the raw material for 
revolution and bloodshed, 
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"2) That in a multi-racial society such as we have in East Africa those 
white or black who have a deep racial prejudice are the enemies of society and 
are a disruptive force in the country. 


"3) That education without real spiritual convent is not an enriching 
force and soon becomes a destroying one, 


'4) That Christianity does provide a positive corrective to all views 
based on prejudice and pride,and we are glad that from its earliest days the 
Church in this land recognises no racial barriers, that ‘there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, there is neithter bond nor free, there is neither male nor female! 
but that we are tall one in Christ Jesus’, 


"5) In the educational field, particularly concerning the financial 
aspect of the work, there was room for much improvement, 

'6) The zeal of missionaries can easily outrun their wisdom and they 
are prone to undertake more than can effectively be accomplisned which can so 
easily lead to the lowering of standards and the waste of resources. Against 
this danger we need to be constantly on our guard, 


"'7) Unless we are blind to the movements of history, then we must re- 
Ccognise that East Africa is at the cross-roads and if Government educational 
policy fails then there is no hope at all for the future, At the moment the 
present policy is causing the small financial mission resources to be spread 
over an increasingly wider field, the end of which can only means insufficient 
equipment, dissatisfied staff and failure, where a more just system of grants 


could easily produce success," E.P.S.Geneva 
HONG KONG Flames Sweep Through Chinese Refugees! Homes 


‘A token gift has been sent to Chinese refugees made homeless by the 
disastrous fire which broke out on Christmas Day in Kowloon, According to the 
United Press reports from Hong Kong, three persons died, fifty were injured, and 
between 50,000 and 60,000 persons were left homeless by the fire. It is report- 
ed that flames raged through 15 square kilometers of a refugee-packed squatterd 
area on the fringe of the colony. 


The immediate help coming from Geneva consisted of $500 from the 
Lutheran World Federation's Department of World Service, and $500 from the De- 
partment of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of 
Churches, The token amount is being administered by Pastor Ludwig Stumpf, 
WCC/LWF representative in Hong Kong who operates the joint office in behalf of 


the 2uropean refugees from China. E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES | Four Lutheran Churches Complete Merger Plans 


A blueprint for merger of four of the eight church bodies co-operating 
in the National Lutheran Council into a new church of more than 1,800,000 members 
was completed at a three-day session in Chicago, December 7-9, 1953, of the Joint 
Union Committee. The next steps toward merger are now up to the 1954 conven- 
tions of the church bodies involved in the merger negotiations, the 36-member 
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Union Committee announced, Involved in the negotiations are the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, American Lutheran Church, Lutheran Free Church, and the United 


Evangelical Lutheran Church. BoP.S.Geneva 
FINLAND Gains and Losses of the Church 


With the exception of the baptised children, 8,590 persons joined the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland from 1947 te 1951, according to the new 
five-year summary of the Church recently published in Helsinki. During the same 
period 56,252 persons left the Church; 11,455 did it for religious reasons 
which are mainly due to the intense influence of the Pentecostals, and 40,293 
persons left the Church because of a general religious indifference or because 
of the atheistic propaganda carried on by the I'ree Thinkers! Alliance, Most 
people stated that the reason for their separation was the “high church taxes", 
(It should be mentioned that the church taxes form only 1% of the taxable income 
and that poor people are exempted from taxes), At the end of 1950, still 95,16% 


of the population were members of the Church of Finland, E,P.S,.Geneva 
ITALY Revocation of a Waldension Professor 


The Waldensian Table in Rome has sent us the following communication: 


"A lecturer, who is a member of the Waldensian Church of Italy, had 
been unanimously appointed by the University of Messina to take charge of the 
courses on the History of Christianity, Shortly afterwards he was dismissed 
from his position, the Council of the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy of the 
University stating that they preferred to drop the course altogether rather than 
to entrust it to a non-Roman Catholic professor, 


"The Waldensian Table deplores such acts of religious intolerance with- 
in the cultural sphere, : 


"It firmly protests against this manifest violation of Articles 3 and 
33 of the Italian Constitution, stipulating that all citizens are equal before 
the law, without distinction of religion, and that the teaching of any subject 
is entirely free, . 


"It publicly denounces this fresh case of religious intolerance, which 
practically destroys the freedom granted to the Waldensians in 1848, throwing 
open every academic rank to them, as recognised in the patents of emancipation 
of February 17th," 


University professors and other personalities have signed a protest 
drawn up by the Italian Association for Freedom of Culture, protesting against 
the action of the Council of the Faculty of Arts and Philosophy of the University 
of Messina, . E.P.S.Geneva 


FRANGE The Society of vesus Withdraws its Worker-Priests 


The Very Reversnd Father Janssens, General of the Society of Jesus, 
has requested the Provincials of France to withdraw the worker-priests. 
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"This special measure undertaken by the Society" (writes "La Croix" of 
December 20, 1953) "may be taken up by ‘the other orders or congregations whose 
members are worker-priests, but we have no definite information about this at 
present, The measure should not in principle affect the directives given by the 
three French cardinals on their return from Rome, for these directives applied 


only to diocesan priests" (see EPS No. 44, 1953). ; E.P.S.Geneva, 
GERMANY Bishop Dibelius on the Forthcoming Four Power 
Conference 


On New Year's day Bishop eae of Berlin held divine service in the 
Marienkirche in Raster Berline 


He ‘spoke of the failure of the frontal attack of barefaced materialism 
on the German people in the past year, and claimed it would have as little 
success.in the coming year. But there was a danger that through force of cir- 
cumstances, family traditions or personal guilt men would become estranged from 
the higher world and a relationship with God, This danger existed equally in 
West and East, as much in América and France as in Germany, It will be also 
very difficult for those returning home, who for years have heard nothing of 
this world, to become used to the idea that there are other things besides the 
misery of everyday life, Therefore it is most important that in the New Year we 
should all be of good heart, strong in our faith, in love and in hope. The 
experiences of the Church's struggle during the Nazi régime have proved a great 
source of strength, the bishop added, We know from those days that God's grace 
Will lead us through all hours of despair. . 


It is unspeakably difficult to follow the command of Love in these 
catastrophic times, We must say No to the teachings of those who do not per- 
ceive Christ as the focus of life and thought, we must say thousand times No to 
the means whereby they will inculcate this teaching, yet we should love as brothers 
those whom we thus refute, 


As regards the coming days "pregnant with fate", the meeting of the 
representatives of the Great Powers in Berlin, continued Bishop Dibelius: Many 
shrug their shoulders when asked what they hope of the conference. They fear 
that at this conference each will deliver his own monologue and has formulated, 
already his own opinions, These feelings conceal a real fear that we shall again 
have our hopes dashed and see this conference go. to pieces, "In the West people 
may take these things far more calmly than we in the East", said Bishop Dibelius. 
"But with us in the East there lies behind all cries of scepticism the quiet but 
passionate prayer 'Let it not be in vain, let it be a step towards the unity of 
our fatherland', And if everything fails? If God wills that the German people 
remain divided? Better to continue in hope until death than to perish in unbe- . 
lief, All the more may God give us a good courage for the coming year", con- 


cluded Bishop Dibelius. AR Mib E.P.S.Geneva 
FRANCE | Message of the Reformed Church of France on the Week of, 


‘Prayer fi for Christian Unity 


"For ninety-six years the Protestant Churches have been praying for 
unity", the Message says; “and now in response to the appeal of the World Evan- 
gelical. Alliance the National Youncil of the Reformed Church of France has re- 
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cently received a great many requests asking for directives concerning the pos- 
sibility of uniting with the Catholics in a ‘Week of Prayer for Church Unity’. 
As everyone knows, in 1907 two Anglican pastors - Watson and Spencer - took the 
initiative by inviting their fellow-Christians to devote a week in January to 
pray for Christian unity, namely the week which (according to the calendar of 
the Roman Church) falls between the festival of the Holy See and the festival of 
the conversion of Saint Paul. In December 1909 Pius X bestowed his blessing on 
this initiative. Then in 1937 Abbé Couturier prceposed an additional celebratson, 
side by side with this Catholic ‘Week of Unity'; this would be a 'Week of world 
prayer for the Unity of Christians' open to all by an act of faith. For several 
years the World Council of Churches has been urging its member Churches to adopt 
the custom of celebrating this week." (In actual fact, this week has for many 
years been observed by the Faith and Order Movement. Editor's note). 


"What is the significance of this effort undertaken in common with 
Catholics, especially in this year 1954, ‘the year of Mary', the centenary of 
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception? Are we obliged simply to confirm our 
painful disunity? Or can we, on the other hand, witness together that we know 
that unity is in the hands of our Lord, in spite of everything? These are the 
questions that are raised for us. 


"A thorough study of our present relations with the Roman Church will 
be undertaken by the synods of 1954~55. The remarks and suggestions collected 
by the National Vouncil are therefore merely provisional in character and are 
confined to a problem that is precise, though emblematic. However, we can start 
with one affirmation that is irrefutable: a discussion between expert Christ- 
ians, representing the two Churches, may sometimes clear up many artificial 
misunderstandings. But there is a danger that prayer in common may become a 
hypocrisy if Protestants and Catholics each retain their own conception of unity, 
and the way to bring it about, while using the same words, This raises the 
question how ‘to tell the truth in love,.'! 


"We believe we have remained loyal to the bases of the Reformation. 
At the same time we believe that some of our Catholic brethren really share in 
what we regard as the great affirmations concerning faith, and that we have real 
communion with them, But people who claim allegiance to the Roman Church must 
be respected in that capacity, as Catholics. They profess membership of a Church 
which has in no way modified its attitude concerning the reunion of the 'separat- 
ed brethren', and which still declares itself to be the only true Church, The 
Roman Church does not recognise any other kind of unity but the unconditional 
return of all dissenters within the bosom of the mother-Church which, thanks to 
its infallible authority, is the only body which can define the truths of the 
Christian faith, Although certain Roman Catholics try to dissimulate about 
this, the priests and religious persons authorised by the hierarchy to attend 
the inter-confessional meetings in France openly declare it. One of them writes, 
When the Protestant pauses on his way because of his litteral interpretation ~ 
of Biblical facts, he may feel some anxiety about the goal which his Catholic 
brother is approaching in the light of the Living Church -drayn with him as he’is 
by an irresistible movement. In any case the Protestant will for the first time 
have caught a glimpse of Catholic dogma, in its true light. And we Catholics 
shall be far from taking such Protestant thought lightly; we shall appreciate 
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the loyalty of Protestant research and its obedience to Scripture, while re- 
gretting the inadequacy of such obedience'., ('De l'esprit et des taches oecu- 
méniques' by Maurice Villain). 


"That is an example of the misunderstandings that may arise when our 
attitude is not clear, Catholics regard any public manifestation of Christian 
brotherhood as an opportunity for Protestants to return 'step by step! to Rome 
(‘Step by Step', article by the Rev.Father Riquet in the 'Figaro', Jan.27,1953). 


"We must therefore ask ourselves (in order to remain true to ourselves) 
whether we are not giving the impression of being less divided than we really 
are and whether we are not delaying the hour of unity for which we pray instead 
of hastening it, by giving birth to chimerical hopes or by scandalising other 
brethren, 


We therefore think it desirable that pastors, elders and members of 
the French Reformed Church, realising this, should be wise and prudent in exercis-— 
ing the liberty of God's children, They should ask themselves whether the prin- 
ciples of their Catholic interlocutors do not throw a different meaning from 
their own on the proposed prayer: ‘that the unity of God's Kingdom may be made 
manifest, as Christ intends, by the means that He wills’. 


"Of course, we make this prayer our own, We rejoice to perceive here 
and there the signs of our Lord working towards the unity of His Church, especial- 
ly in the suffering which Christians feel owing to their division, We ask Him 
to pour out His Spirit on our common misery and to show us Himself what He 
wishes us to do now in order to bring all His sheep into one fold," ~° 
E.P.S.Geneva 


World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s 


The Y.M.C.A, has begun its preparations for the World Centennial (on- 
ference which will be held in Paris in 1955. The January edition of the illus- 
trated monthly prblication "World Communiqué" published in Geneva by the World's 
Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s gives a lively account of these preparations. The year 
1954 is to be a year of opportunity in witness of the Y.M.C.A. throughout the 
world. A cross section of the work of the Association which began its life as 
a World Alliance in 1855 is shown to the reader in word and picture in "World 
Communiqué", This publication, extremely well presented, is obtainable through 
the World's Alliance of Y.M.C.A.s, 37 quai Wilson, Geneva, Siitzerland, 

EeP.S.e Geneva 


Ueto mers Journal of the Patriarchate of Moscow Attains its 
ae Tenth Year 


The latest edition of the "Journal of the Patriarchate of Moscow" looks 
back on ten years of life, As will be remembered, this periodical, the first 
publication of the Russian Orthodox Church after the Revolution, came out on 
September 13, 1943, after the enthronement of Metropolitan Sergius as Patriarch 
of Moscow and all Russia, that is, in the middle of the second World War, and it 
has appeared regularly ever since, The periodical is the official organ of the 
Russian Orthodox Church and as such keeps its readers informed of happenings in 
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the life of the Russian Church, and is bringing to bear more and more on "the 
question of theological and politico-clerical discussion with other Orthodox 
Churches and with the opponents of the Russian Orthodox Church," ‘The journal 
gives special attention to the struggle for peace, 


The preface of the current number ends with the appeal that more 
people should contribute to the publication of the periodical, and states that 
the journal has chosen as its aim "the reflection in its columns of the spirit- 
ual, inner being of our great and heroic age, so that we may see in all its 
changes the mark of the Divine Providence." E.P.S.Geneva 


The Ecumenical Review 


The first article in the January number of "The Ecumenical Review" 
(Volume VI, No, 2) is on "The Christian Hope and the Unity of the Church" by 
Professor Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg, The same number also contains other 
meterial dealing with the extensive preparations for the Second Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches at Evanston next August, the theme of which is "Christ 
- the Hope of the World," 


There are articles by Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of India on "The Present 
Christ and the Coming Christ", and on "The Hope of the Marxist", "A Multi-Racial 
Church in a Multi-Racial Society," "The Three Divisions in the Life of the 
Church,"' "Mission and Eschatology," "The Task of Communication" and "The 
Ecumenical Idea in the Czech Reformation" (the last by Professor Bednar), All 
these articles, written by people from different countries, deal with matters 
which will receive further attention at Evanston, which will be a forum of 
world-wide discussion on the burning questions concerning the whole work of the 
Church today, 


The Ecumenical Chronicle describes the response to the Third World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order held at Lund in 1952 from different Churches in the 
U.S.A., Canada, Great Britain and Ireland. The refugee problem is again brought 
to our notice by reports on the Palestinian refugees and on the service to re- 
fugees in South America, with special emphasis on the plans for their permanent 
settlement. Extracts are given from the report of a study-group on the Hungar- 
ian Ecumenical Study Commission in Budapest, which is studying the theme of the 
Evanston Assembly. A memorial notice by Arotibishop 3rillioth on Professor Jens 
Ngrregaard (Professor of Church History) who died in the summer of 1953, pays 
tribute to the work done by this pioneer in the struggles for church unity. 


The World Council Diary gives a brief summary of the immediate prepara- 
tions for Evanston in the U.S-A., the world consultation on Inter-Church aid, 
and the work of the Commission on the Life and Work of Women in the Church, 
E.P.S Geneva 
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LATIN AMERICA | | Help to Orthodox Communities 


- Orthodox Churches in Latin América have increased from ten in 1945 
to thirty-one today. This fact was revealed in a report issued by A. Mouravieff, 
the World Council of Churches! Department of Interchurch Aid and Refugee 
Service Department's coordinator for resettlement in South America, The new 
congregations, most of them Russian Orthodox Churches, are chiefly the result 
of immigration. Members are mostly former refugees who have been resettled in 
eee American countries since the end of rs War II. ‘ 


The new Churches generally grew out of the initiative of these new a 
settlers and increased in the various countries between 1945 and 1953 as ihe 
follows: from 1 to 12 in Argentine, 4 to 10 in Brazil, 1 to 2 in Chile, 3 to 
4in Paraguay, 0 to 1 in Peru and 1 to 2 in Uruguay, There are many older 
established Syrian Orthodox Churches and at least one Ukrainian Orthodox VB a 
Churches in Latin America also. | 

Perhaps andi cette of the general morale in Latin America is the state- 
ment of Ludwig Stumpf, WCC /LWF representative in Hong Kong, who visited Brazil 
recently, Pastor Stumpf said it was one of the most moving experiences in his 


new dignity" worshipping together after he had seen them, but a few months a 


4 earlier, come out of China to his Hong Kong office in rags, thin and pale and 


— unkempt. | . £.P.S.Geneva 
_ HONG KONG | | Ne ‘ metal ciate Church Help for Disaster-Stricken _ , 
eens 7 Hong ‘Kong 9) <i 


Church World Service (the Central Department of the National Council 
of the tee ea of Christ in he U.S.A.) sent cheoelnd help to 70,000 Chinese 


/ 
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refugees made homeless and destitute in Hong Kong by a Christmas Night fire in 
that overcrowded city (see EPS No, 1). Over 320,000 pounds of food and cloth- 
ing was made available fcr immediate use in aiding victims of the disaster. 


The supplies being put into immediate distribution are in excess of 
70,000 pounds of clothing and 140,000 pounds of food on hand in Hong Kong ware- 
houses, as well as 50,000 pounds of clothing and 62,000 pounds of dried milk 
powder shipped to Hong Kong during the last two months and scheduled to arrive 
there within the next. few days, Also, $10,000 has been forwarded by cable to 
Hong Kong to be used in the emergency by the Hong Kong Advisory Committee, The 
money represents the amount thus far contributed from year-end balances by 
denominationel relief agencies of the Congregational Christian Churches, the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, the Methodist Church, and the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. This amount will be increased as further contributions 


are received from other Churches in response to the emergelicy. E.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA 3 Conference on Race Relations 


The concluding statement of the Conference of church leaders convened 
in Pretoria on November 17-19, 1953 (see EPS No. 44) by the Federal Missionary 
Council of the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa drawn up in Afrikaans, has 
now oeen published in English, Jt says in parts 


",..1t was sincerely felt that during the discussions we were meeting 
one another primarily as Chyvistians and only afterwards as representatives of 
different national groups, The talks were of a church or missionary nature and 
not political... 


"In the words of one of the representatives, these differences divided 
the conference into three groups - those who sincerely believed in a righteous 
racial separation in the Church based on the Scriptures; secondly, those who 
made no such confession, but nevertheless practised some form of separation 
because circumstances demanded it, although such separation did not correspond 
with the ideals of the Christian Church; thirdly, those who were convinced that 
separation in the Church was wrong and stood condemned according to Scripturees. 


"The talks have produced no change of views, nor was this expected. 
But the following sentiment was continually voiced: We cannot share your be- 
liefs and convictions, but we gladly acknowledge your honesty and right to pro- 
fess those convictions, 


"..eo.lt was realised anew that the first task of us all is to bring the 
Gospel to Non-Europeans and to build upthe Church of Christ amongst them. It 
may indeed be stated that a considerable part of our talks were not concerned 
with dispute but rather with mutual consultation on the ways and means of more 
effective evangelisation and organisation. It was remarkable that, in spite 
of grave differences of missionary policy, practical missicnaary work of the 
various Churches was very much of a pattern, Because this is so, we urge that 
un-Christian compstition between the Churches should be discouraged in order to 
set an example to Non-Eurcpeans, 
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"It was generally felt that Non-Europeans have a claim to right and 
justice in all matters, great and small, but that there should be no talk of 
rights if there were not also admittance of fundamental duties," 


A number of resolutions were unanimously passed, of which we quote the 
following: 


'This conference places on record its gratitude to God for the one 
common ground which we possess in Holy Writ, Hence we would record our very 
great debt to the invaluable work which the British and Foreign Bible Societyes 
has been doing for 150 years and is still doing to make possible Christian 
missions, by furnishing all Churches with Bibles in many languages, This 
Society brings all Churches together on common ground, and we appeal for more 
wholehearted support for the Society by all Christians through their prayers 
and gifts. 


"This conference is convinced that better understanding of the Christ- 
ian Churches will be fostered by an exchange of church news through the radio, 
and recommends this measure to the required authorities... \e appeal to the 
Churches to do everything in their power to establish at least one Afrikaans 
and one “nglish Press Bureau," 


The Federal Missionary Council announced that it has decided to hold, 
at a later date, a more comprehensive Conference to which will be invited 
white and non-white representatives of Churches and missionary societies in 


South Africa, E.ePeS.eGeneva 
UNITED STATES Race Relations Sunday 


"America is taking important strides toward improved relations among 
racial groups", the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
declared on January 10. 


In a message addressed to the 35,000,000 members of its 30 constituent 
denominations on the occasion of Race Kelations Sunday, February 14, the Coun- 
cil singled out these areas of progress: 


Education: A long series of court decisions is gradually opening up 
the universities to all persons, 


Housing: In some cities it is less difficult for a member of a minor- 
ity group to rent or buy or build a home in an attractive neighbourhood, 


Employment: It is becoming easier for a man to get and hold a job 
regardless of his ancestry, 


Travel: Travel in public conveyances is more congenial for Negroes 
than it was, 


Political rights: The franchise is denied to fewer persons, 


lynchings: Se rare, one may soon be able to say they no longer take 
‘place. 
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On the debit side, the Council message said that "judged from the 
perspective of Christian insight, even the progress made in secular life is be- 
lated and far from adequate," 


Within the Churches themselves, however, "significant advance needs 
to be made" toward racially inclusive membership and worship, the Council warn- 
eds "It is still true that only in exceptional instances do white and non- 
white Christians worship regularly together," 


Declaring that Christians must practice what is preached, the message 
called for elimination of racial discrimination within the Churches themselves 
and in church~related institutions such as hospitals, schools and homes for the 
aged, The demands of Christian conscience are so clear and unmistakable and oft- 
repeated convictions so unequivocal and compelling," the statement declared, 

"that the genuine satisfaction cof partial progress in secular affairs is can- 
celled out by the continuing condemnation of ourselves for failing to live as 
children of God, brothers of one another." 


The message, which will be quoted in the pulpits of many of the 
147,000 local Churches embraced by the National Council , also termed a Christ- 
ian attack on existing racial barriers a "medicine for the healing of the 
nations." "The non-white peoples of the world are unconvinced by a Christian- 
ity which accepts a colour line," it declared, 

Coupled with the statement was a call to action repared by the Coun- 
cil's Department of Racial and Cultural Relations, urging practising Christ- 
ians to learn the basic facts about the race situation, to examine their own 
attitude, to participate in local groups striving for better relations, and 
support legislation aimed at assuring human rights to all regardless of race. 
Churches were urged to include all people in membership and activities regard- 
less of race and to foster study and programme groups that would work for 
elimination of all discrimination, 


A study of racial inclusion in the Churches, carried out by the Depart- 
ment over the past three years, will be made public in June, The survey will 
show present practices in the Churches of three denominations and will throw 


light on successful methods used to overcome the problem. E.P.S.Geneva 
a For Better Understanding Between Protestants 


and Roman Catholics 


Better understanding between Protestants and Roman Catholics was urged 
at the inaugural meeting of the "Alliance Canadienne" at Toronto. The new 
organisation seeks to promote amity between French and English-speaking 
Canadians, : | 


Father Arthur Maheux, history professor at Laval University in Quebec 
and one of the Alliance organisers, stressed the importance of "understanding 
rather than fearing one ancther'ts religion," 
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Speaking on behalf of the Protestant representatives, Dr C.B. Silcox 
of Toronto, a United Church of Canada minister, termed the Alliance an "exper- 
im-nt which will make not only a new Canada but show the way to a new world," 


Dr Silcox said that in today's ould. where Christianity itself is at 
stake, it is up to Canada to set an example in international relations by 
welding a united country out »f two distinct cultures, "United we may stand," 


he said, "but divided we will inevitably fall," E.P.o.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN New Translation of the Bible 


It is hoped to have a new translation of the New Pstament ready for 
printing by the beginning of 1958, states the Joint Committee on New Transla- 
tion of the Bible on which are represented the Church of England, the Church 
of Scotland, the major English Free Churches, the Society of Friends and the 
Churches in Wales and Ireland, together with the British and Scottish Bible 
Societies. 


In view of the difficulties of language which many people experience 
today if they try to read the accepted versions of the Scriptures, the Churches 
in Great Britain co-operated, scon after the War, in setting up this Joint 
Commiittee on New Translation of the Bible, to supervise the making of a new 
and authoritative version from the original languages, 


The translaticn is being done by panels of scholars chosen for their 
qualifications in the fieid of Bible studies or as judges of the points of 
English style. The style aimed at is, in the words of Dr C.H, Dodd, who is 
general director of the whole enterprise, "timeless" English, Sad dane both 
archaisms and transient modernisms, but in pursuit ci this ideal, scholarly 
accuracy in translation must not be sacrificed, 


‘The Old Mactande will take several years more to be ready. 
BoPede Geneva 


Usd.5-R, Baptists in the Soviet Union _ 
"Brastky Vestnik", the journal of the Baptists and Evangelical Christ- 
ians in the Soviet Union, brings news of these communities scattered all over 
Russia, As a rule services are held not only on Sundays, but throughout the 
week, The work of the Church is done by preachers with the assistance of 
deacons and helpers of both sexes. Most preachers receive no financial assist- 
ance from the members af their parishss, They work in factories or on the 
land, and work for their parishes in their spare time. In the Kharkov area 
oes are 56 Protestant’ communities with about 6,000 members, In Kharkov it- 
self there is a Baptist church can can accommodate®thousand people. In the 
Baptist church of Moscow, which can.. held 2500 peopre, pander they 125 people 
were baptised in the Pret half of 1953. E.P.9,Geneva 
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Be . _ Resettlement Record Encouraging in 1953 


me. (Geneva):- The World Council of Churches was successful in resettling 
ie 8,881 homeless refugees during 1953, The figure was released this week by the 
beparinent of Inter—Church Aid and eeaeee to R -fugees. 
. | Most of this number emigrated to new countries on an individual basis, 
that is, with the World Council executing individual -dossiers and travel arran- 
: gements for them. The 1953 figure compares most favourably with the number re- 
: settled individually in 1952, Although the year's total reached 10,064 in 1952, 
more than 8,000 of these were immigrants to the United States ahaa on a mass 
oe quota arrangement under the old Displaced Persons Act. In 1953 the World Coun- 
a cil moved 750 refuzess to the United States under a 3-C classification, a 
residual plan from the DP Act, 


ie: Nhe encouraging fains: were made possible in 1953 by the intensified 
and persistent efforts of World Council staff members with the governments of 
_ a handful of countries. In just five countries, for instance, the number of 
immigrants increased from 1952 to 1953 as follows: Canada - 569 to 3,163; 
Australia - 332 to 1,013; Brazil ~ 173 to 2,621; France - 29 to 232; and 
Turkey - 7 to 367. Seine were also recorded in 24 other countries, Slightly 
fewer refugees resettled by the World Council were admitted to Argentine, 
Bolivia, Ecuador, Uruguay, Iran, Norway, Sweden and the United Kingdom. A total 
_ of 2,604 European refugees were moved from the interior of China through Hong 
ae Kong to new homes in other countries, 


et). hs Passage costs for the movement ns these migrants were covered by 
travel loans from funds made available by the Intergovernmental Committee for tes, 
oe European Migration, the International Refugee Organisation Trust Fund, the = 
_ United States Escapee Program and the World Council of Churches. EPS. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Students Seek Greater Unity 


(Bowling Green, Ohio):- Steps towards greater unity among student 
Christian groups on college and university campuses were taken by delegates at 
the Chio Ecumenical Student Conference held from January 1-6, 1954 on the Bowling 
Green State University campus, 


At the close of the meeting a committee representing students of 
various denominations and colleges was appointed to investigate possibilities 
of further interdenominational conferences and projects, “his committee will 
seek the co-operation of various denominational student movements in planning 
future activities, 


The sixty students who attended the conference came from 15 Ohio 
colleges and universities and represented student organisations of the Baptist, 
Disciples of Christ, Episcopal, Evangelical and Reformed, Congregational~ 
Christian, Methodist, lutheran and Presbyterian Churches and the YMCA and YWCA, 


Philippe Maury of France, General Secretary of the World's Student 
Christian Federation, was a principal speaker. 


"The word ecumenical means more than co-operation," he said, "It means 
that Christians of various backgrounds and beliefs seek to express the unity of 
Christ's Church through confrontation with one another, correction of one an- 
other, and helping one another to be closer to the ped Testament Church, 


"The result is a renewal of the Church, an ecumenical 're-formation', 
The ecumenical movement expresses itself through renewed and united efforts in 


service, evangelism, worship, and study," %.P.2.Genéve 
INDIA Conditions of Missionary Work 


Statements made in Parliament in April 1953 by Home Minister Dr K.N. 
Katju (see EPS No. 41, 1953), and interpreted in some quarters as a disparaging 
attack on missionaries, have caused considerable comment, 


A letter recently received in New York by the Division of Foreign 
Missions of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., from 
Dr EH. Charles Bhatty, Secretary of India's National Christian Council, says: 


"T do not think there is any cause fcr special anxiety, As the Prime 
Minister Nehru says, the nationalistic urge has become more widespread, People 
have become more communal during the past year, but that should be expected in 
a country which is passing through a period of transition... ‘e have to deal 
with the present situation with more caution, tact and patience. One thing 
has been revealed: that the Missionary Societies must integrate themselves 
into the Church, and in all our dealings with Government we must speak about 
the Church and not the Mission, We need at this time to emphasise the Indian- 
isation of the leadership of the Church. This does not mean that there will be 
no place for non-Indians in the Church. There will always be much that our 
missionary friends from abroad can do fer the Church here in India,? 
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A report attached to Dr Bhatty's letter shows how the National Christ- 
ian Council cf India was instrumental in clearing up what could have developed 
into a serious misunderstanding, 


For instance, enquiries were being made by the Police and the Central 
Indian Government from individual missionaries "to assess the conversion work 
carried on in recent years, and how many of these conversions were forced," 
The N.C.C. protested against the use of this method. "Now we have learned from . 
reliable sources that the Prime Minister had advised the State Government not 
to use such methods for collecting information about missionaries," the report 
states, 


"In the course of an interview we had with Mr, H.V.R. Iyengar, Home 
Secretary, it became apparent that our apprehensions were not altogether base- 
less. 


"T gathered that the Home Minister felt greatly concerned over the fact 
that Indian Christian leadership in the country was hopelessly insufficient," 
Dr Bhatty writes. "He attributed this: to the large influx of missionaries into 
the country which prevented Christian nationals from doing such jobs as would 
give them opportunities to develop initiative and administrative experiences; 
that missionaries in the future should come only for doing specialised jobs, 
and the normal activities of the Church should be carvied on by the nationals, 


'The Government was made conversant with the developments that had al- 
ready taken place in the Church to train Indian leadership and increasingly 
to devolve upon the nationals a great deal of the responsibilities now carried 
by missionaries, and that a few missions had already implemented this -policy,. 
The Government was evidently satisfied with this information and gave us the 
assurance that it would make no change in its existing policy, and consequently 
the visa applications that had been pending at that time with the Government 
were disposed of in accordance with the procedure in force, Ninety percent of 
the applicants were granted visas. 


"The officials in the Home Ministry agreed that the present procedure 
required modification to make it more convenient and expeditious. In the new 
procedure under the consideration of the Government it is proposed to eliminate 
the police enquiry, and to reduce the responsibility of the State Government 
in the matter of the entry of missionaries to the minimum, It has been suggested 
tothe Government that information regarding individual missionaries in the 
future be secured from the headquarters of the missionary societies or the 
Councils, If Police enquiry is eliminated the N.C.C. as the sponsoring body, 
may be asked to furnish information now furnished by the Police. We have 
learned from reliable sources that these proposals have the approval of the 


Prime Minister," B.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Stanley Jones Honoured on 70th Birthday 


In recognition of Dr HE, Stanley Jones's distinguish-d career as a 
preacher, author, retreat leader and advocate of a united Christianity, twelve 
Simultaneous gatherings were held from coast to coast in the United States. 
The meetings were held in observance of Dr Jones! 70th birthday. 


: 
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At a dinner in New York on January 6, sponsored jointly by the Associa- 
tion for a United Church in America, the Department of Evangelism of the Nation- 
al Council of the Churches «f Christ in the U.S.A., and the Division of ‘World 
Missions of the Methodist Church, Arthur Lall, India's consul general in the 
U.S.A., told the gathering that if the United States sends "more people like 
him" to India, they would help to improve relations between the two countries, 
Although Dr Jones has visited nearly every country, most of his foreign mission~ 
ary activity has centred in India. 


Mr, Lall, an Indian Christian, also expressed gratitude for what the 
evangelist "is doing in this country to make India understood better." He re- 
ferred specifically to Dr Jones! first book, "The Christ of the Indian Road," 
which has sold more than a million copies and been translated into 20 languages, 


Judge Luther W, Youngdahl of the United States District Court in 
Washington D.C., appealed for general Protestant support of the United Church 
movement which Dr Jones has been furthering. 


"The time has come to stress our unity, not our differences," he said. 
"Christ is counting on us - Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Baptists, Method- 


ists, Lutherans - to stand together in His Name," £.P.S.Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Church Growth Reported 


The 11th Synod of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren was 
held in Prague from October 29 to November lst, 1953. The Synod discussed a 
number of important church questions, such as the ordaining of women and pres- 
byters, It was decided to ordain women who had completed their studies in theo- 
logy and to allow them to carry out their spiritual duties, Presbyters will, 
on the decision of the Synod, be ordained only in exceptional cases, 


The main speech was delivered by br V. Hajek, the highest ecclesiastic- 
al authority of the Vhurch of the Czech Brethren, 


"As regards the statistical review", he said, "I would point that 1,169 
brothers and sisters entered our Church during the past year, whereas about 770 
persons left the Church, The number of members of the Church of Czech Brethren 
was about 337,200 towards the end of the year 1952. The Church is divided into 
thirteen seniorates. (districts). 


"Within the framework of these thirteen districts altcgether 247 con- 
gregations, 27 branch congregations and 303 preacher stations were operating. 
Since the last synod 18 new congregations have been set up. We rejoice at this 
expansion of our work and we call on the Lord that He mercifully bless the work 
done by these new centres in the service of His Word, Our young ministers are 

being supplied by the Comenius Faculty of Theology which sends out new proclaim- 
ers of the Word of God every year. These new workers are all well qualified | 
and do their work well, thus giving proof of the conscientious work of the 
professorial staff of the Comenius Faculty, headed by our brother Dean Dr J.L. 
Hromadka..."! B.P.o.Geneva 
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CANADA Protest Banning of "Martin Luther" Film 


(Toronto):— <A protest against the Quebee ban on the motion picture 
'Vartin Luther" was sent to Prime Minister Louis St Laurent and other Canadian 
political leaders at Ottawa by the Canadian Church Press Association, an organ- 
isation of Protestant editors, 


The statement charged that the ban by the Quebec Board of Censors did 
N"orave injustice" to 400,000 Protestants in the Montreal area alone by denying 
them a chance to see the Luther film biography, At least, said the protest, 
the Board should permit the picture to be shown in Protestant churches and 
schools. 


When the Board refused to grant a license for the film. Mr, Gagnon, 
Chairman of the Quebec Board of Censors, said the action had been taken in the 
interests of "social peace." 


The Association's protest ncted that the picture had been named by the 
United States National Board of Review as one of the ten vest films of the year. 
The statement also said great care had been taken to guard its historical 
accuracy. 


"There can be no national unity in Canada," it added, "without the re- 
ciprocal and mutual will to understand one another... There is every need... 
of avoiding any step which might seem to justify the criticism now being hurled 
against the Churches of Jesus Christ for their alleged obscurantism." 

B.P.9.Geneva 


Women's World Day of Prayer 


For the sixty~seventh year the annual World Day of Prayer will be 
observed by Christian women on March 5, 1954, 


"From the time the sun rises about the Tonga Islands on the first Friday 
in Lent until it sets over Alaska 24 hours later, devout women around the world 
conduct special services asking for world peace and a better world for them~ 
selves and their children,‘ 


Starting as a United States observance in 1887, sponsored by the 
Women's Board of Home Missions ef the Presbyterian Church U.S.S., the Jay of 
Prayer was adopted in Canada in 1920, and became a world-wide day of prayer 
seven years later, Since 1941 the World Day of Prayer service has been cele- 
brated and the Day promoted in the United States by United Church Women - now 
the General Department of United Church Women of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


The Service of Worship, written by a different woman or group of women 
from a different nation each year, was contributed for the 1954 observance by 
Miss Sarah Chakko of India, Miss Chakko is President of Isabella Thoburn 
College in Lucknow, India, and one of the Presidents of the sorld Council of 
Churches, This year a total of 113 countries will participate in the World 
Day of Prayer, as contrasted with 90 five years ago. B.P.o.Geneva 
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GERMANY . Petition from the Fraternal (C Council to_the 
: “Churches | cf the » Victorious States 


At its latest Berlin session under the chairmanship of Church President 
Martin Nieméller, the Fraternal Council of the Confessing Church voted in 
favour of a petition to be made to the Churches of the victorious states, with 
regard to the forthcoming four-power conference in Berlin, 


This petition, which was delivered to the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., to the British Council of Churches, to the 
French Protestant Federation and to the Patriarchate of Moscow, ran as follows: 


"With regard to the forthcoming four-power conference, we, the Fraternal 
Council of the Confessing Church, turn with a brotherly plea to our fellow 
Churches in France, Great Britain, North America and the Soviet Union, 


"Many millions are locking towards this conference with expectation and 
hope. itt can be decisive for all the peoples of the world, as well as for our 
own people. We know what a great responsibility rests on the shoulders of 
those who come to this conference, We know we have a duty as Christians to 
make intercession for all those taking part in this conference, It is God's 
command that the delegates should in all sincerity seek true justice and free- 
dom for the peoples of the world, 


"We ourselves have experienced in the past the results of an unleashed 
striving for power — the tearing apart of the bonds of family and nation, the 
destruction of all fellowship in the community. This disunity we still bear 
with us to the present day, We have seen in our nation a political regime that 
believed it could demand from its political partners the complete surrender of 
all their claims to power, Then we ourselves, in place of this, had to submit 
to unconditional surrender, We must accept this as God's judgment. But we 
cannot overlook the fact that the victors are now faced with a highly dangerous 
state of affairs, For they were and still are not justified in robbing, 
through the claims of unconditional surrender, their enemy of his own respons- 
ibility and dignity. 


"Today there is the danger that the wheel of retaliation turns on, and 
that the victors are trying to impose their will on each other by inacceptable 
means. If this happens the conference will fail in the task assigned to it; 
that is, to find the way to a better order in the present chaos of the human 
world, that of our own people included, 


"We cannot but utter a word of warning in this search. We cannot ex- 
press it in our own name. But we are cgnvinced that we must turn to the 
Churches of the victorious states and petition them in the name of God and in 
the name of Jesus Christ to make their governments aware of the weight of their 
responsibility. We also ask them to join in our prayers that in the forth- 
coming consultations God's will and command will receive the cbedience and 
honour due to them, so that God's blessing may rest on the outcome of this 
conference," B.P.S.Geneva 
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The European Circle for Protestant Information 


A short while ago a group of Protestant journalists met in Strasbourg 
to discuss the question of an association of the Protestant journalists of 
Europe. They were following the lines of the movement started by the European 
Laymen's Conference held in Bad Boll in 1951. Those present agreed on the 
following resolutions: 


tAn association of Protestant journalists will be founded which will 
bear the name of "European Circle for Protestant Information", The aim of 
this group will be stated as follows: With the Bible as their foundation 
stone, Protestant publishers, editors, free-lance writers and also those in- 
terested in publishing work, will meet to gain a mutual understanding, and to 
give brotherly help in their profession, The provisional centre of the asso- 
ciation is Strasbourg. The association shall follow these three aims: 


"1, The meeting of Protestant journalists will be at a personal level, 
There is to be no question of the official representation of Churches, church 
committees, or synods, What is intended is the informal meeting, interchange 
of views and co-operation of Protestant journalists with a sense of respons- 
ibility from all countries of Hurope. 


"2. An information bulletin, published in three languages, will not 
take the position of an official report on day-to-day events in the life of 
the Church, but will deal rather with pressing problems of a general nature, 
Reports gathered by the individual Churches will be collected, re-edited and 
published as study material, 


"3. Personal contacts will be made,with the leaders of the Protestant 
press-bureaux in Europe, with the aim of co-ordinating and easing the 
work of these press centres, 


"A provisional board of managers was set up, comprising N.G.J. van 
Schouwenburg (The Hague), Albert Finet (Paris), C. Rosenstiehl (Strasbourg), 
and Friedrich Linz (Diisseldorf), As provisional chairman of the board Dr. 
Linz, Pastor in charge of district press activities in Diuisseldorf, was elected, 
The first representative session of the Circle has been planned for April 2-3, 
1954, in Paris, B.P.5.Geneva 


"Together to be His Witnesses!" 


This publication, announced in EPS No, 45, 1953, is a Study Guide to 
the Evanston Assembly, It can be ordered from the Study Department of the 
World Council of Churches, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, at the price of 50 
Swiss centimes, or from the British Council of Churches, 39 Doughty Street, 
London W.C.1, at the price of ls. E.P.S.Geneva 
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Death of Miss Sarah Chakko 


The sudden death of Miss Sarah Chakko, one of the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches, will come as a great shock to her friends in many 
_ Churches and countries, For Miss Chakko had become one of the most trusted and 
beloved leaders in the ecumenical movement, Her background was the Syrian ie 
Orthodox Church in Travancore, Through the Student Christian Movement she came js 
in touch with Christians of other Churches and nations, She became the head of > 
the Isabella Thoburn College (under Methodist auspices) in Lucknow, She was a 
for years President of the Y.i/.C.A. of India and a member of the Executive Com-_ aes 
mittee of the World's Y.w,C.A., also for years chairman of the Student Christ- => 
ian Association of India. She served on the staff of the World Councilfor one 
year and visited many Churches in Europe and America during that period. She 
Chaired the Commission on the Life and Work of Women in the Church of the World 
e ‘Council and the committee of preparation of the World Conference of thristian 
_ Youth in Travancore, In 1951 she was elected as a President of the World Coun-~ ay 
bot of Churches, the first woman to be elected to that position, ah 


Her unselfish and devoted service to the ecumenical movement , her . hs 
a3 sound Christian judgment and her contagious faith will not be tpreeetan by ean 
i those who had the privilege to work with her or to come to know her, EPS.Geneva =~ 
a Meeting of the Executive Committee of the World Council ee 
fe ee 5 ~ eet G of of Churches © “a ee 
y e : ' * iy 

ie The Peagutiee Committee of the World Coun of Churches will meet 
from February 2 to 5 near Frankfurt (Germany). The main purpose of the meeting 
i” is” ‘to complete the preparations for the Second Assembly of the Council to be x 


held at Evanston, U.S.A., in August of this year. Thus the Committee will have 
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to work out final proposals to the Assembly concerning the programme, the leader- 
ship of sections or committees and the choice of consultants and observers, It 
Will consider the plans for the structure and functioning of the Council in the 
period following the Assembly, The réport of the special Advisory Commission on 
the main theme of the Assembly will be submitted to the committee which will 
decide in which way this report will be transmitted to the Assembly. 


Among those attending will be four Presidents of the Councils Archbishop 
Athenagoras, Metropolitan of Thyateira, Bishop Eivin Berggrav (Norway), Pastor 
Marc Boegner (France) and Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam (U.S.A.), the Chairman (Bishop 
of Chichester) and Vice-Chairman (Dr Franklin C. Fry), of the Executive Commit- 
tee; Archbishop Brilioth, Dr Martin Niemoller, Mr, Charles P. Taft, 


In the days preceding the meeting there will be a meeting of the Joint 
Committee of the International Missionary Council and the World Council of 
Churches at which proposals will be considered concerning the further strengthen- 
ing of relationships between these two bodies. This committee will be chaired 


by Dr John Mackay, | EeP.o. Geneva 
UNITED STATES The National Council of Churches Sends a Message to 


Colombian Protestants 


In a message of Christian solidarity and support dated January 21, 
1954, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. has’ condemned 
"unjust and distressing" treatment of Protestants by the Government of Colombia, 
The letter to the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia was occasioned by a 
world-wide call issued by the Colombian Protestants last December, which request— 
ed prayers for deliverance "from unjust and cruel intentions of the civil govern 
ment" (see EPS No. 47, 1953). 


The Council specifically termed "indefensible" a Colombia government 
order of September 3, 1953, which would wipe out Protestant activity in 18 rural 
areas comprising three-fourths of the country's territory. 


The Council's message pointed out that the Colombian government had 
violated the 1948 Charter of the Organisation of American States and thus was 
in conflict with the spirit of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for 
which Colombia had voted, The letter also noted that it was contrary to that 
nation's own Constitution and its guarantees of religious liberty, The message 
affirmed: 


"It contravenes the principles of religious liberty maintained by most 
governments outside the territories under Communist rule, and currently supported 
by the most authoritative religious voices, Roman Catholic, Protestant, and 
Kastern Orthodox. 


"'The Catholic News', organ of the Roman Catholic archdiocese of New 
York (December 12, i953), in reporting an audience which Pope Pius XII granted 
in December 1953 to a group of Italian jurists, emphasised his statement that a 
state may find it justifiable not 'to impede error,’ if its suppression conflicts 
with 'a higher and broader good,'! 
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"One such higher and broader good the Pope finds in the presently de- 
veloping international community. He suggested as a norm for that community a 
regulation, valid for its entire territory, that (as the News quotes the Pope) 
'the exercise of their own beliefs and religious and ethical practices will be 
permitted to citizens af every member state insofar as these do not run contrary 
to the penal laws of the state in which these persons are found,! 


"The Pope, recognising the difficulty which may confront the Roman 
Catholic statesman in determining whether there is present in the concrete situa~ 
tion the higher and broader good which justifies him in not taking measures to 
suppress error, the Pope counsels him to ask for the judgment of the Church, 
And (according to the full text released by Religious News Service) he refers to 
himself, the Roman Pontiff as the only one 'competent to speak in the last in- 
stance on such vital questions, which touch international life', on behalf of 
the Church, 


"The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches has said (July 
1949): ‘Religious freedom is the condition and guardian of all true freedom. 
We declare the duty and the right of the Church to preach the Word of God and to 
proclaim the Will of God,! 


As the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., we 
hold that the state must guard all groups, both majority and minority, against 
legal disabilities on account of religious belief, The people must exercise 
their rights with a sense of responsibility and with charitable consideration 
for the rights of others, 


"We regret that loyal citizens of your nation have been placed in a 
position of tension by the regulations of your Government, Wie believe that you 
will derive comfort, hope and firmness from reflection upon the principles of 
religious liberty which are the common heritage of our fellowship. 


"We are making this letter known to our fellow-countrymen. We wish 
them to know of your distress and your loyalty, your restraint and patience under 
severe trial, We wish them to consider the effect of such a situation on the 
solidarity and peaceful co-operation of the peoples of the Western Hemisphere," 


E.P.S.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN ; Meeting on Christian Unity 


(London):~ Speakers representing the Church of England, the Roman 
Catholic Communion, and the Free Churches were present together on the platform 
of Seymour Hall, London, on January 19, for a meeting in connection with the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, sponsored by the Church Union. There was a 
large attendance, 


The Bishop of Durham (Anglican), the Right Rev. A.M. Ramsey, said that 
they were meeting with the thought of two great Christians especially in their 
minds - the late Abbé Couturier and the late Lord Halifax. To each of them they 
owed a special debt of thankfulness in the cause of Christian unity. The Abbé 
Couturier had a love for the ancient Christianity of the East, He was full of 
charity, with many friends in many lands of many alleviances, In him they 
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specially saw the place of charity in the work of unity. In Lord Halifex, they 
saw especially the virtue of heroic hope, of hope against hope just where pro- 
blems seemed most hard and, humanly speaking insoluble, 


The Right Rev. B.C. Butler, Abbot of Downside (Roman Catholic), said 
that they were present as men and women who believed with all their hearts a 
stupendous thing - that an historic Person, Jesus the Son of Mary of Nazareth, 
was the Son of God, and they were there to express and deepen their conviction 
that they, who believed such a stupendous truth, ought to be outwardly and 
visibly united in a single world-wide fellowship, 


Their religion was a witness to divine truth revealed by the word made 
flesh, Divine truth could not contradict itself, But the teachings of various 
Christian bodies did contradict one another, They must ask themselves whether 
they were acquiescing in the divisions of Christendom, whether they were prepared 
to follow the road to unity at whatever personal sacrifice, 


Christian unity never had been and never would be achieved by eccle- 
Slastical politics, or theological arguments or scholarship. Jt was a divine 
creation and gift to be received through humble, persevering, self~forgetting 
prayer, 


The Rev, John Huxtable (Congregational) said that he took it that they 
were to talk about their desire for unity and their lack of it in the spirit of 
the Octave of Prayer. They were not there to discuss church relations in England. 
They were there to forget any claims about papal infallibility or the Church of 
South India, 


Yet he was distressed and perplexed that their past discussions seemed 
so barren of results, Instead of saying, "well, thank God we have yielded no 
inch," they might have troubled to understand one another, They were stiil 
suffering from far too much mutual misrepresentation. 


The Rev, Harold Riley, secretary of the Church Union, said that he 
thought that almost every year the attendance at their Christian unity meeting 
had been greater than the year before, The present meeting was the largest so far. 


Canon Oliver Tomkins, Warden of Lincoln Theological College and former 
Associate General Secretary of the world Council of Churches, said that they 
could never be content with a unity which was not an embodied unity, EPS .Geneva 


GERMANY Service of Intercession on the Eve of the Four Power 
Conference 


(Berlin):~ On January 24, on the eve of the Four Power Conference in 
Berlin, Bishop Dibelius held a special service of intercession in the Marien~ 
Kirche in Bast Berlin, In his announcement of this special service of prayer, 
Bishop Dibelius called on "all other Christians in Germany and the rest of the 
world, to join with us in our intercession for the politicians taking part in 
this conference, 


"The Evangelical Church has no exaggerated hopes, and does not place 
excessive confidence in this conference, We Germans must stand by impotent, and 
listen in silence to the verdicts of the powers, But the politicians who come 
here will follow most carefully ali that happens in Berlin. And they must know 
that around them thousands are praying for them. Your prayers, even if many 
consider them of no use, are a reality." 


Bishop Dibelius went on to face two complaints we often hear: the 
first 'I cannot pray for I cannot believe in God', and the other: ‘I have pray- 
ed, but my prayers were not heard,' "It is just then," said the Bishop, "when 
we are passing through the wilderness, or when we feel we can pray no longer, 
that prayer is our only help. we could learn much about prayer if we were taught 
by the Church the prayers of the Fathers, ‘their prayers would be in no way in~ 
applicable to modern life, Counsel and comfort have at all times been brought 
to many by a few phrases of Augustine, or a verse from a hymn of Pav] Gerhardt 
or Tersteegen, All prayer begins with thanksgiving, and from there leads the 
path to supplication. 


"The older we grow, however, the less we pray for ourselves and the more 
importance we attach to praying for other people." At this point the Bishop en- 
phasised the decisive contribution of Christianity to the Berlin consultations. 
"If God could say of our German people: ‘look! it prays,' then would its dis- 
tress and disunity be taken away from it," B.P.S. Geneva 


The Director of the C.C.IeA- in Berlin 


"Christians around the world will follow the Big Four Foreign Ministers’ 
Conference with hopes and prayers," said Dr 0, Frederick Nolde, director of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, on the eve of his departure 
from New York for Berlin, He stated that he was going to Berlin for the open- 
ing of the Conference to give "tangible evidence of the deep interest and con- 
cern felt by Churches in many lands," 


At the Berlin Conference, Dr Nolde indicated, no representations on 
substantive issues were planned, However, he would be in close touch with leaders 
of the ecumenical agencies in case developments at the Conference made special 
representations imperative, 


"We recognise that the future course of Kurope and the prospects for an 
easing of world tensions may hinge upon the consequences of this meeting," stated 
Dr Nolde. Cautioning church people against unwarranted expectations in the face 
of the accumulated frustrations and frictions of the wold war, he stressed the 
importance of seizing constructively such opportunities as the negotiations may 
offer. 


"The responsibilities resting upon those who sit around the conference 
table are exceedingly grave," said Dr Nolde, "We must pray that they will be 
granted an insight and under. “anding sufficient for agreements that can help 
mankind move away from the abyss witich threatens all peoples." 


Dr Nolde has sent the following letter to the Foreign Ministers Dulles, 
Bidault, Eden and Molotov: 
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"On behalf of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
I beg to express to you our sense of gratitude that the Conference of Foreign 
Ministers has been convened and our hope that its deliberations may succeed in 
strengthening conditions for world peace and justice, The Commission represents 
the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, My 
primary purpose in coming to Berlin and in addressing this letter to each of the 
Foreign Ministers is to offer tangible evidence of the deep interest and consern 
of Christians and Churches in our fellowship around the world, 


'In face of accumulated frustrations and continving friction among rival 
groupings of powers, our people recognise the tremendous difficulties which con- 
frontthis meeting at Berlin, They do not entertain excessive expectations. 
Nevertheless, they are justified in contending that every effort must be made to 
seize constructively such opportunities as the consultations may afford. 


"I am confident that an appraisal of the Conference will be made only 
partly on the basis of the specific results which it achieves, World puolic 
opinion will also judge the Conference in terms of the open-mindedness which 
each participant manifests and the extent to which he seeks to serve the common 
interest of mankind in a spirit of sincerity and goodwill. If all parties move 
forward with firm determination to co-operate, achievement will exceed expecta- 
tion, and men everywhere will be devoutly thankful. 


"Be assured of our prayers to Almight;God that He may grant each one 


wisdom and understanding for the tasks at hand," BePeo Geneva 
GERMANY Church Bells Summon Berlin Protestants to Prayer 
for Peace 


The governing body of the Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg gave 
directions that church bells should be rung in all Evangelical churches in East 
and West Berlin at 12 o'clock on Sunday, January 24, the eve of the Four Power 
Conference, At 12 noon the congregations gathered in these churches paused in 


their worship to united in a prayer for peace, E.P.S, Geneva 
GERMANY ‘The The Leipzig Kirchentag Meets With Difficulties 


(Berlin):- The German Evangelical Kirchentag announces that on Jan. 
20th the President of the Kirchentag, Dr von Thadden, and President Mager of 
Dresden, were received by Herr Grotewohl, Prime Minister of the German Democratic 
Republic. The topic of their pbaversation was the Leipzig Kirchentag, planned 
to take place from July 7 to 11, 1954 (see EPS No. 45, 1953). 


Herr Grotewohl explained, the communiqué continues, that at the time 
proposed for the Kirchentag a great increase in traffic would present serious 
difficulties, and that, in particular, the uncertain general political position 
imposed on the Gorman Democratic Republic a restraint on his decisions, There- 
fore, with all due respect for the importance of the Evangelical Kirchentag, he 
could give no promise that the sarhinee jue could take place on the proposed dates, 

BE. PoeGeneva 
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Preparations for the 1955 Centennial Conferences of 
the World's YMCAs 


Study material is now being prepared for the 1955 Centennial Conferences 
of the World's Alliance of YWCAs in Paris (see EPS No. 1), Selected for their 
ability and experience in different fields of YMCA work, fifteen representatives 
of ten nationalities recently spent several weeks with World's Committee staff 
members at the World Council of Churches'Ecumenical Institute at Bossey working 
on this material, They compiled "workbooks" for the Centennial Conference it- 
self and for the Young Men's and Older Boys! Uonference, This writing team was 
deliberately chosen to represent different theological and confessional back- 
grounds so that the study books may truly reflect both the unity and the divers~ 
ity that exists within the YMCA movement. The central theme of the Centennial 
Conferences - the prayer of Christ for His disciples which, sincs 1881, has been 
the motto of the world's Alliance - is a witness to the Association's quest for 
unity: "That They All May Be One," 


The "workbocks" will be printed and made available by April lst 1954 
so that many thousands of YMCA members, whether or not they go to Paris in 1955, 
will have the opportunity to share in planning the future strategy and programme 
of the YMCA in all lands and in new areas of need, They deal with persistent 
problems of the YMCA movement: How to deepen the spiritual life of members; 
how the YMCA can include in its constituency persons of the three major Christ 
ian confessions and "Associate Members" linked with other faiths and still be 
true to its basic Uhristian pursose; what the relationship is between the YMCA 
and the Churches and what this may mean for Christian unity; what new directions 
in programme may be needed to meet changing conditions; what the responsibility 
of the YMCA is for international affairs; how YMCAs together can meet the call 
to world-wide extension and mutual aid, . Be Peo -Geneva 


Christian Youth Organisations and UNESCO 


As a result of an initiative taken by the World Christian Youth Com- 
mission, representatives of the World's YWCA, World'ts YMCAs, the World's Student 
Christian Federation, the Commission of the Churches on Internaticnal Affairs 
and the Youth Department of the orld Council of Churches, met in Geneva on Jan. 
19 to discuss questions arising from their consultative status with UNESOO. 

M, Pierre Frangois, chief of the Youth Section, Department of UNESCO, was 
present for one of the two sessions. 


A more effective methed of representation at UNESCO meetings was dis- 
cussed and plans made to improve the use of UNESCO facilities and documentation, 
The need for the active co-operation of Christian youth organisations in UNESCO 
was emphasised both internationally and through more adequate representation of 
youth interests in UNESCO National Commissions, 


The participation of young people in the life of the community was 
stressed as a major concern rcequirins study both by UNESCO and the Christian 
organisations, B.P.S,Geneva 
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the neighbourhood of £130,000. It included: 125,000 Spanish Bibles (for South 
America); 5,000 Amharic Bibles; 15,000 Tamil Bibles; 60,000 Afrikaans Bibles; 
10,000 Korean Bibles; 150,000 English Ruby Bibles (Authorised Version). 


The New Testaments reprinted were: 225,000 English New Testaments; 
10,000 Tamil New Testaments; 5,000 Ngala (Uele) New Testaments; 3,000 Cambodian 
New Testaments. 


In addition many portions or single books of the Bible in various 


languages were reprinted, B.P.eO. Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Working Towards Christian Unity 


On the occasion of the Universal Week of Prayer for Christian Unity a 
talk was given in Geneva by Father Varillon, He was introduced by the president 
of the Geneva Catholic Federation, who emphasised the importance of Christian 
unitye Father Varillon declared at the outset that the man who is most faithful 
to his own confession is certainly nearer to ree than the man who is half- 
hearted or indifferent. . 


As the late Abbé Couturier of Lyons has said, we must go into the ques- 
tion deeply together, But this is quite another thing from confronting each 
other, which suggests separation, barriers, or polemics, The Churches which wor- 
ship the same Christ, confronting and affronting each other, have forgotten Him 
and have become estranged from Him. We must dig deep, fixing our eyes on the 
sanctification, the only light that burns on our different paths. 


We shall become brothers through our spiritual life if we dig deep to-— 
gether, The worst is an absence of contact and discussion, We should not have 
refused to take the first step. Endurance has become a habit. External trappings 
have assumed a greater importance than essentials, and our unity in worship has 
become obscured in the shadows, 


Catholic and Protestant alike fear polemics, The hour has come for 
brotherhood in a clear realisation of our differences. There has been much deep- 
digging, far more than is apparent. But the work that still awaits us is dif- 
ficult. The situation is even insoluble. We do not see how we may in our mortal 
state reconcile our difference... We can only hope and pray. From God will come 
the solution to the problem, A wave of denial of Christ now, sweeps the world, 
and swept forward by it, we Christians ought to unite, not so much against atheism, 
as in a realisation of the urgency of deep-digging. United in faith we may cry 
together at the foot of the cross against the sin of the world, engendered by the 
sins of us Christians, Let us therefore dig deep in the realm of pure faith. 

The way will be long, but we must not hope to by-pass our Calvary, There is no 


purification without suffering. E.P.S. Geneva 
BUBGARY Ecumenical Visitors 


The Bishop of Chichestcr and Dr W,A, Visser 't Hooft will visit the 
Hungarian member Churches of the World Council of Churches from February 6 to ll. 
The purpose of this visit is to help the Churches concerned in their reparations 
for the Second Assembly of the World Council at Evanston. E.P.S,.Geneva 


No. 5 = February 5, 1954 wo ue } 30 


INDIA Dr Manikam Becomes President of the Federation 
See eee 


At the meeting of the Federation of Evangelical Lutheran Churches in 
India, held from January 4 to 7 in "Visranthipuram" (The House of Peace) in 
Rajamundry, Dr Rajah B, Manikam, a member of the Jutheran World Federation 
Commission on World Missions, and Secretary in Eastern Asia for the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and the International Missionary Council, was unanimously elect- 


ed President of the Federation, EePoo».Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Karl Barth on the Evanston Assembly 


On January 25, at the Synod of the Reformed Church in the Canton of 
Aargau, Professor Karl Barth gave a report on the work of the preparatory com- 
mission of the Assembly of the World Council of Churches, to be held at Evanston 
in 1954. 


Professor Barth claimed that "the fact that we do not have to concern 
ourselves with the problem of divergent aims, but that all participants in the 
Assembly, although often in marked disagreement, do unite under the one symbol: 
'Christ, the Hope of the World', is a hopeful beginning for the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches." 


There were, however, many problems it was important to overcome. "On 
the one side one seeks to speak from the Bible, on the other side one wishes to 
address the modern man." 


'There was the question: Does the Church offer a hope to the world, and 
is Jesus Christ this hope? Three questions were raised and unanimously answered. 
Firstly: Have we reason for hope? = Yes} There is one hope, Jesus Christ, who 
is different from all other hopes, who begins where all the others leave off, 

We Christians must realise that there is a new birth for every man, for the 
Church, for all creation, Secondly: Who are these people of Christ? We are a 
human-community among many other communities, but the essence of our community 
is this, that we are witnesses to Christ, Who has already come to this world, 
and who will come again, Thus our Church finds its being only by playing an 
active role in this world, and by sharing in its suffering. It is not only a 
reformed Church, it is also a Church that stands ever in need of reform, Its 
essence is unity, and thus it must be its continual. aim to pass beyond its 
schisms into this unity. Thirdly: How far is Christ the hope of the world? 

The history of the world is no meaningless chaos, its purpose and end lies in 
the death and resurrection of Christ. For this reason we learn again and again 
that although we fail, God remains loyal to the world. The world has its own 
great hopes - the hope of democracy, the hope of science, the communist hope, 
national hopes and religious hopes, as the recent strengthening of Islam in 
Asia and Africa shows, But all these hopes are negative and limited, they mean 
for us Christians a problem, a challenge, a task. For the hopeless also, for 
the disappointed, for sceptics and for people who have the courage to live with- 
out hope (Existentialism), Jesus Christ is the hope, because He understands them 
better than they understand theaselves, and has sunk deeper into hopelessness 
that all of them, in order that He might become their Saviour, To us Christians 
therefore the task is given of making our contribution in the social and politic~ 


al field, of helping solve the burning questions of justice, cf peace and of 
freedom, ! 
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UNITED STATES Dr Forrest Knapp Honoured 


A luncheon honouring Dr Forrest I, Knapp was held in New York on 
January 22. Dr Knapp resigned as General Secretary of the World Council of 
Christian Education after fourteen years' service, to become chief executive of 
the Massachusetts Council of Churches, | 


Under his guidance the Audio-Visual and Youth Departments were organ- 
ised, the quarterly magazine "World Christian Education" was established, and 
the significant Mid-Century Convention on Christian Education was held in 
Toronto, Canada. Nearly 250 important Christian education leaders from 52 
countries attended the Convention which met in connection with the first World 
Institute on Christian Education, 


On behalf of the Council, Dr Knapp made extensive trips to the Far 
East, South East Asia, the Near East, North, South, and Equatorial Africa, Central 
and South America, the West Indies, and Europe. He gave constant and fruitful 
encouragement to the writing and publishing of indigenous curriculum materials 
and to the establishment of thorough programmes of leadership training. 


Among those participating in the luncheon were Dr G,E, Knoff (Division 
of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches); Dr R.G,Ross, 
General Secretary of the National Council of Churches; the Rev. N,Chappel, 
General Secretary of the World Council of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association; Mr. I.P. Simandjuntak, General Secretary of the National Council 
of Christian Education of Indonesia; and the Rev, K.5,W/ills, Department of 


Christian Education of the Canadian Council of Churches, E.P.oeGeneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Philippe Maury to Give Peter Ainslie Lectures 


Dr Philippe Mauryof France, General Secretary of the World's Student 
Christian Federation, will give the sixth Peter Ainslie Memorial Lecture on 
Christian unity at Rhodes University, Grahamstown, on March 26, Dr Maury will 
speak on "Christian witness Among Intellectuals," 


The Ainslie Lecture is given annually and is sponsored by the Associa- 
tion for the Promotion of Christian Unity in the U.S.A. Basil Holt, Disciples 
of Christ minister, represents the Association in arranging the Tareunes which 
have been held in various university centres in the Union of South Africa, 
Ainslie Lecturers in other years have included Sir George McLeod, Alan Paton, 
the distinguished author, and Archbishop Clayton of Capetown, E.P.S. Geneva 


NORWAY The Primate of Norway on Present Tension Between Church 
and State 


in a recent article the Primate of the Church of Norway, Bishop 
Johannes Smemo, has expressed his concern about "the secularising tendencies in 
the cultural and social-political life in Norway." These tendencies have "caused 
deep unrest and have engendered within the Church increased distrust of the 
State." The Bishop does not make any "actual claim" of an eventual separation 
between Church and State, hoping that the tension now evident may be neutralised. 
If not, however, "if the Church must endure more of the combined secularising 
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and State-controlling tendencies, we are definitely in an epoch which will not 
only lead to the end of the State Church, but will place the Church in the same 
situation as in its first centuries," 


The background of these serious warnings is, as the Bishop himself 
points out, a number of actions by the Government and the Parliamentary majority, 
which have gone against the advice and wishes of the Church, 


As examples he mentions that the Teachers' Training College in Oslo, 
owned by the Inner-Mission, has been taken over by the State in spite of the 
protest of the Church. A bill has also been proposed by the Government, but not 
yet passed by the Parliament, that will put an end to the practice of having 
pastors as members ex officio of all the school-boards in the country. 


The deepest unrest, however, has been caused by the new Church consti- 
tution, passed by the Parliament last year. The majority in Parliament refused 
to establish a consultative Church council as proposed by a government commis- 
sion, This action “has weakened the ties between the Church and the State more 
than the State seems to realise," Bishop Smemo declared in his article. 


There has been wide comment in the press on the Bishop's article, 
Several church leaders have also declared that they fully share his concern, 
R.eP.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Christian Responsibilities in Relation to the 
United Nations 


In a lecture given on January 18 in connection with the January Monday 
Morning Lectures under the auspices of the Women's Committee of Union Theologic- 
al Seminary, New York, the Director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, Dr 0. Frederick Nolde, said: 


"The effectiveness of the United Nations will be dependent upon the 
extent to which real world community exists - a world community where people of 
different countries can have direct contact with each other and by processes of 
personal discussion can reach agreement or, where agreement is impossible, can 
come to a sympathetic understanding of each other's views, in this connection, 
Christians who are party to an ecumenical fellowship which recognises no nation- 
al frontiers have an even more direct responsibility to meet, They should do 
everything within their power to get people of different countries to meet face 
to face a consideration of common purposes, be it in science, art, education, 
business, athletics , or religion. 


"This is not merely an academic question, and it will take on vital 
Significance in the very near future, The Second Assembly of the World Vouncil 
of Churches is scheduled to meet at Evanston next August. Member Churches are 
planning to send delegates from such countries as the Hastern Zone of Germany, 
Czechoslovakia, and Hungary. Whether viewed from the standpoint of faith and 
life within the Churches, of the need to promote world community, or of the 
United States! potential contribution to world and justice, it is imperative 
that these delegates be admitted, While the pertinent federal law is restrictive, 
it does permit such admission and there is every reason to believe that the 
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responsible officials in our government will comply fully with the intent and 
terms of the law in granting requests for admission. 


It is possible, although I trust it will not come to pass, that a 
quite limited number of people will become publicly critical of any move to 
admit to the United States Christians from countries behind the Iron Curtain. » 
In that eventuality, enlightened public opinion must make itself heard and felt, 
As Christians in the United States, we want and we believe we have the right to 
commend a fellowship in faith with Christians of other lands, We are neither 
afraid nor ashamed to discuss our views on a Christian testimony to society with | 
those who may hold different views, We are confident in the integrity and 
soundness of our positions and, at the same time, our minds are open to hear 
and to learn from others. We shall move along the pathway to world community 
not by building up but by tearing down iron curtains." B.P.S.Geneva 


Buddhists Plan World Conference 


(New York):- A world conference of Buddhists will be held in Burma 
beginning next November, it was reported by Dr Frank T, Cartwright, administra- 
tive secretary of the Methodist Board of Missions, who recently returned from a 
trip to Southeast Asia. 


"Thousands of Buddhists from all over Asia anc some from Hurope and the 
United States are expected to attend," Dr Cartwright said. 


The Rev. Hozen Seki, priest of the Buddhist congregation of New York, 
said the conference has been called to commemorate the 2,500 anniversary of the 
death of the Gautama and will last for more than a year, extending into 1956. 

One of the principal purposes of the meeting, he said, is to bring Buddhist 
scholars together: to work on what it is hoped will become authorised translations 


of some of the basic religious works, K.P.S.Geneva 
GREENLAND . Repercussions in the Church of Social 
Upheaval 


A report of the journey of the Bishop of Copenhagen, Dr Fuglsang-— 
Damgaard, to Greenland has appeared in the Danish pastors! journal, The older 
generation of Greenlanders still follows the Eskimo traditions that have remain- 
ed unaltered for hundreds of years. But the members of the younger generation, 
some of whom are the offspring of marriages with Europeans, have adopted the 
European way of life and thought. This new development, together with better 
living conditions, better education, and a higher standard of living has brought 
with it problems, such as the decline of Eskimo patriarchal family life. In no 
case must the Church attempt to reverse the tendency, rather it must help the 
younger generation to adjust themselves to their new conditions of life, 


Social development has also directly influenced church life, and not 
least because the position of a catechist is no longer the only means of social 
advancement for the Greenlander, The number of catechists has therefore dimin- 
ished, Also, Christian belief and church attendance which had previously been 
taken as a matter of course in Greenland are now as much a matter of argument 
as in Denmark and elsewhere, The simple Greenland Christian will have to pass 
through a crisis in belief which must show him that Christian faith is a matter 
of conviction and not merely a tradition. #.P.S.Geneva 
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GERMANY A Kirchentag in Leipzig in 1954, After All ? 


It was with deep regret that the presidential body of the German Evan- 
gelical Kirchentag learnt that the Leipzig Kirchentag will not take place in 
July. (see EPS No. 4). Nevertheless, the presidential body held fast to its 
decision to hold a Kirchentag in Leipzig sometime this year, 


President Dr Reinold von Thadden and Pradses Mager of Dresden reported 
on their conversations with Ministerprdsident Grotewohl who declared that: he 
could make no promises regarding Leipzig for the proposed date. The presidential 
bady of the Kirchentag authorised the President to seize all opportunities where- 
by the German Evangelical Kirchentag might fulfil its task in 1954, E.P.S.Geneva 


Meeting of the Executive Committee of the WCC 
in Konigstein 

On February 2, one of the most important conferences leading up to the 
Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches was held in the Haus der Lander 
in Konigstein, near Frankfurt. The Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches, the nucleus of its governing body, was invited to hold its meeting here 
by the Evangelical Church in Hessen and Nassau, in conjuction with the Foreign 
Office of the Evangelical Church in Germany. The meeting, which lasted four 
days, submitted to a final examination the preparations for the coming Assembly 
of the World Council in Evanston, 


The Haus der Lander in Kénigstein, housing representatives of numerous 
countries in Europe, Asia and America, thus became a centre of inter-—church con- 
sultations, which will serve as a means of Shaanti aaa the world-wide Christ- 
ian community. 


The representative character of the conference was emphasised by the 
presence of four presidents of the World Council, namely Bishop Berggrav (Norway), 
Pastor Marc Boegner (France), Archbishop Athenagoras, Metropolitan of Thyateira, 
and Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam (USA). 

The conference met under the chairmanship of the Mglican Bishop of 
Chichester, with the American Lutheran Dr Clark Fry as vice-president, The 
Swedish Lutheran Church was represented by its prelate, Archbishop Brilioth of 
Upsala, The Congregational Union of England and Wales was represented by its 
Secretary Dr Leslie E, Cook, and the Federation of Protestant Churches in Switzer- 
land by Dr Alfons Koechlin. Further outstanding leaders of the World Council of 
Churches present were its General Secretary, Dr W.A, Visser 't Hooft, the 
Director of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, Dr. R, 
Mackie, the Joint Secretary of the WCC and the International Missionary Council 
for East Asia, Dr Rajah B, Manikam (India), the Executive Secretary of the 
Evanston Assembly, the Rev. R.S. Bilheimer (New York), and the Director of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, Dr Frederick Nolde (USA). 

The International Missionary Council was represented by its President, Dr Makay, 
its General Secretary, Dr Decker (both from the USA), and its Secretary in London, 
Dr Norman Goodall, The chairman of the Press Committee for the Assembly, Dr.c, 
C, Parlin, was also present, ‘ 
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At the opening of the conference the delegates paid homage to two 
most faithful and long standing members of the World Council, whom death had 
taken from them: Miss Sarah Chakko (India), one of the Presidents of the World 
Council, and Dr. Gordon Fisko (Canada), 


The Executive Committee discussed important projects concerning the 
structure and function of the World Council in the coming years, After the re- 
port of the General Secretary on the first morning of the meeting a series of 
suggestions regarding organisation held the centre of the stage, These were 
points which will be placed before the Evanston Assembly for final decision. 
Among other questions a very important one was the problem of relationship and 
co-operation of Church and Missions. 


The Executive conference was welcomed to Hessen by Dr Martin Niemdller, 
the President of the Evangelical Church in Hessen and Nassau. He welcomed also 
the President of the Council of the Evangelical Churches in Germany, Bishop 0. 
Dibelius of Berlin, Bishop Dibelius outlined his hopes for the present Four 
Power Conference in Berlin and pointed out the difficulties existing at this 
conference of the four foreign ministers. The Director of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs, Dr. Nolde, gave a report on his letter to 
the four foreign ministers (see EPS No. 4). In this letter was expressed the 
hope of all Christendom, that the leaders of the conference might pay heed to 
the desire of the nations for peace and justice with a consciousness of their 
responsibility for the future of humanity. 


In the evening of the first day of discussions, the Ministerprasident 
of Hessen amd Nassau, Dr Zinn, together with his wife, gave a magnificent re- 
ception in Wiesbaden, The Bishop of Chichester, Dr Bell, thanked them in the 
name of the conference for this kind gesture. "For the first time," Dr Bell 
said, "The Executive Committee has met in Germany. ‘Some of the members made 
contacts with the Evangelical Church in Germany in 1945 in Stuttgart, It happens 
that our conference is concurrent with the Four Power Conference in Berlin," the 
Bishop continued, "so we hope and pray that the deliberations of the foreign 
Mministers' conference will be successful." Two things were of immediate interest 
to the World Council of Churches: "That international barriers, and thus the di- 
Vision between East and West, might be overcome, and that a moral world order 
should be established," 


In replying to the Bishop of Chichester, the Ministerprasident said: 
"You are no stranger to us. We know that you have a good knowledge of German 
conditions, and I am acquainted with your judgment of the situation in Germany. 
Thus it is not only in the position of president that I welcome you here, nor 
only because of the importance of the World Council of Churches, but because of 
the great task it has taken over. It is staggering to see that the chief source 
of contemporary conflict is fear, It is also shattering to realise the lack of 
sincerity and the reluctance to discuss problems, Matters would be different if 
men were more conscious of their Christian responsibility and duty. The World 
Council of Churches is thus most welcome in this province of Hessen, since it 
has taken upon itself this task of bringing men together, and we wish it every 
success in its work for mankind at its meeting in Konigstein," E.P.S.Geneva 
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wont! from the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the WCC 


To The Four Foreign Mini sters 


The following letter has been sent to each of the foreign ministers 
“meeting in berlin, on behalf of the Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches meeting in Germany (Konigstein) for the first time since its inaugura~ 
tion (see EPS No. 5). It is signed by the chairman, Dr George Bell, Bishop of 
Chichester. | pnt ) 4 | 
"The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches which has 
been in session these days at Kénigstein has followed with its thoughts and prayers 
the deliberations of the Foreign Ministers! Conference at Berlin, In addressing 
_ this letter to you I reflect the concern and hopes not only of the leaders who 
are here assembled from many lands but also of the Churches and Christians whom 
they represent, 


oa 


"We are conscious of the difficulties and complexities which you face 
as you seek solutions of the problems before you. We know that a commonly accept— 
able plan to restore Germany and Austria to the position of freedom and indepen- 
dence which they should now hold in a responsible world society is not easy to 
find, Yet we believe that this objective can and must be achieved in a way which 
will heed the legitimate desires of these nations and their people and which will 
not impose discriminatory restrictions upon them. Reconciliation will be most 
surely effected and safeguards for all parties against future agression most 
securely provided by building a satieesseeonge of mutual Day one ruaaied and co-opera- 
tion, 


The aim of the E iment Pan ee is to Sha its readers ifiraee of beat of thought 


Churches and Christian Movements. oe is therefore not to be held Sasa lh opinions expressed in its news items, 
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“We are confident that substantial progress on concrete issues can be 
made at the Berlin Conference and that a better climate would thus be created for 
the solution of problems of various parts of the world, In view of previous ne- 
gotiations we hope that difficulties will be overcome and an agreement reached 
on a peace treaty with Austria. Wwe believe that the world is locking to the 
Berlin Conference for a conclusive decision on the steps leading to a Treaty of 
Peace with Germany. If an immediate and full agreement should prove impossible, 
the Conference ought certainly to offer a much more secure prospect of a Gezman 
Peace Treaty and arrangements ought to be promptly made. whereby the hitherto 
separated parts of the German people can be most naturally and closely related 
to each other, 


"In expressing these views to you we do not ask for agreements which 
are bought by forsaking sound principle and which would tend to build false hopes. 
We respectfully urge you to guard against despair and to pers vere in the effort 
to move forward in concrete action for the relief of threatening tensions. The 
very atmosphere in which the four-power conference is concluded and the extent to 
which there is a commitment to further co-operation will largely deermine whether 
the peoples of the world will regard the prospects of securing peace among the 
nations with or without hope. 


"We and our fellow Christians of many nations will continue to pray that 
God may grant you and your colleagues wisdom and understanding, and bring your 


deliberations to a successful result," E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Investigating Committee Consults Church Leaders 


A group of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish leaders met in 
Washington D.C, with five menuere of the House Un-American Activities Committee 
on the invitation of its chairman, Rep. Harold H. Velde, 

Mr. Velde, who had aroused much criticism last year with a suggestion 
that the clergy offered "a field" for inquiry, disclosed that the purpose of the 
meeting was for his committee "to receive constructive criticism and suggestions," 
Mr. Velde explained that the meeting was aimed at getting "the viewpoint of 
religious leaders and prominent laymen regarding the committee's work,!! 


Church leaders who met with the committee members were the Rt Rev. 
Henry Knox Sherrill, presiding bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church; the 
Rev, John F, Cronin, S.S., assistant director of the Social Action Department, 
National Catholic Welfare Conference; Rabbi Morris Kertzer of the American Jew- 
ish Committee; Charles C, Parlin, New York attorney and Methodist laymen, chair- 
man of the Press Committee of the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches; and Edwin J, Lukas, director of the Civil Rights Department of the 
American Jewish Committee, 


The session is the first of several scheduled in which the churchmen 
and committee members would confer. Mr, Velde is to make an announcement at the 


conclusion of the conferences. o.P.5, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Nearly 4,000 CO's Engaged in Civilian Work 


Nearly 4,000 conscientious chjcctors are now engaged in work of import- 
ance Kis the national health or welfare, in compliance with the draft law, 
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Latest figures available show that a total of 6,964 registrants have 
been classified as religious objectors by their draft boards. In addition, some 
5,308 men who signified religious objections have been given deferments by reason 
of dependency, failure to pass the physical examination, essential occupation, or 


. some other reason. 


Mennonites and Amish constitute the largest number of conscientious 
_objectors, Those from other major denominations who listed their affiliation in- 
clude: Church cf the Brethren 283; Quakers 101; Jehovah's witnesses 100; Old 
German Baptists Brethren 883: Churches of Christ 77; Methodist 27; Baptist 12; 
Congregational Christian 10; Evangelical and Reformed 10; Presbyterian 8; 
Seventh-Day Adventist 7; Protestant Episcopal 4; Unitarian 3; Lutheran 2; 


Christian Science 1; Mormom 1, and Roman Catholic 1. E.P.S Geneva 
BULGARTA Thirtieth Anniversary of Theological Academy 


On December 8, 1953 the former Theological Faculty at the University 
of Sofia, which was turned into a Theological Academy in 1950, celebrated the 
30th anniversary of its foundation. This Institute has given to the Church 3 
metropolitans, 8 bishops, 16 archimandrites, 274 parish priests, 16 hieromonks, 
9 proto-deacons, hiero-deacons and deacons.. Two women graduates are now nuns. 


To mark this anniversary two of the outstanding Bulgarian church 
leaders - Neofit, the 85 year -old Metropolitan of Vidin, and Professor Dr Stephan 
Zankow - were given the title ‘Honorary Doctor of Theological Sciences." Dr 
Zankow, well known in theological and ecumenical circles in the West, is one of 
the three original founders of the former Theological Faculty now Acadeny, at 
which he has held and still holds the chair of canon law, 


The 28th volume of the Yearbook cf the Academy, published in 1953, 
contains an important study by Dr Zankow on "Unity and Catholicity" (Sobornost) 
of the Church," 


The tradition of bestowing honorary titles to leading theologians was 
introduced by the Academy during 1952, the first doctor being the present Patriarch 
Cyril, Coamaae by Nikolay, Metropolitan of Krititsy and Kolomna, USSR. 

E.P.S.Genevs 


World's YWCA Executive Committee Meets 


(Geneva):- The next session of the World's YWCA Executive Committee 
Will take place at the Ecumenical Institute of Bossey from February 17 to 28. 
The main items on the agenda are the preparation for the World's YwWCA Council 
which will: meet in England in September 1955, the revised text of the Constitu- 
tion, and the development of the work in South Africa, As usual, plans for mutual 
service will be considered, as well as refugee work, relations with other inter- 
national organisations, finance and publications, There will be two days of joint 
sessions with the President's Committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs to discuss 
questions of relationship setween the two movements. #»P.S Geneva 


ie 
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SOUTH AFRICA No Religious Justification for Racial Discrimi- 
nation 


(Johannesburg):- Attemptsto find a religious justification for racial 
discrimination were denounced by Dr Richard Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop of 
Johannesburg, in a sermon here. 


"The Church cannot keep silent but is bound to raise its voice against 
those who seek not only to discriminate between people of different nationalities 
but to bolster that  eaiiu aanidinte by an appeal to the Holy Scriptures," Bishop 
Reeves said, 


Referring to a measure proposed by the South African government, he 
added that "the most recent threat is an effort to bar non-white students from 
the only two universities they now are ~ and for some years past have been- 
allowed to attend," : 


The bishop said that in his estimation there is no evidence to support 
a government contention that such "mixed" universities lead to lowered morals "or 
to any other undesirable social consequences," 


"This is no time for appeasement or compromise," Bishop Reeves said. 
"We cannot accommodate ourselves to the demands of those striving to force a 
policy of racial segregation upon 12,000,000 people, five-sixths of whom have no 


direct voice in public affairs," BeP.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Youth HelvsYouth 


Securing Hrsqadal: help to bring 120 youth consultants from abroad to 
the Evanston Assembly of the world Council of Churches is a project under way by 
the American Protestant youth, The United Christian Youth Movement is sponsoring 
a "Welcome Book," in which it hopes to have 5,000 signatures of American youth 
council members, who will contribute a dollar per signature to help pay travel 
expenses for youth consultants from all over the world, (The United Christian 
Youth Movement is the youth arm of the National Council of Churches and is admin- 


istered through the Division of Christian Education. B,.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES : Categories of Assembly Participants 


The Evanston Assembly participants will consist of some 500 delegates, 
chosen by the 161 member Churches in 48 countries: about 150 specially chosen 
consultants, fuaternal delegates from related organisations, observers from some 
Churches not members of the World Council, youth consultants from the youth organ- 
isations of the Churches, and accredited visitors chosen by the member Churches, al- 
together about 1200 people, 


The presiding officers of the Assembly will be as presidents: Bishop 
Eivind Berggrav of Norway; Pastor Marc Boegner of France, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of the U.S.A., and Archbishop Athenagoras, 
Metropolitan of Thyateira, There will be also: Archbishop Brilioth of Sweden; 
Dr Henry P. Van Dusen of New York; Dr John Mackay of Princeton; the Bishop of 
Chichester; Dr Franklin C, Fry of the U.S.A., and Bishop C.K. Jacob of South 
India, 
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Among others as Assembly speakers are accredited: Bishop Dibelius of 
Berlin; Bishop Berggrav of Norway: Dr Charles Malik of the Lebanon; Professor 
Edmund Schlink of Germany; Professor R.L. Calhoun of the U.S.A., the Rev, Chandu 
Ray of Pakistan; Bishop Anders Nygren of Sweden, and Dr C.W. Ranson of Great 
Britain. 


The President of the United States of America has been invited by the 
Executive Committee to visit the Assembly as the head of the State, It is hoped 
that he will be able to attend, 


In connection with the Assembly some great events will take place, 
such as a public service of worship for 100,000 in Soldier Field, Chicago, on 
August 15, and a special concert of sasred music by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra 


on August 19. B.P.5,Geneva 
UNITED STATES Press Arrangements for the Evanston Assembly 


At the conclusion of the Executive Committee meeting of the World 
Council in Konigstein, the official in charge of press and radio at the Evanston 
Assembly reported to a press conference in Frankfurt that the committee set up 
for this purpose had mace the following arrangements for the allotment of seats 
to authorised press representatives during the conference. 


. In the main hall about 400 seats are reserved for the press, Of these 
200 are for the daily press of USA and Canada, 100 for the church press of USA 
and Canada, 60 for foreign press representatives, 10 for representatives of the 
Roman Catholic press and there are 30 further seats that have not yet been allotted, 


Mr, Charles C, Parlin, Chairman of the Press Committee, gave further 
information about technical arrangements that have been made for the press, radio 
and television. 


The Rev. James W, Kennedy, Director for Radio and Television at the 
Evanston Assembly, reported on arrangements for radio and television coverage, 
explaining that very extensive radio reporting would be done. In regard to TV, 
it was not planned to produce "live" programmes (i.e. in which the programme is 
received simultaneously with delivery by the speaker), but rather TV programmes 
made up from films taken during the Assembly, developed immediately with appro- 
priate sound accompaniment, and then broadcast as a TV programme at a convenient 
time later, This would obviate the necessity of TV cameras, cables, etc. during 
the meetings, 


In addition Dr Kennedy expressed the hope that all Assembly particip- 
ants would use his radio and TV committee as a clearing-house for invitations to 
appear on the radio and TV. 


Notifications of press represeutation in Canada and the United States 
are to be sent to Mr. Parlin, (World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York 10), while other notifications have to be made through the Secretariat of 
the World Council of Churches in Geneva, E.P.S.Geneva 
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Swi TZERLAND 3 Swiss Youth Meets in Preparation for Evanston 


On January 23 and 24, all the church and free-church youth associa- 
tions of German and French Switzerland met together for the first time in the 
well-known youth centre at Vawnarcus, on the lake of Neuchatel, This meeting 
brought together 40 leaders of Swiss Protestant youth work, who are preparing 
Protestant youth for the Assembly of the World Council cf Churches, to be held 
at Evanston this summer, 


Switzerland has been asked to send two youth delegates to this Assembly. 
The main theme of the Assembly, "Christ — the Hope of the World" was dealt with 
by Pastor Girardet (Lausanne) in his Bible study and in a short report by Pastor 
Mobbs (Geneva). The six subsidiary themes, which examine the practical problems 
of the Churches, were described in short reports followed by discussions, on the 
actual significance of these problems for contemporary youth, Different groups 
dealt further with the problem of how to bring closer to the members of the youth 
associations the chief concern of the Assembly - the unity of the Church of 


Christ and its social responsibility. &.P.5.Geneva 
FRANCE : Statement of 73 Worker-Priests 


"Le Monde" (February 4, 1954) commented on the statement of 73 worker- 
priests published in connection with the measures taken by the hierarchy in their 
respect (see EPS No. 1), in these words: 


"We are in a position to assert that this statement in no way implies 
that all the signatories have the intention of breaking with the Church, On the 
contrary, a considerable number of them have already made known their desire to 
remain within the Church, and are attempting to bring round to this point of view 
those who are of a more radical turn of mind. It is only in the weeks that 
follow... that the worker-priests will come to a definite decision in this respect." 


The text of the statement is as follows: 


"At a time when millions of workers both in France and abroad are 
moving towards unity in the defence of their livelihood, their liberties and 
peace; at a time when employers and the Government are increasing their exploita- 
tion and repression in order to protect their privileges and to check at all 
costs the progress of the working class, the religious authorities are imposing 
on the worker-priests conditions that constitute an abandonment of their life as 
workers and a denial of the struggle in which they have thrown themselves, to- 
gether with their comrades. 


"This declaration rests on religious motives; We do not believe that 
our life as workers has ever prevented us from remaining faithful to cur faith 
and to our priesthood. We do not see how in the name of the Gospel priests may 
be forbidden to, share the life of the oppressed masses and to unite with them in 
their struggles. ? 


"But it must not be forgotten that the existence and activities of 
worker—priests has caused havoc in the circles accustomed to using religion for 
their own interests and class prejudices, The pressure exercised by these circles 
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and the denunciations that have come from all the orders and all other sources 
are certainly connected with the present measures, 


"Should these measures be continued, the consciences of Christians en- 
gaged in the struggle of the working class will be disturbed at a time when every 
effort is being made to distract them from this struggle and cast doubts upon 
their faith, The worker-priests claim for them and for all Christians the right 
to join with the workers in their well-justified struggle. . 


"The working class and its militants have confidence in the worker- 
priests and respect their priesthood, This respect and confidence which they 
continue to show for us prevents us from accepting any compromise that consists 
in claiming to remain of the working class unless we work normally and accept the 
engagements and responsibilities of the workers, The working class does not want 
people who merely ‘turn a benevolent eye on their misery! but people who will 
share its struggles and its hopes. 


"We therefore affirm that all our decisions will be made with considera- 
tion for the state of the working class and their struggle for freedom," 


B.P.S.Geneva 
CHINA Latest News 


News from Shanghai, carried in the China Bulletin put out by the Divi- 
sion of Foreign Missions, National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., 
tells something of Christian publishing conditions there, The Kwang Hsueh Publish- 
ing House has entirely given up the publication of Christian books, and plans to 
unite with other medical publishers. Two groups are working on a translation of 
the Bible, and also some individuals, The Homan Catholics have put out a tentative 
translation of the Gospels from the Greek, with notes at the end of each chapter, 
on the meaning of words, and how it differs from the Latin, A group of students 
in a medical college spent their holidays learning Greek, so that they could read 
the New Testament, They are bringing out a mimeographed edition of the Chinese 
Greek Grammar prepared by Dr Leighton Stuart, at least 200 copies, and 300 if they 
can get money enough, They are also preparing to print Bacter's Analytical Greek 
Lexicon. Dr J.L. Stuart's Greek-inglish-Chinese Dictionary is still in circula- 
tion, The plan for a union Christian bookstore in Shanghai has been postponed 
due to the lack of suitable books to offer for sale, Books cannot now be brought 
into China without a licence, which makes the importation of Christian books 
practically impossible. The Christian Literature Society, Association Press, 
China Sunday School Union, and the Baptist Publication Society, have together 
put out a Christian calendar for 1954 which is "suited to the new era," 


.It is reported that churches are crowded in Shanghai for special Gospel 
meetings, and that students are making a good stand for Christ. Some churches 
are being reopened. Institutes of higher learning are being taught to run on 
very limited budgets, according to a news dispatch from Peking, In mid-September 
the responsible persons of various institutions were called together and their 
budgets examined with a fine tooth comb, Printing of forms which could have been 
mimeographed, purchase of foreign supplies when there is a native product avail- 
able, and such extravagances were severely critised. E.P.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN University Mission in Scotland 


A University Mission is to take place over a period from October 24 
to November 3, 1954, A committee composed of students and staff drawn from a 
number of different Christian denominations and University Societies, is now at 
work on the preliminary stages, The Theme of the Mission is "One Christ: One 
World," and the Rev. D.T. Niles of Ceylon will be the chief missioner along with 
a large team of other speakers. E.P.S.Geneva 


'The Bible in World Evangelism" 


The S.C,M. Press in London is going to publish on behalf of the United 
Bible Societies a book under the title "The Bible in World Evangelism" by Dr. 
A,M. Chirgwin. The book is now in the press and is due to appear on March 15. 
The selling price will be 5/-. An American edition will also be published by 


the Friendship Press, B.P.o.Geneva 
ISRAEL The New Jerusalem Bible 


"The Jewish people", it is reported in the weekly journal of the Jews 
in Germany, "has not published its own Hebrew edition of the Bible for over 100 
years, Certainly Bibles (Old Testament) and in particular the five books of 
Moses, have been printed with very varying Hebrew commentaries, But the publica- 
tion of complete Bibles has been left to non-Jewish people." 


It was decided that the Hebrew University at Jerusalem should publish 
a new Jewish edition of the Bible, Professor Umberto Cassuto was willing to 
prepare the new edition, that is to say, to revise the so~called massoretic text, 
eliminating it of its numerous errors by making comparisons with old Bible 
manuscripts. For this work Cassuto was able to have access to an old manuscript 
that kad not previously been available, The manuscript in 
question is the Kodox Bible, kept in the synagogue at Aleppo, and considered so 
holy by the Jews there that it cannot be photographed, This Bible originates 
from the 10th century, and Aron ben Mosche ben Ascher is said to have written 
it, Whether the Kodox does in fact go back to the 10th century and was made use 
of by Maimonides may be considered doubtful. Nevertheless the text is extreme- 
ly important. 


The war and post-war events in Jerusalem delayed the publication of 
the Jerusalem Bible, In December 1951, Prof. Cassuto died, The original plan, 
that is the printing of the Bible in characters specially designed for it, had 
to be given up. One must be content with reproducing a photostatic copy which 
would be satisfaying from the point of view of printing. A very fine volume of 
1337 pages has been published, and the first impression of 10,000 copies was al- 
ready out of print within a few weeks. £.P.5.Geneva 
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End of the Second Term of the Graduate School of Ecumenical 
| Studies 


(Bossey):- The second term of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, 
which began on October 1, 1953 was brought to a close on February 14, with the Ae 
celebration of Holy Communion, Earlier the School's 24 students, coming from 12 
different coum ee, including Japan and Korea, had been presented with diplomas, 


The following Churches were represented by the students; Protestant 
Episcopal, Evangelical Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist, Orthodox, the Waldensian 
Church, as well as united Churches such as the procs in Japan and the United 
Geena: of Canada, The teaching body also comprised theologians from Germany, 
England, the Netherlands, Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden and the United States. 
Following the rey ‘of Cor, 153 57-58, the Director of the Ecumenical 
Institute, Prof. He Kraemer, shortly summing up the work of the term, gave to the 
parting students his farewell message, to carry out as free servants of God in 
_ the service of the Church of Christ that which God would ask of cach of them. 
_ That is what the Church of Christ needs, that they should bear witness willingly 
to Christ in the spirit of the freedom of the Bible, whatever happens in the 
world, 


The Dean of the Theological. Faculty of Geneva University, Prof, Jaques 
Courvoisier, gave a farewell word to the students in the name of Geneva Univers- 
eaty, in which he expressed the hope that the ecumenical harmony achieved in the 
— work of the Graduate School at Bossey might bear its fruits, 


The third term of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, which is 
held every year through the winter months, begins on October ist, 1954. anit 
E.,P.S.Geneva Pe 


pressed in its mews items. 


No. 7 - February 19, 1954 —2- 45 


Peace is the Will of God 


The Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Amsterdam in 1948 
received unanimously and commended to the Churches a report containing the words: 
"We are one in proclaiming to all mankind : War is contrary to the Will of God... 
We believe there is a special call to theologians to consider the theological 
problems involved," 


In response to this "special call" a statement has been prepared by 
the "Historic Peace Churches," the Church of the Brethren, the Society of Friends 
and the Mennonites, Representatives of these three Churches and of the Inter-. 
national Fellowship of Reconciliation have collaborated in the preparation of 
this statement with the title "Peace is the Will of God," 


"We do not profess to have a detailed solution of the international 
problems of today's world," says the preface signed by the members of the Con- 
tinuation Committee of the Historic Peace Churches in Europe, "but we believe 
that our conviction, confirmed by several centuries' experience of the full 
pacifist position, deserves more thorough consideration than has yet been accord 
ed to it, At the same time we are deeply conscious of our own shortcomings and 
of the temptations peculiar to our position. We confess our own guilt in the 
disharmony of our time and share with all Christians a deep longing for peace 
among the nations." 


(The statement can be obtained through the General Secretary of the 
Brethren Service Commission, 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva, Switzerland. Price 


70 Swiss centimes). E.P.S. Geneva 
COLOMBIA Evangelistic Activities Forbidden 


(Bogota):- The Colombian Interior Ministry has forbidden non-Catholics 
in Colombia to proselytise or propagandise outside their places: of worship. 
The Ministry's ruling was contained in a circular letter sent to provincial 
governors and other authorities. The circular letter stated: 


"Non—Catholic natives and foreigners residing in Colombia, whether they 
be ministers, pastors or mere believers, may not undertake any public proselyt- 
ising activity nor use means of propaganda outside places where services are held, 


"Non-Catholic ‘nationals and foreigners residing in Colombia enjoy com- 
plete freedom of conscience, Such persons may not be molested, vexed or disturb- 
ed in the exercise of their religion provided the acts of their cult are per- 
formed in churches or chapels designated for that purpose, 


"The residence of Protestant ministers in mission territories in ac~ 
cordance with the 1938 agreement on missions between Colombia and the Holy See 
is protected by constitutional guarantees, but is subject to the restriction of 
being unable to perform any public missionary or education work, except for 
children of non-Catholic foreigners. 


"In any event, in the performance of a cult of religion other than 
Catholic, they must respect Christian morality, the Catholic religion, her 
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ministers and the laws of the republic, and such acts are not to be subversive 
of public order (Art, 53 of the Constitution). The present circular substitutes 
for circulars 5106 of September 3, 1953, and 4793 of October 24, 1952 issued by 


the Interior Ministry." (see EPS Nos 47, 1953). B.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA The New Moderator of the Church of Scuth India 


(Madras):— The Most Rev. H, Sumitra, Bishop of Rayalaseema, has been 
installed as Moderator of the Church of South India on January 29. Bishop 
Sumitra is a former minister of the Congregational Church in South India, and 
was for many years a professor at the United Theological College Bangalore, He 
is the Church's second moderator, succeeding Bishop Michael Hollis of Madras who 
held the post since 1947 when the Church of South India was formed throvgh the 
merger of Anglican, Methodist, Presbyterian, Congregational and Refermed bodies. 
Bishop Lesslie Newbigin has been appointed Vice-Moderator, 


There are now 800 clergymen in the Church of South India, of whom near- 
ly 100 have been ordained recently. Of the total 800 more than half were 
episcopally ordained, 


Presiding over the fourth statutory Synod of the Church of South India 
held in Madras, and delivering the keynote address, Moderator Bishop Sumitra 
offered four reasons why the Church of South India should cease to be dependent 
on foreign funds: "such grants from overseas diminish our self-respect; the 
critics of Christian work will make capital out of such a situation; we cannot 
claim poverty for the Christian community while such subsidies are being received; 
and we cannot become indigenous with such grants," 


in a series of five resolutions the Synod laid down the directions to 
be followed by the Church at large in the new day that is dawning on it, It re- 
commended that greater attention be paid to the Indianisation of worship, which 
in many Churches is still extremely \iesternised; the production of Christian 
literature of a high quality in Indian languages be encouraged; greater atten- 
tion be paid to stating the Christian faith against the background of Eastern 
thoughts and with a view to the Church taking a larger place in the life of 
India, greater attention be paid to bringing the educated and higher classes of 
india under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 


"It is our opinion that missionaries from older Churches will always 
have a place in the Church of South India", the Moderator stated. "But we feel 
that the method of utilising their talents should be re-thought, We believe that 
the major contribution that can be made by missionaries now is in the training 
of local leadership. We resolve, therefore, to appoint a Commission to lay down 
the principles according to which missionary talent can be used to the best 


advantage"! E.P.S. Geneva 
FORMOSA First Christian University Under lay 


(Taichung):~ The constrvetion of the first Christian university in 
Formosa has been started heve by western missicnaries and Protestant church 
leaders of Formosa, 
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Tunghai University is being backed by the United Board for Christian 
Colleges in China and the Presbyterian Church in Formosa, The University is ex- 
pected to open in September 1954 with about 200 students, 


The campus site in this seacoast city was dedicated by Richard M, 
Nixon, Vice President of the United States, on his recent Far fest tour. Dr. 
Thomas W. Graham, . the United Board's representative in Formosa, expressed the 
hope that Tunghai would carry on the work that Christian universities in China 
had to drop. The United Board, which is supported by 21 American, British and 
Canadian mission boards, backed a dozen Christian colleges in China in previous 
years. Many of the missionaries who worked at the Chinese schools now are 
labouring to get Tunghai started, 


The University's Board of Directors, all churchmen include five Formos- 
ans, five mainland Chinese, two Britons, a Canadian and two Americans, EPS Geneva 


THE NETHERLANDS Against Glorification of War 


The Synodal Board of the Netherlands Reformed Church has sent a letter 
to the Minister of War concerning the recruitment of pupils from school for the 
Armed Forces. 


The Board believes that the primary task of the school, the education 

of youth, is severely threatened by recruitment for military defence. It is no 
longer a question of objective enlightenment but of propaganda and recruitment. 
Jt warns against the way in which the youngsters are made enthusiastic over 
modern armaments, In a pastoral letter of 1952 the Synod said that "all romantic 
glorification of war and armaments should be banned and that war should be shown 
in its naked horror," 


The Synodal Board further believes that there is no justification in 
forcing a choice for life on young people at a romantic age, when they still lack 
mature judgment. For all these reasons the Synodal Board believes that the only 
result of an action meant to strengthen the defensive power of the West, is the 
undermining of spiritual resources which ought to be the real power of the West. 


At the same time, a letter was sent to the Minister of Education in 
which it is asked to set up a study commission to investigage how the real task 
of the schools may be strengthened, This task consists in asking the younger 
generation conscious of the spiritual riches of Western civilisation and in 
making them realise that they live in a world in which they are linked up for 
better and worse with the fate of all the inhabitants of this planet. EPS.Geneva 


HUNGARY Visit of Bishop of Chichester and Dr Visser 't Hooft 


The Bishop of Chichester, who was accompanied by Mrs Bell, and Dr 
Visser 't Hooft were in Budapest from February 6 to 11 to visit the Reformed and 
lutheran Churches and to discuss the preparations being made for the Second 
Assembly of the world Council of Churches. 


On the Sunday they preached to large congregations in the Reformed 
Church at Calvin-ter and the Lutheran Church at Deak-ter, The following two days 
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were devoted to a study conference on the main theme of the Second Assembiy 
attended by the leaders of the Lutheran, Reformed, Baptist and Methodist Churches, 
by the professors of the theological faculties and many pastors, Professor J. 
Hromadka of Prague represented the Czechoslovak Churches, Bishop Bereczky open- 
ed the meeting and emphasised that at this conference the main purpose should be 
to clarify the biblical foundation of the Christian hope. He expressed the 
gratitude of the Hungarian Churches for the letter which the Executive Committee 
of the World Council had sent to the conference of foreign ministers in Berlin. 
An impressive account was given of the ecumenical activities in the congrega- 
tions, This showed that a determined attempt is being made to give church 
members a sense of personal participation in the ecumenical movement and in the 
spiritual preparation for the Evanston Assembly. 


There followed a series of addresses on Hope in the Bible, The Bishop * 
of Chichester described the development of the ecumenical movement, Dr Visser 't 
Hooft spoke on the significance of the Second Assembly, and Prof, Hromadka on the 
relevance of the theme of the Assembly for the present situation in Church and 
society. The visitors expressed their gratitude for the thorough preparations 
which the Hungaz.an Churches are making for the Seoond Assembly. &.P.S.Geneva 


HUNGARY Metropolitan Nicholas on the Task of the 
Church 


On receiving his degree of theologiae doctor honoris causa from the 
Faculty of Reformed Theology in Debrecen on January 25, Metropolitan Nicholas of 
Kritiz and Kolomna, Deputy of the Patriarch of Moscow, delivered his lecture on 
the theme "The Questions of War and Peace from the Christian Point of View," 


"ie may say," he emphasised, "that the existence of Christianity has 
always been a potent factor of peace in the history of mankind" and that it has 
played an important role in the transformation of man, families, communities and 
peoples, "Even if Christianity avoids interference with the changes in economic 
and social conditions, and still more with the political life of peoples and 
nations, the humanism of our age could not have reached its present stature had 
it not been for Christianity which elevates and refines the human passions," 


Broaching the question of "an armed defence of Christianity" the Metro- 
politan denounced that conception as absurd, and reminded his audience "that it 
is by the accomplishment of our duties towards our neighbour, be he near at hand 
or far off, that we may come to the aid of humanity." It is not our attachment 
to any earthly system, but our loyaity to Christ and His Word that should de- 
termine and guide our action in the service of this great cause of peace, "Thus 
the defence of peace may also become a milestone on the road of further co- 
operation and unity of the different Christian denominations. Christian solid- 
arity in the decisive problems of our time may be an omen of this development.’! 


The first of these issues is the banning of hydrogen, atomic and 
bacteriological weapons and all other weapons of mass destruction, "If all 
Christian Churches could agree on this the moral authority of Christianity could 
banish the use of weapons of mass destruction and could move the governments 4:9 
come to an agreement on this issue, and to effect a universal, simultaneous and 
controlled disarmament," 
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"As to the co-existence of two socio-economic systems, Christians, under 
whatever system they may live, must demand that social justice shall prevail not 
by mutual destruction but by the peaceful competition of the two systems. 


"In short, with the co-operation of Christianity, the policy of force 
must be eliminated and must be replaced by a policy of mutual brotherly helpful- 
ness and friendship, The spirit of negotiation must prevail over the spirit of 
force, in full accord with the innermost aspirations of Christianity. To solve 
‘these questions is at the present time a task that Christianity cannos avoid and 
that must be undertaken in a spirit of unity, It is in this way that we shall 
be true disciples of the Author of our faith, ovr Saviour Jesus Christ. We 
Christians of different denominations may be in ons spirit in the bond of love 


and peace", concluded the Metropolitan, E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Petition to the Four Foreign Ministers 


The Council of the German Evangelical Church, which met in Berlin on 
February 11 under the chairmanship of Bishop Dibelius, telegraphed "in view of 
its responsibility for both the East and Wiest of the German fatherland, the urgent 
appeal to the four foreign ministers not to depart before a decisive step had 
been taken towards the reunion of Germany," ‘The telegram continues: "The divi- 
sion of Germany has proved to be a constant threat to peace and a source of 
political unrest. Our people can endure no longer without grave moral harm, the 
denial of its natural unity." 

The Conference of the German Evangelical Church, in which all the 
regional Churches are represented, adopted at its meeting in Berlin on February 
12 the petition on the German question sent by the Council of the Evangelical 
Church to the Four Power Conference the day before. The Conference sent a further 
message sayings: 


"1, The German Hvangelical Church knows, through its close relationship 
with the German people, that + our people in Hast and West desire nothing more 
strongly than the reunion of Germany, We are convinced that as long as the 
German question remains unsolved, there exists a threat to the peace of Germany 
and the world, .The German Evangelical Church joins with the whole German people 
in its petition to the foreign ministers to continue in their efforts for the 
reunion of Germany, until a satisfactory solution is reached for our people and 
for the world, 


"2, The foreign ministers have declared on different occasions that free 
elections in Hast and West Germany are the necessary presupposition to the re- 
union of our people. Thus it is systematically admitted that the free political 
expression and action of the German people is of decisive importance in the 
solution of the problem, Therefore the existing differences of opinion on the 
carrying out of free elections must be overcome, The German Evangelical Church 
asks the foreign ministers to take care that such an expression of the people's 
Will may occur without fear and the troubling of consciences, 


"3. We are conscious that the reunion of our people is inextricably 
bound up with the security needs of our neighbours. Therefore we implore the 
foreign ministers to seek further Zor constructive solutions. of the security 
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problem, For the sake of the peace of all mankind the nations must be ready to 
come half way in this question also. 


"The German Evangelical Church, which has called upon its congregations 
to intercede for the success of this conference, prays God so to direct the 
destinies of the nations that peace shall be given to the world." E.P.S. Geneva 


YUGOSLAVIA Church and State 


The questionnaire sent out to the citizens of Yugoslavia, in connection 
with the latest population census there, included a question on religious con- 
fessions. Citizens had to declare if they were Protestant, Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic, etc., cr without religious confessions. rs 

There are no statistical details on the proportional relationship in 
the State between those who declared themselves to be Christians, followers of 
Islam, members of the Jewish community and those of no confession, A large 
majority, however, claims to belong to some religious confession - as it is re- 
ported from Yugoslavia. About 80% are assessed to be of some faith, while among 
the believers the largest group belongs to the Orthodox Church, The preponderance 
of "believers" over "non-believers" is greater in the country than in the town, 
and indeed 90% of the country population has declared itself as "religious" as 
against 75% in the towns, 


Marshall Tito who has commented recently on the relations between the 
Churches or religious communities and the State described the position of the 
Churches as follows: "On the whole all religious communities, such as the Serbian 
Orthodex, the Moslem community, Protestant Churches, the Old Uatholic and other 
smaller religious faiths, have maintained correct relations with the State," 
liore difficult, however, continued Marshall Tito was the "relation between the 
State and the Roman Catholic Church." 


As regardsthe Orthodox Church, the Association of Priests to which the 
majority of the Orthodox clergy belonged*had not, as was well known, received the 


official recognition of the Holy Synod, xabout 1650 out of approximately 2300 
BE.P.o Geneva 
ce NES Bee SL eae nee eo vonberence Of | he INGks 


For many Asia YMCA leaders the Third Asian Leaders! Conference held in 
Baguio from December 3 - 10, 1953 was "the crowning experience of the year," 
"Toward a Common Strategy" was the central theme of the conference and the three 
Main addresses dealt with "The Rising Tide of Nationalism in Asia," "The Resurgence 
of Ancient Religious Faiths in Asia" and "The Challenge of Communism in Asia," 


Among the outstanding recommendations of the Conference were: the 
creation of an Asian Area Committee of the World's Alliance; the appointment of 
a Leadership Training Secretary; more emphasis on student works; continued stress 
on the production of literature; promotion of fundamental education and an inter- 
national affairs programme; hearty participation in both national and interna- 
tional planning for the 1955 World YMCA Centennial, BeP.~S Geneva 
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F eb e 17-21 


Feb. 17-March 2 
Feb, 2226 
March 59 


March 16-27 
March 22-27 


April 5-9 


April 9 

April 15~24 
April 15-24 
April 15-28 


April 21 
April 26-28 
April 26-May 1 


April 26-May 4 
April 28-May 1 
May 3-10 

May 18-21 

May 24-31 

May 28-June 10 
June 8-22 

June 12-17 
June 20-26 
June 20-26 
June 28 
July-August 
July 2 

July 2-12 


a 


BCUMENICAL CALENDAR 


Administrative Committee of Youth Departments of 
WCC and World Council of Christian Education 


World's YiCA Executive Committee meeting 
YMCA President's Committee meeting 


Retreat of Fraternal Workers and Field Staff of 
Inter-Church Aid Department of WCC 


World's YWwCA African Conference 


Conference on the Theological Foundation of the 
Lay Ministry 


Conference on Ecumenical Students! Exchange and 
Ecumenical Education 


51 


Princeton/USA 
Bossey 


Geneva 


Bossey 


Nigeria 


Bossey 


Bossey 


Administrative Committee of Inter-Church Aid Dept.Geneva 


YMCA Conference on Huropean Questions 
YMCA Conference on Finance 
WSCF Consultation on Student Work 


Functional Group Meetings United Bible Societies 
United Bible Societies Council meeting 


Commission on Theology and Commission on Liturgy 
of the Lutheran World Federation 


Pre-~Evanston European Youth Leaders! Conference 
Conference of the United Bible Societies 
Conference on Prisons and Prisoners 

Work Camp Leaders' Conference 

WSCF Conference of Students! Chaplains 

YMCA Course for Bible Study Leaders 

Course for pastors 

YMCA International Conference on Human Relations 
YMCA Executive Centennial Conference Committee 
Executive of YMCA World's Committee 

YMCA Full Centenni-l Ceonfereace Committee 


YMCA International Older Boys! Training Course 


Mainau/Germany 
Mainau 


Bangkok 


Haywards Heath 
Bastbourne 


Hildesheim/ 
Germany 


Berlin 
Eastbourne 
Bossey 
Bossey 
Bossey 
Mainau 
Bossey 
Mainau 
Mainau 
Mainau 
Paris 


Melun/France 


Administrative Committee of Inter-Church Aid Dept.Geneva 


Course for Laymen = 


Bossey 
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July 5-24 
July 12-17 


July 14-16 
July 15-24 


July 15-25 


July 15-Aug. 3 
July 20-23 
July 24-25 
July 24-31 


July 26-27 
July 27-30 
July 27-Aug. 5 


August 1-6 


Auge 3=5 
Aug. 4-13 
Aug. 5-6 


Auge 7-9 

Auge 7-18 
Auge 911 
Aug. 9-14 
Auge. LO~11 


Auge 10-11 
Auge 10-14 
Aug, 11-13 
Aug. 11-13 


Aug, 11-14 


Aug. 12-13 


WSCF Meeting on "Christian Faith and Drama'! Woudschoten 
YWCA Seminar on Questions related to United Nations 

Economic and Social Council Geneva 
Spanish Literature Conference of LWF Rio de Janeiro 


Internaticnal Missionary Council Ad Interim 
Committee New York 


WSCF Theological Students' Conference in Latin 


America Sao Paulo 

Course for Theological Students Bossey 

Second Latin American Lutheran Conference Rio de Janeiro 

LiF Committee on Latin America Rio de Janeiro 

World Christian Youth Commission meeting Lake Forrest 
USA 

World Presbyterian Alliance meeting Princeton/USA 


Seminar on the YWCA as a World Christian Movement Geneva 


17th General Council of the World Presbyterian 


Alliance Princeton 

WSCF Executive Committee Meeting Monmouth Coll. 
Chicago 

LWE Commission on World Service . - 

Anglican Congress Minneapolis/USA 

Executive Committee of World Presbyterian 

Alliance Princeton 

wSCF Consultation on Missionary Strategy Monmouth Coll. 

Course for Laymen II Bossey 


WCC Preparatory Commission on International Affairs Chicago 


weC Youth Delegation Meeting Lake Forrest 
Meeting of Members of Commission on the Life & Work of 

Women in the Church participating in Evanston Lake Forrest 
Exesubive Committee Meeting of WCC Chicago 

WSCF University Consultation Monmouth Coll. 
WCC Preparatory Commission on Faith and Order Chicago 


Meeting of the Executive of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs Chicago 


WCC Preparatory Commission on the Responsible 
Society Chicago 


Consultation of the Commission on the Life and 
Work of Women in the Church Lake Forrest 


Centrai Committee of the WCC Chicago 


\ 
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Aug, 12-13 WCC Preparatory Commission on Evangelism Chicago 
Auge 12-13 WCC Preparatory Commission on Intergroup Relations Chicago 
Aug, 12-13 WCC Preparatory Commission on the Laity Chicago 
Auge 13-14 Pre-Evanston Lutheran Conference Chicago 
_ Aug. 13~14 WCC Main Theme Group leaders Meeting Chicago 
Auge 13 Executive Committee of World Methodist Council Chicago 
Aug. 14 Faith and Order Commission Chicago 
Auge 14 ~—~— WCC Worship Committee Chicago 
Auge. 14 WCC Study Department Committee Chicago 
Aug. 14=31 Joint USCC and WSCF Conference , Evanston 
Aug. 15-31 Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches Evanston 
Auge, 15-31 WSCF Leadership Training Course Mainau 
Sept, 1-3 WCC Central Committee Meeting Evanston 
Sept. 2-7 wCC~World Council of Christian Education Youth Lake Geneva 
Department Committees USA 
Septe 3~7 Faith and Order Commission Chicago 
September Annual Conference of Brethren Service Workers Austria ? 
Oct. 1-Dec, 31 First part of 1954/55 Semester of Graduate School 
of Ecumenical Studies Bossey 
October Conference of YMCA Travel Services Switzerland 
October YMCA European Area Committee Switzerland 
Oct. 11-15 LWF Commission on Stewardship « Congregational life ? 
Oct, 1822 European National Youth Secretaries! Meeting Switzerland 
Octe 19-21 Inter-Church Aid Consultation Geneva 
Oct, 22 Administrative Committee of Inter-Church Aid Dept. Geneva 
Oct. 22-29 LWF Commission on World Missions Hoekelum 
November Executive Committee of World's YWCA ? 
Nove 23-Dec. 2 World's YwCA Membership Conference Victoria/Aust. 
B.P.o Geneva 
FINLAND A New "Work-Church!! Dedicated in Helsinki 


On February 7, a new and mest up-to-date church was dedicated in Hel- 
sinki, It is a real "work-chursh", as Bishop Gulin of Tampere said in his dedica- 
tion address, Besides the big churchlall it contains a smaller one for the 
owedish~speaking congregation, two parish halls with kitchens, ten club rooms for 
youth work and a gymnastic hall, The celebration took place in presence of 
Mr, Paasikivi, President of the State, BeP.o.Geneva 
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KENYA -Message from the Anglican Bishops in Bast Africa 


The Anglican Bishops of East Africa, assembled in conference in Nairobi 
in January 1954, sent their greetings to all Christians in Uganda, Kenya, Tanga- 
nyika and Zanzibar and especially the Christians of the Mombasa diocese, "who 
are passing through a chery trial at this time, at the hands of the Mau Mau," 


"The sufferings of the Kenya Christians are our sufferings, for we are 
all one body in Christ: and they may be assured that we are remembering them 
in our prayers," the message says. 


| "We are deeply grieved that in many other parts of Africa, there are 
signs of strife and misunderstanding and hatred and fear among the peoples, 
These things are contrary to the will of God, and therefore we summon all our 
people to pray ~ both in Church and in hele homes - frequently and regularly, 
_ that God will show us the way to true Christian peace and brotherhood in Africa, 
and that He will give us the grace to walk in it..." 


The Bishops recall that "human effort and the use of human power (in 

_ wealth or knowledge or labour) cannot be directed to the good of all men apart 
from obedience to God. For the Christian knows that all groups of men are creat- 

- ed not to serve only their own interests, in family, tribe, or nation, but to 

work together for the good of the whole human race in obedience to God's will 

revealed in Christ. Living for oneself, on whatever level, brings disaster. 


: phe 


"It is these beliefs which must guide the Church in Hast Africa today... 
The Church has two things to say in such a situation, First, we as Christians 
must look to ovr life together and try to make it a truer expression of our faith 
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in Christ. We believe that all who live by faith in Him are born again into a 
new relationship with God and their fellow Christians, They are still members 

of a particular family, tribe and nation, they still inherit a particular culture 
and way of life, but they must no longer allow these things to separate them from 
other brothers and sisters in Christ whose inheritance is different. These dif- 
ferences are given by God to become means of mutual enrichment, not causes of . 
division. There is one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism - a truth witnessed to by 
God's Word and His Sacraments. 


"We have therefore to work for the unity of all Christians within one 
Church, and we cannot allow any differences of race alone to prevent worship and 
fellowship together. For example, if language difficulties can be overcome, the 
race of a priest of the Church ought not to limit his ministry in any way. 


"Secondly, the Church must announce to all the peoples of East Africa 
that it is God's will for them that they should work together for the good of 
all, Christians must first try to find out the truth on both sides, le must 
stand against all discrimination based on racial grounds alone, and against all 
exploitation of the weak by the strong. We must try to support all who are work- 
ing for justice and co-operation. We must help people to understand that all 
power over other people, whether of position or wealth or knowledge, involves 
responsibility..." 


The message closes with these words: "There is only one way to live 
according to these Christian principles, and that is in the power of God the Holy 
Spirit, given to us through our sharing in the Word and Sacraments and our 
fellowship in the Church, ile are called as congregations and as individuals to 
examine ourselves to see how far we are faithful to Christ and His will, Where 
we are not, let us repent and return to the true way, acknowledging our sin and 
seeking God's forgiveness, It is not an easy thing to walk in His way, but we 
are called to be Christians for such a time as this, to show by our lives and 


our words the truth of God, that He may be glorified," E.P.S.Geneva 
COLOMBIA Primate on the New Order Restricting Protestant | 
: Activities 


(Bogota):— The Roman Catholic Primate of Colombia agreéd with the 
government's new order forbidding Protestant religious and educational activities 
outside churches and chapels (see EPS No. 7). 


Crisanto Cardinal Luque, Archbishop of Bogota, wrote to the Interior 
Ministry that the measure fulfilled the government's duty "to protect the reli- 
gion of almost all Colombians," adding that the order defends Colombia's reli- 
gious unity, "the nation's strongest bond," 


The Cardinal said the order would prevent religious conflicts and dis- . 
turbances of public order, "which are caused by the propaganda of some Protestant 
sects, whereby these molest Catholics because of their religious belief." Further- 
more he declared that the measure "eliminates the pretext on which a wide sustain- 
ed campaign of dishonour to the country is being carried out abroad as though 
there existed in it any religious persecution against Protestants," E.P.S,Geneva 
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SPAIN The Working Class and the Roman Catholic Church 


An “overwhelming majority" of Spanish workers are not practising 
Catholics, according to a survey published in the current issue of "Ecclesia", 
official organ of Spanish Catholic Action, 


The investigation was carried out by priests who serve as spiritual 
advisers to the official National Trade Union, which represents millions of 
Spanish workers, A report on the survey was written by Father Villalobas, O.F.M. 


Besides finding widespread religious apathy and ignorance among work- 
ing men, "Ecclesia" said, the priests learned that workers generally believed 
the Church favoured the wealthy classes, preferred to have priests keep out of 
politics, preferred that Church and State remain independent of each other, 
Among the reasons given by the inquiring priests for the workers! attitude were 
poverty and the presence of a "Marxist virus." 


"Heclesia" said that, although the workers “appreciate the benefits 
accruing from the social legislation of the Spanish State, quite a few of them 
attribute that policy, not so much to the reasons of justice, but to the need 
for avoiding the advance and penetration of Communism," 


The general conclusions reached by the priest investigators applied 
to workers in all parts of Spain, Conditicns among Spanish workers have become 
of increasing concern to the bishops. Among those who have ‘criticised the dis- 
parity between the wealth of Spain's large landholders and the poverty of the 
masses are the Bishop of Malaga, the Archbishop of Valencia, the Archbishop of 
Granada and the Bishop of Bilbao. 


Among the conclusions reached by the investigating priests were these: 
"In general, the overwhelming majority of the Spanish workers, contrary to what 
was hoped, has not developed a greater feeling for Christian life, Our 
workers show great religious ignorance and few of them display an interest in 
it because they keep away from the Church. However, the Spanish worker does 
not have a feeling of contempt for religion; he has instead a foundation of 
religious conscience that makes possible its revival," 


In this concern "Ecclesia" mentions the Protestants: "It was not a 
serious problem except in Madrid, Galicia, Catalonia and Levante (the Mediter- 


ranean provinces between Catalonia and Andalusia) ," E,P.S.Geneva 
KOREA Canadians Baptised in Korean Church 


(Seoul):~ During December 1953 Pastor Kyung Chik Han of Yung Nak 
‘Presbyterian Church in Seoul baptised and received into membership on confession 
of faith 19 members of the Canadian armed forces, Letters of transfer to Churches 
of their choice in their home communities have already been prepared by .the 
leaders of the optional study course in Christian citizenship which the men 
completed before joining the Church. Forty men have graduated from the first 
course, in addition to the 19 received into the Yung Nak Church, ten will be 
received into the Church of England in Canada by Bishop Chadwell of Seoul. 

,P.5.Geneva 
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U.S.S.K. Position of the Russian Orthodox Church 


The January 1954 issue of the Journal of the Patriarchate of the 
Orthodox Church in Moscow is revealing from two points of view. Firstly, in a 
backward glance at the past year, a review is made of the spiritual position of 
the Russian Orthodox Church, particularly as regards the future; secondly, the 
Journal makes short but critical remarks on the problems of the ecumenical move- 
ment. ; 


The Patriarchate's chief concern is the development of a strict spirit- 
ual discipline in the Uhurch, and not only in the great cities, but throughout 
the whole sphere of influence of the Church in the Soviet Union, "Nothing in 
our church must oppress the ears and eyes of the worshippers and distract them 
from their meditative devotion to Heaven, to God, to the spirit of the Mount of 
Transfiguration, whose true reflection the temple of God is." Singing in church 
must also follow strict rules, "banning all secular musical recitals, which pre- 
vent complete devotion," Even artificial lighting effects are forbidden, 
"Electric lighting was permitted in churches to a limited extent, but to no ex- 
tent as a substitute for lighting by candles which have been used traditionally 
in the church from ancient times in a spirit of sacrifice, The glimmering light 
before the icon, the steady glow of the wax candles - this is what the pious 
worshipper desires when he enters the church, so that he may sink in fervent 
prayer." Therefore the clergy are exhorted to discharge their duties in a truly 
vocational spirit. An assessment of churches restored in the past year shows 
that the old village church of Byugi in the Urals, the frescoes of a church in 
the Jaroslav district, as well as five other partly restored churches were able 
to be rededicated in the presence of a large audience of believers. "All this 
reconstruction and re-equipping of thé churches is being achieved thanks to the 
efforts of humble Russians, and is the proof of their intercession and support," 


The exhortation of the Patriarchate not to ignore the spiritual founda-~ 
tions of the Church in the opening year, is followed by a reference to the peace 
activities of the Church, which are being carried out in particular by the Metro- 
politan Nicholas of Krutitsy and Kolomna within the framework of the World Peace 
Council. A short exposition is given on the relations between the Moscow Church 
and its fellow Orthodox Churches and the communities of the Russian emigration. 
'The Russian Orthodox Church enters the year of 1954 with the firm intention of 
maintaining a strict church discipline and at the same tie it seeks to develop 
its relations with the above-mentioned Churches in a spirit of mutual respect 
and brotherly love," 


In a statement on the "Problem of the Ecumenical Movement," one of the 
editorial staff of the Journal, A, Bujewski, states that the Russian Orthodox 
Church will follow the ecumenical movement attentively. In July 1948 it refused, 
in conjunction with other Orthodox Churches, to co-operate in this movement. 
Nevertheless the Russian Church takes the greatest interest in the ecumenical 
movement and in the efforts of Western Christianity to find the way to the unity 
of the Church. It is evident in many ways, in the writer's opinion, that the 
previous attempts of individual Christian groups to form a close alliance on the 
basis of a "dogmatic minimum" were quite insufficient, Thus agreement was lack- 
ing as regards the conclusions of the World Conference on Faith and Order in 
such questions as the nature of the Church, the order of worship, and the dif- 
ficult problem of the Sacraments, 
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Bujewski declares finally: ‘Today when the preparations for the 
Assembly at Evanston of Christians . throughout the world are bringing more 


and more to our attention the tasks of the ecumenical movement, we shall in the 
columns of our periodical come to grips with the theory and practice of this 


movement ,'! E.P.S.Geneva 
Usoevelt. The Religious Situation in Prison Camps 


"Religious life in the camp was very active," stated Pastor Karl Eursken, 
who had just returned to Germany after many years in a Russian prisoner-of-war 
camp, in a report, over the Bavarian Radio in Munich, From 1950 Pastor Eursken 
was in a hussian prison camp whose innates were vondemned to 25 years forced 
labour, Pastor Bursken divided his fellow prisoners into three groups: there 
were those that had failed with God and the worid, and later came partially to 
believe; there were those who were obstinately indifferent and those who from 
the beginning were without religion, 


Among the unbaptised there were some who asked to come into the Church, 
"so that I often asked myself how in this comfortless situation where others had 
gone astray from God, and I myself as a pastor had to constanly pray for the re- 
newal of my faith, people who had previously had no desire to know anything of 
God, could now come to find Him," 


He held services in cellars, in recently constructed buildings and 
amongst wooden scaffolding and there baptised several of his comrades, The group 
of prisoners who had been believers from the time they left home forned- the core 
of his prison community, Their faithful attendance at his services was the 
fundamental reason for the prohibition in 1951 cf all services, After that 
services and Holy Communion were held only at special festivals among smail 
groups, "Comrades who themselves had no concern with religion guarded and kept 


watch for us," E.P.S.Geneva 
CEYLON Meeting Between Christians and 
Buddhi sts 


As the sign of a newly-awakened consciousness of a long forgotten duty, 
the "Christian News Bulletin", published by the National Christian Ccuncil of 
Ceylon, reports on three important meetings between Buddhists and Christians in 
Ceylon, Such meetings for discussion are numerous in university circles, Thus 
in October 1953 the University of Beradenya was the focal point of meetings be 
tween Christian and Budchist students, Following an introductory lecture which 
about 150 students attended, a course of lectures was given in which from 250 to 
300 students took part, In the course of extremely lively discussions questions 
were asked, in particular by Buddhist monks and members of the University admi- 
nistration, which in a most interesting way did not deal with the account of 
Buddhism as given by the lecturer, but with his exposition of Christianity. 


Another important discussion took place some weeks later in Kandy on 
the problem of "Christianity and Buddhism", which the YMCA in East Asia had 
arranged, Buddhist speakers dealt with the teachings and history of Buddhism and 
its relation to Christianity. Here also was established an association between 
Buddhists and Christians, such as had.seldom been seen before, 
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At a third meeting, attended by Dr Rajah 8B, Manikam, Joint Secretary 
of the World Council of Churches and the International lissionary Council in 
Bast Asia, the foundation of a Christian Institute for Buddhist studies for all 
of East Asia was considered. 


The "Christian News Bulletin" concludes: "For many years the Church 
has had no association with its Buddhist neighbours and therefore today we no 
longer share the same interests, or understand each other's language, Through 
conferences, through literature, through study and above all through friendly 
contact and sympathetic approach we must learn to understand arid to love our 
- Buddhist neighbour, Without that our preaching will remain a 'tinkling cymbal'," 


#.P.5,Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN New Tasks for Old Churches in the City of London 


By a happy coincidence the completed plan for reorganising the parishes 
in the City of London upon which the Church of England authorities had been en- 
gaged for six years, recently acquired the force of law upon the same day as the 
Lord Mayor of london presided at a luncheon to inaugurate a rebuilding appeal for 
the City Temple, the only Free Church within the City boundaries. 


Before the war there were 48 parish churches in the City of London, 
many of them of great historical and architectural importance, Forty of these 
churches, many of which were either demolished or severely demaged, are tu be 
restored "as soon as practicable" but only 24 of them are to continue as parish 
churches with the traditional responsibility for the spiritual care of all who 
live within their boundaries, The other churches due to be restored are to be 
designated "Guild Churches." Their constitution will be without parallel in the 
Church of England and may well set a pattern for a new type of ministry in large 
urban areas, The Guild Churches are to be ‘available for worship, ministrations 
and religious instruction to the non-resident population of the City.’' For this 
reason they will be exempt from holding the statutory Sunday services, The clergy 
appointed to serve them will be appointed for a term of years and are to possess 
"Special qualifications in scholarship, preaching, pastoral work or administra- 
tion, or other particular qualifications," which they can offer to the Church at 
large. Thus certain Guild Churches will be asseciated with specialised activities 
such as the ministry of healing, sociology and industrial work, clergy training, 
pastoral work, men's work and relations with foreign Churches, One Guild Church 
is to become the official church of the City Corporation, thereby strengthening 
the relations of Church and State in the City which have long bsen close and 
harmonious. 


The plan thus provides for the retaining of as many historic Wren 
churches as possible and for the opening up of fresh avenues of service not con- 
fined to the centre from which they radiate, The Church of England will still 
possess more buildings and deploy greater manpower in the square mile of the City 
than anywhere else and an effective weekday ministry will be established to the 
hundreds of thousands of workers who fleck into the City each days 


; 
Only the outer walls of the original building of the City Temple remain- 

ed after it was damaged by bombardment in 1941. An appeal for £300,000 has now 

been issued to rebuild this "Free Church Cathedral" which, because of its relation 
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to the City Corporation, has a unique position in the history of British Non- 
conformity. The Lord Mayor gave an assurance that the City Corporation would 

do all in their power to assist the appeal because they regarded the City Temple 
as an emblem of that freedom and liberty which have always been treasured by the 
City of London, Dr Leslie Weatherhead, the minister of the City Temple, said 
that he thought the special character of the church enabled it to make a highly 
valuable contribution to the great cause of Christian unity, BeP.S. Geneva 


The Racial Problem 
UNESCO has published two volumes on the racial problem, one written by 


Dr WeA. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, on 
"The Ecumenical Movement and the Racial Problem", the other by Father Yves Congar, 


O.P., on "The Catholic Church and the Race Question.” E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY "We do not Give up Hope" 


(Berlin):- With reference to the fear that once again all has been in 
vain, "that it may be many years before the German fatherland is freed and unit- 
ed," Bishop Dibelius, Chairman of the Council of the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, declared in a commentary on the Four Power Conference, broadcasting 
through the Nordwestdeutschar Rundfunk: "We do not give up hope, that never- 
theless a great step is being made towards peace and in this hope we will as the 
Protestant Church continue in our spiritual duty to men," "The Church does not 
wish to enter in any way into the alien realm of politics, but it does recognise 
its responsibility for human beings in face of all the suffering caused by the 
existence of a wholly or partially barricaded frontier across Germany." 


- The day after the conclusion of the Berlin Four Power Conference Bishop 
Dibelius stated in Heidelberg: "We are indeed very distressed that the Con-~ 
ference has had no tangible positive results, but Christians never despair. 

Today, if ever, the Church must follow its duty of rendering comfort and administ— . 


ering pastoral care," E.P.S,. Geneva 
AFRICA. Survey of Training of Ministry 


During the past six months an international, interdenominational team 
of experts has been making a survey on the Training of the Ministry in Latin 
Africa (countries of Latin languages). The-team, under the chairmanship of Dr. 
Searle Bates (Disciples) of Union Theological Seminary, carried out the study 
for the International Missionary Council and the Africa Committee of the Division 
of Foreign Missions of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


Other members of the team were Dr Bengt Sundkler (Lutheran) of Uppsala 
University; Professor Christian G, Baeta of University College of the Gold 
Coast, Achimota (Presbyterian); Professor Frank Michaeli of the Paris Theologic- 
al Faculty (Reformed), Dr Bates returned to New York in Uecember after having 
spent two weeks in London completing a preliminary report, The findings of the 
survey will make an important contribution to plans for the revamping of the 
system of theological education in Latin Africa at a very critical time in the 
life of that continent. It will introduce a new era of co-operation among the 
_ more than one hundred missions from eight countries working in tropical Africa, 
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Dr Norman Goodall of the London office of the International Missionary 
Council, and Mr.#rik Nielsen, Research Secretary for the IMC, have now completed 
a third stage of the study which has been concerned with southern Africa, The 
first stage was conducted by Bishop Stephen Neill in British Bast and West 
Africa, An integrated report of the three stages covering the whole of Africa 
south of the Sahara will be published in one volume, edited by Dr Bengt Sundkler, 
under the title "The Christian Minister in Africa," 1t is expected that the 
volume will be completed late in 1954. E.P.5.Geneva 


Christian Radio and Television Work 
"The Christian Broadcaster" 
~The World Committee for Christian Broadcasting" has devoted the 
January 1954 issue of its quarterly journal "The Christian Broadcaster" (see 
EPS No. 46, 1953) entirely to the practical tasks of this Committee in the field 
of exchange of experience on radio and television, 


The Rev, W, Burton iiartin of the National Council cf the Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A., recently returned from Africa, reports on the situation of 
Christian radio work in Africa, Another article deals with the methods of 
Wollowing up" Church radio work among the listeners and the congregations. In 
addition to reporting news of Christian radio and television work in all parts 
of the world and in various denominations, "The Christian Broadcaster" presents 
a revealing survey of the much discussed question of telecasting church services. 
In the present issue three examples of radio programmes are given which provide 
material for the discussion of methods for the indirect presentation of the 
Gospel, The three examples include an American, a Dutch and a German radio pro- 
gramme, each of which tries by means of modern radio to obey the commandment to 
preach the Gospel to all men. BeP.oeGeneva 


international Radio an“ TV Workshop. 


An international radio and TV workshop for all persons interested in 
Christian broadcasting efforts has been scheduled for July 26 to August 6 at 
Union Theological Seminary in New York. As this course will take place just 
before the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches, foreign visitors 
Will have the opportunity to study American radio and TV techniques and to discuss 
with other participants, methods and principles of work in their countries and 
- Churches. The workshop will be arranged by the Broadcasting and Film Commission 
of the National Council of Churches, whose new directais the Rev. 5S. Franklin 
Mack, 


The World Committee for Christian Broadcasting" wil hold its annual 
meeting and a conference of its members and area representatives in connection 
With this international radio workshop in New York, The conference will discuss 
primarily the expectations of Christian brozdcasters with regard to the Evanston 
Assembly of the World Council cf Churches, E.P.S. Geneva 
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INDIA ' Evangelical Fellowship of India 


The third annual conference of the "Evangelical Fellowship of India" 
was held at Devlali, in Western India, in mid-January and brought together 250 
Indian and overseas members from all parts of the land. Nagas, Tibetans, Nepalis, 
Chinese, were amongst the national members; 22 Missions are affiliated with the 
Fellowship. The primary object of the Fellowship is the revival of the Churches. 
The Fellowship was born in the deep conviction that it is the will of God to 
send revival in the Church throughout India, to visit the whole and meet the 
total need. 


The conference speakers were Mr, Norman Grubb and Dr Edwin Orr. A 
notable feature of the conference this year was the presence of a Naga choir of 
22 men and women sent by the Churches in the Naga Hills of Assam to visit some 
of the main cities in ‘iest and North India, including the capital, to give 
testimony in song. 


Another valuable contribution was the reports given to the conference 
of work being done through Bible correspondence courses, Sunday School courses, 
literature distribution, radio, book clubs, Gospel gramophone records, and of 
plans to extend the use of these media in each of the main languages, It is 
estimated that over 75,000 persons, mainly non-Christians,have taken a corres- 
pondance course on the Gospel of St John; and many more are studying other 
courses, 


Plans were outlined for a Council of Evangelists to draw into fellow- 
ship Indian brethren under the anointing of the Spirit for the greater blessing 
of their ministry in the Churches, Proposals were also considered for furthering 
amongst Indiansoverseas, the witness. of the Indian Church, the support of Indian 
missionaries and the despatch of an evangelistic team to countries in Asia and 
Africa. EeP.S. Geneva 


pe nT ER REE De RERN gy OCONEE OA eee eT 


Lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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JAPAN The Labour Movement from the Viewpoint of Christianity 


The Social Problems Study Commission of the Kyodan (United Church of 
Christ in Japan) has prepared a report on "The Labour Movement in Japan from the 
Viewpoint of Christianity" as a result of several study conferences held in 1953, 
at which Labour Union experts, representatives of management and labour union 
leaders were invited to present their opinions, From the statement prepared by 
the Commission which is chaired by Hidenobu Kuwata, president of the Kyodan 
. Theological Seminary, we quote: 


"The Labour Union Movement, called the 'Democratic School', carries 
great significance for the democratisation of Japan, especially the democratisa- 
tion of industry and the self-sufficiency of the Japanese economy. It may be 
fairly said that the destiny of Japan, now facing a severe crisis, depends upon 
conditions in the Labour Union Movement which is the support cf the working 
masses. 


"Therefore, the Government should improve and stimulate the sound de- 
velopment of the Labour Union Movement,clearing away obstacles hindering its 
growth instead of bearing down with violent hands of oppression and obstructing 
the Movement... 


"But, most important of all, the Labour Union Movement itself should 
realise its mission in the reconstruction of Japan... It was strengthened in 
quantity by the situation following the military defeat, but it is really weak 
and has not been strengthened in quality. The Labour Union should not be the 
scene of struggle but rather a place for the harmony of labour and capital, with 
increasing production and increased shared profits... 


"The Church must recognise and appreciate the strategic significance of 
the Labour Movement for the democratisation and economic independence of Japan. 
Furthermore, it is hoped that the Church through evangelism, education and study, 
can render great service to the development of a sound Labour Movement based 
upon the Christian spirit instead of class struggle, as the Church helps enhance 
the dignity of the individual, a spirit of toleration and co-operation, and a 


sense of social righteousness and social service," B.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA African Priest Named Head of Anglican Mission House 
(Johannesburg):- The Rev. Leo Rakale, a young African priest member 


of the Anglican Community of the Resurrection, has been named head of the order's 
mission house at Orlando, He is the first non-European member of the community 
to hold such a post, Father Rakale, who is said to have inspired the character 
of Father Msimangu in Alan Paton's book "Cry, the Beloved Country", will have 
three white priests working under him, 


Announcement of the appointment was made by the Rev, Trevor Huddleston, 
an Anglican priest who said that Father Rakale was the first non-Huropean to pro- 
fess the community's life vows of poverty, chastity and obedience. "His appoint- 
ment," he said, "is simply due to the fact that he is considered the best man 
for the job. It has nothing whatever to do with colour." B.P.S.Geneva 
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PHILIPPINE ISLANDS First Work Camo of 1954 to be Held 


The World Council's first International Work Camp of 1954 will be held 
April 15 to May 15, in a province north of ilanila, It will be jointly sponsored 
by the Youth Department of the Philippine Federation of Christian Churches, the 
Youth Department of the world Council of Churches, and UNESCO. UNESCO is con- 
ducting a pilot project in fundamental community education in that area, and has 
brought in a dozen international experts in the various phases of community 
education. It is their expectation that they will be able to affect the lives 


of every person in the province over a period of several years, 


The work project will be the building of a dormitory for this staff 
and for the continuing faculty, digging the irrigation ditches and building roads. 
The education programme will be led by a team of international experts, This is 
considered a most unusual opportunity for leaders from any country who are con- 


cerned with fundamental community education, HeP.S. Geneva ° 
GREAT BRITAIN Religious Television Policy 


The Postmaster General, Earl De la Warr, met representatives of the 
British Council of Churches at the House of Lords on February 17 to discuss 
arrangements for religious television programmes under the auspices of the new 
corporation which Parliament has decided should be set up. The Government had 
in mind that the BBC's Central Religious Advisory Committee would be asked alsos 
to advise the new corporation, Discussion took place on this proposal and on 
various suggestions put forward by the representatives of the British Council 
of Churches. These were: The Bishop of London, the Bishop of Bristol, the Rev. 
Dr Hugh Martin, Moderator of the Free Church Federal Council, the Rev. E. Benson | 
Perkins, Vice-President of the British Council of Churches, and others, 

B.P.S. Geneva 


FINLAND 37 Pastor Candidatesfor the Diet 


On March 7-8, the general election of the new members of the Diet will 
take place in Finland, In the election 37 pastors of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Finland are candidates for the Diet. Seventeen pastors represent the 
National Coalition, 9 the People's Party (progressive liberal), 4 the Agrarian 
Party, 4 the Social Democratic Party, 2 the Swedish People's Party, and one the 
liberal Federation, The Democratic Federation of the Finnish People (Communist) 


has no pastors as its candidates, B.eP.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Mutual Sharing of Church Buildings 


(Hanover):- The Statistics Office of the German Evangelical Church 
publishes an interesting statement, which reveals to what extent in the West 
of Germany the two leading confessions and the Free Churches put 
their churches at each other's disposal. This is largely due to the influx of 
refugees, 


In the predominantly Protestant parts of western Germany it is the 
Protestants who help out their Catholic and Free Church brethren with 3198 churches, 
Chapels and other places of worship, while in the districts with a Protestant — 


a 
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minority they themselves are guests in 1210 Catholic and Free Ghurch places of 
worship. While, for example, in the Hanover regional (Land) Church 108 churches 
of Roman Catholic or Free Churches communities are used by Protestant commun- 
ities, the regional Church has itself put 762 of its own churches at the dispos- 
al of the Catholic and Free Church communities. In the other great regional 
Churches the proportion is as follows: Westphalia: 168 - 97; Rhineland: 

93 - 70; Hessen-Nassau: 51 - 406; Kurhesse-Waldeck: 21 - 529; Baden: 60 - 80; 
Bavaria: 602 — 346; Braunschweig: 1-157; Schleswig-Holstein: 1 - 215; 
Wirttemberg: 79 - 379; Oldenourg: 9 - 48. B.P.S. Geneva 


World's Alliance of YMCAs 


(Geneva) : — In the March issue of "World Communiqué" - official 
publication of the World's Alliance of YMCAs - is news of the worldwide outreach 
of the United States YMCA Movement interpreted against the background of the 
lifework of Dr Eugene E, Barnett whose retirement as United States National 
General Secretary is announced internationally in this issue. 


It was in 1937, after 27 years' service in China, that Dr Barnett re- 
turned to the United States to become Executive Secretary of the International 
Board of the YMCA, in charge of extension work in 32 countries, 


Dr Jay A. Urice, who now succeeds Dr Barnett as National General 
Secretary, has served with him as Associate General Secretary of the. National 
Council since 1936 and played an active part in the United Services Organisation's 
work among members of the Armed Forces during World War II. «then the present 
National Council of the YiCA was established in 1925, he organised its programme 
and research section wkich now guides Pere activities for the United States 
YMCA's three million members. | B.P.S. Geneva 


The iiitness of the Reformed Church in the World Today 


From July 27 to August 5, 1954 the General Council of the World 
Presbyterian Alliance will be held at Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, 
New Jersey, U.S.A. An attendance of some 400 delegates is expected, represent- 
ing the 65 Presbyterian and Reformed Churches which are now members of the 
Alliance - as well as observers from other confessional bodies and inter-—church 
organisations. 


Among pressing issues to be considered by Commissions of the Council 
are: (a) Relationship to the ecumenical movement and to other confessional 
groups; (b) Problems of evangelism, directed towards non-Christians at home and 
overseas; (b) Ministries within the Church - elders, deacons, Sunday School 
helpers, youth leaders, etc.; (d) Attitude to the State;  (e) Inner life of the 
Church and its members. 


One of the chief values of this meetng, as of previous Councils,will 
lie in personal contacts and friendship. re 4 S. Geneva 


+ 
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GREAT BRITAIN "What about Kvanston?" 


In a short popularly-written booklet published by the British Council 
of Churches, Dr Leslie Cooke reviews the six-year record of the World Council 
of Churches and sets the scene for the Evanston Assembly, He emphasises the re- 
levance of all that will happen at Evanston to every parish and congregation and 
the importance of each local church becoming involved in the ecumenical movement 
through prayer, study and common action. 


The Rev. Dr Leslie Cooke, who is Secretary of the Congregational Union 
of England and Wales, is a member of the Executive Committees of both the World 
Council of Churches and the British Council of Churches. He is one of the 
British delegates to the Evanston Assembly. 


The booklet may be obtained from the British Council of Churches, 39. 


Doughty Street, London W,C,1, at the price of 6d. E.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Frankfurt-an-der-Oder "Town of Christian Reconstruction 


Following last year's choice of Dresden, the Hilfswerk Committee of 
the German Evangelical Church has chosen for the year 1954-55 Frankfurt-an-der- 
Oder as the "Town of Church Reconstruction," 


Frankfurt, situated between the Oder and the destroyed hinterland of 
the Oder marsh, is an important centre cf Christian work in the Eastern Zone, 
Not far south,near Furstenwaldjis the "shanty town" of "Stalinstadt," which in 
its outlook is so actively opposed to the forces of Christianity that there is 
no church built in that city, By the end of the war five of Frankfurt's churches 
and chapels were totally destroyed and the seven others seriously damaged. It 
has been possible in the first place to rebuild three of the destroyed churches 
and two of the damaged ones for the use of the people of the town, the 52,000 in- 
habitants of which are predominantly Protestant. Nine Protestant parishes in 
the Frankfurt area have begun the work of reconstruction of churches, parish 


halls and religious instruction centres. E.P.S.geneva 
JAPAN Interest in Christianity Still High in 1953 


Dr William Axling, retired Baptist missionary now acting as a travel- 
ling evangelist for the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan), has reported 
432 baptisms as a result of 210 meetings held during 1953. Although attendance 
at the meetings averaged slightly less than in 1952, Dr Axling believes interest 
in Christianity is still high in Japan, and cited the 2,152 decision cards which 
he received to prove this, While 80% of these cards were from young people, Dr 
Axling also reported some success with the older generation, supposedly notorious- 


ly difficult to convert, EereoeGeneva 
UNITED STATES Methodist Bishops to Launch World Order Crusade 


A Crusade for World Order to be carried out by the Methodist Church in 
1954 and 1955 will be officially launched on April 26-28 when the denomination's 
bishops will spend three days at the United Nations headquarters studying the 
international organisation and contacting its leaders. 
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FRANCE Letter from Priest-liorkers to Cardinal Feltin 
The conflict which has arisen in the Roman Catholic Church concerning 
the priest-workers is of importance to all Churches because it throws vivid 
light on fundamental issues which all Churches must face in their attempts to 
evangelise the working-class, For this reason we quote the following from a 
letter which 31 priest-workers in the Paris region have sent to Cardinal Feltins 


",,.it would appear that the most important thing to defend is an 
ecclesiastical structure, outside which no faith and no priesthood is conceived 
as possible, and within which the non-believer must enter or perish, This was 
our very mission, to counteract the inevitable narrowness into which this atti- 
tude would lead us, since the religious authority conceives as more important 
today that its power should be strengthened then that the Church should penetrate 
the most pressing problems of our time. The government and the circles that up- 
hold this authority justify their policy by saying that at the moment there are 
other problems more pressing than the relief of increasing misery. Ten years 
after the publication cf 'France, the land of mission?!, what are today the 
thoughts of certain Christian circles? They pity poverty when it is helpless, 
but are concerned if they see it prefer organisations formed within its own 
boundaries to those which they sponsor. the self-conciousness and the power 
that resultsfrom these organisations appear to them a more dangerous threat to 
the Church than the menace to faith with which they were then concerned and 
which they then considered to be of the greatest urgency. 


"It is hopelessly complicated, You tell us before God, Who will judge 
you, Eminence, that in all this there is no question of politics, This is not 
our point: matters are infinitely more complex, But. before God ‘iho will judge 
us, we affirm that you suppress the actual conditions of the mission and that 
you ask us to conform in this, And we know that if you did not have this feel- 
ing, you and the other bishops would not experience such great suffering at 
this time. 


"You ask us to remove from the Gospel this sharing of the hard everyday 
life of men, You wish that it should be sufficient for us to talk of these 
things, practising the virtues which have made the French clergy one of the 
foremost in the world, but as regards which a whole people now find themselves 
completely and honestly disorientated, You ask us to submit ourselves even in 
Spirit to this measure that you have taken against us, but you do not tell us 
to what extent we must renounce our mission. You ask us virtually to forget the 
religious problems which are imposed on us and which can only be understood 
within the working class, 


"There is a first illusion that we must destroy, The bishops say to us: 
~ now that the workers love you and have understood from you that the Church loves 
them, your task as priest-iorkers has no further goal, such close contact is not 
necessary. The workers have a longer m@mory and greater experience. It is by 
Our acts that they will judge both us and you. Our decision will be the basis 

of the workers' judgments and be decisive in the years that are to come. But al- 
ready, in recalling us the Church has resurrected a scandal dangerously close and 
threatening to itself, In your own words, you call our engagements temporal: for 
our companions these are engagements that we have accepted with your agreement 
with regard to the working class, For reasons they do not understand you have 
denounced them unilaterally and ask us to denounce them, They will not forget 
that easily..." . E.P.S,Geneva 
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vans ton Assembly Programme 


The World Council of Churches has announced the Programme for the 
Second Assembly which will be held at Evanston, USA, from August 15-31. 


Wain Theme:- On the opening day delegates will hear a presentation of the Main 
Theme "Christ - The Hope of the World", presented by Prof, Edmund Schlink of 
Heidelberg and Prof. Robert L. Calhoun of Yale University, The Report of the 
Commission on the Main Theme, which has been at work for four years, will be 
introduced by its chairman, the Rt. Rev. Lesslie Newbigin, of the Church of 
South India. 


section Topics:- The subsidiary topics which are to be studied by the six 
Assembly sections will be presented to the participants at plenary sessions 
during the first week of the Assembly. On Monday August 16, the Rev. D.T. 
Niles of Ceylon and Canon Theodore Wedel of Washington (D.C.) Cathedral will 
introduce the theme of the Section on Evangelism: "The Mission of the Church 
to those Outside Her Life," On the 17th, the Faith and Order topic, "Our One- 
ness in Christ and our Disunity as Churches" will be presented by Bishop 
Anders Nygren of Sweden, Dr V.H. Devadutt of India, and Prof, George Florovsky 
of St. Vladimir's Seminary, New York, Dr C.L. Patijn of the Netherlands will 
consider the theme of the Section dealing with Social Questions, "The Respons- 
ible Society in a World Perspective," on Wednesday the 18th, 


On Friday, Dr J,Leimena of Indonesia has been invited to present the 
topic "Christians in the Struggle for World Community" which is to be studied 
by the International Affairs Section. On Saturday, Dr Benjamin Mays of Atlanta, 
Georgia, and Dr Ben J. Marais of South Africa will introduce the Inter-group 
relations theme "The Church Amid Racial and Ethnic Tensions," and Dr Francis 
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P, Miller of the USA will present the subject of the discussion on the Laity 
"The Christian in his Vocation," 


Addresses:— During the time of the Assembly, participants will also have the 
opportunity of hearing several series of addresses. Dr Charles Malik of 
Lebanon and Rev. P.D. Dagadu of the Gold Coast will consider the topic "Asia 
and Africa Ask Searching Questions." "World-wide Evangelism in this Genera- 
tion" will be the subject to be treated by Dr Charles Ranson, of the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council, and by Rev. Chandu Ray of Pakistan, Those invited 
to speak on the topic "Tensions of the World and Unity in Christ" are Mrs. 
John Karefa~Smart of West Africa, Archbishop Michael of New York and Bishop 
Kivind Berggrav of Norway, On Sunday August 29, Prof, Reinhold Niebuhr of 
Union Seminary and Bishop Otto Dibelius of Germany have been invited to address 
the Assembly on "The Church's Dependence from Men," 


Reports:— Plenary Sessions during the final week will hear the reports of the 
Assembly Sections and also issue the Assembly's message on its Main Theme. In 
preparing to issue this message the Assembly will be divided into fifteen 
groups which will consider the report of the Advisory Commission on the Main 
Theme and make suggestions to the committee drafting the message. Other ple- 
nary sessions will consider the reports of World Council Departments and As- 
sembly Working Committees and make provisionfor the ongoing work of the World 
Council in the years until the Third Assembly. 


Presiding Officers:— The plenary sessions will be presided over by the five 
World Council Presidents (Bishop &, Berggrav, Dr llarc Boegner, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam and the Metropolitan of Thyateira) and 
by the Chairman of the Commission on Faith and Order, Archbishop Brilioth; 
the Chairman of the Central Committee, the Bishop of Chichester; the Vice- 
Chairman of the Central Committee,Dr Franklin C. Fry; the Chairman of the 
Study Department Committee,Dr H.P. Van Dusen; and the Chairman of the Inter- 
national ilissionary Council, Dr John Mackay. Because of the untimely death 
of one of the Presidents of the World Council of Churches, bliss Sarah Chakko, 
Bishop C.K. Jacob, of the Church of South India, has been asked to chair in 
her stead. 


Worship:- Daily worship services in the First Methodist Church in Evanston 
will provide an opportunity for the participants to share in the liturgical 
and devotional life of the various traditions and confessions which are repre- 
-sented in the World Council, On the first evening a meeting in the Soldier 
Field Stadium in Chicago will make it possible for 100,000 church members from 
the Greater Chicago Area to have a part in the Assembly. The Assembly part- 
icipants will also hear a concert given by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 


The Assembly whl close on Tuesday, August 31; with a service of 


worship in the First Methodist Church, &.P.S.Geneva 
NORWAY Tension Between Church and State 


The Norwegian Cabinet has declared that Bishop Christian Schjelderup 
of Hamar was not unfaithful to his ordination pledges in maintaining that the 
conception of an everlasting punishment in Hell is incompatible with Christ- 
ianity as a religion of love, 
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The charge of "unfaithfulness" against Bishop Schjelderup was made by 
Prof, Ole Christian Hallesby, Norwegian lay leader, pietistic theologian, and 
ft former head of the Provisional Council of the State Lutheran Church. It fol- 
lowed a protest by Bishop Schjelderup against a radio address made last year 
by Prof. Hallesby in which the latter stressed the condemnation to Hell of all 
unbelievers. The address made headlines in the Norwegian press, 


Bishop Schjelderup took the position that Christianity was a religion 
of love and that Prof, Hallesby's teachings were incompatible with this con- 
cept. Prof. Hallesby then said the bishop was unfaithful to his ordination 
pledges, Whereupon the bishop asked the Department of Church Affairs to 
clarify its position on the matter, The Department, in turn, asked the bishops 
and theological professors for their views. 


The emphasis of the discussion, which during the last week has been 
the major news item in most of the papers, has however shifted from the dis- 
cussion of the existence of Hell to the whole question of the relationship 
between the Church and the State in Norway, the major reason for this shift 
being a report given in the Schjlderup case by Dr Frede Castberg, Professor 
of Constitutional Law at the University of Oslo, who was also asked by the 
Department of Church Affairs to examine the question, 


Prof, Castberg concluded that the King (the Cabinet), according to 
: his own conviction, should interpret the Confession and decide if a pastor or 
bishop is: teaching according to the Confession, “as their duty is." "In exer- 
Cising this authority," Prof, Castberg said, "the King has no duty to consult 
With the bishops or the theological faculties, and if he does so, has no duty 
to follow their edvice.!! ’ 


A number of bishops and other church leaders already have protested 
against his views, declaring that if the government endorses them, the Church 
will fight for its spiritual freedom as it did during the war. 


Bishop Eivind Berggrav, the former Primate, has published a booklet, 
"Contra Castberg"inwhich he declares that if the Department endorses the 
views of Professor Castberg, it would mean for the Church "to be or not to be." 
Except for the Quislings no one had used such purely juridical arguments as 
Prof. Castberg in his dealing with the relationship between Church and State. 


Bishop Berggrav calls attention to. the "foundation of the Church", 
the confession which was written during the war and on the basis of which all 
the pastors of Norway laid down their posts as civil servants. In this con- 
fession, the Church affirms _ its freedom from the State in spiritual 
matters. From the Quisling government, the Church had heard many of the same 

4 arguments Prof, Castberg now puts forward, "If his report had been published 

_ before the war, the Church's fight against the Quislings would have been made 
impossible and if his views are now endorsed by the Government, the Church 
struggle has been in vain," Bishop Berggrav said. 


Bishop Smemo also finds the Castberg report most dangerous, pointing 
out,"a united Church will react against it." Bishop Marthinussen in a comment 
said that Castberg went "beyond all common sense," and Bishop Indrebo predicted 
the end of the State Church if the State accepted his definition. 


Fi i :" 
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The whole question will now go to the Protocol Committee in the Par- 
liament and,since it is an act of the Cabinet, will eventually come up for dis- 


cussion, but not for decision in Parliament itself. Bh. P.o.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Billy Graham Calls for Return to the Church 


The vast Harringay Arena in London was packed on March Ist : 11,000 
people inside and 2,000 outside who had failed to gain admission, The event 
was the first meeting of the "Greater London Campaign" directed by the famous 
American evangelist Billy Graham. 


"He is a man of doimright sincerity - a man With a message," writes 
the representative of "The Church of England Newspaper," "He began by mention- 
ing the two hundred cables he had received that day from all over the world - 
from India, from Singapore, from Korea, and, of course, from his own America, 
where, in Chicago, thousands had assembled to pray for Harringay and for 
London. He told the people that on one night each week the service from 
Harringay was to be broadcast to the United States where it would be carried 
on a radio network from coast to coast," 


"T am absolutely convinced," said Billy Graham, "that we are at the 
beginning of a great world-wide movement of the Spirit of God... I call upon 
you to pray as you never prayed before, The only way that our generation can 
be saved from materialism and secularism is by bowing our heads before God 
and beseeching Him... 


"7 have not come here to London to try to reform you. We have come 
here on a crusade to win you to Jesus Christ, We want to send people back to 
the churches - back to the churches: We want to see a new life in the 


churches. Let us get back to the churches..." E.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Anglican Congress 


Bishops, priests and laypeople from every continent, of every race, 
are to gather in Augiist in Minneapolis, U.S.A. for the Anglican Congress. 


The plan for this vast enterprise was made by the last Lambeth Con- 
ference. The bishops then decided that between the years 1948 and 1958, a 
Congress should be held where representatives from all dioceses of the Anglican 
Communion could meet, 


The Protestant Episcopal Vhurch of America will be host for all the 
Provinces owing allegiance to Canterbury. "All constituent Churches of the 
Anglican Communion," writes Canon McLeod Campbell in his pamphlet "The Anglican 
Congress," “may rightly claim that their genealogy traces back to New Testa~ 
ment days and derives from the Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles... They 
have common ancestors in Columba and Augustine... Canterbury is their common 
cradle," 


The topics for discussion at the Congress are: 
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1) Our Vocation - including the place of the Anglican Communion in 
history, its theological position, its structure, its place in Christendom, 
and its relation to other Communions, 


2) Our Worship ~ its nature, and development, liturgical freedom, 
responsibility, trends and future development, 


3) Our Message: Salvation for all men and the Redemption of the 
World through Jesus Christ ~ including the individual, the home, education, 
race, State, work, science, national movements, international relations, 


4) Our work - missionary tasks, organisation and methods in rural 
work, urban work, social service, education, evangelism, the role of the laity. 


The preachers at the opening service will be the Presiding Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church and the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Bishop 
of london will speak on "Our Place in History, and Our Theological Position," 
and the Archbishop of Quebec on "The Structure of the Anglican Communion," 
Among the speakers will be the bishops of Johannesburg, Armindale, Kurunagala 
(Ceylon), Dr Kathleen Bliss and Dr H.P. Hickinbotham of the Gold Coast. 


Missionary work and church organisation will be the subject introduced 


by the Bishops of Liberia and Sheffield, ; h.eP.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Wide Distribution of Revised Standard Version 
Sgethet tadon bla aed ee ee ee 


The pulpit edition of the Bible, Revised Standard Version, released 
at the end of February, has already passed the 2,000 mark in advance sales, 
Dr Luther A, Weigle, Dean emeritus of Yale University Divinity School and chair- 
man of the Standard Bible Committee, has announced, In stating that the 
acceptance and use of the Revised Standard Version is reflected in current 
publisher&' sales figures, he said that sales of the Illustrated Edition, 
which came out in January, had already reached 222,000 copies, Sales of the 
various RSV editions had now reached 2,647,000 since the original edition came 
off the press 17 months ago, In addition to all this sales of the Revised 
Standard Version of the New Testament, which appeared in 1947, have passed 
23 500, 000, 


"Tt 1s fortunate that at a time when people need so desperately the 
Word of God, we are securing revisions of translations which make that Word 
understandable and clear to people generally," Dr Weigle declared, He also 
commented on the new translation which is being made by a committee appointed 
by the Uhurches of Great Britain, the official revision of Luther's German 
Bible, the revisions being made by the Homan Catholic Church, and the revised 


translations recently issued in France and Switzerland. 


"The reasons for this world-wide activity in Bible revision is that we 
now possess many more ancient manuscripts in the original language and thus 
have a more accurate knowledge of what the original text of the Scriptures 
was; and secondly, this has been the "age of discoveries" of Biblical arch- 
eology. We know much more about the vocabulary and idioms of Biblical languages 
than was available prior to the 1880's, 
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Dr Weigle also reported that the translation of the Apocrypha was 
scheduled to be completed in June, 1955. Eepeos Geneva 


Western Theologians Visit Colleges of Younger Churches 


Under the aegis of the International Missionary Council, plans are 
being made for a series of visits by theologicals professors from the. West to 
colleges in the Younger Church areas. The first of these visitors will be 
Professor. John Foster, who is undertaking a Visiting Lectureship in the United 
Theological College, Bangalore, India. Professor Foster, formerly Professor 
of Missions at Selly Oak, Birmingham, now holds the chair of Church History in 
the University of Glasgow. He will leave for India in May for a period of 
about seven months, It is hoped that he may visit Serampore, Bishop's College, 


Calcutta, and other centres before returning to England, B.P.S Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN History of South India Union 


Professor Bengt Sundkler's important study, "Church of South India: 
The Movement Towards Union 1900-1947," was published on March 4 by Iutterworth 
Press, price 25 s. Dr Sundkler,, Professor of Missions at Uppsala, has -survey- 
ed the 47 years of negotiations and conversations which led ultimately to the 
formation of the Church of South India, and describes for the first time the 


full story of the growth of the unity movement in South India, B.eP.S.Geneva 
GERMANY German Cities Help Church Reconstruction in Rotterdam 


Four German port-cities, Duisburg, Dusseldorf, Hamburg and Bremen, are 
to share in the reconstruction of the historical church of St, Lawrence in 
Rotterdam. Thus will some more of the scars of war be removed, This decision 
was announced to the mayor of the Dutch city on the occasion of a visit to 
Duisburg. The gothic church of St. Lawrence, which is the most outstanding 
feature of Rotterdam, was seriously damaged at the beginning of the last war, 

B.P.o.Geneva 


UNITED STATES Blood Helps Build Church 


(Greenleafton, Minn,):- Blood helped build the Greenleafton Reformed 
church, Members have sold $18,000 worth of their own blood (a tenth of the 
total building costs) to help finance the building, Construction of the church 
began six years ago, and retirement of the debt on it was completed long ahead 
of schedule, thanks to members! blood. The blood was sold at the famed Mayo 
Clinic in nearby Rochester, Minn., for $25,0C a pint, 


The congregation has 156 families in its membership, some of whom come 
from 18 miles away, The nei church can seat 636 persons, iH. P.S,.Geneva 


Meeting of the ixecutive Committee of the World's YWCA 


The Executive Committee of the world's YWCA met during the last ten 
days of February at the icumenical Institute at Bossey, Reviewing present act- 
ivities and considering plans for the future, the Committee endeavoured to de- 
lineate concretely the tasks immediately ahead as the YWCA movement seeks to 


No, 10 - March 12, 1954 ~7]- 74 


proclaim the living Christ in a world of broken relationships, The ‘orld's 
Association will continue in particular to encourage mutual service among YWCAs 
of different countries and to develop its ecumenical and inter-racial pro- 
gramme, its service to refugees, undertaken jointly with the YMCA, and its 
relations with international organisations working for human rights and the 
bettering of social and economic conditions, The Committee paid special at- 
tention to the preparation of the Council Meeting of the orld's YiCA which 

is to be held in England in September 1955, the year in which the British 
Association celebrates its Centenary, 


During two days of joint meetings with the President's Committee of 
the World's Alliance of YwCAs, possibilities for closer co-operation between 
the two movements were discussed, It was decided that dates of world's YMCA 
and YWCA committee meetings should, in future, be planned to coincide as fre- 
quently as possible in order to provide opportunities for joint consultation 
and better co-ordination of programmes. The World's YwWCA has been invited to 
take an active part in the World's YMCAs Centennial Meetings in Paris in 1955, 
which a large number of women and girls are expected to attend. H.eP.O.Geneva 


World's Alliance of YMCAs 


The President's Committee of the world's Alliance of YiMCAs held its 
regular semi-annual meeting in Geneva, February 22-26, Special attention was 
given to plans for the World YMCA Centennial in Paris in August, 1955. The 
Centennial Conference Committee reported marked progress in securing the co- 
operation of the French Government and its ministries, including the accept- 
ance of President René Coty to be President of the Honorary Committee of the 
Centennial. 


For two days the President's Committee met with the World's YWCA 
Executive Committee, conferring about basic principles cf joint co-operation. 
BPS .Geneva 


FRANCE The New Review "Istina! 


The Study Centre 'Istina" in Paris, the director of which is Father 
Dumont, O.P., has just published a new review "Istina!!, following up on "Russie 
et Chrétienté", The review will deal from the Roman Catholic point of view 
with all the efforts made by Christians to restore the unity which has been 
destroyed in the course of centuries by many doctrinal and cther quarrels. 
Adopting an objective point of view "Istina" will take a constructive part in 
the "ecumenical dialogue" and wishes to give its Catholic readers the opport- 
unity to join init. "It's central purpose will be to bring to light the 
ideas of our separated brethren,"': The review will devote particular attention 
to the problems of the Church of the Hast. 


The first number of "Istina" opens with an article on theological 
work in the USSR, followed by a bibliographical report on the Oriental Catholic 
rite, certain Russian thinkers, etc. Under the heading "Christianity in the 
Easc", Father A, Schemann (Orthodox) devotes an article to the Oecumenical 
Patriarch and the Orthodox Church, "Orthodoxy and Protestantism" is the prin- 
cipal subject of the section "Kast and West." The remainder of the review 
is devoted to ecumenical problems, in particular to the Evanston Assembly, 

B.>.S.Geneva 
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Bvanston Notes 


In order to provide its readers with background information on the 
forthcoming Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches to be held in 
Evanston (USA) from August 15 to 31, the Ecumenical Press Service will publish 
regularly items of general interest received from the .orld Council General 
Secretariat, 


The Discussion on the Main Theme at the Assembly 

The main theme of the Assembly is "Christ - the Hope of the World," 
A special advisory commission on the main theme has been at work for three years 
tO prepare for the discussion of this theme at the Assembly. 


That commission had two distinct tasks. The first was to stimulate 
study and discussion in the Churches about the theme. For this purpose the 
commission issued two documents, one in 1951 and one in 1952, which were sent 
to the Churches and were widely used by them. Many Churches and groups sent 
comments and reactions which have helped the commission in its further work. 


The second task of the commission was to produce a report for the As- 
sembly itself. This report has just been completed and has gone to the printer. 
By decision of the Executive Committee of the world Council of Churches it will 
be sent to the Assembly participants in May and made available to the public in 
June, 


The reason why this report is published in June rather than in April 
or May is that it is primarily a report to the Assembly and not just a study- 
document like the two already issued by the commission. The Chairman of the 
Advisory Commission and many others felt that earlier publication would mean 
that the report would be out of date by the time the Assembly met. 
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The report will be presented to the Assembly by Professor Robert 
Calhoun and Professor Edmund Schlink, Taking the report as their basis, fifteen 
groups will devote four sessions to the discussion of the main theme, It is ex- 
pected that on the basis of this group-work it will be possible to draft a short 
message which can be submitted to the Assembly at a later plenary session, The 
Assembly will then also decide - in the light of the group-discussion, what 
status should be given to the report of the Advisory Commission, 


Those who have been invited to lead the Main Theme groups at the 
Assembly are the following: Dr Hamilcar Alivisatos (Greece), Dr J. Russel 
Chandran (India), Dr Gerald Cragg (Canada), Professor Henry d'Espine (Switzer- 
land), Dr Stewart Herman (USA), Bishop Lilje (Germany), the Bishop of London 
(England), Dr Charles Malik (Lebanon), Principal John Marsh (England), Dr Ruben 
Nelson (USA), Dr Martin Nieméller (Germany), Dr Harold Roberts (England), Prof. 
w.S. Tindal (Scotland). E.P.S.Geneva 


Reve Francis House Associate General secretary 


of the Wortd Council 


The Rev. Francis H, House, of Great Britain, has been appointed an 
Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches from midsummer next 
year, 1955, when he will resign the post of Head of the Religious Broadcasting 
Department at the B.B.C,, which he has held since 1947. 


Mr, House was from 1946-1947 Secretary of the Youth Department of the 
World Gouncil of Churches, having previous to that been representative of World 
Student Relief in Greece and travelling secretary of the World's Student Christ- 
ian Federation, 


From 1940-1942 he was curate of Leeds Parish Church and from 1942- 
1944 he was responsible for the Overseas programmes of the Department of Relig- 
ious Broadcasting at the B.B.C. 


Mr, House, who is forty-six, was educated at St, George's School, 
Harpenden, Wadham College, Oxford and Cuddesdon Theological College, E.P.S.Geneva 


THATLAND Christian Work Camp and Student Work Seminar 


The World Council of Churches and the World's Student Christian Fede- 
ration are jointly planning a four week ecumenical work camp and a consultation 
on student Christian work in Bangkok from April 1-28, 1954, The work will be a 
total rehabilitation project of a school in an isolated section of Bangkok. 

The leaders of the training work camp will be the Rev, Ray Cloyd Downs of Bang- 
kok, and Pastor Horst Symanowski of the Gossner Mission , Mainz-Kastel, Germany, 
who comes to Bangkok at the request of the Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches, ; 


During the first two weeks, the emphasis will be on training for work 
camp leadership, and in the last two weeks, on Christian witness and service 
among students. During all four weeks, there will be physical work, worship, 
Bible study, discussions, addresses, and recreation - all contributing to the 
full experience of Christian community life. 
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The programme for the leaders’ training work camp says that the 
ecumenical work camp has proved to be a unique demonstration of the meaning of 
Christian community life and Christian service in many countries around the 
world, Through the work camp programme of the World Council of Churches, over 
1000 young people each sunmer voluntarily give of their time and effort to ex- 
press their Christian faith by working for others on a project of Christian and 
social significance, 


Some camps have already been held in Asian countries, and the 1954 
camp in Thailand is being planned to provide further training in the nature and 
operation of ecumenical work camps for some who have already participated in 


work camps, and for other Christian leaders interested in them. H.P.S.Geneva 
DeNMARK Inter-Church Aid Council Established 


A new Inter-Church Aid Council of the Church of Denmark was 
organised on February 17, with the Bishop of Copenhagen, Dr H, Fuglsang-Damgaard 
as chairman, 


For many years men and women from the Church of Denmark and of the 
Free Churches have met and acted together in the "United Hcumenical Council of 
Denmark,."" Pastor Gunner Tjalve writes that it has been unsatisfactory that the 
Church of Denmark itself (Den Danske Folke-Kirke) did not have its own ecumen- 
ical arm, Such a body has now been established, Since the regulation of the 
Church of Denmark require that all initiative come from within, those church- 
men and women who have been up till now leaders in the ecumenical work have dis- 
cussed the necessity of setting up "The Church of Denmark Inter-Church Aid 
Council," All the bishops have agreed to join the Council.Its 75 members are 
fifty per cent laymen and fifty per cent pastors, It describes its task in 
the following way: 


A permanent contact is to be maintained with the World Council of 
Churches and the Lutheran world Federation. It shall provide for inter-church 
aid through the "Church of Denmark Emergency Relief," Through the "United 
Keumenical Council of Denmark" it shall be in contact with the free Churches 
and other Churches in Denmark which are connected with the World Council of 
Churches, 


In addition there are numerous other tasks such as co-operation with 
the "Danish Missionary Council" and contact with other Scandinavian Churches. 


B.P.S. Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Baptist Message 


"We long to have our sisters and brethren from Protestant Churches of 
all countries in Europe and overseas join our call for a genuine agreement be- 
tween nations, We cannot ask all of them to fight for peace among the nations 
in the same way as we do, 


The above passage is quoted from a message recently sent out by the. 
Baptist Church in Czechoslovakia and published in "The Baptist Times", the of- 
ficial journal of the Baptist denomination in Great Britain (March 11, 1954): 
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"We respect social conditions and political orders cof other nations," 
the message goes on, "We cannot expect that all countries of the world should 
establish their social structure on the same basis as our country. But we can 
ask all the nations who profess the name of Jesus Christ to be aware of their 
responsibility for the catastrophe of both World Wars and to urge their states- 
men to conclude a real peace in the Far East as well as in our neighbourhood - 
in Germany, Let us not allow the world to divide into two enemy camps. Let us 
do everything to prompt the responsible representatives of the nations to con- 
tinue to negotiate until an agreement is reached, Let us pray to the Lord to 
bestow upon us the spirit of truth, of love and of that peace that passes all 
understanding," 


The message was adopted by a conference of delegates representing the 
26 Baptist congregations of 4,700 believers. In addition, the "Baptist Times" 
writes, there are many preaching stations where pastors are helped by lay preach- 
ers. The Conference elected new leaders, headed by Pastor Vaclav Tomes and a 


council of six elders. B.P.S,. Geneva 
UNITED STATES National Council's Annual Report on Radio and TV 


More than 37,000 broadcasts and telecasts were made in the United 
States last year of religious programmes produced by major communions co-operat- 
ing through the Broadcasting and Film Commission of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Radio broadcasts of regularly scheduled pro- 
grammes passed the 32,000 mark, while television presentations numbered in ex- 
cess of 5,550. At the same time, it has been disclosed that for the first time 
the agency plans to spend more than $1,000,0LO in a single year on religious 
broadcasts, telecasts, films and related operations, 


This was stated on the occasion of the formal installation of Dr 8S, 
Franklin Mack as the new executive director of the Commission, succeeding Dr 
Ronald Bridges,who resigned on January 31, 1954. ‘The annual report revealed 
5,515 television programmes regularly scheduled on the nation's networks and 
individual stations in 1953, as compared to only 484 two years before, In the 
same two-year period contributions to the Commission by denominations nearly 
doubled, from $84,000 in 1951 to $151,000 in 1953. Listeners and other interest- 
ed individuals and organisations outside the Churches contributed a record- 
breaking $282,000 during 1953, The number of television series produced or 
distributed by the Commission rose from five to ten last year, 


At the Commission's annual meeting, March 2, wlethodist Bishop Donald 
H, Tippett of San Francisco, who is chairman of the Methodist Radio and Film 
Commission, urged that church leaders of all denominations support the use of the 
media for spreading the Christian message. Representing the industry, Clair 
McCollough, regional network executive, praised the religious broadcasters for 
their record of the past three years, and urged further church use of radio and 
television. iMlany stations, he said, "are wide open for ideas," B.P.S.Geneva 


5 
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GREAT BRITAIN Religious Televison Policy 


The Executive Committee of the British Council of Churches has con- 
sidered the arrangements for religious television programmes under the auspices 
of the Independent Television Authority which the Government now proposes should 
pe set up. 


The Committee received a report from its Chairman, the Jishop of 
London, of the discussions which he and other members of the committee, repre- 
senting the Church of England, the Church of Scotland and the Free Churches, had 
had with the Postmaster General, Earl De La Warr (see #PS No. 9). It has learnt 
with satisfaction that no religious body is to be permitted to "buy time" for 
television programmes under the new Authority; that no advertisements connect- 
ed with religious organisations are to be permitted; and that.no advertisements 
whatever are to be associated with any religious programmes, 


The Committee welcomes the Postmaster General's proposal that the 
Central Religious Advisory Committee of the B.B.C. should be asked to advise 
the Independent Television Authority as well, and very much hopes that all three 
bodies will be ready to agree to such an arrangement. It also hopes that from 
the outset there will, be the closest possible consultation between the B.B.C. 
and the Independent Television Authority regarding their religious programmes, 
so that the Corporation and the Authority may provide balanced rather than com- 
petitive programmes. 


As it is the intention of the Government to strengthen the position 
of the Independent Television Authority financially the Cominittee urges that 
with these resources the Authority should itself be responsible for all religious 


programmes televised under its auspices. B.P.5.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN 150 Yeass.of Bible: Work 


The British and Foreign Bible Society celebrated its 150th birthday 
on March 7th. The following message from Queen Hlizabeth was read by the Governor 
of Victoria, Sir Dallas Brookes, at a meeting in Melbourne on that day: 


"On the occasion of its third jubilee 1 thank the British and Foreign 
Bible Society for their loyal message, and 1 congratulate them on the comple- 
tion of 150 years of vigorous and constructive Christian work, lly family have 
always taken a deep interest in the work of the Society, and I pray that in 
Australia and throughout the world your labours in fostering a wider and deeper 
knowledge of the Scriptures may meet with continuing success,!! 


During these 150 years the British and Foreign Bible Society has 
effected the translation of the Bible, or parts of it, into no less than 820 
languages, and it has assisted the distribution of these translations among all 
the peoples represented by these languages. "There is still much for the 
Society to do", it is stated in a "Times" leader. "The field is not yet con- 
quered, There are at least a thousand languages and dialects into which no 
part of the Bible has yet been translated, and at least 240 million people who 
have no part of Scripture in their own tongue." 
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On March 6, three thousand children attended a rally in the Royal 
Festival Hall at which a great birthday cake, weighing nearly half a ton - a 
gift from Australia - was cut, The children were addressed by Derek McCulloch 
("Uncle Mac" of the BBC) in presence of two guests from overseas, Mr, Kulubya — 
of Uganda and the Rev, Young Bin Im, general Secretary of the Korean Bible 
Society. 


The Third Jubilee Meetings of the British and Foreign Bible Society 
will be held on May 5, in Westminster Central Hall. The Rt. Rev, Eivind Berggrav, 
of Norway, will be in the chair.for the meeting of the morning and the 

Archbishop of Canterbury for the evening meeting. 


Representatives of over thirty countries will be present and addresses 
given by leaders of the British and Foreign Bible Society, the Church Mission- 
ary Society, by representatives of France, Japan, Korea, Uganda, the United 
States and Pakistan, Greetings from the Dominions of Australia, Canada and 
South Africa will also be given. 


The Queen Mother will hold a reception at the Bible House, 


#.P.S.Geneva 
ARGENT INE News on Bible Society Work 


The Argentina Advisory Council of the Sociedades Biblicas Unidas at a 
meeting in Buenos Aires stated that "as a result, largely by the joint assist- 
ance of the British and Foreign Bible Society and the American Bible Society, 
there were circulated in Argentine during 1953 more than 1,000,000 copies of 
the Scriptures," 


Ihe work of building a new Bible House in Buenos Aires which will be 
eight stories high has commenced, it was announced. "Local support to Bible 
Society work shows rapid signs of advance in spite of economic difficulties fac- 
ing the country as a whole," 


Bible Society work in South America is almost coeval with the exist- 
ence of the British and Foreign Bible Society. In 1806, six hundred volumes of 
the Spanish New Testament were sent to Buenos Aires and Montevideo ~ the first 
time that New Testaments in Spanish ever reached South America. In 1825 an 
Agency was instituted, from which the Scriptures were circulated over a large 
part of the country. In December 1947 the operations of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society and those of the American Bible Society were consolidated into one 
organisation known as "Sociedades Biblicas Unidas." The past decade has seen a 
great increase in Scripture distribution in the chief countries of South America 
and especially in Brazil and Argentine. A new Revision of the Spanish Bible 
which has been in hand for some four to five years will soon be published in 


London, B.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Christianity and Law 


Faculty and students at Harvard Law School decided recently to form a 
"Committee on Christian Vocation and the Legal Profession" to examine the re- 
lationships of jurisprudence, ethics, and theology and to confront together the 


ae 


ne 
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meaning of Christian vocation for the modern lawyer. The decision was made 
during a conference which students arranged with Jean James A, Pike of the 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City on February 27-26. 


Dean Pike declared to the law students that they should have zest for 
showing how Christian faith relates to legal philosophy, legal ethics, and legal 
practice, because this task "is a frontier in the intellectual work of both the 


_ Church and the legal profession, and because it is itself part of the vocation 


of the Christian lawyer - part of his service of God with the whole mind. 


"Meanwhile, the daily practice of law goes on. This is not unrelated 
to the problems of jurisprudence and theology. The way in which insight will 
come to the ‘intellectual! task is through day by day experience in discerning 
the meaning of Christian vocation in the work of the law student and of law 


practice," i.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY wCCESSA to Meet in Frankfurt in 1954 


The Quadrennial Meeting of the Assembly of the World Council of Christ- 


ian Education and Sunday School Association will be held at Frankfurt a/tlain, 


July 6-9, 1954, according to an announcement made public by Nelson Chappel, 
General Secretary of the organisation. 


Dean Luther A, Weigle, chairman of the WCCESSA, has issued a call to 
all national member units of the Council announcing the regular Quadrennial 
Meeting of the Assembly, which is the governing body of the Council, The meet- 
ing will be held in the Methodist Theological Seminary at Frankfurt. 


In addition to the regular business sessions at which reports will be 
received on the work of Sunday schools and other aspects of Christian education 
in countries around the world, there will be public meetings each evening . 
Addresses will be given by the Rt. Hon. Lord wlackintosh of Halifax, president 
of the WCCESSA; Dr James Kelly of Scotland; Dean luther A,Weigle and Ur Gerald 
i, Knoff from the United States; Dr Gonzalo Baez-Camargo of ilexico; Hev. Ayad 
Zakhary of Egypt; Bishop F, ‘underlich of Germany; and by representatives 
from Africa and Asia. 


Following the Assembly, a European Sunday School Convention will be 


held at Wuppertal in the German Rhineland, July 10-13. #.P.S.Geneva 
GE RwANY ' ‘The Leipzig Kirchentag 


The Office of the Kirchentag announces that preparations for the German 
Evangelical Kirchentag in Leipzig are being continued, The rallying cry of the 
Kirchentag is to be "Be Joyous in Hope." The themes of the six working groups 
are already settled. Group 1: "The Forgotten Article of Faith: Christ's Re- 
turn" and "The Church from its-Harliest Days." Group 2: "The Image of the In- 
visible God" and "The Character of the Modern Man." Group 3: "Godts Patience 
with the World" and "In this King's Realm One Loves Right." Group 4: "The World © 
Will Pass Away" and "The New World Produced by Technical Progress", Group 5: 
"Who Holds the Barth in his Hand?" and "Christian Stewardship", Group 6: "Christ's 
Kingdom of Peace" and "Who Will Build the Last City." BH.eP.o. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES The Chicago Daily Tribune on Admission of 
Evanston Delegates 


The "Chicago Daily Tribune" of March 10, 1954 has published an edit- 
orial on "The World Council of Churches" from which we quote the following: 


"The Cook Coente tUntcase area) of the American Legion has adopted a 
resolution urging that four Huropean church leaders be barred from entering the 
United States as delegates to the World Council of Churches Assembly scheduled 
to be held in Evanston next August. 


"The four named in the resolution are Prof. Joseph L. Hromadka of 
Czechoslovakia, formerly a professor at Princeton University; Bishop Albert 
Bereczky of Hungary, Bishop Theodore Arvidson of Sweden, and Dr W.A. Visser 't 
Hooft of the Netherlands, general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 
All of them are ‘antagonistic to capitalism and to America', said the Legion 
resolution... 


"The United States obviously," it goes on, "cannot permit the As-— 
sembly to be an excuse for the admission of a large number of spies. A great 
many citizens would be offended if visitors from communist countries were en- 
couraged to make stump speaking tours of the country under the cloak of reli- 
gion. But the danger to our security from the Evanston meeting is far less 
than the benefits it should bring as a witness to the common loyalties of 
Christians throughout the world, It is possible that some of the visitors from 
soviet controled countries may be heartened to carry on against the oppression 
of religion in their homelands, At least they will be able to see what happens 
in a country that believes in freedom of religion, 


"The Legion resolution, well intentioned as it may be, is no credit to 
Chicago, the host.city of the world assembly. Dr Visser 't Hooft, one of those 
named in the resolution, has been in this country many times, Those who know 
him well say he is no more a Communist than are the members of the Legion anti- 
subversive committee, Even if he and the three others were ‘antagonistic to 
Capitalism and to America!, we think capitalism and America could bear their 
presence at livanston," E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Church Leaders Protest Against Investigating 
Procedures 


In order to protect the rights of witnesses and accused persons and 
groups, and to restrict the powers of. committees, “their chairmen and staffs, 
Church leaders called for eight procedural reforms in Congressional investigat- 
ing committees, 


This action was taken on March 17, by the general board of the Nation- 
al Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, The board adopted a state- 
ment by a vote of 90 to 2, recommended by a "watchdog" Committee on the Main- 
tenance of American Freedom created in 1953, of which Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church is the chairman, and Charles ©, Parlin, a 
prominent Methodist laymen and attorney, vice-chairman, 


This committee was instructed to "watch developments that threaten 
the freedom of any of our people or their institutions, whether through denying 
the basic right of freedom of thought, through Communist infiltration, ‘or wrong 
methods of meeting that infiltration," 


"I, One such threat has come from procedural abuses by Congressional 
Committees," the statement says. "Remedial measures are now being proposed, and 
we commend the President, the leaders of both major parties and the members of 
Congress who have spoken out and demanded reforms, If these reforms are to be 
adequate, they should provide protection from at least the following: 


"lL, The stigmatizing of individuals and organisations on the basis of 
unsupported accusations and casual associations. 


Lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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"2, The forcing of citizens, under pretext of investigation of sub- 
versive activities, to testify concerning their personal economic and political 
beliefs, 


"3. The functioning of Congressional Committees as legislative courts 
to determine the guilt or innocence of individuals, 


"4, The denying of ‘witnesses! opportunity to bring out material 
favourable to their side of the case through questions by witnesses' own coun- 
sel and opportunity to test the validity of accusations through cross-examina- 
tion of accusers. 


"5. The permitting to a Committee member or counsel the reading into 
the record against a 'witness! defamatory material and charges without requir- 
ing the accuser personally to confront the accused, 


"6, The usurping by Congressional Committees of powers not granted to 
Congress by the Constitution and their failing to concentrate on the primary 
task of collecting information for purposes of new legislation, 


"7, The scheduling of hearings, subpoenaing of witnesses and evaluat- 
ing of their testimony by Chairmen of Committees without the concurrence of, 
or consultation with, their fellow Committee members. 


"S$. The releasing from the files of a Congressional Committee of so- 
called 'information' consisting of unverified and unevaluated data in such a 
way that the Committee can be used to help spread and give credence to malic- 
ious gossip. 


"IT, Another threat has come from competition among rival Congress— 
ional Committees, creating the impression that they seek publicity, personal 
aggrandizement and political advantage rather than basic facts, In order to 
concentrate energy on the legitimate and essential tasks of resisting the Com- 
munist threat,and in order to avoid wastage and duplication of effort and to 
minimize the risk of the exploitation of public interest and fear, we urge the 
establishment of a single Joint Congressional Committee for the investigation - 
of subversive activity. 


"Til, A more basic threat has been a growing tendency on the part of 
our people and their representatives in government to suppose that it is with- 
in the competence of the State to determine what is and what is not American. 
The American way is to preserve freedom by encouraging diversity within the 
unity of the nation and by trusting truth to prevail over error in open discus- 
sion, The American way is to rely upon the educational institutions to seek 
the truth and teach it without fear, The American way is to look to the 
Churches in the richness of their diversity to bring to the nation light and 
discipline from God to maintain a responsible freedom, 


"IV. Aggravating these threats to American freedom is the prevailing 
mood of restlessness and tension, This arises in part from the real menace of 
Communism which our nation is resisting by strength, It arises in part from 
the lack of sense of security within our people which no physical strength can 


i Aa 


va 
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produce. Spiritual security can be achieved only by strengthening the nation's 
faith in God. The responsibility for deepening this faith rests with the 
Churches," K.P.S.Geneva 


Rev. Robert S, Bilheimer Associate General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches 

The Rev. Robert S, Bilheimer, of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., 
has been appointed Associate General Secretary of the World Council of Churches. 
tt is expected, in accord with the proposed report of the Committee on Structure 
and Functioning which will be submitted to the member Churches of the World 
Council at the Second Assembly in Evanston this summer, that Mr, Bilheimer's 
duties will include direction of the Division of hams: 


. Mr, Bilheimer is currently Programme Secretary in North America for 
the World Council. He is also carrying the additional responsibility of Exe~ 
cutive Secretary for the Evanston Assembly. He serves as pastor of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church in Jamaica, New York. 


"Bob"! Bilheimer was born inDenver, Colorado, in 1917, He is a graduate 
of Philiips-Exeter Academy and Yale eG ee where he was President of the 
Christian Association and active in the New England Student Christian Movement. 
He received his Bachelor of Divinity degree from Yale Divinity School. For 
three years he was Associate Secretary of the Student Volunteer Movement, and 
in 1944 became Executive Secretary of the Interseminary Movement, in which 
Capacity he served for five years. He was the Administrative Secretary for the 
Constituting Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Amsterdam, in 1948, 


lir, Bilheimer acted as General Editor of the 4-volume "Interseminary 
Series", and is author of "What Must the Chur ch Do?" and "Quest for Christian 


Unity," BH.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN ; History of Ecumenical Movement 


The publication of the "History of the Ecumenical Movement" 1517-1948 
(see EPS No, 1) was celebrated in London on March 16, with a Press Conference 
attended by the Joint-Editors, Miss Ruth pes and Bronee stephen S, Neill, and 
presided over by the Bishop of London, Dr J.W.C. Wand. 


Dr Wand, who read a message from the Archoishop of Canterbury prais- 
ing the book's scale, character and comprehensiveness,said, "Many of us feel 
that the fcumenical Movement is the most significant Ove of today." He 
warmly commended the new work, 


Bishop Neill gave a brief outline of the book's content and background, 
"One thing stands out", he said, "there has never been a time when Christians 
have not been conaerned with aang tei 


The history of the movement towards the unity of the Church falls in- 
to three parts. The first, which is only briefly sunmarised in this book, ends 
as the Reformation. The Beara - the story of numerous but encogtnd tated. at- 
tempts to bring the Churches together - begins at the Reformation and continues 
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to the year 1910. In that year the World Missionary Conference at Edinburgh in 
effect began the modern ecumenical movement. This period finds its consumma- 
tion in the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Amsterdam in 1948. 


The writing of the History has been sponsored by the Ecumenical In- 
stitute at Bossey, The work has been made possible through generous financial 
help given by the Disciples of Christ in America. The book has been written by 
fifteen scholars, drawn from eight nations and seven confessions, chosen for 
their specialised knowledge of the subjects on which they have written. 


The "History of the Hcumenical Movement" has been pulished in britain 
and the United States. The publisher of the British edition is, the Society for 
the Propagation of Christian Knowledge (price 32 s. 6d.). The American edition 


will be published by the lestminster Press, Philadelphia. &.P.o.Geneva 
INDIA The President's Statement on Missionary Work 


"The 'Baghava Gita' tells us to serve and leave results in the hands 
of God. It teaches us not to hanker after results but only to serve. If ser- 
vice is rendered in that spirit, it will be very welcome," said Dr Rajendra 
Prasad, President of India, in reply to an address presented to him at Tura, in 
the Garo Hills of Assam, asking that restrictions should not be imposed on the 
work of missionaries in Assam, as progress in all spheres of life would thereby 
be retarded for the people, 


The Constitution guarantees freedom to practice any faith or religion, 
the President said, and the Government is determined to implement this provision 
fully. He was glad to bear testimony to the good work which Christian Missions 
had done in various parts of the country, but he would suggest one consideration 
to them in this connection. "We would all, whether Christians nor not, appre- 
Clate their services. Gandhi used to say that their services would still be 
more appreciated if they were not conditioned by one thing. ‘That was, that 
these services should be rendered purely out of love for the people but not 
with the motive of conversion, Missionaries should consider this point. 


"Christians are as dear to India as Hindus or Wuslims or any other 
people. We know too that Christians regard themselves as Indians as much as 
Hindus or others. That has been one of our strongest points not only now but 
Since time immemorial. To you who live in these hills it is not necessary to 
point out that to reach the peak you can go by several routes, ie want every- 
one to feel that he can reach the peak by any route that he likes or chooses, 
Therefore, there can be no objection to any Christian preaching Christianity to 
Indian Christians or even non-Christians. 


"I know that for some time now some kind of agitation with regard to 
missionaries has been going on. There is no objection to any Christrian preach- 
ing his religion, If objection is taken in any place, it is not to the p:each- 
ing of Christianity but to other kinds of activities some people might have in- 
dulged in. There is even less objection to any kind of social service which 
anyone wishes to render to the people. But at the same time we expect that 
those who come for this purpose will confine their activities to that alone, 
if this condition is observed there can, and will, be no difficulty whatsoever." 

4.P.S.Geneva 
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TNDIA Dr Nicolas zernov's Visit 


Asked to deliver a course cf lectures on Kastern Urthodaox Theology 
to the Theological students as well as to discuss possible imorovement in re- 
ligious instruction in Uhristian Colleges, to interest the scattered commn- 
ities of the Orthodox Syrians in the work of the Catholicate College and to 
stimulate their co-operation with other Christians, Dr Nicolas zernov, Lecturer 
at Oxford University, spent several months in India. Dr Zernov, himself a 
Russian Orthodox, was for many years the Secretary of the Anglo-Orthodox Fellow- 
ship of St Alban and St Sergius. He is the author of several books on Orthodox 
questions, 


From November 25, 1953 to the end of January 1954, Dr dZernov deliver- 
ed a series of lectures in many parts of India. Everywhere his lectures provok- 
ed lively discussions and the central point of interest was the question of the 
need to find the forms of church life congenial with Indian mentality and 


culture. HeP.o. Geneva 
INDONESTA Government Provides New Church Building in Ambon 


The new Central Protestant Church of Ambon built by the Government 
will be inaugurated on Sunday, March 28. Dr J. Leimena, until recently Minister 
of Health in the Indonesian Government, writes in the preface of a publication 
issued by the building committees 


"The great church in Ambon which was built about three centuries ago, 
was totally destroyed during the Japanese occupation, Also the total inventory 
was lost. The building built afterwards as a temporary church was also destroy- 
ed during the disturbances of 1951. 


"This old church in Ambon was considered by thousands of Moluccan 

- Christians as the mother church, the centre of church life and thought, Here 
the church was the centre of society. The church building was loved because 

it symbolised the idea of belonging together and the idea of holiness, Many 
thousands were baptised in that church and confirmed as its members. Many well- 
known preachers, from Hast and West, have taught, strengthened and exhorted the 
congregation in it. The destruction of the old church, and later of the temp- 
orary building, was therefore felt not only as a great material but especially 


a spiritual loss." H.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY The General Synod of Germany, 1954 


(Berlin):- The General Synced of Germany, the highest organ of the 
Landeskirchen affiliated to the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD), met from 
March 13 to 19 in the Johannesstift in Berlin-Spandau, The gathering of the 
120 delegates from East. and .est, together with the members of the Council, the 
Bishops and Presidents, showed clearly "that there are no zone-frontiers be- 
tween Protestant Uhristians in Germany, but that the Evangelical Church is a 
single living fellowship of faith and love," 


+ > 


+ ae me. 
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Concerning the Unity of the EKD 
Bishop Otto Dibelius emphatically defended the unity of the Evangel- 
ical Churych in Germany and warned his audience "not to endanger the spiritual 


unity of the Landeskirchen by the formation of blocs," 


Report of the President of the Council 

Bishop Dibelius, President of the Council of the EKD, opened his re- 
port on the work of the nast years with the question: ‘that is the state of 
spiritual and moral life in ovr country?" Dr Dibelius continued: "Speaking 
in general, the traditional ties, rooted in old Christian customs, are break- 
ing down more and more, The life of the Church is becoming more and more de- 
pendent unon the personal decision of the individual." Speaking of the rela- 
tions With the workers in this connection, the Bishop continued: "Al though 
these relations have improved, they are still extremely unsatisfactory. A 
change is indeed becoming perceptible on the political plane. It is no longer 


unthinkable for Socialist Minister-Presidents to go to Church and take Communion. 


But in the trace-uniors - which are the real bastion of the workers - the old 
materialistic spirit has hardly changed at all, Among the young theologians 
very few are ready in a spirit of self-sacrifice to shoulder the task of brics- 
ing the gulf by personal intervention at these crucial points," 

With regard to the relation of the Church to the political powers, 
the Bishoo said that the Goverrsent of the German Democratic Republic had ful- 
filled neaviy el the pledges which it had given to the Church the year before. 
All the church institusions had been restored, the school-children and students 
who had been dismissed had been taken back, the state grants (at any rate 70% 
of them) had beon paid, aid a mmber of prisoners had been releascd, SOO 
people from the Eastern Zens had been allowed to attend the Kirchentag in 
Hamburg, Nevertheless, the Uhurch could not simply forget the events of the 
church struggle the year before, because the old tendencies were gradually 
appearing again, A closor watch was being kept on pastors and on thsir church 
services, For the current year the total deficit of the Church was estimated 
as 20 million Marks. 


The position of the family in Church and Society 

During its deliberations in Spandau the Synod thoroughly examined the 
question of the family and its position in the Church and in modern society. 
it is the duty o! the State to protect the special and unalterable structure 
of the family and the freedom of its historical development. The legal ordin- 
ances regulating marriage, which emphasise the responsibilities of both man 
and wife, must not ignore the differences between man and woman, Civil marriage 
should remain compulsory in orde® to avoid coercion of conscience and legal 
confusion, Authority over their children should lie in the hands of both 
parents. 


Discussing the details of state policy, the Synod declared that the 
State must carry out a policy in housing and taxation which takes due account 
of the family. This includes special provision for large families in the State 
housing programme, higher taxation rebates for children and the granting of 
family allowances. | 
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The Division of the German People 


Discussing the problem of Hast and West, the Synod drew up the follow- 
ing declaration: "The Synod knows that many people are deeply perplexed and 
disappointed about the outcome of the Berlin Conference of Foreign Ministers. 

We cannot prevent the world from hearing the passionate cry which goes up from 
our people for a speedy change in their destiny, But as Christians we bow 
beneath the mighty hand of God, Who has not yet taken this trial from US ee 
Even if their hopes and prayers are not fulfilled, as they had expected, Christ- 
lans must still continue cheerfully along the way that God sets before them, 
even if it is the way of the Cross... We expect the Churches in Eastern and in 
Western Germany to resist the temptation to instil political propaganda into 
the message of the Gospel, or to yield to feelings of hatred or self~assertion, 
we give thanks, that we have been able to meet again this time as a full German 
synod in brotherly sincerity and fellowship bridging the frontiers, tensions 
and differences of opinion,.. We are confident that the stream of brotherly 
affection and helpfulness between E st and West will not dry up, but will go 

on growing broader and deeper," 


Eeumenical Guests 

Among the ecumenical guests who attended the Synod at Spandau were 
Bishop Veto and Bishop Bereczky from Hungary, Bishop Jan Chabada from Slovakia, 
Dr Michalko (Dean of the Faculty of Theology in Bratislava), and representatives 
of the World Council of Churches, the lutheran world Federation, the Protestant 
Churches in France, Belgium and Holland, and the waldensian Church in Italy. 
Bishop Bereczky spoke of the special link between his own Church and the Pro- 
testant Church of Germany, and especially of their common suffering through the 


division of that country, 'l/ith sincere sympathy and understanding we share 
the burden of this strange situation and the special responsibility which it 
lays upon the Church," E.P.S.Geneva 


EVANSTON NOTES 


The Discussion of the Six Section Topics at the Assembly 


In addition to considering its main theme, "Christ-- The Hope of the 
world", the “vanston Assembly will also be divided into six sections which will 
deal with the subsidiary topics. In each case a section will seek to relate 
the meaning of the main theme to the specific topic assigned to it. ‘The six 
sections are as follows: 


eection 1] : "Faith and Order" - Our Oneness in Uhrist and our Disunity as 
Churches 
section 2: "Evangelism! - The Mission of the Church to those Outside her Life 
section 3: "Social Wuestions" - The Responsible Society in a World Perspective 
Section 4; ‘International Affairs" — Christians in the Struggle for World 
Communi ty 
eection 5 : "Inter-group Relations" —- The Church amid Racial and Ethnic Tensions 


Section 6: "Laity" - The Christian in his Vocation 
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Under the direction of the Study Department of the world Council, to 
whom the responsibility of preparing the material for these topics was given, 
six Ecumenical Surveys have been written, These surveys give a world-wide 
picture of the Churches! thought and action in the several areas, and are de- 
Signed to serve as background material both for the Assembly and in the member 
Churches, They will be sent to the participants shortly and be published in 
June. 


In August 1953, six preparatory Commissions, made up of experts in 
the several fields, met in Switzerland to put the sruveys in final shape and 
to prepare material which the sections could consider, Members of these com- 
missions will meet again in Chicago just prior to the Assembly to complete this 
preparatory work, 


During the second week of the Assembly the Sections, consisting of 
delegates, consultants, youth consultants and fraternal delegates, will meet 
for five sessions to prepare reports on each of these topics, At later plenary 
sessions of the Assembly. these reports will be considered and appropriate 
action taken, 


Those who have been invited by the ixecutive Committee of the World 
Council to be officers of these sections are the following: 


Faith and Order: Chairman: Archbishop Yneve Brilioth (Sweden); Vice Chairmen: 
e Canon Oliver S, Tomkins (United Kingdom), Metropolitan Juhanon 
Mar Thoma (India) | 


fivangelism: Chairman: Bishop Richard C, Raines (USA); Vice Chairmen: 


Canon Theodore 0, Wedel (USA), Bishop E.G, Gulin (Finland) 


Social Questions: Chairman: Dr C.L,. Patijn (Netherlands); Vice Chairmen: 
Prof. John C, Bennett (USA), Dr Enrique C, Sobrepena (Phil 
(Philippines ) 


International Affairs: Chairman: Sir Kenneth Grubb (United Kingdom); Vice 
Chairmen: Dr 0, Frederick Nolde (USA), Prof, Hamilecar 
Alivisatos (Greece), Dr J, Leimena (Indonesia) 


intergroup Relations: Chairman: Dr Roswell P, Barnes (USA); Vice Chairman: 
Rev. Peter K. Dagadu (Gold Coast) 
The Laity: <- Chairman: lrs, Kathleen Bliss (United Kingdom); Vice Chair- 
i men: Mr, R.D, Paul (India), Dr Reinold von Thadden (Germany) 
He P.S.Geneva 


About Evanston in Many Languages 

The Evanston Assembly has already resulted in an imposing array of 
publications in many languages, and many more are expected, Jt shows that the 
Assembly, beyond its immediate outreach, is serving as a crystallisation-point 
in the thinking of the Churches, 


Some of the preliminary study documents have found exceptionnaly wide 
dissemination. The Introductory Leaflets on the six subsidiary topics (1952) 
have been issued in more than 100,000 copies in English, French and German, and 
further in Danish, Dutch, Greek, Indian languages, Italian, Japanese, Spanish. 
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An official study-guide to the Evanston subjects, "Together to be His Witnesses!! 
(American title: "Evanston Issues"), written by R.D, Hyslop for the World Coun- 
cil Study Department (1953), has also appeared in German, Dutch, Greek, Japanese 
and French editions, and others are envisaged. 


Another pamphlet, "Christ - The Hope of the World" (1953), describes 
the general plans for the Assembly. The publications in English, French and 
German are obtainable from the World Council offices in Geneva, London and New 
York, A volume of Ecumenical Surveys on the six subsidiary topics will shortly 
be distributed to the delegates. The English edition, including the report to 
the Assembly of the Advisory Commission on the Main Theme, will be published in 
June in 20,000 copies by Harper & Brothers, New York, as a Religious Book Club 
selection. In the United Kingdom it will be published by the S.C.M. Press, 
London, 


Other Assembly publications now being prepared include "The First Six 
Years" and a series of popular pamphlets on various aspects of the ‘’orld Coun- 
cil's programme, In Hast Asia, the study preparations for Evanston have result- 
ed in two notable contributions: "Christ ~ The Hope of Asia" (Christian liter- 
ature Society, Madras, 1953), and "Christ and the Asian Revolution", a symposium 
edited by Dr Rajah B, Manikam (to appear in the autumn of 1954), 


A host of writings, both scholarly and for the general reader, are now 
appearing on the theme of the Christian Hope, for example, by Emil Brunner 
(Tokyo), J.E. Fyson (Britain), Paul S. Minear (USA), Aimo T, Mikolainen (Finland). 
several writers have produced popular interpretations of the Assembly or dis- 

» cussion outlines for use in local groups: Leslie Cooke (United Kingdom), 

"hat about Hvanston?"; Elsie Culver (USA), "Evanston and Everywhere"; J.W. 
Kennedy (USA), "Evanston Notebook"; Alan T. McNaughton (New Zzeakand), "Evanston 
Studies"; J.W. Sadiq (India),- "Christ - The Hope of the World." #&.P.S.Geneva 


Ga RMANY The Kirchentag will Meet in Leipzig 


The Kirchentag of the German Protestant Church will be held in 
leipzig from July 7 to 11. This was announced to the Synod in Berlin-Spandau 
by Dr von Thadden, President of the Kirchentag, At a meeting held on March 19 
at the Home Office of the German Democratic Republic in Berlin, the Government 
of the Republic (through the Secretary of State for Home Affairs) informed the 
President of the Kirchentag, that the preparations could now go forward (see 
also EFS No. 5). 


in informing the Synod of this, Dr van Thadden asked Protestant 
Christians to offer prayers for the Kirchentag, which vould take as its slogan 
"Be Joyful in Hope." "God grant," said Dr von Thadden, "that we may bear wit- 
ness faithfully before all men," i.P.S.Geneva 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of: The World Council of Churches + The International. Missionary Council 


The World's Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations * The World’s Young Women's 
Christian Association « The World's Student Christian Federation » The World Council of 


Christian E-ducation » The United Bible Societies 


OIKUMENE GENEVA . TELEPHONE 67139 . 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 


= No, 13 Twenty-firest Year April 2, 1954 


On other pages : 


Church Progress. in Korea . . 9.4... «+ 2 Religious Communities in the USSR .. 4 
Call to Prayer for those Deprived Ecumenical Boy Scout Leaders! 

aD bvth EWM eg: Bra Er pe ll asp an aR Ma ea Conference at Nyborg Strand .... 5 
Tribute to Dr Cavert . .°. . «+ +» 4 Free Scope for the German Kirchentag 6 
Help to Refugees Must Go On/Austria 4 Programme for Evanston... «+. e7-9 


Evanston Notes 


World Council Business at the Assembly 

When the Second Assembly of the World Vouncil cf Churches meets at 
Evanston it will be concerned not only with its Main Theme and with the topics to 
be considered by its six Sections, but it will also have the responsibility of 
reviewing the work of the Council's secretariats and departments in the period 
Since the first Assembly was held in Amsterdam in 1948 and of planning for the 
years ahead, 


According to the World Council Constitution the Assembly is "the prin- 
cipal authority in the Council," Its voting members consist of delegates offi- 
cially appointed by the member Churches of the Council. During the Assembly 
several periods will be devoted to the meetings of working Committees which will 
make plans for the future work of the Council's Divisions and Departments. 


The Assembly will have before it the recommendations of the Central 

Committee for the future structure and functioning of the Council. ‘This report 
was carefully considered by the Central Committee at its meeting in Lucknow, 
India, in January 1953, Because of the technical nature of the report and be- 
cause of the need for the Assembly Working Committees to be organised on the 
basis of this report, it will be presented to the Assembly at one of its first 

' sessions, A special committee will then hold a hearing at which time delegates 
may make recommendations and discuss the proposals with those who have been 
largely responsible for drafting this report. The Assembly will then take action 
on these recommendations, 


If the basic pattern of these recommendations is adopwved, the World 
Council will have in the years ahead, besides its General Secretariat, three 
Divisions: 


pens ig EN ge aa NE I RETESET AN ee ERG ORC REL TEN  oee T 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


y % EW aa) AeogeT . : ae Siar * 
Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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1. the Division cf Studies, including the Department of Faith and 
Order, Church and Society, Evangelism, and Missionary Studies; 


2. the Division of Ecumenical Action, including the Ecumenical In- 
stitute, the Youth Department, the Department on siork for the 
Laity and the Department on Co-operation of ilen and Women in Charch 
and Society; 


3. the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. 


In addition, the Department of Finance and Administration and the De- 
partment of Information will be responsible directly to the General Secretariat. 


The Committees which meet to study the plans for the’se divisions and 
departments will subsequently present their reports to plenary sessions of the 
Assembly for adoption. 


A further important task of the Assembly will be to elect the Central 
Committee which will hold office until the third Assembly and to choose the pre- 
sidents of the World Council for the coming years. 


In preparation for its work in these fields the Assembly will have 
before it two volumes: "The First Six Years" - the report of the Ventral Commit- 
tee to the Assembly and "The Assembly workbook" which will contain the proposals 
on structure and functioning and a draft agenda for Assembly business. These 
volumes are now being published in Switzerland and will be sent to the Assembly 


participants shortly. B.P.S.Geneva 
KOREA © | Church Progress in spite of Set-Backs 


Nearly a third of the churches in South Korea were severely damaged 
during the recent fighting there. This and other facts about the Church in Korea 
are made known in a report from James Atkinson, a member of the staff of the 
Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to hefugees of the VYorld Council of 
Churches, now acting as a member of the staff of Korea Church ‘World Service. 


Mr, Atkinson, who arrived in Korea in December, paints a picture of a 
young Korean Church, deeply inspired, self-supporting, and of pastors ministering 
to a people whose poverty,is often beyond description, and whose need seems end- 
less. "These pastors," writes Mr, Atkinson, "are truly servants of God devoted 
to a difficult task," 


The Protestant Churches in Korea are indigenous and independent and 
though many of the missions from whose pioneer work they sprang are still work-— 
ing in Korea, the role of the missions is now mainly one of education, example, 
and technical skill on which the Korean Churches draw. 


These relatively young Churches suffered heavily in the Korean war, 
Figures given by the National Christian Council of Korea show that out of 3,280 
churches in South Korea 973 buildings were severely damaged, nearly a third of 
the total. Of these 267 were completely destroyed. Many have been rebuilt since 
the war's end, though often \ith less ambitious structures: it is a common sight 
to see a small wooden church hall standing inside the ruins of a destroyed one of 
brick or stone, . 
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Pastors present a more serious problem than do buildings, The losses 
of the war here cannot be so easily made up, and there are not nearly enough 
ordained men for the congregations seeking them: at present there are 1,877 
pastors for 3,280 churches and the difference is made up by lay evangelists. To 
make the situation more difficult there are 363 pastors and evangelists missing 
- whether killed or still living in captivity in North Korea it is not known. 

A new challenge to the Korean Churches has been the great spread of 
Christianity in the Korean army, an army which is now so large in relation to the 
size of the country that a chaplaincy corps of 340 pastors has been built up to 
serve it. But there is one disadvantage in this growing chaplaincy corps — these 
chaplains are the very men from whom the Churches would normally draw their much- 
needed new pastors, 


Another problem of the Churches is one faced by other lands where 
great strides of civilisation have been taken in a short time: the towns have 
developed too quickly at the expense of the country and remote districts, so that 
the best men come to the towns for learning, and having learned, are reluctant 
to return home to the backward areas where they are in reality most needed. 

HP... Geneva 


UNITED STATES A Call to Prayer for Those wshhose Religious Liberty is 
Impaired 


The General Board of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

' in the U.S.A. meeting in this season of the commemoration of our Lord's suffering, 
called upon the constituent communions to request their members to pray for all 

_ those who are deprived of the full exercise of religious DLS Gy. 


In countries both East and iiest there are attempts by law or adminis- 
trative orders to restrict religious witness only to acts of worship within the 
sanctuary. In wany cases such worship may not be announced and in others free 
access to places or worship is altogether denied. In some countries the restric- 
tions are general, affecting all religious congregations, and the regime seeks 
to create an atmosphere hostile to faith; in other countries, the restrictions 
are discriminatory, affecting only certain faiths, 


"We thus have almost daily fresh cause for concern with the sufferings 
of fellow Christians and those of other faiths whose freedom is impaired, Re- 
membering these our brethren, we would invite all members of our constituent 
bodies to join in penitence, thanksgiving, petition, and intercession: 


"Searching our hearts to remove those things which keep us from loving 
God and from loving all our fellowmen; 

"Rendering thanks for all those who, in circumstances of mental, moral 
and spiritual pressures to forget the love of God and no longer look upon their 
fellowmen as children of God, yet continue to worship Him; ) 

"And praying that all Christian people wherever they are may harken to 
His word, receive His strength, and do His will. 


"We would also remind ourselves that our Lord in the midst of His suf- 
_ferings encouraged us to pray for those who ‘persecute and despitefully use' us, 
and that intercessory prayer has ever been one of the powers of the Church in an 
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unfriendly setting. By such prayer, God grants His children the perspective to 
understand wherein they themselves have failed; the perspective to see the true 
condition. and possibilities of those called our enemies, and by redemptive love 
to bring them into the fellowship of our Lord. He grants us the privilege of 
this faith in the perspective of the Cross and the Resurrection," E.FP.S.Geneva 


UNLTED STATES Tribute to Dr Cavert 


Some four hundred friends paid honour to Dr Samuel McCrea Cavert at 
a dinner sponsored by the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA 
in New York, on March 16, The occasion of the testimonial dinner was Dr Cavert's 
voluntary retirement on February lst as the General Secretary of the National 
Council of Churches. At the same time Dr Cavert took up new duties as lxecutive 
Secretary for the USA of the World Council of Churches, with offices at 156 
Fifth Avenue, New York, 


Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill, first president of the National Council 
of Churches, Dr Henry Sloan Coffia, President of Union Theological Seminary, and 
Dr F, Ernest Johnson, whose service to the ecumenical movement matches Dr Cavert's 
own thirty-five years, paid tribute to the latter's churchmanship. Dr Johnson 
emphasised his "respectfulness of persons that engender's loyalty downwards as 
well as upwards on the administrative scale," and his ability to "keep a balance 
between concern for the dynamic that keeps a movement alive and concern for the 
institutional structure that gives it continuity and a hope for permanence. 
There is something inevitable about his stepping from the national to the ecum- 


enical stage," concluded Dr Johnson. E.P.5.Geneva 
AUSTRIA Help to Refugees Must Go On 


Dr Elfan Rees (Secretary to the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs and Advisor Refugee Affairs) and Pastor Dominique Micheli (Se- 
cretary for Austria in the Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees) 
had a series of interviews in Vienna on March 22.and 23 with the church leaders 
and representatives of the Government. The purpose of their visit was to gather 
as much information as possible concerning the position of the refugees, in order 
to report to the Churches at Evanston and inform the general public. They were 
received first by Dr J, Raab (Chancellor of the Federal Austrian Republic), and 
then in tum by Dr A, Scharf (the Vice-Chancellor), the Minister for Home 
Affairs, the Minister of Agriculture and the Minister of Finance. The orld 
Council representatives were thus able to obtain a clear picture of the very 
real efforts being made by the Austrian Government uD facilitate the solution 
of the refugee problem. 


A press conference was held, attended by newspaper correspondents 
representing both the secular and religious press, by representatives of the 
lutheran, Reformed, Old Uatholic, Methodist and Baptist Churches, and by a large 
number of representatives of the Government, At this meeting Monsieur Micheli 
spoke on the meaning of the main theme of the Evanston Assembly, Christ - the 
Only Hope of the World, and explained why this true Christian Hope makes it in- 
cumbent upon the Churches to alleviate the lot of the refugees. 
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Dr Rees also spoke, saying how greatly encouraged he was by the pro- 
gress made since the Salzburg Conference in 1950. Many of the refugees were in 
a much better position today, thanks to the different measures introduced by the 
Government, especially the right granted to the "Volksdeutsche" to opt for 
Austrian nationality, and the considerable funds placed at the refugees! disposal 
to enable*them to become assimilated into the national economy, and thanks also 
to the efforts of the Austrian Churches. Nevertheless the fact remains that 
Austria cannot solve the refugee problem single-handed. No solutions have yet 
been found to guarantee the future of those refugees who are not of German ethnic 
origin. Help must still be forthcoming from charitable organisations,and from 
governmental and inter-governmental bodies, in order to support the efforts which 
are being made within Austria itself, until the day when every refugee has the 


opportunity to lead a normal life, BeP.S. Geneva 
oe alts What is the Number of the Existing Religious Communities? 


"It is generally believed that there are at present 101 Orthodox re- 
ligious communities in the Soviet Union," writes Dr S, Bolshakoff (Oxford, 
England) in the wiarch-April issue 1954 of the bulletin "Church and world," 
According to his report "some of these communities are in the Baltic Republics 
or in the Eastern provinces of the pre-war Foland, some have been re-opened during 
and after war or have survived since tthe imperial days. ‘The majority of the 
Soviet monasteries are situated in the Ukraine and White Russia. 


The celebrated Kievo-Pecherskaya Lavra has still 89 monks while three 
convents number 250, 158 and 260 nuns respectively. Kiev seems to be the chief 
monastic centre in the Soviet Union. The present superior of the Lavra is Archi- 
mandrite Kronid. The Lavra attracts large crowds of pilgrims. Another great 
Ukrainian monastery, Pochaevskaya Lavra, remains intact, Other Ukrainian mona~ 
steries, now flourishing, are the Desert of Glinsk, Assumption Monastery in 
Odessa and Korestski convent in Volhynia. The chief monastery in white Russia 
is in Zhirovitei. The Minsk Seminary is housed in that monastery. 


In Northern Russia there is only one flourishing monastery — Pskovo- 
Pechersky. In the Latvian Soviet Republic there are two convents. In Lithuania 
there are two monasteries in Vilna. In Central Russia, the great Troitsko- 
Sergieva Lavra, near lioscow, and an ancient convent in Murom are the chief ones, 
A number of the Orthodox monasteries still exist in Georgia, Bukovina and Sub- 
Carpathian Hussia. Whether any of the Urals, Siberian or Turkestan monasteries 
still exist is difficult to say. The number of vocations is said to be increas- 


ing fast. : #.P.S. Geneva 
DENMARK Kcumenical Boy Scout Leaders' Conference 


The World's Alliance of YiiCAs and the World Council cf Churches Youth 
Department jointly convened this second ecumenical conference for European Scout 
Leaders and representatives of Church youth work held at Nyborg Strand, Denmark, 
March 22-26, 1954. > 


Thirty-two delegates from ten countries took part in the meeting. 
Observers had been sent to the conference by the Danish YuiCA Guides, the Danish 
Voluntary Boys! Brigade and the Salvation Army International Headquarters. 
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Under the chairmanship of Rev. Tore Littmarck, orld's YiiCAs, Geneva, 
the conference discussed a comprehensive range of subjects all related to the 
main theme of the conference: "Duty to God;" the preparation of the boys for 
the Promise "to serve God;" the problems raised by the Promise in their lives; 
the role of the Scout and the co-operation between Scouts and ministers in this 
- respect, 

The need for closer co-operation and deeper understanding between 
ministers and Scouts was stressed and it was suggested that a future conference 
might discuss more fully the place of scouting in the life of the Church and the 
‘relations between scouts and the Church. 


The following countries were represented: Belgium, Denmark, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Norway, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzeriand, United 


States,.. BeP.S. Geneva 
GinwlANY Free Scope for the Kirchentag 


Correspondence has been going on between the President of the German 
Evangelical Kirchentag and the Government of the German Democratic Republic con- 
_cerning the arrangement for the Kirchentag in Leipzig, July 7-11 (see EPS No. 12), 
The Ministry for Home Affairs of the German Democratic Republic stipulate in 
their letter that "nothing should take place at the Leipzig Kirchentag which is 
contrary to the peace policy of the Government of the German Democratic Republic... 
if the President of the Kirchentag and those responsible for arranging and organ- 
ising it pledge themselves not to tolsrate anything at the Kirchentag which in 
any way implies support of the Luropean Defence Community policy of the Bonn 
Government, or which is contrary in any way to the peace policy of the Govern- 
ment of the German Democratic Republic, then there is no objection..." 


Dr von Thadden, President of the Kirchentag, in replying to the Govern- 
ment said: ‘With regard to the political conditions stipulated, the meetings in 
Leipzig will deal with purely church matters, in accordance with the nature and 
principles of the Evangelical Kirchentag... The Kirchentag may claim that 
hitherto it has used the freedom appropriate to the nature and work of the Church 
to deal solely with ecclesiastical and spiritual matters. In Leipzig it will | 
endeavour, as heretofore, to observe these definite limits, and particularly to 
avoid any discussion about the Buropean Defence Community..." 


The presidential office of the Kirchentag writes that the discussions 
and agreements between the President of the Kirchentag and the representative of 
the Ministry for Home Affairs in Berlin have made it quite clear, that the 
German Evangelical Kirchentag at leipzig, as heretofore, will not allow itself 
to be restricted in any way, and it will prove this also at Leipzig. The 
atmosphere of such a great Protestant meeting does not admit political agitation, 


On this basis the Government of the German Democratic Republic gave 
permission for the preparations to go Oca for the Kirchentag, which will be 
held from July 7 to 11, An Aces a 


. ‘ 
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PROGRAMME 
for the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, U.S.A. 


em a ieee ees et oS en A A ee 
Sunday = August 15 


10,00 a.m, Opening Service of Worship (First Methodist Church) 
2000-3.00 pom, Opening Plenary Session, Dr Marc Boegner (France) presiding 


Presentation of Wain Theme: Christ - the Hope of the World 
Speakers: Bishop L. Newbigin (India), Prof. E. Schlink 
(Germany), Prof. R. Calhoun (USA) 
8,00 p.m, Public Worship Service, Soldier Field (Chicago) 


ee ee ee ee en oat DR NE Mey ee aN Pen enon aC FA TE ate 
Monday - August 16 


10.00-12.00 a.m, Plenary Session, Bishop G.Bromley Oxnam (USA) presiding 
Constituting Actions for Assembly 
Report of Central Committee 
General Secretary's Report 
3.00-5.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Bishop G.B. Oxnam (USA) presiding 
General Discussion 
Report of Committee on Structure and Functioning 
Assembly Arrangements 
8.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Bishop C.K. Jacob (India) presiding 
Report of Secretariat for Hvangelism 
Speaker: Dr Hans Hoekendijk (Netherlands) invited 
Presentation of Section on Evangelism 
Speakers: Dr D.T,Niles (Ceylon), Canon T.Wedel (USA) invited 


rear area Ce a ete es eee Dd a They Se A OR AR Mee RO) UROR Rae 
Tuesday ~ August 17 


10,00-12,.00 a.m. Main Theme: Group Discussion 


3.00-5.00 p.m. Wiain Theme: Group Discussion 
3.00-6.00 p.m. Hearing, Structure and Functioning 
6,00 p.m; Plenary Session, Archbishop Brilioth (Sweden) presiding 


Report of Faith and Order 
Speaker: Canon Oliver S, Tomkins (England) 
Presentation of Section on Unity 
Speakers: Bishop A, Nygren (Sweden), Prof. V.#,Devadutt 
(India), Prof. G. Florovsky (USA) 


ee ARR ADS sels ea SEER SSPE Bl Re Flint etc 2 ek dA SRA OE Pe ea OR Te le a a gs 
Wednesday - August 18 


10,00-12,00 a.m. Plenary Session, Dr BG! Fry (USA) presiding 
Discussion and adoption of Structure and Functioning Report 


2e00-5.00 p.m. Main Theme: Group Discussion 
S.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Bishop E, Berggrav (Norway) presiding 


Presentation of Section on the Responsible Society 
Speaker: Dr C.L. Patijn (Netherlands) invited 
Address: Asia and Africa Ask Searching Questions 
Speakers: Dr Ch,iialik (Lebanon), Rev,P. Dagadu (Gold Coast) 
eS 
Thursday - August 19 


10,00-12,00 a.m. Main Theme: Group Discussion 


3.00-5.00 p.m. Committses on World Council of Uhurches Business 
8.00 p.m. Chicago Symphony Orchestra Concert 


5 LLL ALAA EO Sc 
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| Friday -.August 20 


10,00-12.00 a.m. Committees on World Council Business 


2200-4.00: p.m. Committees on world Council Business 
4,00-8.00 p.m. Confessional meetings as desired 
8.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Archbishop of Canterbury presiding 


Report of the Commission of the Churches on Intern.Affairs 
Speaker: Dr 0. Frederick Nolde (USA) 

Presentation of Section on International Affairs 
Speaker: Dr J. Leimena (Indonesia), invited 


Saturday - August 21 


10,00-12,00 a.m. Plenary Session, Archbishop Athenagoras presiding 
Presentation of Section on Race 
Speakers: Dr B.E, Mays (USA), Dr B.J,tiarais, invited 
section on Vocation 
Speaker: Dr F.P. liiller (USA) 
Report of Ecumenical Institute 
Speaker: Dr H. Kraemer (Netherlands) 
3.00-5.00 p.sm. Committees on World Council Business 
8.00 p.m. Service of Preparation for Communion 


™ 


Speaker: Dr B.A, Payne (Britain) 


Sunday - August 22 


Holy Communion 
Free afternoon 
eC Dail s Plenary Session, Dr Boegner presiding 
Report of Department of Inter~Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


Monday - August 23 


10,00-12,00 a.m. Sections 
3,00-5,00 p.m. Committees on \orld Council Business 
8.00 p.m, Plenary Session, Archbishop Athenagoras presiding 
Report of Study Deoartment 
Speaker: Dr Henry P. Van Dusen (USA) 
Report of Commission on Life and work of iomen in the Church 
Speaker; Mlle M, Barot (France) — 
Report of Youth Department 
Speaker: Mr, Philip Potter (West Indies) 


(ens gh ee SND lehae aia Se MS at Aaa MONT AOU a a CL BI APARNA RR BSA ORR NOONE RO Mua eric 
Tuesday - August 24 
10,00-12.00 a.m. Sections 
3,00—-5,00 Pell. Sections 
8.00pm. Plenary Session, Dr John Mackay presiding 
Report of Joint Secretary in East Asia 
_ Speaker: Dr R.B, Manikam (India) 
Address: "World-wide Evangelism in this Generation! 

Speakers: Dr Ch, Hanson (IulC),Rev, Chandu Ray (Pakistan) 
eR fe ee ee enya ere er enter aeenneneteere reer tained ovarn—-anseeepntitiuetaenmnnusait eos re neenaysestsitnneneerstengesnnmeainesiess Sn 
Wednesday - August 25 
40 .00-12.00 a.m. Sections 
3.00-5.00 pom. Sections 


§.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Archbishop of Canterbury presiding 
Main ‘heme 
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Thursday - August 26 


10,00-12,00 asm. Plenary Session, Archbishop of Canterbury presiding 
Main Theme 
3.00-5.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Bishop Oxnam presiding 
world Council Business 
Free evening 


Friday - August 27 


10,00-12.00 a.m, Plenary Session, Bishop of Uhichester presiding 

Sections 
3200-5.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Dr I.C. Fry presiding 

World Council Business 
8.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Bishop of Chichester presiding 

Address: "Tensions of the world and Unity in Christ" 

_ Speakers: lirs. Rena Karefa-Smart (Nigeria), Archbishop 
Michael (USA), Bishop Berggrav (Norway) 


(espe yah hgh) ACLS sat ASNT SRR sa all BRP AO ON Ne RL Al OUR A Ml aA oa RO SS 
Saturday - August. 28 


1O,00-12.00 a.m. Plenary Session, Ur Van Dusen presiding 
Sections 
Free afternoon 
S.00 p.m. Plenary Session, Bishop Oxnam presiding 
World Council Business 


Sunday - August 29 


Worship Service 


4,30 pm. Plenary Session, Bishop Berggrav presiding 
Address: "The Church's Dependence on God; its Independence 
from Men" 
Speakers: Prof. ,Niebuhr (USA), invited; Bishop Dibelius 
(Germany ) 
S00 Dem. Plenary Session, Dr Van Dusen presiding 
sections 


Rn ah Nee ced ee ee ee CO ee ee ee 
Monday -— August 30 


10,00-12.00 a.m. Plenary Session, Dr Boegner presiding 
sections 

3.00-5,00 p.m. Plenary Session, bishop cf Chichester presiding 
World Council Business 

6.00 p.m. Plenary Session, archbishop of Canterbury presiding 
world Council Business 


: 
a 


Tuesday - August 31 


9.00-11.30 a.m. Plenary Session, Bishop Oxnam presiding 
: Sections 
le 0a eM Closing orship 
Ne er pn Po cca ee ad ae eae ee PORTA Meas 
Rach day begins and ends with a worship service 
B.P.S. Geneva 
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Evanston Notes 


Accredited Visitors! Programme 

Bach member Church of the World Council of Churches is entitled to 
send to the Second Assembly a number of accredited visitors equal to the number 
of delegates assigned to it. The accredited visitors will receive all of the 
Assembly literature and will attend the plenary sessions and worship services of 
the Assembly. 


During the time that the delegates are meeting in groups, sections 
and working committees, a special series of sessions for the accredited visitors 
will be held in the air-conditioned Cahn auditorium, JDuring these sessions 
topics will be discussed which have a bearing on the Assembly's theme and sub- 
sidiairy themes and also on matters of interest to the Churches in all lands. 
The accredited visitors will then have an opportunity to ask questions to the 
speakers, Following a brief recess the accredited visitors will meet in inform- 
al groups for discussion and an exchange of views, The programme as it is now 
being organised provides for the following: 


Tuesday - August 17 


morning "Reaching Non-Christians in Our Own Lands" 
1) "Social Outreach of the Christian Minority in Japan" 
2) "The Church's \itness in Hungary" 
3) “Bringing the Gospel to Britain's Industrial Workers" 
afternoon Reception for Accredited Visitors and Hosts 


Lhe aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


- en . : : S> A a ae - J A ‘ i oie ‘ - . 
Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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Wednesday - August 18 


afternoon "The Search for Unity" 
1) "Doctrine and Unity" 
2) "Church Heritage and Unity"! 
3) "Freedom and Unity" 


Thursday - August 19 


morning "Christians in the Struggle for a Responsible Society"! 
Reports from France, India, the United States 
_afternoon "The Issues of Christian Hope! 


Ceee oo ae De TET TY PALS Se REED 


A Panel Discussion 


Friday -— August 20 
morning "The Present State of Religious Liberty" (I) 


1) "Crucial Situation in Latin America" 
2) "Churches in the Islamic World" 
3) "Churches in a Communist Society" 
afternoon "The Present State of Religious Liberty" Cit) 
4) "Trends in Eastern Germany" 
5) "What Protestants in Spain May and May Not Do! 


6) "The Churches of the United States and the Cause of Freedom!"! 


Saturday -— August 21 
afternoon "Ecumenical Fellowship and Hace Relations" 

Panel Discussion "\hat are the Churches Doing about Race?! 
Monday - August 23 


morning "Ecumenical Fellowship and International Relations" 

Panel Discussion "Foreign Policy and Christian Conscience! 

Six participants from France, Germany, India, Mexico, U.5.A., Britain 
afternoon "The Refugee Situation and what the Churches are doing" 


Tuesday — August 24 


morning "Our Daily Work and our God-given Callings" 
, 1) "What the Bible Teaches about Work" 
2) “Laymen Discover their Vocations" (two speakers ) 
afternoon "Accredited Visitors Session" 
To grow out of the Assembly 


Wednesday - ‘August 25 Pas) 


morning "The Ecumenical Movement Today" 

"The Distance Covered, the Direction Ahead" 
afternoon “Ecumenism Among the eee Churches" 

Programme organised by the Accredited Visitors 


BeP.S. Genevg 


ee ee eee eee eee 


ene 


No,."14 - April 9, 1954 -3- ; 100 


Schedule of Ecumenical Work Camps 1954 


Ecumenical work camps in 1954 sponsored by the Youth Department of the 
World Council of Churches include the following projects (further details may be 
obtained from the Youth Department of the W.C.C., 17 route de Malagnou, Geneva): 


KRUROPE 
Austria : Stainach-Irdning 16 July - 16 August 
Weidling (Russian Sector of Vienna) July 30 - August 30 
Belgium: Chimay July 16 - ~ugust 16 
Finland: Huhus July 16 - August 20 
France : Glay (near Montbéliard) July 16 - August 16 
Le Chambon-sur-Lignon July 16 - August 30 
Le Pont de Montvert August 3-30 
Germany: Grunbthlsiedlung (near Ludwigsburg-Stuttgart) July 30 - August 30 
Mehren (Westerwald) July 30 - August 30 
Ohmstede (Oldenburg) July 16-August 16 
‘Berlin-Heiligensee July 9 - August 4, and August 6 - September 3 
Great Britain : Nottingham July 30 - August 30 
Greece: lonian Islands July 16 - August 16 
Italy: Velletri (near Rome) July 16-August 16 
Netherlands: Schouwen July 9 - August 9 
Sweden: Hallstahammer (near Vaesteras) July 16 - August 23 


NEAR #AST AND AFRICA 


Cameroons: Yaoundé July 16 - August 16 

Cyprus: Limassol August 2 - 30 

Egypt: Borg el Arab (near Alexandria) Aucust 2 - 30 
lebanon: Tentatively from August 6 — 30 


Tunisia: Ferryville (near Bizerte) August 9 - 30 


AMERICA 


United States: California June 28 - August’ 21 


Chicago (111) July 2 - August 6 
Swannanoa (N.Carolina) July 1 - August 6 
Puerto Rico: Cedros June 24 - August 6 


PAR EAST 
Japan: Hiroshima mid-July - mid-August 
Sado Island: mid-July - mid-August 
Ajiro (near Tokyo) mid July - mid-August 


Korea: Tae-Jon July 31 - August 20 


Malaya: Tentative. Interested persons should write to the Rev, John Fleming, 
Malayan Christian Council, St Andrew's Cathedral, Singapore 6, Malaya 
Okinawa: Naha July 18 - August 18 


Philippines: North of Manila April 15 - May 15 


Thailand: Bangkok April 1 - 30 #.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA Bishop Palmer Dies 


® 
News has been received of the death of the Rt, Rev. Edwin James Palmer, 
formerly Bishop of Bombay. After a distinguished career, at Oxford, where he was 


ak 
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a fellow of Balliol (1891-1908), he was sent to India in 1908 as Bishop of Bombay, 
His clear head and wise judgment contributed greatly to the development of the 
Church of India, Burma and Ceylon (the Anglican Province which became independent 
in 1930), and he was mainly responsible for the drafting of the Constitution of 
that Church, 


From an early date, Bishop Palmer was drawn into the negotiations for 
church union in South India, Himself a high churchman, deeply read in the 
Fathers and in church history, he was insistent that the Anglicans must not, for 
the sake of church union, forgo anything essential in their heritage, but he was 
prepared to see God do new things, and rejoiced greatly wnen the Church of South 
india was constituted in 1947. (His name occurs, with 46 references, in the 
Index to Prof, Sundkler's new book on the Church of South India), 


In 1948, Bishop Palmer was present for the fourth time at the 
Lambeth Conference of Anglican Bishops, the only Bishop who had been present 
also in 1908, 1920 and 1930, 


For thirty years, he was closely associated with the ecumenical move- 
ment. He was present at the Faith and Order Conferences (Lausanne, Edinburgh) and 
played a leading part both in drawing up the agenda for the conference and in 
the discussions and the phrasing of the reports. From then on till the end of 
his life, Faith and Order was one of his chief interests, and he longed and 
worked tirelessly for the unity of Christ's Church. He will long be affection- 


ately remembered by a multitude of friends in all communions. #.P.5.Geneva 
INDIA lutheran Elected Bishop of South India Diocese 


A Lutheran minister, the Rev. Richard Lipo, has been chosen by the 
Executive Committee of the Synod of the Church of South India to succeed the 
Rt. Rev. Thomas Geoffrey Stuart Smith (Anglican) as Bishop of North Kerala, 


His consecration, tentatively scheduled for May, will make him the 
first lutheran missionary to become a bishop in the South India Church since its 
formation in 1947 through a merger of Anglican, Congregational, Methodist, 
Presbyterian and Reformed bodies, The bishop-elect is affiliated with the 


German (Imtheran) section of the Basle Evangelical Mission, E.P.S.Geneva 
BULGARIA Government Committee for Religious Matters 


Creation by the bulgarian Cabinet of a government Committee for 
Religious Matters was reported in"Zemedelsko Zname"' (Peasants' Banner), publish- 
ed in Sofia. According to a religious news service despatch, the newspaper said 
the committee will advise on religious questions concerning the Bulgarian 
Orthodox Church and other faiths, and promote "close co-operation between the 
Churches and the Government." i\iichail Kuetshukoff was named committee president. 
The new committee "will function as the official representative in Bulgaria of 
the Central Committee of the Communist party." B.eP.S.Geneva 
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New Hope for Workability of Refugee Relief Act 


One obstacle in the implementation of the (USA) Refugee Relief Act of 
1953, which has seen only six refugees enter the United States in the eight 
months since its effective date, has now been removed. This was the news brought 
back to Geneva last week by Dr Edgar H.S. Chandler following a two-months visit 
to the Far Hast and the U.S.A. Dr Chandler, of the World Council of Churches 
service to Refugees, conferred with government and church officials regarding 
the execution of the act, 


i "More practical assurance forms have now been approved," reported Dr 
Chandler, "and Church World Service and the National Lutheran Council have been 
officially approved as sponsoring agencies. This should facilitate the imple- 
mentation of the Act considerably." 


- The new legislation, signed last August, provides for the granting 
of 214,000 non-quota visas to refugees and nationals from more than ten coun- 
tries. The World Council of Churches, through Church World Service and the 
National lutheran Council in New York, expects to provide assurances for nearly 
half of the total number, According to the Act, no visas can be granted after 
December 31, 1956, 


Chief obstacle to the Act's workability to date has been the complic- 
ated and cumbersone assurance forms, These forms, to be signed solely by in- 
dividuals, required assurances of employment approved by the U.S. Employment 
Service, housing, and a guarantee that the immigrant would not become a public 
charge. TheState Department has now, with the administrators of the Act, agreed 
to permit Churches and church agencies to countersign the forms as joint- 
assurers, 


"We are fortunately situated," stated Dr Chandler, "in that we have 
resettlement offices operating in all.of the strategic refugee areas throughout 
the world. Our field offices in the past seven months have processed thousands 
ef refugee applications and '7,000 completed World Council dossiers have already 

' been forwarded to New York where Church World Service is now allocating them to 
the various church groups and denominations, We still have hopes that we can 
actually begin to move some of these refugees in distress this year," Dr Chandler 


said, #.P.S,Geneva 
JAPAN “Kyodan to Aid Small Japanese Churches 


Plans aimed at making 129 of its rural and fishing-village churches 
self-supporting by subsidising church-centred agricultural and industrial pro- 
jects in these communities, were adopted by the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan). 


The five-year programme was recommended by the Kyodan's rural evan- 
gelism committee. Its eventual aim is to make unnecessary the present annual 
subsidies to the 129 congregations and "free their pastors of the need for en- 
gaging in time-consuming outside work" to supplement their income, 

BeP.S. Geneva 
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SPAIN Pastoral Letter of the Archbishop of 
Barcelona 


"La Vanguardia Espanola"! (a daily newspaper published in Barcelona) 
published th: full text of a pastoral letter from the Archbishop of Barcelona, 
Monseigneur Gregoria Modrego, dated February 29, 1954. 


The Archbishop warns the faithful in his diocese against "the pro- 
selytism being carried on by the Protestants, " of which he quotes the following’ 
examples; 


"]) the publication of a great deal of printed matter refuting the 
Catholic dogmas relating to the Hucharist, penance, the Virgin Mary and the Pope; 
2) verbal invitations to leave the Cchaela Church and become Protestant; 3) 
various attractions held out to young people and children, especially through 
the organisation of excursions and other leisure-time activities which are used 
as means of inculcating doctrines contrary to the Catholic faith; gifts in kind 
made to necessitous families, not merely from pure Christian charity but also 
in order to attract them to Provestantism because of the material advantages 
involved," 


The pastoral letter quotes the "sects existing in the city of © 
Barcelona, namely: Methodists, aie Brethren, the Svangelical Church of 
Spain, the Swiss Reformed Church, the German Iutheran Church, the Seventh Day 
Adventists, the Anglican Church, the Evangelical Church, the Presbyterian Church, 
and Jehovah's Witnesses; the Suet membership amounts es about 2,500, includ ne 
both Spaniards and foreigners,’ 


"This proselytism campaign," the letter continues, "is inspired and 
largely financed by foreigners. The motive for this attitude of the Protestants 
in the midst of our people seems to be the same as in other Catholic countries, 
namely the following: leaving aside the non-religious motives, Protestantism is 
seeking to draw religious vitality from the Catholic peoples in order to recover 
from the failures it has encountered in the Protestant countries, where the 
gates have been opened to religious indifference, rationalism and materialism, 
and also to marxism and communism. Sooner or later the principle of free enquiry 
is bound to result in that..." 


higr, Modrego's letter then goes on to discuss religious toleration, 
and its limitations. Referring to Article 6 of the "'Fuero de los ®spanoles" 
recently incorporated in the Concordat between the Holy See and the Spanish 
State (see EPS No, Bice 1953), the letter emphasises that non-Catholic services 
held in private may be tolerated, Any propaganda directed towards the conver- 
sion of Catholics to Protestant sects is inadmissible however, because it would 
be "an unauthorised interpretation of Article 6, which does not establish free- 
dom of worship" but gives assurance that "no onc. will be interfered with on 
account of his religious beliefs," 


Migr. Modrego gives the following directives to Catholics, and to 
dissenters: 
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"To Catholics:..seize every opportunity of manifesting your faith to 
dissenters... Make use of the law; that is the ultimate authority to which we 
have recourse, to prevent the spread of errors and heresies, 


"To the peacemakers: an irenic attitude is a subtle error which con- 
Sists in failing to distinguish clearly between heresy and the heretic,..lie must 
show a great deal of Christian charity towards those who live in error, in order 
to lead them to the true and full knowledge of Jesus Christ, and to obedience of 
Christ’ representative on earth, 


"To those who have been disloyal to Catholicism: thank God, very few 
people have abandoned the Catholic faith in order to join Protestant sects. 
Those who have done so have often been attracted ty motives which were mainly 
economic and political... We urge them to return to the faith and obedience that 
they have left... 


"To the Protestants: we urge those who, are Protestants in all good 
faith, to confine themselves to private religious worship, and to abstain from 
any action prohibited by the existing law, namely any act of proselytism or pro- 
paganda. We urge them to return to us; we shall welcome them with open arms." 


inva: Circular prescribing the directives to be followed in order to 
repress Protestant propaganda," dated February 19, 1954, the Archbishop writes: 


".,.The parish-priests must watch carefully for any illegal activities 
initiated by Protestants and must take suitable steps to repress them... Our 
loyal Catholics must be well informed concerning the errors cf Protestant doc- 
trine, and how to refute them effectively... Jf Christian charity is practised 
by all who can do so, this will prevent any of our loyal Catholics from succomb- 
ing to the temptation of selling their birthright for a mess of pottage... It 


is a real crusade that we have to undertake..." B.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Association for Furthering the Gcspel in Spain 


The Association for Furthering the Gospel in Spain, which was prohib-— 
ited by the Gestapo during the Third Reich, now has a new constitution, It is 
now affiliated with the four other provincial Associations (those of Berlin, 
Rheinland-iiestphalia, Hesse and Bavaria) to form the "Association for Furthering 
the Gospel in Spain", with headquarters in Kassel. The Chairman of the Associa- 


tion is Provost Funcke. HeP.O. Geneva 
GHRMANY Theological Students in the German Democratic 
Republic 


(Berlin):- The Theological Picolhies im Berlin, Greifwald,, Halie, 
Jena, Leipzig and Rostock: represent today, as they have always done, a consider- 
able section of the universities as a whole, Since 1948 the number of theolog- 
ical students has more than doubled, although even this number is inadequate to 
meet the number required. In 1948 there were 411 theological students ; today 
there are 931. On the whole their financial position is good. The Higher 
Beclesiastical Seminary in Potsdam-Hermannswerder and the Kirchliche Proseminar 


in Naumburg prepare students to take courses in Theology or to become catechism 


teachers, 
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Most of the damage done to the seminaries and libraries during the 
war has now been repaired, Berlin has been able to build up a very good livrary 
once again, At Jena the essential gaps have been filled, leipzig has brought 
all the Institutes together in new premises, and placed at their disposal a 
library which has been considerably extended. The seminaries of the Faculties 
at Greifswald, Halle. and Rostock were practically undamaged and the University 
libraries are also in good condition, The budget for books in the seminary 
libraries is higher now than before the war, which makes it possible to extend 
the libraries considerably. This is done partly by purchasing private libraries 
in order to increase the stock of books, especially on special subjects. In 
several Faculties the number of Institutes or seminaries has been increased by 
new foundations. 


Contacts with the theological faculties in Western Germany are good, 
The Commission of Theological Faculties is a pan-German organ, which promotes the 
exchange of experiences and arranges mutual help. Visits are frequently arranged 
between the professors of the different Theological faculties in Western and 


Central Germany, so that they can lecture in other Faculties, &,P.S. Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA An Eoumenical Example 


The Lutheran, Reformed, Methodist and other minority Churches in Yugo- 
Slavia have very inadequate opportunities for training new candidates for the 
ministry, A small number of Protestant theological students have received 
scholarships to study abroad; in this way several Lutheran students are study- 
ing theology at the University of Erlangen (Germany). In addition, since the war 
some Orthodox students have also received scholarships through the World Council 
of Churches, enabling them to study theology at seminaries in other countries, 

In order to assist the minority Churches in Yugoslavia, the Serbian Orthodox 
Church has given permission for Protestant students to study theology at the ~ 
Theological Faculty of Belgrad, the instruction in the specifically confessional 
subjects being given by the minority Churches themselves, The ecumenical service 
rendered to the Protestant minorities by the Serbian Orthodox Church, is also 
exemplified in Novi Sad, where a number of Methodist students are being trained 
for the ministry; (numerically the Methodist Church is not one of the largest 
minority Churches). 


A letter from the Methodist Church states: "From January 17 to March 
10, the Methodists organised a training-course for students studying for the 
ministry, The two Reformed pastors in Novi sad, the Greek Orthodox priest, and 
the minister of the Baptist Church all expressed their readiness to co-operate, 
so that the course became really ecumenical in character, ‘The 16 students met 
every morning and afternoon in perfect concord... This experience of friendly 


co-operation will facilitate our future work," H.P.o.Geneva 
THE NETHERLANDS . Eeumenical Youth Congress 


(Amsterdam):- On March 27 and 28 a Youth Congress was held in 
Amsterdam, to consider thé Main Theme of the Evanston Assembly, It was attended 
by Dr Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council cf Churches, by 
the Ecumenical Youth Council of the Netherlands and by the Dutch Council of 
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Churches, There were 145 people present, most of them being students in their 
second or third year. They included members of the Dutch Reformed Church, 
lutherans and Remonstrants, and also members of smaller Churches such as Old | 
Catholics, the Salvation.Army, the Mennonites, Baptists, Quakers, Anglicans, and 
two observers from the Roman Catholic Church, The youth groups of the Gere- 
formeerde Kerk (which is not a member of the World Council of Churches), and the 
young manual workers, had also sent representatives, 


As the main theme was "Christ - the Hope of the World," the work of 
the Conference was modelled upon that of the Hvarfston Assembly, It divided into 


different sections, each of which discussed one of the subsidiary topics. The 


main attention of the conference was directed towards the question, what the 
Churches expect from the Evanston Assembly. At Amsterdam, in 1948, the Churches 
had decided to remain together, This year they must go further; they must 
either advance or retreat. Instead of dwelling upon the aifferences between 
them - as at Lund in 1952 - the Churches must now agree upon a common Biblical 
witness in the world. £.P.o,Geneva 


GERWANY Greetings from Bishop Dibelius to the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Berlin 


Bishop Dibelius, the President of the Hvangelical Church in Germany, 
left for a visit to the Jordan district at the end of March. On the occasion of 
the fortieth anniversary in the priesthood of wilhelm weskamm, the Noman Catholic 
Bishop of Berlin, Bishop Dibelius sent him a telegram reading as follows: 
"Returned very impressed from the Holy Places, which are sacred to us both, send 


you greetings in the words of Psalm 122: ‘Because of the house of the Lord our 

God, I will seek thy good,}t!! B.P.S.Geneva 

UNITED STATES Ecumenical Team will Visit American Cities after 
“vanston 


An ecumenical team cf five persons, all of whom will have been dele- 
gates to the Second Assembly of the World Council of Uhurches, will visit twelve 
American cities during late September and October, under the auspices of the 
National Council of Churches. Those who will participate in the speaking tour, 
which will emphasise the National Council's two-year theme of "The Church's Call 
to Mission and Unity," are: 


Dr Rajah B, Manikam, who since 1951 has been serving as a joint 
secretary in East Asia for the World Council «f Churches and the International 
Wlissionary Council; the Rev. Philip Potter, a llethodist minister at Cap Haitien, 
Haiti, Chairman of the World Council of Churches Youth Department; iirs. James D, 
Wyker, President of the National Council's General Department of United Church 
Women, and ordained minister of the Disciples of Christ; Bishop bllis Gideon 
Gulin, Bishop of Tampere, Finland; Charles P. Taft, lawyer and labour consult- 
ant, Chairman of the Department of Church and Economic life of the National 
Council. 


‘ The team will spend from two to three days in each city where they 
Will have opportunity to address groups of ministers, church women, young people, 
laymen. There will also be large public meetings, appearances on radio and TV, 
The cities to be visited are: Washington, Philadelphia, Cleveland, Buffalo, 
Pittsburgh, Detroit, Indianapolis, St. Louis, Tulsa, Seattle, the Oakland Area 
and Los Angeles. ®.P.o.Geneva 
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Evanston Notes 


Worship Arrangements 


The action of the Holy Spirit in and through the Evanston Assembly 
will depend to a large extent on the depth and sincerity of the services of wor- 
ship. Much careful thought is therefore being given to the preparation of these 
services. They are an indispensable part of the life and work of the Assembly - 
not a mere afterthought, 


The Assembly will open on August 15 with a special Opening Service 
held in the First Methodist Church at Evanston. This service will be taken by 
the Presidents of the World Council, the late Miss Sarah Chakko being replaced 
by Bishop C.K. Jacob (Church of South India). The Scripture lessons have been 
selected; they are Isaiah, chapter 53, and Philippians 2, 1-11. The sermon will 
be preached by Bishop G,. Bromley Oxnam (Washington), and the liturgy will be led 
by Dr Harold Bosley, the minister of the First Methodist Church. 


Morning and evening services will be held in the same church every 
day during the Assembly. The evening Services will all follow the same order 
of worship; the morning services, on the other hand, will show something of the 
rich and almost confusing variety in the tradition of liturgy and worship of the 
many Churches represented at Evanston, The morning services will be as follows: 


August 16 Service held by Dr D.R. Cragg (United Church of Canada) 


LIES ae Be " tt Bishop Hanns Llilje (Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Hannover) 

Ww 18 " " The Rev. Elsie Chamberlain (Congregational Union of 
England and Wales) 

ae ke " " Pastor Pierre Maury (French Reformed Church) 


i alg nn I DLR CUS R GTO ee ener tte teeter teeta ee ee 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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August 20 Service held by Bishop A.i, Ramsey (Church of England) 


W Pat " 7 Metropolitan Juhanon Mar Thoma (ilar Thoma Syrian 
’ Church of Malabar) 
Uy as SOEs " i! The Kev, J.H. Jackson (National Baptist Convention, USA) 
La Bal " tf Dr A, Haddon (Associated Churches of Christ in New 
Zealand) 
BQ " " * The Rev, R, Stuart Louden (Church of Scotland) 
"30 " " Bishop S.U. Barbieri (Methodist Church, Argentine ) 


All those participating in the assembly are invited to take part in 
the Communion Service which will be held on August 22, in accordance with the 
order cf worship of the Methodist Church. On the 23, 24 and 25 Communion Ser- 
vices will be held in accordance with the Anglican, Lutheran and Urthodox orders 
of worship. The responsibility for.all Communion Services is in the hands of 
the Churches themselves, These Communion Services will be preceded by a general 
service of preparation for Holy Communion on August 21, at which the preacher 
Will be Dr #.A. Payne (Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland), 


A service of Holy Communion according to the liturgy of the Church of 
South India will be held on August 29 in the First Methodist Church, Evanston. 
The Assembly will end with a Closing Service on August 31, 


fo assist the spiritual unity and fellowship of the Assembly, all 
delegates will be asked to read the same Book of the Bible during the Assembly. 
The First Epistle of Peter has been selected for this purpose, Professor Paul 
5, linear has brought out a booklet of devotional studies on this Epistle en- 
titled "New Every Morning", containing an extract to be read on each of the Hey) 
days of the Assembly. Hach extract is followed by a short meditation, The ex- 
tracts for each day: are as follows: 


Monday, August 23 I Peter 3:1-7 


Sunday, August 15 i Peter i:4-2 
Monday, " 16 133-9 Tuesday " 24 3:8-15a 
Tuesday Ley, 1:10-13 Wednesday " 25 3:15b~22 
Wednesday " 18 i:14—-21 Thursday " 26 4:31-4:36 
Thursday 19 L22-23") Peiday A 27 4:7—L1 
Friday 4 20 2:4—L10 Saturday " 28 4312-19 
Saturday " a1 At:l1-17 . Sunday a 29 5:1-5 
Sunday " 22 2:18-25  hionday It 30 526-17 
Tuesday i Si 5:12-14 


it is hoped that many Christians from all Churches will share ata 
distance in the work of the Assembly, through their reading and their thought. 
The booklet for Bible reading can be obtained from the otudy Department of the 
World Council of Churches, Geneva, #.P.S,Geneva 


The Ecumenical Review 


The April number of "The Ecumenical Review" (Vol.VI, No.3) is mainly 
devoted to the approaching Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Hvanston, 


One of the books which has been prepared with a view to the Assembly - 
is "A History of the Ecumenical Movement, 1517-1948" (see EPS No, Wey pes divas he 
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number of the Review Miss Ruth Rouse - one of the editors of the History of the 
Ecumenical Movement - describes how the idea of this history arase. She urges 
the World Council of Churches to regard it as only "the modest beginning of an 
endeavour to rouse the whole Church to a mighty effort to unite the Churches," 


The same number also contains tio interesting articles by eminent 
writes (Dr A.J. Muste, USA, and Prof, N.H. Sde, Denmark) concerning the Churches! 
attitude to war and to the great political problems of our time, on which Christen 
dom ought to exercise a stronger influence based on the Bible and in the spirit 
of the Church. An article by an American writer, Dr Franklin H, Littell, dis- 
cusses the difference between Church and sect, with special reference to recent 
developments in the Evangelical Church in Germany. The article concludes with 
an attempt at a new definition of certain terms which alter their meaning when 
"sects" develop into "Churches," 


Professor Hamilcar Alivisatos (Athens) contributes an article entitled 
"Orthodoxy, Protestantism and the World Council of Churches," in which he de- 
scribes the requirements for closer co-operation between the Eastern Church, 
with its various branches, and ecumenical work as a whole. The need for such 
co-operation with Orthodoxy has been realised since the last war, especially 
owing to the work of inter-church aid. He describes the material and psycholo- 
gical obstacles to Urthodox co-operation in the ecumenical movement, and em-— 
phasises that the work of inter-church aid (which is a pure example of love for 
one's neighbour), and the work of the Bible Societies for the circulation of the 
Bible, are the best guarantees for spiritual co-operation between the Eastern 
and Western Churches, if only political conditions will permit, 


Dr Rajah B, Manikam, Joint Secretary of the International Missionary 
Council -nd of the World Council of Churches for. East Asia, explains the concerns 
of Younger churchmen, when they take up the cause of ecumenism. "If we take men 
away from their group loyalties", let us "sive them something truer: not the 
inadequate creed of individualism, but the fellowship of the whole family of God 
in heaven and on earth," they say. This concern is bound uo with a sense of 
urgency - a realisation that it is high time Christians studied the great non- 
Christian religions. 


Dr A.M. Chirgwin, Research Secretary of the United Bible Societies, 
answers the question, "Have the Bible and its circulation any significance for 
the ecumenical movement?" 


The #cumenical Chronicle contains a provisional report on the current 
negotiations for union between different Churches, a reference to the libraries 
which possess the documents of the Faith and Order movement, and an interesting 
report describing how the “orld Council of Churches finances its work, The re- 
port shows that the Churches fully realise their responsibility for the financ-— 


ial support of the World Council's werk, B.P.S,Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Christianity in Books 


The Dean of St. Paul's Cathedral will open an exhibition, entitled 
"Christianity in Books", in the crypt of St, Martin-in-the-Fields (London) on 
May 3. The exhibition will be a unique event in religious bock publishing. It 


hy » Old 
q ; 
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will be the largest exhibition of religious books ever to be held in England, 
and will contain only books currently available. Books will be classified under 
nine heads: the Bible; Christian doctrine; worship (including hymns and 
church music); devotional books; ecclesiastical history; philosophy and 
psychology; biography; bcoks for children; and general books on the Church, 


H.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Anglicans Prepare for World Congress 


(llinneapolis):- Some 425 delegates from Anglican dioceses all over 
the world already have indicated their intention to attend the Anglican Congress 
to be held at Minneapolis from August 4-13 (see EPS No, 10). 


Bishop Walter H, Gray of the Protestant Episcopal Church, chairman 
of the committee on arrangements, said that each of the 325 Anglican dioceses 
in the world has been invited to send three official delegates ~ a bishop, a 
priest and a layman, Additional registrations are being received daily. 


Of the 425 registered, Bishop Gray said, 219 are from outside the 
United States, and include delegates from such distant places as Hong Kong, 
Burma, Zanzibar, Tasmania, West Africa, Japan, Australia and South Africa, The 
Province of Canterbury alone is sending 61 delegates and the Vhurch of India, 
Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon will be represented by at least 16, including its 
Metropolitan, the Most Rev. Arabindo Nath Mukerjee, Bishop of Calcutta, 


The theme of the Uongress, will will immediately precede the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, will be "The Call of God 


and the Mission of the Anglican Communion," #.P.S.Geneva 
FRANCE | Congress of Protestant Journalists 


From April 1 to 3 a Congress of European Protestant journalists was 
held in Paris, in order to draw up a "Huropean Circle for Protestant Information" 
(See EPS No. 3). The following countries were represented: Belgium, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, Messages approving 
of the enterprise were also réceived from journalists in Hungary and Italy. 


What was it all about? The purpose of the Congress was to constitute 
a body which will avoid competing with already existing Protestant press agencies, 
but which will undertake documentation work on the big contemporary questions 
which interest the Churches - ecclesiastic, social, cultural and political. The 
Circle will also promote contacts between the journalists of these different 
countries; and it will endeavour to supply reliable information to the general 
Presse 


An Advisory Committee and an Administrative Council for the Circles 
have been appointed. The Administrative Council includes representatives of 
seven of the countries mentioned above, its chairman being Dr Friedrich Linz, 
director of the "Evangelischer Presseverband Rheinland" at Diisseldorf, The pre- 
sident of the Advisory Committee is Dr von Imhoff of the "Rheinische Post," 

The permanent pramises of this Circle have not yet been fixed, Its provisional 
address is: 29 rue Nationale, Bischheim-Strasbourg,. i. Peo Geneva 


\ 
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COLOMBIA Change in Constitution to Eliminate Religious 
Freedom 


The government's Commission on Constitutional Studies (CEC), charged 
with drawing up recommended changes in the Colombian Constitution for approval 
of a Constitutional Assembly to meet in May this year, has adopted by 8 to 6 two 
articles to replace the present article 53 which guarantees freedom of religion. 
The changes approved by CHC on March 30, 1954 are the following: 


Artes (2nd part):- "Religious acts and proselytising activity of 
non-Catholic religions, which are not contrary to Christian morality nor to the 
’ laws, will be permitted inside of churches and buildings set apart for worship. 


Art. 19:- "Public education will be organised and directed in accord 
with the teachings of the Catholic religion, However, private teaching institu- 
tions, destined exclusively for persons belonging to religions other than the 
Catholic, will be permitted. In private teaching institutions where Catholic 
pupils attend, these will be educated in conformity with the dogmas and morality 
of the Catholic Church," 


The change in the Constitution proposed by the Catholic Hierarchy - 
writes the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia in its News Service of April 3 - 
introduces three basic changes in the present Constitution: it eliminates the 
expression "liberty of conscience is guaranteed;" it exchanges "liberty of wor- 
ship" for "tolerance" of non-Catholic worship; and it forbids the right to 
disseminate non-Catholic religious information (press, radio, etc.). 


Commenting on the CEC's action, the newspaper "El Tiemyo!’, one of 
’ Peed tate eae 
Colombia's leading dailies, made the following editorial observations: 


"It is hoped that... the ecclesiastical hierarchy and the government 
may have opportunity to revise the approved constitutional change... and return 
to the Constitution of 1886 which holds sacred freedom of worship without other 
limitation than... Christian morality... The articles as approved by CEC would 
leave that freedom essential to every democracy with dangerous restrictions con- 
trary to our own tradition, Let us maintain the principle established by the 
1886 Constitution and not repeal a freedom that for more than fifty years has 
not hindered the Catholics and has greatly honoured the democratic tradition of 

Pour Republic,! 


There are about 10,000 Protestant communicants in the country, accord— 
ing to Dr Robert W, Lazear, secretary general of the Evangelical Confederation of 
Colombia. In addition, there is a Protestant community of abcut 50,000 persons — 
that is, they are nominally Protestant but do not attend services regularly. 

These two groups, according tq Dr Lazear, have grown by fifty per cent in the last 
three years. About 175 missionaries, chiefly Americans, British, Canadians and 
Scandinavians, are in the country. The highest total once was 250. The whole 
population numbers 12,000,000, &.P.5.Geneva 


Paris YiCA Prepares for XXlInd world Conference 


‘ tn all countries where the YMCA is at work, Associations are nov pre- 
paring for 1955 as a YMCA World Centennial year which will find a focus in the 
XXTind World Conference to be held in Paris in August (see EPS No, 4), 


e 
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4 The first of the three Conference study guides is published this week 
at the Headquarters of the World's Alliance in Geneva under the title "Fellow 
workmen for God." This graphically presented restatement of the Christian mis- 
sion and programme of the YuCA is also interpreted in the May issue of "World — 
Communiqué!! - the YMCA international illustrated paper - also published this 
week. Both stress the responsibilities and increasing opportunities in Christ- 
ian service to youth which concern the YMCAs of the world, Both emphasise the 
need for united planning on the part of the 32 affiliated National Movements in 


overseas work or "world service! outreach, i.P.S.Geneva 
TNDTA | New Hospital at Ludhiana 


The Honourable Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, Minister of Health in the Central 
Government of India,a well-known Christian leader, participated in the laying of 
the corner-stone for the new 50C-bed hospital on March 24, in the city of Ludhiana, 
Punjab. She addressed a group of more than a thousand who gathered for the 
occasion, ; 


The new hospital is a part of the sixty-year-old Christian medical 
centre at Ludhiana from which trained doctors and nurses are graduated each year 
for service in all parts of India. The erection of the new hospital was requir- 
ed by the Government of India in a up-grading programme for which the Government 


is guaranteeing one-half of the cost. #.P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN Christian Audio-Visual Centre Ground-Breaking 


(Tokyo):- On March 24, ground-breaking ceremonies for the new Christ-— 
ian Audio-Visual Centre were held in Tokyo in which representatives leaders of 
the Kyodan (Church of Christ in Japan), lutheran Church, Episcopalian Church and 
others participated, The building of the two-story house will require about six 
months to complete and the purpose of this new centre will be to serve all the 
Churches and Christian organisations of Japan in the various areas of audio- 
visual aids and mass communications, Special emphasis will be put on the train- 
ing of Christian leaders in radio, TV, and audio-visual aids, From this centre 
the Audio-Visual Aids Committee will continue to reach out through all Japan, 
holding workshops in various areas, sending radio programmes to key stations, 
and films and film strips to all parts of the country. The new centre will be 
directed by the Audio-Visual Aids Commission (National Christian Council of 
Japan), and is mainly sponsored by REVEMCCO (Radio, Audio-Visual Education and 
Mass Communications Committee of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 


in the USA). i.P.S. Geneva 
GREECH New Banknotes to Carry Bible Illustration 


One of the new series of banknotes to be issued by the Greek Govern- 
"ment next June will bear an illustration of a Biblical event, reputedly for the 
first time in Greek history. The 500-drachma note in the new series will carry 
a2 representation of the Apostle Paul preaching to the Athenians from this city's 
famed Areopagus. In addition, the new ten-drachma will be embellished with a 
view of the famous Byzantine church of St. Apostles in Thessalonica, 
B.P.S.Geneva 
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eee ert ee 


A recent high court decree establishing the status of a Christian 
magazine in Iran has been hailed as representing progress in the freedom of the 
press and of religion in that Moslem country. The decision closes a legal case 
which began during the Mossadegh regime when Mr, Sohail Agari, editor of Nur-i 
Alam" (Light of the World), a monthly magazine published by the Christian Church 
in Iran, was accused of slandering the Moslem religion by the religious censor, 
an Islamic official, 


"There are," the Justice stated in deciding the much-appealed case, 
"articles and materials favourable. to Christianity, but in view of the fact that 
there is a recognised Christian minority in Iran, the inclusion of such materials 
is not to be regarded as a crime, even though they are for the advancement of 
Christianity," 


The editorial staff of "Nur-i Alam" said the judge by this decision 
"has confirmed the rights and liberties set forth in the Iranian Constitution 


and the United Nations Veclaration of the Rights of Man," HeP.S. Geneva 

SOUTH AFRICA Methodists Hold First Interracial Meeting 

RAH Arn lus eee De EP aO1 aL) Meeting 
(Capetown):- Some 400 Negroes were among the more than 800 particip- 


ants who attended an interracial meeting at Metropolitan lilethodist Church in 
Capetown, It was the first gathering of its kind in the history of the South 
African Methodist Church, Aside from official Synod meetings which have always 
been multi-racial, European (white) Methodists and native or coloured members of 
the denomination have traditionally met in separate churches, 


In an address on "The Divine Plan for the Nations," the Kev, Herbert 
W, Rist, president of the Methodist Conference of South Africa, called upon the 
country's 500,000 Methodists to "emulate the qualities of greatness that moved 


Florence Nightingale and Booker T, Washington," E.P.S.Geneva _ 
GHAWANY Dr Niemoller Back from Czechoslovakia 
Een LAN catenin oie ns een We Ze COS LOVaR LA, 


(Frankfurt/Main):- Dr NiemSller returned on April 7 from a week's 
visit to the Lutheran Churches in Bohemia and Slovakia, At the invitation of 
Professor Hromadka, Dean of the Comenius Faculty, he gave lectures in Prague and 
Pressburg, preached in both towns and also in Pidiebrad, and visited various 
church organisations. In his report Dr Niemoller also described his meetings 
with Czech and Slovak students. He very quickly made friends with them, and 
when he left Prague, 70 or 80 theological students came to sce him off at the 


aerodrome, Betede Geneva 
UNITED STATES Three Years National Council of Churches 
wee te lathe en re OUNCE OD Cnurches 


In a major address before leaders of 30 Protestant and Orthodox com- 
munions, Dr Roy G. Hoss, general secretary of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A., reported "encouraging progress" toward fulfilment of the 
vision that led to forming the Council three years ago as the greatest instrument 
of church co-operation in the United States, 
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Reporting to the Council's policy-making General Board, Dr Ross cited 
important gains made by the Council since 1950, including : Creation of a high- 
ly complex organisation that functions smoothly in "representing all interdenomin- 
ational phases of our church life;" building new co-operative church programmes; 
advances in established work of the Churches; "a great gain in public respect 
for the new solidarity among the Churches; and "a new and broader fellowship 
among leaders of many dencminations," 


Dy foss declared that, in the brief life of the 30-denomination body 
(30 Protestant and Orthodox Communions, with 143,0CO churches and 35,000,000 
members), "the total workings of the Council have become far-reaching and almost 
staggering in scope and significance, But, he cautioned, "we are still far from 
fulfilment," 


Now that the largely organising phase of the Council's life is over, 
"the time has come when the Vouncil must get at its principal business," said Dr 
Ross recommending to the governing group such long-term projects for the future 
as: closer working relations with state and local church councils ; wider public 
interpretation of the work of the Churches; clarifying the "prophetic role" of 
the Council in every area of life where "religion must stand in judgment;" and 
calling on more laymen to participate in work of the Council, 


On the last point, Dr Noss stressed: "We need laymen from all walks 
of life. We need their insights and their special skills. e need a better re- 
presentation of the consumer's viewpoint'," 


Urging greater participation of younger people in work of the Council, 
Dr Hoss warned: "The average age of those now participating,.. is startingly 
high," 


The basic ideas and principles that led the denominations to form the 
Council have been borne out in its first three years, It is just as evident today 
as it was in 1950, that "the ecumenical movement is an expression of the will of 
God for the Churches at this point in history." Through this movement, "God is 
creating a world Christian community as technology draws the world together in 
one economic community, the United Nations in one political community, and the 


universities in one community of learning," &.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STaTES _ kussian Archbishop Nominated as Moscow Exarch 
1 nwo hoc ecceadans Sai cain: acaba aed delay cotneied dol arborea sagas har ai ld lovee ote toes 


The Kussian Orthodox Archbishop Germogen cf Krasnodar and the Kuban, 
Soviet Union, was unanimously nominated at a Church Sobot (convention) in New 


York to succeed the late Metropolitan Makary of New York as the Moscow Patriarch- 


ate's ixarch for the Archdiocese of the Aleutian Islands and North america, 


The Sobor was attended bd; priests and laymen from the United States, 
Canada, Alaska, and South America affiliated with the Patriarchal Russian 
Orthodox Church in America, beP.o. Geneva 


Rey teas bide st bales (en ee ON, 


Purther toe our ttem in Beh. S.No... 24, April 9,;on new bishop 
Of South India diocese, itis to be noted that. the’ Basle Mission 
under which the Rev. Richard Lipp serves has been from the begin- 
ning ecumenical and interconfessional. Bishop-elect Richard Lipp 
is by origin a Lutheran, but, as a missionary of the Basle Mission, 
Meelas been Since 1947 a minister of the Church of South: India. 
Peivsess soni nisber-oc the Chunch of South India and’ not ‘specifi- 
Sooty age Ivineran,. that he has been: elected to be Bishop of the 
diocese of North Kerala in the Church of South India. 
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Message from the Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


Whitsunday 1954 


‘As Presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet the Churches 
participating in the World Council of Churches, their congregations and members. 
We request them to join in prayer at this time for the Church Universal and 
particular this year for the Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches 
to be held at Evanston in August. 


Our Lord has promised his disciples: "You shall be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth," The day of 
Pentecost marked the beginning of the fulfilment of that promise, Down the 
centuries, in spite of sins and schisms, the work of Christ in his Church has 
gone forward and spread throughout the world. Let us first therefore on this 
day give thanks to God for the Church and for its witness in all parts of the 
world, 


In this year the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
will seek to proclaim anew that Jesus Christ. is the only hope of the world, 
According to the New Testament the unity and the hope of the Church belong to- 
gether, When we read the fourth chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians, the 
word "one" rings in our ears with the impressive reiteration of a church bell. 
We are brought face to face with the great simple facts of God's revelation. 


Four of these unities are specially relevant for us today: One Body, 
one Spirit, one Hope, one Lord. The people of God are meant to live as one body, 
That body owes its life to the Holy Spirit. The whole body looks in one and 
the same direction, for it has heard one and the same call, the call to hope. 


cnn le al ER GSE COLE NCC ee eat enc een on ee eee te eee ee ee 


The aim of the Ficxmenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen's items. 
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The ground of that hope is the Lord "who was and is and is to be", who has come 
in the flesh, who promised to be always with His people. and who will come again 
as victor over sin and death, 


In a world in which true hope has become rare, the Church is called 
to proclaim in word and deed that there is hope, because there is Jesus Christ, 
In a divided world it has to show that this hope brings men together, Let us 
pray that the Second Assembly may be used of God to make us all better witnesses 
of that joyful truth, 


A Prayer for the Assembly 
ersten nie RS SETI LY 


God, our Father, who has given to Thy Church a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, make us worthy of our common calling 
to witness to that hope. Son of the Father, our Saviour Jesus Christ, confirm 
in us the assurance that Thou art present with Thy people and that Thy victory 
will be fully manifested, Holy Spirit, the Comforter, by the power of Thy fellow- 
ship unite all the scattered children of God together in the joyful service of 
Thy Kingdom, and so guide the Assembly of the Churches that all may be done 
according to Thy will: and to Thee 0 God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,be the 
Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, now and for ever more, 


A Prayer for the Church 
entender ene ee ALCL 


(written by Miss Sarah Chakko, a President of the World Council of Churches, 
shortly before her death) 


Our Father, we pray that the Church may be one in Christ, a true 
fellowship of the cloud of witnesses and of all those who now love and serve our 
Lord Jesus Christ, May the member Churches of the World Council cf, Churches be 
conscious of their oneness in Thee and speak the word of healing to this troubled 
world, For the sake of Jesus Christ, Amen, 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches: Athenagoras of Thyateira; 
Hivind Berggray; Marc Boegner, Geoffrey Cantuar; John R, liott; G,. Bromley 
Oxnam, #.P.S.Geneva 


Evanston Notes 


Poucy: at the Assembly 

Youth will be represented at the Assembly by about 100 Youth Consultants 
and a large group of stewards and aides, of whom 35 have been selected from 
foreign students, mostly theological, at present studying in the United States, 


The Youth Consultants are already becoming acquainted with one an- 
other through one-page auto-biographies which each is contributing and which are 
being circulated before the Assembly. These reveal a wide range of interests 
music, medicine, industry, business, teaching, social work as well as Christian 
youth work and the ministry. A number have already experienced the ecumenical 
movement through work camps and conferences, Many are coming to their first 
ecumenical event, Approximately one third are Women, 


i 


No. 17 - April 30, 1954 nae 117 


These young people have been nominated by their Churches, the nomina- 
tion approved by an ecumenical youth body in their country, the list examined by 
the Administrative Committee of the Youth Department, and the appointment made 
by the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches. A small group has 
been specially invited, Divided by continents, the distribution to date is: 


North America: Canada 5; USA (including Hawaii) 17; specially invited 1 


Central and South America: Brazil, Argentina, Mexico, Puerto Rico, Uruguay 5 


specially invited (Haiti, Honduras, Brazil) 3 


- Burope: Austria, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, 


Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom 23 | 
confessionally nominated: Orthodox 3: Old Catholic 1 


Near East: Egypt 1; specially invited (Lebanon-Syria) 1 

Asia Ceylon, India, Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaya, Philippines, 
Thailand, Pakistan 14 

Pacific: Australia 4 ; New Zealand 2 

Africa: West Africa 1; East Africa 1; South Africa 5 


In addition, the World's Alliance of YMCAs, the World's YWCA, the 
World's Student Christian Federation have each appointed three members of the 
Zroup. 


During the Assembly, the Youth Consultants will have the same privi- 
leges as other consultants, They will be members of the groups on the Main Theme 
and of the Study Sections. Some of them will also wish to attend the Business 
sessions of the Assembly, though the majority will probably use this time to 
share youth concerns and act as an advisory group to the Youth Department Committee, 


In order to bring the youth consultants together for fellowship and 


, for considering their role in the Assembly, a meeting is being arranged at Lake 


Forrest, near Evanston, from August 9 to 14, The international group of stewards 
are also being invited to join in this. The programme allows for exploring the 
m 


study topics and their relation to the Main Theme, for exchange of news and for 
relaxation. 


A social event is planned with the young people of the Chicago Churches, 
This may be the occasion for the presentation of the Welcome Book to the Youth 
Department by the young people of the United Christian Youth Movement. As a con- 
tribution to the youth consultants' travel costs, this body has set out to raise 
$5,000 through inviting young people to contribute #1, anid to signthe Welcome 
Book. 


Following the Assembly, the Youth Committees of the world Council of 
Churches and the World Council of Christian Education will meet together at Lake 
Geneva to make plans in the light of Evanston decisions. A full attendance of 
about 35 people, members and alternates,is expected. 


ieee 
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Headquarters of Evanston Assembly 

The General Secretariat of the World Council of Churches informs us 
that Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft will leave for the United States early in May and 
that all correspondence concerning attendance at the Assembly of the .orld Coun- 
cil of Churches at Evanston should from May lst until the time of the Assembly 
be addressed to: World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10,. USA. 


&,P.5.Geneva 
COLOMBIA Protestants Appeal to United Nations 


The Evangelical Confederation of Colombia (CEDEC) which represents 15 
Protestant denominations, appealed on April 7, 1954 to the United Nations and 
the Organisation of American States in an effort to save Protestants from further 
religious oppression. The appeal reads: 


"1. For nearly a century the Protestant Church has carried on g pro- 
gramme of religious, educational and medical work in’Colombia, South America. 
This Christian ministry has been received favourably and sympathetically by the 
majority of Colombians, and, until recently, was never hampered by organised 
opposition, 


"2. During the last six years, in violation of constitutional provi- 
sions which guarantee liberty or worship and teaching, Protestant Christians have 
been the victims of a persecution largely instigated by elements in the Roman 
Catholic clergy. The religious persecution has resulted in the death of 54 Pro- 
testants because of their ivangelical Christian faith, the destruction by fire 
and dynamite of 43 churches and chapels, the forced closure of 116 srimary 
schools, and the displacement of thousands of church members, 


"3, On March 30, 1954, the Government's Commission on Constitutional 
Studies (CEC) - see EPS No. 15/16 - charged with recommending changes in the 
national constitution for approval by a Constitutional Assembly, adopted changes 
which seriously restrict the freedom of Protestant Colombians and place them in 
a position.of inferiority and civil disability. The CEC's changes were proposed 
by the roman Catholic hierarchy and if incorporated into the Constitution would 
deny Protestant Christians liberty of press, liberty of public assembly, and 
liberty of education. «ith the removal of present constitutional freedoms and 
the enactment of the kierarchy's proposed restrictions, Colombia's Protestant 
community (approximate constituency 100,000) would be prohibited: (1) from 
making any manifestation of its religious faith outside of churches and chapels 
set apart for its use; (2) from having religious gatherings in homes; (3) from 
publishing magazines, books, or papers; (4) from using the public press or radio 
broadcasting facilities, and (5) from teaching freely in Protestant educational 
institutions. 


"4, In view of the above stated facts, the Evangelical Confederation 
appeals to the United Nations, requesting that organisation to use its influence 
to obtain the liberties of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights for Colomb- 
ian Protestants. It appeals to the Organisation of American States to take 
steps to obtain the free exercise in Colombia of the human liberties guaranteed 
in the Charter of Bogota, The Lonfederation trusus that Pope Pius XII as head 
of the Roman Church will direct the Colombia ecclesiastical hierarchy to restate 
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its proposed amendment so as to allow Colombian Protestants those freedoms which 
he has requested for the Roman Catholic Church in Communist—-dominated countries," 
&.P.S. Geneva 


BURA Sixth Great Buddhist Council 


"The sixth Great Buddhist Council known as the Chattha Sangayana is to 
be held in Burma commencing from the Fullmoon day of Way 1954 (2498 Buddhist 
Era) and terminating on the Fullmoon day of May 1956 (2500 Buddhist Era). The 
Chattha Sangayana will meet on the hill known as Shri Mangala (Glorious Prosper- 
ity) near Yegu, three miles north of the Shwe Dagon Pagoda in Rangoon (cf. EPS 
No. 5). It is expected that thousands of Wahatheras, who are great scholars, 
will attend this Vouncil," writes our correspondent G.P. Charles, Secretary of 
the Burma Christian Council. 


The work of preparing for this Chattha Sangayana is in the hands of 
the Union Buddha Sasana Council in Burma which came into being as a statutory 
-body under the Buddha Sasana Council Act of 1950, an Act to establish a Buddhist 
central organisation for the Union of Burma. The object of bringing this Coun- 
cil into existence is to promote religious and moral revival in Burma. A\pre- 
liminary conference of 200 Mahatheras, leading Buddhist scholars from all parts 
of Burma, was held in Rangoon in November 1952 under the auspices of the Union 
Buddha Sasane Council and made plans and arrangements for the Chattha Sangayana. 


It is estimated that the Sixth Great Buddhist Council will cost over 
a million pounds sterling. The Government of the Union of Burma, as the support- 
ers of the Buddha Sasana, will provide all the funds required in connection with 
the Chattha Sangayana. Yet, the Buddhists all over the world have been offered 
an opportunity to share in the merits of the Sangayana by contributing towards 


the expenses of this Great Buddhist Council. iB. P.5.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Atomic Peril and the Christian Faith 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Geoffrey Fisher, spoke of the hydro- 
gen bomb in relation to the Christian Hope, when he preached in Canterbury 
Cathedral on Kaster Day. 


"it is our Christian duty," said the Archbishop, "to regard it always 
in relation to our Christian hope. So regarded, it dees not differ in principle 
from the atom bomb which preceded it or from the cobalt bomb or any other worse 
horror which may succeed it, These things make war more hideous, but not more 
evil. War always was and always will be evil. These things may extinguish all 
hopes of man in this world, But Christian hope never rested in this world, but 
in God. 


"The Christian.must regard this hateful thing without any illusion 
born of fear or despair, The first duty of the Church and of Christians is to 
remain unshaken in the hope that fails not, to say to all men that unless they 
repent, begin to think differently and to agree better, they and the Church and 
Christians, too, good and evil alike, will all likewise perish. 
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"National sins bring disaster; other nations!’ sins may bring disaster 
onus, and ours on them, To-abolish the bomb you must agree with others, and 
others with you, to lower all threats and barriers. Till then the world must 
bear the hideous burden of its own sins. 


"It is for Christians and Christian statesmen to bear the burden, 
knowing full well its hateful load in human suffering, to bear it sacrificially 
and still to be peace-seekers and peace-makers, The task is already so bedevil- 
led by past failures and present collisions dividing the world that we can only 
expect progress to be by ‘here a little and there a little.' 


"Where appeal cannot be made in the name of God it can be made in the 
name of common humanity; and so dreadful is this instrument that self-interest 
should add its support to the claims of the common good... At least, there is 
or should be, a clearing of spiritual vision, even a clearing ef the vision of 
self-interest, Statesmen and citizens may say: ‘There must be a new start, ! 
and indeed there must,and it is only another word for repentance," E.P.S.Geneva 


JAPAN Resolution on Atomic Test 


The Executive Committee of the National Christian Council of Japan 
adopted at its last meeting in April the following resolution on atomic test: 


"The current test explosions of hydrogen bombs at Bikini Lagoon un- 
fortunately gravely injured Japanese fishermen and caused and continue to cause 
enormous economic losses. They have dealt a severe blow both economic and 
psychological to the entire nation and give great apprehension with regard to 
the dreadful power of atomic energy and its catastrophic threat to the welfare 
of the entire world, 


"ie therefore urge that all possible measures be taken to prevent the 
recurrence of such a calamity and we appeal to all American Churches through the 
National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States for redoubled efforts 
for the realisation of international control of atomic energy and its use ex- 
clusively for peaceful purposes and the promotion of human i.elfare; and to that 
end we also solicit the co-operation of fellow Uhristians in all countries through 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the iorld Council of 


Churches and the International Missionary Council," H.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY Unity of Church - Unity of People : 
(Berlin):- "The main theme for the Evanston Assembly, ‘Christ - the 


Hope of the World’, is a burning question for Christians in Zastern and Western 
Germany," writes Dr, Krummacher in the Protestant Press Service of Eastern 
Germany. "Just because we are all (and not least, those cf us in the Eastern 
zone) longing passionately for the day when the destiny of our people will take 

a turn for the better, we must say a word of warning, in the spirit of love: we 
must not confuse our hopes for our country (however justifiable they may be) with 
our hope in Christ, the Lord of the world. None of us has the right to prophesy 
concerning the history of the German people. No one knows whether God will re- 
move the heavy cross that He has laid upon our nation, or whether we may have to | 
go on bearing it for a time, because we are still all too prone to confuse pre- 
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mature earthly hopes with the one greatChristian hope. ie Christians ought there- 
fore to think much more seriously and concretely what Christ means to us as our 
one hope, and to what extent our various hopes are justified, 


"The first consideration in church unity is not organisational unity: 
it is unity of message. Christians in the Hast and the west are united by one 
Gospel, We have one Gospel because we have one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
all Lords. The Christian Church must not let itself become divided, for in the 
Eastern zone is has the same Lord as in the Western. 


Ma 3 


"On the one hand, Christians are involved, because they cannot loook on 

’ passively while millions of people and families are ruined and divided, spiritual- 

ly oppressed and threatened in conscience, by almost ten years of political 

division, On the other hand, if the Church holds fast to its unity in face of 

all the secular forces that would divide it, it does so for the sake of Christ's 

message, which must not be divided nor distorted, we should do a service to the | 

Church and to our people, if we were not too ready to confuse these two different 

pléenes of unity." K.P.o,.Geneva 


Yecsoelie Ecumenical Prayer for Christian Unity 


"Jn connection with the Universal week of Prayer for Christian Unity" 
(observed every year by Christians of many different denominations from January 
18 to 25), “the Ecumenical Press Service of the World Council of Churches publish- 
ed some prayers which were recommended for use in public services and by indi- 
vidual Christians during that week..." So runs the opening sentence of an article 
by A. Wedernikov in the latest volume of the Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate 
(no. 3, 1954). The article continues: "We Orthodox Christians believe that 
Christ's prayer has been fulfilled, that his followers might be one. His Body, 
His Church, was one and it is still a whole and will remain so for all time, be- 
cause the gates of hell shall not prevail against it," 


The Universal .eek of Prayer for Christian Unity "is of Anglican 
origin and is widely observed today in the Western world... The significance of 
the ecumenical prayers for Christian unity should not be minimised, They are a 
sign of the growing recognition, especially in the Protestant world with its many 
sects, that the division of Uhristendom is unnatural, The prayers are in harm- 
ony With the spirit of Christianity and their sincerity must be welcomed... But 
when we turn to the text of these prayers we are amazed at their dulness and 
vagueness..., especially in those which pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit." 


"Our own Orthodox Unurch, which has remained true to the commandments 
of Christ, also deplores the divisions between Christians and prays that they may 
be reunited not only on special days, but every day, at every divine service, 

In doing so, however, it rejects any idea that Christ's prayer for the unity of 
his followers has not been fulfilled, as if the Church had become divided be- 
cause Christ's prayer had been in vain... The unity of the Church has been de- 
stroyed through human sin." 


But in the ecumenical petition for Church unity what is meant by the 


words, "Have mercy on Thy Church in its division and grant us strength to recover 
its (lost) unity?" Is not "an assumption of this kind calculated to destroy the 
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hope of restoring Christian unity in the future... because our feeble prayers 
mean nothing in comparison with the sacred prayers of the Son of God?... But that 
is also why the Church, through its suffering on account of its divided members, 
can only pray that they may be reunited with her. The unanimity of faith finds 
its loftiest expression in the fellowship of Holy Communion, to which only those 
have access who are united in the true, i.e. Orthodox faith." 


"We do not overlook the fact that our attitude to the question of 
Christian unity will appear incomprehensible and will be condemned by many Christ- 
ians, especially in the Protestant camp. Many pioneers of ecumenism believe 
that our Church in its pride is disobeying Christ's commandment that all should 
be one. The compilers of the prayers for the Universal “eek of Prayer for 
Christian Unity, which includes the petition that the all-tcoo-self-satisfied 
Church may repent and be purified, forget that some forms of unity are not ad- 


missible in the Church,,,' f.PeoeGeneva 
TURKEY Terms for Pan-Orthodox Council 


According to Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, one of the conditions for 
the convocation of a Pan-Orthodox Council (writes a correspondent of Religious 
News Service, New York), is that the Oecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople 
must disapprove of "illegal" anti-Communist Russian Orthodox Churches in America 
and Kurope. 


Tne Moscow Patriarch made this known in a letter to Patriarch Athena- 
goras in Istanbul, saying that "all pending qestions separating the autocephalous 
Orthodox Churches, chiefly those cf Moscow and Constantinople, be settled before 
such a Council is convened," — 


Among other questions he listed for settlement were: 


1) The Russian Urthodox Churches in Western Hurope now under the jurid- 
diction of the Oecumenical Patriarchate, which the Moscow Patriarchate contends 
should be under his control, 


2) "Interference" by the Cecumenical satriarch in the affairs of the 
Finnish Orthodox Uhurch through his granting it autonomy in 1923. The Moscow 
Patriarch claimed that Finland is a "diocese of the russian Church," 


3. Refusal of the Oecumenical Patriarch to recognise the Moscow Pa- 
triarch's 1948 action proclaiming the Orthodox Church in roland to be autocephal- 
ous. (The Oecumenical Patriarchate in 1920 proclaimed the Polish Orthodox Vhurch 
to be autocephalous but this act was not recognised by the hicscow Patriarchate). 


-4) The status of the Russian monastery of St. Panteleimon on ifount 
Athos, Greece, at which Orthodox monks from Russia are now barred from settling. 


5) Refusal of the Oecumenical Patriarch to establish contact with 
heads of the Orthodex Churches in the Soviet satellite countries of Albania, 
Poland, and Czechoslovakia. 
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'6) Recognition by the Oecumenical Patriarchate of the Patriarch of the 
Orthodox Church in Bulgaria. 


Settlement of these "and some other questions," Patriarch Alexei said, 
is "indispensable to the recstablishment of friendly relations" between the 
Orthodox Patriarchates of the Near East and those of Moscow and the Soviet sa- 


tellite countries. H.P.S.Geneva 
FINLAND Moscow Patriarch Ordains Bishop 
SAN BANY ee TSC VIGains Dasnop 


Prof, Michael Tsub of Leningrad Theological Seminary has been ordain- 
ed a bishop and named by the lioscow Patriarchate to head Russian Orthodox con- 
gregations in Helsinki and the Valamo and Konevitsa monasteries, reports the 
Moscow Patriarchate's official journal. 


The Orthodox Church of Finland is headed by Archbishop Herman.’ For 
the past thirty years it has been under the jurisdiction of the Cecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople, 


The Orthodox Church has a membership of more than 70,000 but two 
Helsinki congregations, totaling about 1,000 persons, have aligned themselves 
with the Moscow Patriarchate, Archbishop Herman said the Valamo and Konevitsa 
monasteries are the property of the Finnish Orthodox Church. Most of Finland's 
Orthodox are natives of Karelia (the eastern part of Finland). E.P.S. Geneva 


SWIT ZERLAND The Church and Television 
DAS SOTA NL a ery ee VIEL On 


The Federal Commission-for Advice on Cultural and Political Questions 
in Television, on which the Federation of Swiss Protestant Churches and the Swiss 
Protestant League are also represented, has recently been considering questions 
connected with "The Church and Telévision," ‘The Commission gave a word of warn- 
ing against "secularising religious matters and church services," The Commission 
considers it dangerous to show "church services on the screen as attractions on 
the programme, thus exposing them to the general process of levelling-down," 
Another point that gives food for thought is that "the television sets are in 
public rooms and reception-rooms, bars and hotel rooms, and that the programme 
is going on in every conceivable situation," 


For these reasons the representatives of the Protestant and Old 
Catholic Churches voted against televising the sacramental services of the 
Church without exception, On the other hand the Roman Catholic Church regarded 
television as a valuable means of evangelism and had no objection to the Mass 
being televised. The Federal Commission stresses the fact "that the different 
Commissions shall be permitted to arrange their own programmes so as to bring 
out the special measage of their confession, Careful preparation and tactful 
procedure are absolutely essential in this Sphere, Church television programmes 
must meet a real need, and must not pander to the general thirst for sensation- 
alism," B.P.S. Geneva 
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Evanston Notes 


Additional Assembly Participants 

in addition to the delegates and the accredited visitors at Evanston 
there will also be 150 consultants who are particularly chosen for their ex- 
perience in the fields which will be dealt with by the Assembly sections and 
working committees, These consultants have been chosen by the Executive Com- 
mittee of the World Council after consultation with the Churches toa which they 
belong. They will participate fully in the Assembly but will not have the 
right to vote, which is reserved exclusively to delegates, 


Organisations with which the World Council entertsins fraternal rela- 
tionships have been invited to be represented at Evanston by Fraternal Dele- 
gates, The organisations which have been so invited are the followings 


Baptist World Alliance 
Friends World Committee for Consultation 
International Congregational Council 
Lutheran world Federation 
United Bible Societies 
World Convention of the Churches of Christ 
World Council of Christian Education 
World Methodist Council 
World Presbyterian Alliance 
World's Student Christian Federation 
| World's Alliance of YMCAs 
World's YwCA 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
Australian Council for the World Council of Churches 
World Christian Endeavour Union 


tS reaaers informed of trends Of thoucht and opinion in and abous the 
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Confederacao Evangelica do Brasil 

British Council of Churches 

Burma Christian Council 

Canadian Council of Churches 

Council of Evangelical Churches of Cuba 

Danish t#cumenical Council 

Heumenical Council of Finland 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft Christlicher Kirchen in Deutschland 
National Christian Council of India 

Council of Churches in Indonesia 

National Christian Council of Japan 

National Christian Council of Korea 

Concilio Evangelico de Mexico 

Near Hast Christian Council 

Ecumenical Council of Churches in the Netherlands 
National Council of Churches of New Zealand 
Norwegian Ecumenical Council 

Philippine Federation of Evangelical Churches 
Association of Evangelical Churches of Puerto Rico 
Confederacipn de Iglesias Hvangelicas del Rio de la Plata 
Swedish Ecumenical Council 

West Pakistan Christian Uouncil 


In addition there will be at Evanston observers from Churches which 
are not members of the World Council of Churches. &.P.S.Geneva 


Dr Nolde on Geneva Conference on Asiatic Problems 


(New York):- On the eve of his departure (April 29) for the Geneva 
Conference on Asiatic problems, Dr 0, Frederick Nolde, director of the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs, stated that "a key to the success or 
failure of the Conference would be the degree of flexibility and open-mindedness 
brought by the participants to the search for solutions to Far Eastern issues 
which will serve the common interest of mankind in peace with justice," 


Dr Nolde stressed that agreements must not be bought by "forsaking 
sound principle," but that "persevering and steadfast efforts should be under- 
taken to make headway towards genuine settlements of the critical Korean and 
Indo-Chinese situations, consonant with the needs and rights of the peoples 
directly involved and the stake of the whole human family in a just peace," 


Dr Nolde indicated that he was flying to Geneva where he would be 
joined by the Chairman of the Commission, Sir Kenneth Grubb of London, in order 
to manifest to the Conference delegates the prayerful concerns of Christian groups 
around the world for the successful outcome of the Geneva Conference. He also 
Stated that C.C.I.A. officers would join in consultations with church leaders on 
the responsibilities of Christian agencies in the international situation as it 
develops. Similar purposes had been served by missions to Seoul, Korea, in the 
summer of 1953, and to the Berlin Conference of Foreign ilinisters early this 
year, it was pointed out, 
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Dr Nolde urged church people to guard against false hopes as well as 
despair over the Geneva Conference. The bitter clash of interests and principles 
which had caused and was still causing so much suffering and bloodshed in Asia, 
he remarked, was matched by the deep fears and suspicions which divide the major 
power blocs and social systems. Such obstacles could be overcome only by long 
and difficult negotiations to reach step by step a mutual and morally acceptable 
solution, Said Dr Nolde, "Christians in the countries represented at Geneva can 
help to create the public understanding and determination needed to reinforce 
serious efforts at Geneva to hammer out a real settlement,'!! 


The importance of moral climate for the success of the Conference was 
emphasised by Dr. Nolde. It was stated in this connection that an ecumenical 
service of worship, to which the Conference delegates will be invited, is to be 
held in Geneva on Sunday, May 9. This meeting is the first major conference to 
be held at Geneva, the headquarters of the World Council of Churches since its 
establishment in 1948, 


The €.C.1.A. is the joint agency of two world-wide Christian bodies, 
the ‘orld Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, and re- 
presents them at the United Nations and other inter-govermnental agencies, 

i .P.S.Geneva 


Prayers of Intercession for the Geneva Conference 
ene et ee er Ne ee ee 


Great Britain 

At a meeting of the British Council of Churches in London, attended by 
representatives of the Churches in England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales, the 
following statement was adopted: 


"The consciences of men and women have been stirred and shocked by the 
terrible possibilities revealed by the hydrogen bomb experiments, which re- 
enforce the urgent need for a process of general disarmament. In this human 
Situation, the Churches have a triple task: to call men to repentance; to 
assure men that God reigns supreme whatever wickedness is planned or wrought 3 
and to witness in daily living to the peace given by God's spirit which nothing 
Gan remove or destroy. As a matter of immediate challenge, the Council calls 
upon all Christian people to pray earnestly for the Conference now in session in 
Geneva, that under the Providence of God, it may relieve the present tensions, 
secure just settlements and so open the way to the coming of peace for all the 
nations," 


The Netherlands 

On the occasion of the Conference of Geneva, the synodal board of the 
Netherlands Reformed Church sent a letter to the pastors in which they were asked 
to offer prayers cf intercession in the Churches. 


"We are grateful," the letter says, "that all countries feel the obliga- 
tion for negotiation in case cf conflicts. It is clear that the Geneva Confe- 
rence Will have an extremely difficult task in helping to clear an atmosphere of 
distrust and in contributing to international security, especially where con- 
tlicts run high. 
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"Much will be expected from this Conference for the well-being of the 
nations, the more so in view of the appalling means of destruction now avail- 
able. If the Conference were to fail, it might mean enormcus danger. 


"The synodal board therefore invites you to pray for the success of 
this Conference God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who rules the world 
and is the only one Who can show the way out and give a solution in the midst 


of human confusion," E.P.S.Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Prime Minister Malan and Bishop of Johannesburg on 


Racial Segregation 


An interchange of views on racial segregation has been made between 
Dr Malan, the South African Prime Minister, and the Anglican Bishop of Johannes- 
burg - through the medium of an American parish magazine. The parish magazine 
belongs to a Michigan parish. The local clergyman is the Rev. John Piersma, 
According to Reuter, Mir, Piersma requested a three-thousand-word statement on 
apartheid from Dr Malan. It was sent; and later it was printed in the April 
issue of the parish magazine. 


Now the Bishop of Johannesburg was written also for the magazine, "in 
the hope that you will understand better why some of us have serious misgivings 
over the present applications of apartheid Sod ay <3 


"On the Prime Minister's own showing," the Bishop continued, "apartheid 
is motivated by the urge for self-—preservation. Nobody could quarrel with this 
desire; but the question arises if it is legitimate to tie up the satisfaction 
of this natural interest with the spiritual destiny of the people in such a way 
that human policy is given religious sanction. 


"Tt would be wrong to imagine that those who were opposing apartheid 
were indifferent to the continuance of white inhabitants in Africa. On the con- 
trary, they believed that the enforcement of this policy might in the end suc- 
ceed only in achieving all those things which Dr Malan feared might come to pass," 


The Bishop said that Dr Malan, in describing in his letter what was 
being done for the Bantu people, had in no instance related the facts to the 
whole situation facing the Union of South Africa, 


"This is tne more regrettable, because it will make it harder for you 
to appreciate the size and difficulty of our problems - problems that some of 
us believe are being aggravated by the attempt now being made, no doubt quite 
Sincerely, to apply the policy of apartheid to a country which is in the throes 
of a vast industrial revolution; a country which needs to employ our vast re- 
sources of labour far more effectively in industry than is possible while the 


‘great majority of urban non-whites are living near the poverty line, badly 


housed, and without hope of any appreciable increase in their rights as human 


beings," H,F.5.Geneva 
AFRICA "The Planting of Christianity in Africa 
etmciekds thin lnairorstrtabinocinol itl hol edna teacvetindon eoeurdea WA eet tea ack 


For over ten years Professor C.P. Groves, Professor of Missions in the 
Selly Oak Colleges, birmingham, has been engaged on his task of writing the 
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history of Christianity in Africa from the earliest times to the present, under 
the general title of "The Planting of Christianity in Africa." A further two 
volumes, of the four yolumes planned, will be published this year by the 
lutterworth Press, In the first volume (published in 1948) Prcfessor Groves 
surveyed the early beginning of Christianity in Africa up to 1840. In volume 
two (to be published in July 1954) the story is taken up to 1878, and the third 
volume (ready in October 1954) goes up to 1914, 


Bach volume is over three hundred pages, and when the fourth volume 
(1914-1950) on which he is now working, is ready in 1955, Professor Groves, who 
worked in Nigeria for thirteen years, will have completed the narrative in 
f print of the ways in which Christianity secured its foothold and developed its 


life in all parts of the African continent, — #.P.S.Geneva 
INDIA Committee to Probe llission Activities 


(Bombay):- A six-member committee had been appointed by the Govern- 
ment of Madhya Pradesh to investigate missionary activities in the State, Dr 
Bhawani Shankar Niyogi, former chief justice of the Nagpur High Court, was 
named chairman of the probe group. Others on the committee include Seth Govind 
Das, a member of Parliament, and G.S. Gupta, former Speaker of the State 
Assembly. 


An announcement said the committee would survey the missionary question 
from historical and other aspects and make recommendations to the Government. 
Explaining why the committee was set up, the announcement said the Government 
had received complaints both against and from missionaries. Charges against 
Christian missionaries are that they "convert illiterate aboriginals and other 
backward people either forcibly or through fraud and temptations of monetary 
and other gain, thereby offending the feelings of non-Christians," ; 


The complaints also allege that missions have been utilised, directly 
or indirectly, for purpose of "political or extra-religious objectives," 
Christian missionaries had repudiated such charges, the explanation continued, 
and had asserted that "their activities were confined solely to religious educa- 
tion, social, medical and educational work," 


The Government statement said Christian missionaries also had com- 
plained that they were being "harassed" by non-Christian and local officials, 
it concluded: "As agitation has been growing on either side, the State Govern- 
ment considers it desirable in the public interest to have a thorough inquiry 


made on the whole question through an impartial ‘committee," B.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN New Vice-President of the British Council of 
Churches 


At its half-early meeting in london the British Council of Churches 
elected the Kt, Rev, Prof, James Pitt Watson, D.D., Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and Mrs, Mildred Betty Ridley, Vice-Chairman 
of the Church of England's Central Council for women's Church work, to serve as 
Vice-Presidents of the Council until 1956, Both Prof, Watson and Mrs, Ridley 
have been members of the British Council of Churches for many years and have 
taken an active part in the work of its committees. lirs, Ridley is the first 
woman to be elected, H.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES The First Television Generation 


Sponsored jointly vy the National Council of Churches and by Yale 
Divinity School in 1951, a project was established to study the effect of current 
religious televison, radio and motion picture on audiences, The survey headed 
"The First Television Generation" took a small army of interviewers into more 
than 3,500 homes and information was gathered over a two-year period, 


-The question of the importance of the effects of TV on children became 
apparent in this first major study into family TV habits which showed that today 
children averaged 13 hours a week viewing their favourite programmes. The sur- 


vey of America's first television generation further revealed that: 


The great majority of children's TV shows were westerns, which 
averaged 10,5 violent episodes per hour. (Some children's programmes averaged 
as high as 25 violence scenes an hour). Nearly 70% of parents favoured child- 
ren's TV fare as it stands. A strongly recurrent criticism by parents was that 
there are too many westerns, Westerns constituted 79% of the dramatic pro- 
grammes available for children, Another frequent criticism among parents was 
that children's TV is restricted to extremely narrow formulas - westerns and 
variety shows - and that there are many untapped sources for interesting new 
programming, notably in the classics, fairy tales and the Bible, and in science 
and the general information field. One-fourth of all objections voiced by 
parents were directed at excessive violence in children's shows. Most sugges- 
tions were for more Bible stories and Bible dramatisations, 


While only about four-fifthsof all households have television sets, 
virtually all of the families with children four years old and older reported 
that the children watched television regularly, at a neighbours. The report 
says children not only told interviewers they viewed adult evening shows, but 
could report their contents accurately. 


The Kev, Dr Liston Pope, Dean of Yale Divinity School and administra- 
tive chairman of the jointly sponsored Communications Research Project, linked 
the survey with the Churches! "deep concern for Christian character and the 
values by which people live." He said, "obviously communication media that in- 
vade the privacy of millions of homes every day cannot be ignored by ministers 
or Churches... The results of the study should both inform and arouse those 
who read them," 


Mrs, Alice Goddard, director of children's work of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, comments on the findings of the foregoing study: 


"The industry and its sponsors cannot escape their obligations toward 
the child audiences they are reaching during their most formative years. Tele- 
vision has produced fine shows which demonstrate an active concern for children 
and a desire for shows that will enhance rather than destroy high human values. 
The men responsible for writing, producing and programming need materials and 
help. this means that there must be leaders in education and religion willing 
to- give time to learning the requirements of this medium. Just as television 
is important to us, we are important to the television industry. Church and 
school groups cannot afford to overlook their responsibility for parent educa- 
tion so far as television is concerned," E.P.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN William Temple Church 


The laying of the foundation stone of a church in memory of the late 
Archbishop Willian Temple took place on April 14 at Woodhouse Park, Manchester. 
Woodhouse Park is one of lianchester Corporation's newest housing estates and 
had a population of 18,000. 


The foundation stone was laid by ilrs. Temple in the presence of the 
Bishop of Manchester, whe gave an address. He said that the building now being 
erected was more than a structure of bricks and mortar. It stood for the fel- 
lowship, worship and witness of the local Christian community. No one person 
had done more during this century to promote these ideals of Christian community 
than the late Archbishop Temple. The Archbishop was President of the ‘orld Coun- 


cil of Uhurches when it was still in process of formation. B.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES President Eisenhower Gets Orthodox 
Decoration 


President Hisenhover was awarded the Grand Cross of the Order of the 
Holy Sepulchre, highest decoration of the Greek Orthodox Church, for his efforts 
on behalf of "world freedom, justice and peace among men. The presentation was 
made by Archbishop Michael of the Archdiocese of North and South America, 


The Grand Cross has been awarded only 62 times in more than 1400 years. 
President Truman nd F,D. Roosevelt are among the few Americans to receive it, 
The Order of the Holy Sepulchre came into being in the sixth century as the re- 
sult, according to Crthodox historians, of a merger of two earlier orders founded 
by Constantine the Great who embraced Christianity in 324, The first Grand 
Cross of the Order was bestowed upon Emperor Heraclius in 535. E.P.S. Geneva 


JAPAN , Institute for Study of Religions in Japan 


(Tokyo):- The formation of an International Institute for the Study 
of Keligions in Japan Was announced by the Hev. William P. tloodard, a-Congrega- 
tionalist missionary in Japan for many years before the war, who will be its 
director, 


i leading religionists from the major faiths of Japan will serve as the 
Institute's Board of Directors, Its aims will be to "foster religious sentiments 
as the spiritual foundation of modern society, promote research in the field of 
religious freedom and related human rights, and advance the study of religions 
not only in Japan but abroad as well." Tanun Kotani, a Buddhist layman and 
former secretary of the World Fellowship of Buddhists, will be assistant director 
of the Institute, and five other men prominent in Japan's major religions have 
agreed to serve on its board. 


The Dearborn Foundation, a Chicago philantrophic agency, has under- 
written the Institute programme for an experimental two-year period, and "is pre- 
pared to extend further support if the results are satisfactory." Mr, Kotani 
said that all of the people associated \ith the Institute are "of deep religious 
faith and conviction... They are not disposed to compromise themselves or their 
organisations by seeking to establish a new religion or to engage in some theo- 


vie) 
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retical search for a common denominator, Neither do they take the position that 
one religion is as good as another or that all have the same purpose. But they 
do believe that religionists of all faiths must either co-operate for the deep- 
ening-of mutual respect and understanding and the achievement of ideals which 
they hold in common or accept responsibility for the disaster which threatens 


to engulf the world in this age," &.P.S.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Religious Publicists Adopt Professional Code 


(New York):- A nine-point professional code for persons engaged in 
Christian public relations was adopted by the National Religious Publicity Coun- 
cil at its 28th annual meeting in New York. The code pledges religious public- 
ists to maintain "Christian standards" at all times in their claims to the public, 
The council comprises more than 200 publicity and promotion workers for deno- 
minational and interdenominational agencies over the United States, 


The text of the code is as follows: 


"As a servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, and dedicated to the task of 
making His Church and its mission more widely and more favourably known, I am: 


"1, To keep foremost in mind the basic purpose of the Church and 
sanction no form of promotion which will endanger in any way that purpose. 

"2. To act upon Christian standards, using only such language and il- 
lustrations as are in good taste, and being at all times honest in interpreting 
the Church to the community through the various media of communication. 

"3. To help interpret the principles of my own Church organisation and 
to aid in the formulation of its policies and programme in such a way as to 
achieve clarity in the public mind, 

"4, To respect the judgment and confidence of the cfficials of my deno- 
mination or organisation and never mislead any person or organisation through 
any unfair concealment of what the public has a right to know, 

"5. Io maintain a constant attitude of appreciation of the services 
rendered by the media, and to promote mutual understanding between the Church 
and media officials of the procedures and problems involved in the dissemination 
of religious information, 

"6, To avoid misleading statements, unfair comparisons, historical in- 
accuracies, derogatory comments and extravagant claims. 

"7, To make my professional services available in such a Way as to 
attract members of the community and to influence them to live by the principles 
of Christ. 

, "8, To seek in every way to raise the professional standing of my 
chosen calling, and to help recruit others who will bring special talents to the 
area of church public relations. 

"9, To regard my relationship with other church public relations persons 


as that of colleagues rather than that of competitors," B.P.S. Geneva 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA Cornerstone Laid for Orthodox Cathedral 


Governor General Lord Llewellin of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nya- 
saland laid the cornerstone for the first Greek Orthodox Cathedral in the Federa- 
tion at Salisbury. The Anglican Bishop of Mashonaland read the prayer as the 
cornerstone was put into place, in presence of Archimandrite Dositheos Partides 
of the Greek Orthodox Church in Hhodesia and Nyasaland, B.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN "The Road to Christian Unity" 


At the occasion of the 155th Anniversary of the Church Missionary 
Society on May 4th a Rally was held in London, at the Empress Hall, which gather- 
ed thousands of participants. Addresses were delivered by the Rt. rev. C.K. 
Jacob, Bishop of Travancore (India), the Bishop of Mombasa, Miss &, Price, 
Secretary, the Rev. C.S. ililford, Sir Kenneth Grubb, vho has been appointed 
President of the Society for a further period of five years, and by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, Dr Geoffrey Fisher. 


The Primate reminded his audience how early the unity of the Church 
was lost and how terribly hard it is to recover-it again once it is lost. When 
Our Lord said to His Father: "I pray not fcr the world, but for those" who are 
thine and mine, His prayer for the Church was prayer for the world; for its 
salvation depends upon the fidelity of the disciples cf Jesus. The world is 
terribly divided today, but "I am quite certain that Christians must not allow 
themselves to be frightened by the fearful nature of the material instruments 
of suffering and destruction which now exist... The really hateful thing is 
the sin and the only remedy a return to God... 


"From the disunited world, we can learn something of the nature of the 
evil which is to be overcome, not only in the world itself, but in the disunited 
Church: for wherever disunity exists, it exists by reason of the same failure 
of the human spirit to respond to the perfect will of God," The hardest is for 
honest men and Christians "when the price to be paid to put an end to some dis- 
unity seems itself to be a betrayal of truth... How then can progress be made 
at all in reconciling the divisions between the great Christian traditions and 
the divided Churches which embody them? 


lhe aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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"Two things only can I say here, First the more we can all share with 
one another in life and in prayer and in worship (even if for the present it 
must be outside the Sacraments) the better. This is the first essential and it 
raises no theological barrier at all ... For divided Christians not to allow 
themselves to pray together in the name of Christ is not merely an offence 
against one another, it is blasphemy against Christ, It is significant that all 
who come into the circle of ecumenical fellowship, even reluctantly, whether 
within the confines of a parish or in the Councils of Churches, find liberation 
and an enlarged vision of Christ's purpose and an increased sense of His pre- 
sence with the Church ~ even if at the seme time the closer view of the divid- 
ing barriers causes a deeper sense of frustration. 


"Secondly, the phrase ‘visible unity! as applied to the Church can bear 
more than one significance. It can mean the visible unity in Christ displayed 
among a great number of Churches by the existence of the World Council of 
Churches, and do not let us minimise the significance of that unity, rudimentary 
though it is. It could mean, at the other end, the visible unity of a single 
integrated, constitutional structure embracing all the uniting Churches: and 
let us frankly recognise that no such unity is yet possible or can yet be fore- 
seen which would not involve grievous betrayal by perhaps every Church of some 
part of its conviction, of what it holds to be the truth of Christ... 


"The Church of South India was, if I may use the language of warfare, 
a break-through which has established a still precarious bridgehead of advance. 
But if we are to advance on a broad front it must be not yet by unity of organ- 
isational command but by ever increasing freedom of intercommunication and of 
inter-communion under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


"Progress can only be made by a more careful appraisal of what really 
are essentials of Christ's truth... but remembering the fatal ease with which 
the world sometimes ruins and Churches may ruin a good cause by their method of 
defending or promoting it. That on the one hand: and on the other, there must 
be a far readier willingness between Churches to allow freedom to differ on al- 
most everything except the substance of the historic creeds. ie must somehow 
learn in Christ, to rejoice in one another's orthodoxies even while as members 
of one family we have to endure many of one another's heresies." 


The Archbishop concluded by affirming that "it is utterly true that 
only Christ can lead His Church onwards to such unity as He commands," 
HeP.o. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Biennial Meetings of the United Bible Societies 


"The time has come for the Bible Societies and the Churches to come 
closer together for the accomplishment of their common task," said Dr W.A. Visser 
't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, addressing a gather- 
ing of the United Bible Societies at Eastbourne, The gathering was a part of the 
biennial meetings of the United Bible Societies, which began at Haywards Heath 
and had to be removed to Eastbourne to accomodate the large number of delegates 
who attended, especially from overseas. Altogether 34 countries were represent- 
ed, ranging from Chile to Japan, to Spain and Finland and Australia. 
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The United Bible Societies, born in 1947, is a fellowship of Bible 
Societies, the number of which was increased to 25 by the admission of the Bible 
Society of Indonesia into full membership. The U.B.S. takes its stand beside 
the International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches as one 
of the ecumenical organisations of today, and is entering into increasingly 
Close relations with them, "For some years," said Dr Visser 't Hooft, "conver- 
Sations have been going on between the Churches, and the time has now come for 
conversation to begin in a big way between the Churches, both older and younger, 
and the Bible Societies. The ecumenical movement," he went on, "would not exist 
in any real way were it not for the Biblical renewal that has been a feature of 
the life of the Christian Church in recent years, This process of increasing 
Biblical discovery has brought theologians and church leaders together and has 
helped to make the preparation for the Svanston Assembly possible." He hoped 
that there would be further development in co-operation between the Bible 
Societies and the world Council of Churches, "We in the World Council of 
Churches," he said, “want the help of the Bible Societies in the working out of 
a strategy not merely of Bible distribution, but also of Bible use, The time 
has come for us to give close and continuous thought to the most fruitful ways 
in which the Church can use the Scriptures which the Bible Societies print and 
distribute," 


Bishop Bivind Berggrav, of Norway, commenting on the proposal, affirm- 
ed that as between the World Council of Churches and the Bible Societies, there 
was not a "no-man's land" but a "both man's land" and he hoped that it would be 
occupied by the joint forces of the Churches and the Bible Societies. The Coun- 
cil gave its cordial support and decided to appoint a Research Secretary who 
would work with a team of i/.C.C. and I.M.C. officers in the study of the best 
and most fruitful use of the Bible in the life and expansion of the Christian 
Church, 


Considerable attention was given to the problems of Bible translation. 
A committee was set up to secure uniformity in policy and practice and to assist 
translators in various parts of the world. ith the rise of the Younger 
Churches, and in response to their growing demand for the Scriptures in the 
language of everyday life, a vast volume of revision work was now in hand, 
absorbing at least as much time, energy and money as the translation of the 
Scriptures into new tongues, 


A great increase in the use of audio-visual aids was also foreseen, 
not only as a method of keeping the home Churches informed, but even more as a 
means of securing a wider distribution of the Scriptures overseas. 


One of the most eagerly discussed topics was that of colportage. It 
was agreed that colporteurs are among the best pioneer evangelists of the 
Christian Church and where the Bible is distributed most eagerly, the Churches 
are growing more rapidly. The Council agreed to recommend that in future col- 
porteurs should be trained; that they ought to receive some kind of recogni- 
tion by the Church; and that the speed of Scripture distribution should be in- 
creased. In this connection it was agreed to institute a study of the use of 
modern techniques of distribution and the launching of an appeal for a great 
host of voluntary distributors. 


SS 
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Amongst the officers who were appointed tc serve fcr the next period 
were Bishop Berggrav of Norway as President; Bishop C.K. Jacob of South India, 
lirs, Jesse Bade of the United States; Dr H, Kraemer of the Ecumenical Institute 
and the Bishop of Worcester as Vice-Presidents. The Standing Lcmmittee, con- 
sisting of eight people, were drawn from eight different countries, three of 
them from the Younger Churches. Monsieur Olivier Béguin was reappointed General 
Secretary, and Dr A.il, Chirgwin was invited to continue as tesearch Secretary 


for a further period, BeP.eS. Geneva 
GREECE Aid Needed for 30,00U More Homeless 


Tents and lumber for temporary housing have been named number one 
priority by representatives of the World Council of Churches in Greece, follow- 
ing the second major earthquake to strike that country in nine months. The 
earthquakes struck April 30 in Thessaly,in central Greece, to the north and 
west of Athens, 


They took the lives of at least 20 persons and left 30,000 persons 
homeless, As in the lonian tragedy last August, several small towns were com- 
pletely wiped out, Three-quarters of Trikkula, a city of 27,800, was reported 
leveled. Other towns hit hard were Granitsa, Pharsala, Sophades, Karditsa, 
Lamia and Volos. Hundreds cf houses and small buildings were shaken down like 
children's blocks bumped by a baby. 


American Churches asked Church world Service in New York to allocate 
115,000 pounds of clothing and 263,000 pounds cf food for imnediate relief. Red 
Cross societies and military units were standing by cr sending imnediate aid to 
the stricken area, A cable from the world Council cf Churches expressed sym- 
pathy and concern for the victims and offered to co-operate in directing the 
most effective aid to the suffering area. 


World Council staff officers in the field made quick inspections and 
have now reported that tents and wood supplies for temporary houses are the 
most pressing needs, ‘With the emergency situation in hand, they advised that 
food and clothing are not lacking at present but probably i.ould be needed later 
- after immediate aid gives cut. Vetailed information is being gathered now 


and will be forwarded to the Churches. B.eP.S. Geneva 
GERWANY Preparations for the Kirchentag 


(Leipzig):- The German Protestant Kirchentag is beginning to take 
shape, lit is to be held at Leipzig from July 7 to ll, 1954. During the last 
week in April Dr von Thadden and his associates spoke to over 10,0LO people in 
four different churches, all filled to overflowing. They sooke on the aims of 
the Protestant iay movement in arranging this year's Kirchentag; in order to 
avoid any possible misunderstanding, Ur von ‘hadden began by explaining that 
leipzig must not under any circumstances become "a demonstration of power", 

Nor was it a means of publicity for stressing the imoortence of the lay element 
in the Church, 


Dr von Thadden summed up the positive aims cf the iirchentag in the 
following sentences: "we want tc bear witness cf the presence of the Lord 
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Christ in His Church, of His forgiving mercy, of His work of redemption, of His 
death and resurrection, of the task He has laid upon His people and of our 
service, At the Kirchentag we are therefore concentrating upon five things: 
the time into which we have been born; the world in which we live; the people 
of today, to whom we belong; the holy, living and gracious God Who calls us; 
and the Christian congregation whose apostolic mission is more important than 
ever, 


These sentences show that Protestant Christians want to penetrate to 
the very heart of the great community of faith; for only by so doing can a 
Christian live and proclaim to the world the slogan of the Leipzig Kirchentag: 
"Be joyful in hope!" As Dr von Thadden emphasised, this hope did not permit us 
tc sit around doing nothing in a sort of "eschatological waiting-room." It 
forced us to take definite action in this world, 


The Kirchentag will be held in the following places: on the site of 
the Leipzig Fair, in the churches in the centre of the city, in the Congress 
Hall, in the meeting-place in the Stalin-Allée, and so on, The number of full-~ 
time participants will have to be limited to 60,00, owing to lack of space. 
The closing meeting will, it is estimated, attract 200,000 people, in addition. 


The ecumenical implications of the Kirchentag movement will be fully 
brought out in the meetings, which will draw people's attention beyond the 
limits of nation and confession to the unity of Christians all over the world. 


The first press conference connected with the preparations for the 
Leipzig Kirchentag was held recently at the Hotel International in Leipzig, It 
was attended by some 30 representatives of daily newspapers and church papers, 
by the "ADN" news agency and by the State broadcasting committee. 


Speaking to these press representatives, Dr von Thadden, the President 
of the Kirchentag, said: "The approaching German Protestant Kirchentag in 
Leipzig will once again emphasise the close unity between Protestant Christians 
in Western and Eastern Germany, Eastern Germany belongs to us and the Kirchen-- 
tag belongs both to Eastern and western Germany, just as the Protestant Church 


forms a unity which surmounts the zonal boundaries," B.P.S. Geneva 
GERMANY Churches in Stalinstadt 


(Berlin):- President Niemdller recently visited Stalinstadt, the new 
residential town belonging to the Eastern Iron-Foundry Combine near HFirstenberg 
(Oder). He brought a message from the Assistant Minister-President Nuschke, that 
building would soon begin cf a Protestant and a Catholic church, Up to the 
present there has been no church in Stalinstadt (see EPS No. Al, 1953). 


B.P.5.Geneva 
GERMANY Bishop Dibelius “rites to President 
Grotewoht 


(Berlin):- Further to the incident in Seilershof, near Gransee, which 
was mentioned on the radio, Dr Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin-Brandenburg, sent the 
following letter dated May 5, to President Grotewohl: 
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"Last Sunday a new church was solemnly dedicated at Seilershof, near 
Gransee, As I walked at the head of the procession to the door of the church, 
where the keys were to be officially handed over, two women stepped forward 
right in the middle of the doorway carrying a decorative file and began to 
address me. At first I thought it was part of the religious ceremony, but then 
I realised that the women had decided on their own initiative to pushin, in 
order to collect signatures, The dignity of the occasion made discussion im- 
possible. I wrote my name on the list, which I afterwards learnt was a petition 
for a political peace movement, I had written my name without reflection, be- 
cause I was surrounded by 500 people; they are witnesses that I had no idea for 
what purpose the list was intended and simply added my signature, in order to 
put an end to the unwarranted interruption. 


"The incident is unimportant in itself, But it shows what methods are 
used today to collect signatures. In spite of my warning, the matter was report- 
ed in the press, and I have therefore made the incident an occasion to give 
instructions that in future clergy in my diocese must not sign lists and that, 
if their signatures have been obtained under false pretences, they must imme- 
diately make a statement before witnesses. There is no need for a special de- 
claration that the Church of Jesus Christ does not advocate mass weapons of 
destruction, 


"I am informing the government accordingly. I should be most grateful 
to you, President Grotewohl, if you could find ways and means of preventing a 


recurrence of such incidents," F.P.S.Geneva 
Sw ITZERLA ND Service of Intercession for the Asiatic Conference Geneva 


(Geneva):- The Cathedral of St. Pierre was filled to overflowing at 
the service of intercession organised by the Swiss Protestant Church of Geneva 
and the World Council of Churches, in order to pray for the Asiatic Conferences 
now meeting in Geneva, 


The procession entering the Cathedral included clergy from the Reform- 
ed, Anglican, Presbyterian, Lutheran and Old C tholic Churches, They took their 
place in the choir. The lessons from the Bible were then read in English by His 
Excellency Mr, Ralph Lindsay Harry, permanent delegate of Australia to the 
United Nations, and in French by His Excellency Dr W.H.J. van Asch van Wijck, 
permanent delegate of the Netherlands to the United Nations. 


A talk in English was given by Dr 0, Frederick Nolde, Director of the 
Commission of the Churches for International Affairs. He described, from the 
Christian point of view, the grave problems to which the Conference must find a 
solution. He said, a way must be found which avoided exaggerated optimisnon the 
one hand and defeatist despair on the other. Christians must draw upon the roe- 
sources of their faith in order to show what international relations should be 
like, in order to reflect the will of God. The first duty of Christians is to 
be courageous, fearless, and with a new sense of responsibility in seeking an 
honourable settlement of differences through conciliation. The nations and their 
governments must guard against false pride and against any desire to save face, 
for fear of closing the door to fruitful negotiations. Finally, obsessed by the 
constant recurrence of wars and threats of war, "we wish to hasten the moment 


Sam 
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when methods will be adopted which will make it possible to bring about peace-~ 
ful changes in the life of the nations, The Geneva Conference may blaze a new 
trail in history, if it gives us an opportunity to advance surely and wisely 
towards the creation of a free and independent Korea and Indo-China..." 


The sermon was preached by Dr A, Koechlin, President of the Federation 
of Swiss Protestant Churches, who tock as his text the opening words of the 
Lord's Prayer: "Our Father, Which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, Thy 
Kingdom come." ‘We have the right to expect that the Geneva Conference will be 
loyal to its great peace mission. ith all our hearts we pray God to grant it 
the grace and the power to make the Sacrifices, on both sides, which will: enable 
it te fulfil its great task. And even if our hopes were realised only partial- 
ly, or not at all, we will not despair, We shall continue to pray for peace, in 
the confidence that the Kingdom, the power and the glory belong to God for ever 
and ever,'! 


This solemn service ended with intercession led by Professor Henri 
d'ispine of Geneva University, and the Kev, Richard Hanson cf the Anglican Church 
in Geneva, The hymn "Holy God, Thy Name we bless" was sung and then the whole 


congregation repeated tne lord's Prayer, Be P.S.Geneva 
COLOWUBIA Aid to Protestants 


In April last the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. allocated $LO, O00 
for relief and rehabilitation of victims of religious persecution in Colombia, 
The appropriation is made from the "One Great Hour of Sharing" offering of 1954, 


The Presbyterian Church granted $8,000 last year for the same purpose. 
The money is used to educate orphans, rebuild damaged or destroyed churches, 
schools, and homes, and to rehabilitate destitute families by previding them 
with such necessities as rent or lodging and a means of economic support in the 
form of farm tools, sewing machines, and similar equipment. HePeS. Geneva 


New "Kirchentag" Official 


Dr Hans Hermann Walz, who has been at the World Council of Churches 
headquarters in Geneva for five years as Secretary for Laymen's Work and Assist- 
ant Director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, has accepted a call to be- 
come administrative General Secretary of the German Protestant Kirchentag. Dr 
Walz will not take up his new office until the autumn, As Secretary of the 
Section on "The Christian in his Vocation" he is sharing in the preparatory 
work for the Evanston Assembly, which he will attend, In July and September he 
is giving a series of university lectures and public meetings in the United 


States and Canada, E.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN . Developments at I.C.U. 


Among the 170 nev students who were admitted to the second freshman 
class of the International Christian University in Japan on April lst, were six 
undergraduates from Hong Kong, two from Formos , two from India, and six from 
the United States. The dedication of the completed first section of the church 
on the campus Was held .n Way 9th. Funds for the construction of the church 
building were raised by friends of the I.C.U., in Iowa, U.S.A. #.P.S.Geneva 
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Evanston Notes 


Radio and Television Coverage for the Assembly 

Detailed information on Evanston broadcasting coverage is given by 
Dr James W. Kennedy in the second quarterly issue 1954 of "The Christian Broad- 
caster", Mr. Kennedy is the chairman of the subcommittee on Radio and Tele- 
vision of the Press and Broadcasting Committee which has been authorised by the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, 


"The arrangements for world coverage by radio and television of the 
Evanston Assembly are well under way," writes Dr Kennedy, "In order to provide 
adequate facilities for the pick-up of whatever material is desired, recording 
studios will be set up in Scott Hall,where the section meetings and daily press 
conferences will be held. There will also be studios available in the building 
housing the main control room and studio facilities of the Department. of Radio 
and Television of Northwestern University. One of these studios will be re- 
served for foreign language recording and will be equipped with the equivalent 
of the magnetophon machines running at a speed of 30 inches per second. Direct 
telephone lines will connect and inter-connect all the studios so that in case 
there is a breakdown or overload anywhere along the line there will be extra 
facilities for substitution, In addition there will be a direct line to several 
of the down-town studios in Chicago. . 


"We are trying to make it possible for each country to gét exactly 
what it wants in the way of programme material and we will see to it that every 
request of this nature is taken care of. There will be an adequate engineering 
operational staff on duty at all times and the only cost will be for the actual 
tape used and the mailing charges from Evanston to the point of destination. 


OO 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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"It would be very well, however, for those of other countries to check 
on any import restrictions concerning either the tape or the film and get this 
all cleared well in advance, hile the various locations for meetings, worship, 
eating and sleeping are fairly distant from each other, shuttle bus transporta- 
tion will be available at all times. 


"Radio stations and television stations around the world have been 
contacted and services offered to them according to their needs. However there 
are two or three important matters to consider together, By specific direction 
of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches meeting in Konigs- 
stein, Germany, recently, all invitations to appear on television or radio pro- 
grammes must be cleared through the radio and television committee of the 
Assembly, While this is a rather cumbersome procedure, it will certainly 
enable us to do a much better coordinated job and prove to be less wearing on 
delegates, In order to meet all requests for personalities to appear, programme 
suggestions will be sent out very soon with a list of participants who will 
most likely be available, 


"We have a fine operational staff at the service of all those who come, 
We have been assured the co-operation of all the major networks of the world. 
A number of countries are sending their own personnel to supervise the programmes 
they will use, All in all it promises to be near saturation coverage for the 
listening and viewing world," 


Any detailed information needed should be requested by air mail from ‘Dry> 
James i, Kennedy, 217 Church Street, lexington, Kentuchy, U.S.A. E.P.S, Geneva 


UNITED STATES National Council of Churches welcomes the 
Kvanston Assembly 


Stressing the common ties that unite an estimated 168,000,000 Christ— 
dans around the world, the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. released an official message of welcome to delegates of 47 foreign coun- 
tries to the second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Hvanston, 
August 15-31, 1954. The message is signed by the leaders of the 30 communions 
represented in the National Council, which embraces 35,000,000 Protestant and 
Orthodox church members, 


In a brief ceremony Dr Roy G. Ross, General Secretary of the National 
Council, expressed the hopes and prayers of the American body that the world 
gathering "may strengthen and enrich our common faith in Christ, the hope of 
the world,!! 


Acknowledging racial, language and confessional differences that 
separate Christians of all lands, the message said: "We know that we have much 
to learn from many of you who... have had insights and experiences different 
from our own, We are grateful for your loyal witness under adverse circumstances 
which we have never had to face," 


On hand at the vorld Council's New York office to accept the greeting 
conveyed by Dr Ross were Dr W,A, Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, and Dr Samuel iicCrea Cavert, Executive Secretary of 
the world Council for the United States. 
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The high purpose of the Evanston Assembly will be ‘exploring together 
the Word of God and... seeking together a fuller understanding of His will for 
human life today," said the message. Differences existing among the Churches 
of many lands are paralleled by differences “within our own American Churches, " 
Among them the message referred to "many differences in our interpretation of 
the Gospel and of the nature of the Church and in the application of our Christ- 
ian convictions to contemporary problems... 


"The witness which will be borne at Evanston, as Christians meet to- 
gether from all parts of the globe, will probably not be identical with the 
testimony of any national group of Christians. Our hope, however, is that at 
Evanston there will be an atmosphere of such true Christian fellowship that even 
when we are speaking of our differences we shall be listening most of all for 


what the Holy Spirit is saying to the Churches," #.P.S,Geneva 
UNITED STATES lutheran Conferences on Evanston Topics 


More than thirty leading lutheran churchmen from the United States and 
abroad will participate in a series of eight theological conferences to 
be held in various parts of the United States this summer. The conferences 
Will be sponsored jointly by the National Lutheran Council and the Lutheran 
World Federation, and will be devoted to topics related to the general theme 
of the Seoond Assembly of the Jorld Council of Churches at Evanston, "Christ - 
the Hope of the World.!' Six of the conferences will be held before and two 
after the Assembly. 


Lectures will be presented on "Utopias and Hope," "Christ - the Hope 
of the Divided Churches," "Hope and Love," "Christ - the Hope in our Vocation," 
"Fulfilment of Hope," and "Christ - the Hope of Those Outside the Church," 


&.P.S.Geneva 
COLOMBIA Five Protestant Schools Re-opened 


(Bogota):-~ President Gustave Rojas Finilla said that he had ordered 
the re-opening of five Protestant schools on San Andres and Providencia islands 
which were closed on March lst by the government inspector of schools there, 
President Pinilla made the announcement after 2 delegation of islanders visited 
him and asked that the inspector's measure be revoked, The delegation said that 
600 children were left without schools by the closure, The islands lie about 
150 miles off the coast of Nicaragua but belong to Colombia, 


Under a ruling issued on January by the Interior Ministry (see EPS No. 
7), Protestant missionaries are barred from performing any public missionary or 
education work in Catholic mission territories except for children of non- 
Catholic foreigners. The petition also urged that public schools on the islands 
be put on a lay basis, that "full freedom of religion! be allowed in matters of 
education, and that permission to continue bi-lingual (English and Spanish) 
instruction be granted. It proposed that the government appoint an impartial 
committee to study the whole problem of education on the islands, 

BPS. Geneva 
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FINLAND Bishop Gulin on Evanston Assembly 


"ily impression is that the coming Assembly at Evanston has been un- 
usually well prepared," the Rt. Rev. E.G, Gulin, Bishop of Tampere, said to the 
Information Service of the Church of Finland, Bishop Gulin heads the delega- 
tion of the Church of Finland to the World Council of Churches! Assembly. 


"The work done in advance is remarkable," said Bishop Gulin, "not only 
the preparatory study made for the discussions but also the planning for the 
practical arrangements in Evanston. All of this work emphasises the serious-— 
ness of the purpose of our coming together, Of course, we are not going to 
achieve anything there without the guidance of the Holy Ghost, but His presence 
is made more sure by the ardent work which has been done already before the 
decisive days. 


"One of the most unexpected results of the Amsterdam Conference six 
years ago has been the recognition of all these 161 Churches belonging to the 
World Council of Churches as Christian Churches. This implies that we have to 
revise our attitude to our own Church, which cannot any longer be The Church in 
our minds. If the coming conference can shatter a good deal of our church com- 
placency, a big step forward towards real unity in Christ will be achieved. I 
hope that clerical pride will be dealt a blow in Evanston and that the humility 
of Christ will take its place in our Churches, The biggest Church will be the 
Church which is not aware of its own perfection, but which by the Gospel serves 
best the people in need. 


"T want in no way to underestimate the great significance of the state- 
ment which probably will emerge from our negotiations in Evanston, But I per- 
sonally think that these coming days of mutual work and common worship can so 
deeply rekindle the delegates by the Spirit of the Living Lord that their lives 
will be branded for a new comprehensive activity for Christ. He only is the 
true unity of our Christendom. I hope that His unique glory will so abundantly 
be made manifest to us all that a new era of mutual understanding and love in 


the Holy Catholic Church will arise over the world," E.P.S.Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA The Church Reported Very Active 


the hev. Haymond E, Maxwell, member of the Inter-Church Aid Department 
of the World Council of Churches, returned to Geneva on May 11 from three weeks 
in Yugoslavia. During the first week Mr, Maxwell was accompanied by the Kev, 
Robert Tobias, ecumenical representative of the Disciples of Uhrist (Indiana- 
polis, Indiana). The visitors were in Belgrade for the Eastern Good Friday and 
visited a dozen churches. The Orthodox Easter they spent in Versac, see city of 
the diocese of the Banat. They reported long queues of worshippers who lined 
the streets outside the Belgrade churches, waiting their turn to make their 
Gocd friday devotions, At the Haster services churches were filled to overflow- 
ing With devout and enthusiastic worshippers. 


In an extensive tour of the country Mr. Maxwell visited theological 
schools, cathedrals, parish churches, and also the historic monasteries of 
Dechani, Giza, Pec, all of which are deeply connected with the earliest history 
of Christianity in the country and are renowned for their frescoes and other 
treasures of Christian art, 
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The theological seminaries are filled with pupils, though they have 
many needs. In these post-war years, pupils in the theological seminaries as 
well as students at the theological faculty in Belgrade have often been enabled 
to continue their studies due to assistance rendered by Churches abroad through 
the contributed goods programme of the Inter-Church Aid Department. Mr. Maxwell 
was guest of honour on St. Sava's Day (patron saint of the Serbian Orthodox 
Church at a special service conducted by the Dean, pupils and choir of St.Sava's 
seminary at Rakowitza, near Belgrade, He also visited many rural and village 
parishes and their priests in the vicinity of Uzice (in central Serbia). Other 
Visits were made in the dioceses of Prizren, Herzogewina, Delmatia and Karlowacs, 
and discussions were held with local clergy about their work, In some parts of 
the country the re-building of Orthodox churches totally destroyed in the war 
has not yet begun or is not far advanced, due presumably to the urgent nature 
of many post-war problems facing the country. 


Mr. Maxwell and Mr, Tobias were received by the Holy Synod of the 


Orthodox Church. (The Holy Synod, composed of His Holiness the Patriarch and 


from member bishops, has central administrative authority for the Church between 
the annual meetings of the Council of Bishops which this year convenes on May 
31). The visitors saw also some of the Protestant pastors, Meetings were held 
with the government Religious Affairs Commission, of which Mr. Dobrivoje 
Radosavlevitch is chairman. The Lommission expressed its willingness to 
facilitate the bringing out of inter-church aid projects. An cbstacle that has 
not yet been overcome is that of high customs duties; and the Religious Affairs 
Commission has promised to try to resolve this problem, Meetings were also 
held with leaders of the Priests' Association and the Yugoslavia Red Cross, 
Appreciation was expressed for the contributed goods programme, through which 
in 1953 alone food, clothing and medicines with a total value of more than one 
million dollars were supplied to Yugoslavia through the world Council of 
Churches and the lutheran World Federation sources, These supplies have given 
effective witness to the concern of Christians abroad for their brethren in 
Yugoslavia and have filled many physical needs. The need for inter-church aid 
projects must be matched, according to Mr. Maxwell, by an adequate response from 


World Council member Churches. B.S. Geneva 
INDIA Visas Refused to 109 American Missionaries 


(New Dehli):- One hundred and nine American missionaries have been 
refused permission to enter India in the past two years, stated in Parliament 
the Deputy Home Minister Balwant Nagesh Datar. Mr. Datar said 789 U.S. mission- 
aries had been approved for entry in the two-year period. Applications for the 


_ 109, he added, were rejected on the ground that their services "were not re- 


quired,' 


A year ago Mr.Datar and the Home Ilinister Kailash Nath Katju announced 
it was the Government policy to limit evangelical work to Indians, Foreign 
missionaries who were being admitted understood that their proper roles in India 
were in educational, medical, philanthropic, agricultural and social uplift 
work, Christian religious leaders immediately protested the policy. Since 
then, additional comments by the Government officials have served only to con- 
fuse the issue of whether foreign missionaries are allowed to evangelise and 
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proselytise. The Government's attitude, according to some sources, has undoubted- 
ly been influenced by the frequent charges made by members of Parliament that 
foreign missionaries have mixed in Indian politics, #.P.S.Geneva 


Conference on Prisons and Prisoners at tle Bossey Institute 
EL LCL LCA CLT SAIC COE EGS Accent Cac tment prsceeapenmans eee ones een citar 


A Conference on Prisons and Prisoners was held at the Ecumenical In- 
stitute, Bossey, from May 3 to 10, organised by the Assistant Director Dr H.Walz. 


About 40 participants from 11 countries and 9 different Churches took 
part in the discussions. The participants included a large number of prison 
chaplains, state officials, prison-governors, prison-doctors, and social workers. 
Professor Sde of Copenhagen introduced the subject with a theological paper on 
the Christian conception of responsibility and punishment, Dr Gautchi of St. 
Gallen dealt with reform in the punishment of offenders and described his own 
encouraging experiences as a result of the new methods he has introduced in the 
prison at 5t. Gallen. Dr Roper, a prison-doctor and psychiatrists from wakefield 
(England) spoke on the effects of imprisonment on the prisoner. The Rev, Paul 
L, Tilden (Associate Executive Director of the Department of Pastoral Service of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the Uiouie.) and Pastor 
Jurgensmeyer (President of the Conference of German Prison-Chaplains) dealt with 
the problems involved in the spiritual care of prisoners and the rédle of the 
prison-chaplain during the period of punishment. Colonel Charles Péan of the 
Salvation Army, who is well-known both inside and outside France, gave an in- 
troduction to the problems involved in the rehabilitation of prisoners in society. 


The Conference drew up reports on the réle and the task of the prison- 
chaplain, on the Vhristian responsibility for released prisoners, and on the 
relation between education, psychotherapy and the Church in prison. These re- 
ports emphasise that the Church must co-operate with the other authorities in- 
terested in the punishment of offenders, in order to help the prisoner to realise 
his responsibility and to play his part as a member of human society. The 
Church should protest, whenever the prisoner is made a mere object, either the 
object of general-preventive measures or the object of a bad system of education, 
It must always be borne in mind that the prisoner is a human being; the Church 
should therefore be more active in supporting the new ideas (introduced by secul- 
ar psychology) of character-formation in prison and of giving the prisoners the 
right psychological guidance. The Christian community does not stop short at 
the prison-walls. The prisoners are ‘still members of the Church, and members 
who are in special need of Christian fellowship. Christians should be the first 
to come forward when prisoners are released, and should help them along the 
difficult path of re-adapting themselves to society, and open channels for them. 
Crime is not the same thing as sin. The man who has not yet offended against 
the penal code needs forgiveness for his Sins,just as much as any prisoner, 


The Conference resolved to set up a Continuation Committee, to maintain 
contact between the groups interested in the punishment of offenders from the 
Christian standpoint. Especially when big international congresses and similar 
meetings are held to discuss the punishment cf offenders, those participants who 
belong to Churches which are members of the World Council should get into touch 
with one another, in order to make their point of view effective. E.P.S.Geneva 
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FIJI Centenary of Cannibal King's Conversion 
cok Steere oe Se LD he ae aye Pol Oi 


(Suva - from our correspondent):- April 30, 1954 was the centenary 
of the conversion of Ratu Cakobau, uncrowned "King of the Cannibal Isles" of 
Fiji. The Methodist Church in Fiji marked this day with great celebrations, for 
his conversion popularly represents the turning point in the conversion of the 
Fiji Islands. 87% of the 140,000 Fijians are now Methodists. 


The celebrations opened with a service of dedication on the very spot 
on the village green where King Cakobau made his public confession of faith in 
the one true God, The major event of the day Was a great centenary service held 
in the large church which Ratu Cakobau built 80 years ago, just before his death, 
It lasted nearly five hours; thirteen choirs took part; the collection itsels 
lasted two hours, /during that time a constant stream of people came to the front 
of the church to make their gifts, 


Speaking during this service Ratu George Cakobau, 0.B.H., direct 
lineal descendant of the man whose conversion was being celebrated, spoke as the 
highest chief in the land and urged the people to cherish their Church, "Work 
has to be revived as we go on," he said. "Let this centenary stir us all," 


In a broadcast over the Suva radio station, the Rev. A.R. Tippett of 
Bau, recognised as the authority on the history of the Church in Fiji, asked why 
the conversion of Ratu Cakobau is generally accepted as such a turning point in 
the history of the Church and people of Higji. He said: "It was the stroke of 
genius by means of which Cakobau lifted the Church bodily and set it square in 
the middle of the Fijian social system, taking the place that had originally 
been held by its own pagan religion. Such a dramatic change was achieved with 
no real dislocation to the social system itself. Today we have a Fijian, not a 
foreign Church in Fiji." 


The total population of Fiji is 370,000, with 140,000 Fijians, 155,000 
Indians (mostly Hindus), 14,000 Europeans and Part Huropeans, the rest are a 


cosmopolitan group. .P.S.Geneva 
HONG KONG | Russian Refugees Leave China 
“hited Resend Prisha abe absoie = Ace ed aeiechsnhltcas a Soe 


Iwo planes carrying 107 Russian refugees from China left Hong Kong 
last week. They were bound for new homes in Greece, Israel, Turkey, Brazil, 
Switzerland, Denmark, Sweden, France, Belgium and the Netherlands, The World 
Council of Churches! Service to nefugees was responsible for resettling at least 
22 of them. The planes stopped briefly in Geneva where World Council and inter- 
governmental officials welcomed them, 


Most of them were aged or ailing refugees of Russian Orthodox faith 
who have been living in Shanghai, Harbin or Tientsin since Russian revolution 
days. Visas and exit permits were arranged by voluntary agencies such as the 
World Council cf Churches, Transportation facilities were provided by govern- 
mental and inter-governmental bodies. B.P.S.Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN Church Motion on New Bomb 


A resolution on the hydrogen bomb was introduced to the full Synod in 
the Convocation of Canterbury, under the presidency of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury. The resolution, in accordance with practice, was referred to the 
Upper and Lower Houses respectively for later consideration. The motion reads: 


"That this Convocation: - Regards the existence of the hydrogen bomb 
aS a grievous enlargement of the evil inherent in all war and as a threat to the 
basic obligations of humanity and civilisation, 


"Recognises that statesmen in the discharge of their responsibilities 
and in the existing conflict of international interests and beliefs, cannot 
separate consideration of the hydrogen bomb from that of other weapons of war 
or from the total state of international relations. 


"Calls upon all statesmen urgently to seek agreement on such limita- 
tions, reductions and control of armaments as may remove immediate threats of 
war and encourage the return of mutual confidence, 


"Declares to the nations that they can only be delivered from the evils 
of war by a general submission to the laws of God. Calls upon all Vhristian 
people in their prayers, thinking, and spoken words to seek justice, righteous- 


ness, and peace for the healing of the nations," H.P.S. Geneva 
U.S.5.R. Death of the Catholicos of Armenia 


The death at the monastery of Etchmiadzin, near Erivan, in Armenia, 
of the Catholicos of the Armenian Church, the Supreme Patriarch George VI has 
been reported, He was 87 and had been Supreme Patriarch since 1945, 

HeP.eS. Geneva 


UNITED STATES Hammarsk jold Asks U.N. Support Religious Editors 


Dr Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary-~General of the United Nations, speaking 
at the Associated Church Press 35th annual meeting in New York City, told more 
than 100 editors of religious publications in America that the United Nations 
"needs the inspiration and support of those who represent the great communions 
of the spiritual world," 


In welcoming the group, who spent a full day visiting the U.N., Mr. 
Hammarsk jold told the editors to strive for the "spiritual approach" to world 
problems which he said was a commun aim of both the Churches and the United 
Nations. Because of these mutual goals the Churches have a special respons- 


ibility to understand the United Nations, #.P.o.Geneva 
UNITED STATES Protestant Churchmen Call at the Colombian Embassy 


(Washington):- A delegation of American Protestant churchmen called 
at the Colombian embassy on May 12 to express the hope that the Latin American 
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Country will guarantee the same religious freedom to the Protestant minority as 
the United States grants to the Roman Catholic minority. 


Mr. Charles P, Taft, leader of the delegation and spokesman for the 
group from the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., said 
it had expressed concern over the proposed changes in the Colombian constitu- 
tion (ef, EPS: No. 15/16), as a "severe restriction of religious freedom of Pro- 
testants," 


The Colombian official was advised, Mr, Taft said in a statement 
issued following the visit, that the constitutional changes would conflict with 
the Colombian-U.S. treaty of 1846 and with the statement on religious freedom 
in the United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 


The delegation also called attention to the statement by His Holiness 
the Pope, on December 6, 1953. He said in part "that the duty of repressing 
moral and religious error cannot, therefore, be an ultimate norm of action. It 
must be subordinate to higher and more general terms, which in some circumstances 
permit, and even perhaps seem to indicate as the better policy, toleration of 
error in order to promote a greater good." In the statement, Mr. Taft pointed 
out that Protestants, "while not admitting error, recognise the Pope's state- 
ment as a welcome declaration of a more tolerant attitude in relations with non- 
Roman Catholic faiths," 


Under the proposed changes, Mr. Taft added, Colombia would deny to 
Protestants many freedoms ~ to hold religious gatherings in homes; to publish 
magazines, books and papers; to use the public press and broadcasting facil- 
ities; and to teach freely in Protestant educational institutions. 


The delegation presented the chargé d'affaires with a copy of a letter 
of the National Council of Churches to the Evangelical Federation of Colombia, 
taking note of the distress Colombian Protestants have suffered fron religious 
persecution. 


Mr, Taft emphasised that the Protestant protests do not constitute an 
attack upon Homan Catholics. Roman Catholics, as well as Protestants,in the 
United States have expressed concern over the religious situation in Colombia. 


Other members of the delegation were: Dr W, Stanley kycroft, Secretary 
for Latin America of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A and Dr James E, ELIS; 
Administrative Secretary for Latin American Fields of the Methodist Board of 
Missions, chairman and vice-chairman respectively of the National Council's 
Committee on Cooperation in Latin America; and br Earl F, Adams, Assistant 
General Secretary of the National Council and director of its Washington Office. 

B.P.S.Geneva 
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Around Evanston 


Conferences of American and Foreign Students 

While delegates to the Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches 
meet in Evanston this August, students from the United States and nations all 
over the world will also be meeting to study some of the same issues confront-— 
ing the Assembly. 


Plans for two week~long conferences to be held concurrently with the 
Evanston Assembly were announced following the meeting (lay 14-16) of the 
Executive Committee of the United Student Christian Council, which is the re- 
lated student movement of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. Its 13 member movements reach students on 800 campuses in the U.S. 


Delegates to both conferences - an estimated 170 at each - will attend 
the open plenary sessions of the World Council and many of the Assembly dele- 
gates will give leadership to the students in various meetings and discussion 
groups. 


The first, scheduled August 15~22, is for undergraduates, overseas 
students, faculty, and student workers and is being arranged in co-operation 
with the Student Volunteer Movement, one of the oldest ecumenical student groups 
of the U.S.A., and also a unit of the National Council, Taking its theme from 
the Assembly's "Christ, the Hope of the World," it will concern itself with 
"Christian Hope and Our life in the Church," 


The second, planned for August 23-30, is the Conference of the World's 


Student Christian Federation, the world-wide student organisation which unites 
Christian young people in 56 nations of the world. Delegates will be graduates 
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and theological students, plus faculty, student workers end other students from 
overseas, 


Highlighting the conference will be a series of discussions on the 
witness of the Church in different parts of the world. Leaders will include 
Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, of the Methodist Church, who will discuss the Church's 
witness in America, and Dr Rajah B, Manikam, “roving ambassador" in East Asia 
for the World Council and the International llissionary Council, whose topic will 
be the work of the Church in Asia. Invitations have also been extended to 
Christian leaders in Czechoslovakia to speak on the Church in a Communist coun- 
try. itt is hoped also to have someone from South Africa participate, The open- 
ing address will be presented by M. Philippe Maury, General Secretary of the 


World's Student Christian Federation. H.eP.S. Geneva : 
INDIA Negotiations for Church Union 


The Miar Thoma Church (the reformed section of the ancient Syrian Church 
of South India), writes a correspondent, appointed a committee to examine the 
doctrine and practice of the Church of South India. This committee has now 
issued its report, It finds that there is no reason why there should not be 
immediate intercommunion between the two Churches on precise terms which it form- 
ulates, It further suggests that the Metropolitan of the Church should appoint 
a committee of theologians to meet the Theological Committee of the C.S.1I. to 

_ discuss corporate union. 


The Mar Thoma Church has about a quarter of a million members. It is 
entirely indigenous and self-supporting. It contains a very much higher pro- 
portion of educated people than the Church in any other part of India, and it 
is fully awake to the duty of evangelism. It has recently sent two missionaries 
into Nepal which is still closed to missionaries from the west, The Mar Thoma 
Church is unique in being the only Eastern Church which is at once Catholic and 
Reformed, having retained the historical succession of the episcopate and at the 
same time has translated its ancient liturgy into the vernacular and has an 
ardour for evangelism. In addition it has recently decided to observe Christ- 
mas on December 25 in place of observing it at Epiphany as hitherto. 

H.P.S. Geneva 


FORMOSA | Christian University a Step Forward 


(New York):~ Plans to establish the first Christian University on 
Formosa (see EPS No, 7) moved a step forward with the announcement of two gifts 
for the first two buildings ~ a chapel and a library. 


Dr Henry P. Van Dusen, president of the United Board for Christian 
Colleges in China, announced the gifts at the board's annual meeting. The board, 
an interdenominational agency which maintained 12 colleges in China before the 


Communist conquest, is sponsoring the new Formosan school. i. P.S.Geneva 
NEW GUINEA Missionaries Set Up Station in Unexplored Region 
| ohh shana eevee hatte atc ls Car enn Aire room ene ethene Sesame chal aad ST 


Christian missionaries have finally penetrated and set up a station in 
what geographers have termed one of the world's last unexplored regions ~ New 
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Guinea's Baliem Valley, The valley contains about 40C villages inhabited by an 
estimated 200,000 aboriginal natives with a virtually "stone age" culture, only 
a few of whom have ever seen a white man, No trails leading into it are known, 
and passage to it by water is made impossible because of dangerous rapids. It 

was named after a Dutch airman who once landed a plane on a lake near its edge. 


Establishment of the new mission was announced in New York on April 
234 Two clergymen, who were military pilots during the warp flew the mission 
personnel and supplies into the valley. They and the missionaries are members 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance which has headquarters in New York, 


A man and his wife, members of a partially Christianised tribe of this 
area, were taken along, because it was known that the entrance of an all-male 
party into the valley would be regarded by its inhabitants as a warlike gesture, 
The presence of one woman made it a "peace" group. For several days, however, 
the valley people avoided any contact with the mission party, But later on 
agreement has been obtained from the tribal leaders for the building of a 
station and the conduct of missionary activities. BP .oeGeneva 


The Pilgrimage of Christian Unity 


An invitation has been issued by the Committee of "Ieremia Valahul" 
(the brotherhood of the Christian Life) in Rome, near the Pontifical Oriental 
Institute, urging "all who desire Christian unity to come and pray in Rome 
during the weeks between the even of Ascension (May 21) and the Festivals of 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul (June 30)." 


The organisers of this pilgrimage describe its purpose as follows: 
"This pilgrimage aims at offering a Spiritual banquet of Catholicism, in a 
friendly setting, to all those, whether Catholics or non=-Catholics, who pray for 
unity during the January Octave... Let them come and continue their prayers 
here... in the very heart of Christendom... all those who are longing for unity 
or who have heard from afar of Christ, the Saviour of the world, and wish to 
dearn about the Church of Christ. The activities of the pilgiramge are open 
to everyone, without being compulsory. Its purpose is to create a joyful, 
friendly gathering for prayer, in order to promote the unity of the Church in 
an atmosphere of mutual confidence," 


The Pilgrimage will include: celebration of the liturgy, or of the 
Saint for the day, with sermon; meditation, and exchange of thought between 
people of different confessicns and nationalities; guided visits to the most 
illustrious monuments of Christian civilisation; and the sharing of meals - a 


revival of the "agape," B.eP.S. Geneva 
NEAR EsST Dr Harms on a Lecture Tour 


Dr Harms, of the Study Department of the World Council of Churches, 
has just spent a month on a lecture tour in the Near East (from April 21 to May 
18). He visited his Holiness the Ecumenical Patriarch cf Constantinople and a 
number of Orthodox dioceses, and also spent some time in Greece, He had the 
opportunity to discuss with the Orthodox Churches questions concerning their 
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participation in the Evanston Assembly of the World Council and its prepation. 


Dr Harms also visited several Orthodox congregations, which are not 
affiliated to the World Council of Churches, and spoke to congregations of Arabs 
and Armenians. He lectured at a course for pastors at the Theclogical Seminary 
in Beirut, and attended a meeting on refugee questions convened by the Near East 
Christian Council in Jerusalem, Everywhere he went people were very interested 
in ecumenism, Divided as they are, and struggling for their very existence 
against Islam, the Churches in the Near East have a deep longing for fellowship 
with other Protestant and Orthodox Christians in the world-wide ecumenical 


movement, £.P.S.Geneva 
GERMANY The EKD Appeals for the Abolition of Atomic 
Weapons 


(Berlin):- The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) has 
launched the following appeal to Christians all over the world, signed by its 
Chairman, Bishop Dibelius, and by its Vice-Chairman, Bishop Lilje: 


"The development of atomic weapons has for some time past filled Pro- 
testants in Germany and other countries with deep anxiety. ‘Jeapons are now being 
produced, whose purpose is the mass-destruction of human life, and against which 
there is no defence, The use of such weapons would turn international wars into 
ghastly scenes of devastation. The discovery of the hydrogen bomb is the final 
outcome of these experiments and researches. The destruction caused by this 
bomb surpasses anything hitherto imagined, It opens up such terrifying possib- 
ilities that it strikes every human heart with fear. While endeavouring not to 
let oneself be influenced by exaggerations, which are apt to creep into public 
discussion of the subject, one is nevertheless filled with horror at the thought 
of what might happen to the human race, 


In this situation Christians must say and do something, The respons- 
ibility which God has placed upon them forces them to appeal to all, who have 
power and influence, to call a halt to this development. This does not mean 
stopping scientific research, but it does mean giving due place to the most 
elementary consideration for humanity. Such consideration has been given in the 
past, when the stakes were far lower. Faced by the menace of the atom bombs, 
this must be possible. ile realise that political problems are also involved. 
lt is not the Church's affair to make detailed suggestions for the solution of 
these problems. The Church's first concern is to arouse the conscience of 
people all over the world, so that the first consideration in all nations is the 
respect for human life, 


"We urge the leaders of all the Christian Churches to appeal to their 
governments to continue the international discussions on the control of atomic 
power, and to reach agreements which may relieve humanity of this terrible 
anxiety - agreements to which all adhere. We urge them to unite with us in 
prayer to God, that the present threat to the whole future of humanity may be 
banned, and that peace may come before it is too late!" E.P.S. Geneva 
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GERMANY synod of the Evangelical Church in Berlin 


(Berlin):~ In his report to the May meeting of the Synod of the 
Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg, Dr Otto Dibelius, Bishop of Berlin, 
declared that a great change has taken place in the life of the Church. "The 
day of the state Church is finished long ago. Today we may say that the day of 
the clerical Church is finished too." The pastors are receiving more and more 
help from lay assistants (catechists, organists, lecturers, etc.,). In West 
Berlin, out of 265 pastorships, 69 are unoccupied. In the Province of Branden- 
burg one-third of all the pastorships are vacant, or else occupied by pastor's 
assistants or other substitutes. The Church is trying to overcome the increas— 
ing difficulties by appointing preachers in addition to the academically-trained 
pastors. 39 preachers are already at work, The Bishop emphasised that the 
struggle of the State against the church youth organisation in the German Demo- 
cratic Kepublic has had very harmful repercussions. About 2,00 young people 
have left the German Democratic Republic and moved into the ‘iestern zone. 
Bishop Dibelius said that they have succeeded in running some modest Protestant 
schools (one Protestant grammar-school and six elementary schools), in the face 
of great financial difficulties, Although a great deal of building is going on, 
in view of the funds at the Church's disposal, only 30 of the damaged churches 
in West Berlin can be restored. 


During its meetings the Berlin Synod passed a number of resolutions; 
we give the text of the following: 


To Pastors and Church Workers in the Eastern Zone: 

"The Synod gives thanks to God, Who not only puts desires into our 
hearts but also the means of accomplishing them, for the pastors of our Church, 
their wives and their assistants, who continue faithfully to work in their 
churches, and are determined to remain at their posts in spite of all the ex- 
ternal difficulties and spiritual oppression by which they are faced, The Synod 
assures them, that this is the obedience which God expects from them. God will 
bless them ana through them the whole Church, 


"In the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg we are particularly tempted to 
withdraw our obedience and thus lose the spiritual gain that is bound up with 
it, by escaping into the .estern Zone. We must not cloak what is often only 
fear and anxiety under the expressicn 'a call to another church!' Do not let us 
change our Church in this way without asking the advice of our fellow-pastors 
and the leaders of the Church! We must not on any account leave our congrega- 
tion unless they have found another pastor. Let us consider the disastrous con- 
sequences for the faith of our congregations if we desert them, in order to live 
an easier life! 


"The Synod appeals to the young theological students and pastors in West 
Berlin and Western Germany: the plight of the orphaned Churches is crying out 
for your help! Re-examine in all seriousness the reasons which are holding you 
back; Let us tell you that you are depriving yourselves of great spiritual ex- 
periences which God bestows on those who make decisions of faith, and which will 
never be yours if you cling to security." 
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On Espionage 

"The Synod is shocked to learn of the way in vhich German people, 
especially young people, are being used as spies and forced to become informers. 
The Church implores the authorities both in the Eastern and Vestern Zones not to 
go on using German people for these criminal purposes. The Church warns every- 
one, especially young people, against malicious insinuations, promises and 
threats made by unscrupulous people. The Church is at the service of anyone 
who wishes to free himself from such entanglements," 


The School Question 

"In 1951 the Synod of Berlin-Brandenburg... said: 'The Synod is serious- 
ly concerned about the ever clearer development of the state school into an in- 
stitution for instruction in the pure religion of materialism.! This fear has 
now been realised, The state school in the German Democratic Republic and in 
the democratic sector of Derlin today is a school of instruction in the religion 
of materialism and thus an instrument in the political struggle. In accordance 
with the most recent ordinances of the Minister of Education, passed on March 
20 and April 5, 1954, every teacher, as a state employee, is at the same time 
‘an official of the labour-force in industry and agriculture!, He is expected, 
and his pupils are also expected, 'to show clearly their support of the party 
both in the lessons and in the examinations,! 


"This means that, contrary to the xpress assurances of President 
Grotewohl given on June 10, 1953, every teacher and every pupil is forced to 
accept the materialist view of life, It means that Christian parents lose their 
rights, and it imposes an intolerable burden on the conscience of Protestant 
teachers and pupils. That is why we insist once again that Protestant schools 
must be built in the German Democratic Republic and in the democratic sector of 
Berlin, and that Protestant children must be housed in Protestant homes," 


Missions and the Church 

The Synod resolved to appoint the Synodal Committee on "the Incorpora- 
tion cf foreign Missions in the Church" as a permanent Committee, Its purpose 
is to promote the cc-operation of the separate missionary societies, to inform 
the Synod about the missionary work, and to help in strengthening the missionary 
effort and the missionary responsibility of the Uhurches and church organisations. 


In order to carry out these tasks the Synod decided to form a Board of 
Missions composed cf church leaders. All the missionary societies domiciled in 
the Church-province are represented on this Board. In accordance with the deci- 
sion of the Synod, the Church shares responsibility for the training, examina- 
tion, ordination and sending out of missionaries. In order that students of 
theology may be better informed about missions, they will have to pass examina- 
tions in Missicns and Hcumenics, This decision means that the responsibility for 
missionary work no longer rests solely on the missionary so .ieties or on small 
circles of interested people, but on the whole Church, It takes due account of 
the tremendous changes which have taken place in international affairs, and 
which have had particular effect on the missionary activity of the Church. In 
the Younger Churches great movements are taking place; the ecumenical ties be- 
tween the Churches working in the mission field are growing stronger; the work 
of the Church is becoming more independent of the State; and the Church is 
growing less clerical, less introverted and less pietistic." B.P.S.Geneva 
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Evanston Notes 


Bridge Building in the World Council of Churches 

"The time has come to mobilise that largely latent capacity for bridge 
building which we have in the world-wide Church," Dr W.A, Visser 't Hooft, 
General Secretary of the World Council of chenches: told the General ele bee of 
the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. in Detroit on May 23, Characterising the 
Second Assembly of the W.C.C., which will meet in Evanston next August, as "a 


unique opportunity to render common witness, he said: 


"An Assembly which exists in order to witness to the basic unity of 
the people of God must of course include the representatives of Churches of as 
many races, as many nations, as many political regimes as can possibly be 
brought together on the basis of common faith in Jesus Christ as the one hope 
of the world, To exclude, for political reasons, any who desire to be there and 
belong to the World Council fellowship would mean to deny the very raison d'étre 
of our movement, One of our main purposes is precisely to witness to the power 
of Christ’ to gather men from widely different backgrounds who may hold divergent 
views concerning secular affairs, The deeply divided world of our time needs 
badly a demonstration that Christians remain in a very deep sense of the word 
‘on speaking terms' even though their viewpoints may differ in many respects... 


"We must counterbalance the forces which make for division between 
Asia and Africa on the one hand, and the Western world on the other, by the 
common convictions which the Churches in these parts of the world hold in 
common, “e must do the same in relation to the threat of estrangement between 
EBurope and the United States. 
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"And this same truth holds for the deepest division of all ~ the divi- 
sion between the great power-blocks, In this matter we have of course to reckon 
with circumstances and situations over which we have no control. There are 
member Churches of the World Council (such as those in China) with which we are 
not able to maintain normal communication and who will therefore not be repre- 
sented at the Assembly, But there are other Churches living on the Eastern side 
of the curtain which are able to maintain their contacts with the World Council 
and who desire to be represented at the Assembly. From the point of view of the 
Council it is essential that they be given the cpportunity to participate. For 
we want to make it as clear as possible that the only criterion for participa- 
tion in the Council is a spiritual criterion - the acceptance of our basis which 
implies recognition of Christ as the only Head of the Church. As long as we are 
convinced that a Church takes its stand on that supreme loyalty we desire fellow- 
ship with it, 


"Now in the case of the Churches concerned we believe that they seek 
to serve that one Lord, Some of us, in fact many of us, disagree with certain 
positions which church leaders from that area have taken, but that is not a 
sufficient reason to break fellowship with them, Again we are convinced that 
our task is to strengthen the cause of Christ in all parts of the world and 
there is no doubt that Churches in the kind of situation in Yhich the Churches 
of Eastern Europe find themselves, have received an can receive vast encourage- 
ment and inspiration through their participation in a wider fellowship. 


"In our meetings in different parts of the world, in Holland, Switzer- 
land,ingland and India, we have therefore welcomed representatives from the 
Churches in Eastern Europe. We are eager to maintain that tradition as we meet 
in the U.S.A. The group which may cone from the Churches concerned will only 
represent a very small fraction of the total Assembly, but their presence is 
important as an indication that we are not a Western Council of Churches but a 
World Council of Churches and that our concern is with the Church of Christ 


wherever it lives and renders its witmess," BeP.o.Geneva 
UNITED STATES No Segregation in Public Schools 


The National Council of the Churches of Ghrist in the U.S.A. meeting 
in the 100-year-old First Methodist Church at Evanston, in which the devotional 
sections of the Second Assembly of the Werld Council of Churches will be held, 
hailed the Supreme Court decision outlawing segregation in public schools. The 
Board said the Supreme Court decision is a "milestone in the achievement of 
human rights, that gives promise of further steps for translating into reality 
Christian and democratic ideals," 


In a statement offered by Ralph Arkush, for the Department of Racial 
and Cultural Relations, the.Board recognised that implementing the decision will 
test "the goodwill and discipline of people in many communities," adding "we 
know that the Churches and individual Christians will continue to exert their 
influence and leadership to help the authorised agencies in the several commun- 
ities to bring about a complete compliance with the decision,'! 


The text of the statement on the Supreme Court decision, adopted by a 
vote of 48 to 3, follows: ; 
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"The unanimous decision of the Supreme Court that segregation in the 
public schools is unconstitutional gives a clear status in law to a fundamental 
Christian and American principle. The decision will have far-reaching effects 
in the whole nation and the world, 


"It offers the promise of further steps for translating into reality 
Christian and democratic ideals, The decision is a milestone in the achievement 
of human rights, another evidence of the endeavour to respect the dignity and 
worth of all men, 


"The complexity of implementing the decision is recognised by the Court 
which has set the cases for further reargument on the formulation of the decrees. 
fo put the decision into effect will test the goodwill and discipline of people 
in many communities, Adjustments will be more difficult in some localities than 
in others. In the period of transition from one pattern to another (whatever 
the length of the period to be prescribed by the Court), we know that the 
Churches and individual Christians will continue to exert their influence and 
leadership to help the authorised agencies in the several communities to bring 
about a complete compliance with the decision of the Supreme Court. The law of 
neighbourliness is the great guide available to Christians as they deal with 
this situation in their local communities. 'Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself.' The second part of the Great Commandment contains the potential for 
lifting men to a new level of social responsibility and for creating new dimen- 


sions of human brotherhood,! #.P.5. Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Church Leaders Attack New Education Act 
(Johannesburg):- Roman Catholic and Anglican leaders of South Africa 


have publicly attacked the government's new Bantu Education Act which is expect- 
ed to be put into effect some time this year. Dr Richard Ambrose Reeves, 
Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, said that changes envisaged in the Act would 
destroy "the whole structure of missionary education." Meanwhile, in Pretoria, 
the ‘oman Catholic bishops of South Africa issued a statement viewing the impli- 
cations of the legislation with "grave concern," 


the Act removes all ordinary schooling of Bantus, including the large 
number of Christian mission schools, from the supervision of the various pro- 
vincial educational authorities and puts it under the federal "Native Affairs 
Ministry." Dr H.F. Verwoerd, head of the Ministry, is one cf the advocates of 
racial segregation, 


The Catholic prelates said the Act seems to "threaten the existence" 
of mission schools and that the hierarchy hopes to open negotiations with the 
Government aimed at reaching a solution acceptable tc both parties. "We are 
convinced," the bishops said, "that religion must continue to be an integral 
part of education and that only the Church is competent in the religious field." 
They paid tribute to the harmonious relationship between Church and State in the 
past, which, they said, had "contributed substantially to the welfare of the 
country and of the South African people generally," 


Dr Keeves said that South Africa owes much to the gmerosity of church 
people and the self-sacrifice of Christian missions and that, if the Government 
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had evidenced goodwill and co-operation, mission schools could have been shaped 
into "a worthy instrument of native education... Not for a moment would I deny 
that the mission schools had many faults and failings and that some of them were 
very far from what educational institutions ought to be. But it is probable 
that for some years the new education being offered the Africans will be even 
more inefficient than the old," 


The Anglican leader pointed out that, since the new Act permits only 
a 50 per cent salary grant to teachers in schools electing to remain independent 
of the Government, it will be impossible for most missions to maintain their 


schools, H.P.S. Geneva 
KOREA Korea's Oldest Christian College Re-opens 


(Seoul):- Union Christian College re-opened in Seoul after being 
closed for 17 years. Ceremonies marking the occasion were held in Yong Nak 
Presbyterian church, the school's temporary quarters. Founded in 1907 at 
Pyongyang, now the capital of North Korea, it was the first college ever estab- 
lished in Korea, The Japanese, who had annexed Korea in 1910, forced the school 
to close down in 1937 in a dispute over Shinto shrines. 


- Dr H.N. Paik, President of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
presided at the ceremonies. Others present were Dr Han Kyung Chik, president 
of the College, vice-moderator of the Korean Presbyterian General Assembly and 
pastor of Yong Nak church; the Korean Vice-Minister of Education, and the Mayor 
of Seoul. Dr Han said that more than 1,700 students had applied for admission 
to its two schools - liberal arts and law and economics — but that only 200 of 


them could be accommodated. BeP.S. Geneva 
INDIA Nehru Indicates Curb on Foreign Missionaries 
(New Delhi):- Prime Minister Nehru told the Lower House of Parliament 


that the Government is not in favour of increasing the number of missionaries in 
the country. According to Religious News Service (New York) he also indicated 
that missionary activities in border areas would be restricted, 


The Prime Minister's comments were in reply to criticisms that foreign 
missionaries, especially Americans, were allowed to conduct activities in the 
Uttar Pradesh state on the Indo-Tibetantorder. The claim was made that some of 
the missions owned immovable property and extensive farm lands beyond the for- 
bidden "inner line." This "inner line" is the farthest limit prescribed by the 
Uttar Pradesh Government beyond which no foreigner is allowed to go Without per- 
mission from the authorities, 


While Mr. Nehru referred primarily to missionary activity in border 
areas, he said that in other areas local problems also were made difficult "by 
the presence of an excessive number of missionaries," 


The Government regards this question as a political problem and not a 
religious one, Wr. Nehru said. He declared that Christianity is a respected 
religion in India and the good work of missionaries in public health and educa- 
tion is appreciated in the country. But the presence of foreigners, particular- 
ly in border areas, is looked upon with suspicion, B.P.S. Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN The Church of Scotland's Commission on Communi sm 
Sot DALLALN EO ne Sv OMIM SSLON ON VOmmunism 


A statement from the final report of the Church of Scotland General 
Assembly's Commission on Communism, drawn up after five years! study of the 
problem, will be raised in the appropriate section of the Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Evanston. This was decided on the suggestion of the Very 
Rev. Dr. J. Hutchison Cockburn. 


The report maintains the note which the Commission has struck five 
years ago: the Church's response to Communism should be positive; it should 
concentrate not primarily on refuting Marxism or urging Christians to band to- 
gether for the defence of "Christian Civilisation," but on trying to show what 
lights specifically Christian thought sheds on the great social and political 
questions of the age, 


Throughout the report insists that the practice of formulating ab- 
stract principles about politics and society and then setting out to apply them 
to the realities of life has nothing in common with the spirit of the Bible, A 
Christian social theory must have principles, but they can never be wholly de- 
tached from circumstances, and they must be arrived at through a constant ob- 
servation of the world as it is, made fearlessly from the standpoint of Christ- 
ian revelation. Because of the Commission's grasp of these maxims, it has been 
saved from the appearance of setting up another "ideology" to outbid Communism 
in its claims on human fanaticism. The enemies of liberty in the twentieth 
century have not been self-interested realists openly seeking personal power, 
but rebels against reality who have tried to impose on human affairs a simple 
order of which they are not capable, For this reason, the most valuable con- 
temporary contribution of Christian thought is the realism of the Bible, 


The Bible, however, has a strictly limited direct reference to politics 
and society. In the light of its teaching, some opinions about morals and 
politics may be confidently pronounced to be wrong; but the judgment of many 
others must be made by close and specialised study of different aspects of 
social experience. The Church cannot renounce these controversial questions, 
though it may not be able to achieve a common mind about them. Equally, it 
cannot become a political party, but it can and must exhort its members, and 
particularly its laity, to apply themselves to these questions, from the stand- 
point of theology but with all the aid which human science can supply. Whether 
their contribution is made collectively or individually, whether in harmony or 
in charitable and fruitful conflict with each other, it will, in a real sense, 
be the contribution of the Church, and it will bear the authentic mark of its 


Christian origin. E.P.S. Geneva 
GREECE \lessage of the Greek !vangelical Church 
inotlecsnelacens ene ee Ye Ot VU Cr 


The General Assembly of the Greek Evangelical Church at a special 
meeting held in Athens at Ester time voted unanimously to send out the follow- 
ing message: 


"We thank and praise God that He has preserved and has blessed our 
fatherland so that we live in a free constitutional regime, That we have in the 
Constitution of our country the guarantee of our religious freedom as well as 
the blameless functioning of justice in our land, 
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"We glorify God and our Lord Jesus Christ for in these critical days 
the whole world is passing through with agony and fear dominating both rulers 
and people everywhere, the children of God can look to Him who is the Light and 
the only hope of the world, We thank God for every movement that aims to unite 
all Christian forces in a truly ecumenical spirit, for the united confrontation 
on the part of the Christian Churches, of the common foes of faith, 


"We once again appeal to all our Evangelical brethren throughout the 
world to continue praying for the children of Greece that were taken away by 
force some years ago and still remain in foreign lands in constant danger of 
being saturated by anti-Christian ideas. ie wholeheartedly request our brethren, 
as they have done in the past, to continue helping both morally and materially 
our country, that it may be able to alleviate the sufferings of its people from 
the calamities that befell it. 


"We ask God's blessing on all those in our country who honestly work 
for the spiritual awakening of our people by the spreading of the Word of God. 


"we declare our determination to go on, whatever may be the cost, 
rendering our contribution to the spreading of the Gospel of divine love to our 
thirty people according to the Lord's command. For one hundred years our Church 
as a spiritual body, consisting of free Greek citizens, has shared by all her 
forces in the effort for the revival of the Christian values and the strengthen- 
ing of the national spirit in our country. This we shall keep doing under 
whatever circumstances. 


"We express our deepest regret and we protest against certain eccle- 
Siastical leaders of the State Church who, contrary not only to the ecumenical 
spirit and the liberal feelings of the whole of the Greek people, but also 
against the provision of the Constitutional Charter of the country, are attempt- 
ing to repress our religious freedom, influencing sometimes certain state 
authorities which are usually ignorant of religious and ecclesiastical questions. 


"Wwe call upon all the members of our Uhurch to stand firm in the faith 
of the Gospel and to remember the words of our Lord who said 'Pray for those 
that persecute you! so that by the grace of the Holy Spirit and by their purity 
of life and spotless conduct in Christ, they may silence every opponent and 


dispel every false accusation," B.P.S.Geneva 
CAMBODIA New Cambodian Bible 


The first Cambodian Bible has just been published by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society in London. Fifty copies have been flown out to Indo-China, 
in spite of the prevailing war conditions cf the country, as free eee to 50 
Cambodian Churches, 


It has originally been intended to print the new Bible in Cambodia, by 
type-set process, and appropriate type was produced in Paris for that purpose, 
Owing to customs problems and the disturbed state of the country this did not 
prove possible. HeP.S. Geneva 
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Roman Catholic Bible Promotion 


Several Roman Catholic publishing-houses in French-speaking countries 
have been working during the last few years on new editions and commentaries on 
the Bible. We give below some figures relating to the most important, 


The "Jerusalem Bible" published by the "Editions du Cerf" (Paris) in 
the form of booklets with introduction and notes, is now almost completed. 
15,000 copies of some of these booklets have been printed, but one cannot obtain 
a true picture of the size of the edition until the whole Bible is published 
(as it shortly will be) in one single volume. 


The "Editions de Maredsous" (B-lgium) have published the following: 
one million copies of the Gospel in pamphlet form; 60,000 copies of the Acts 
of the Apostles; 80,000 New Testaments; 108,000 copies of the Bible. (in three 
different sizes since 1950), 


Over 100,000 copies of the non-commercial Bible have been published, 
under the direction of Vardinal Liénart. 


The "Cahiers de la Ligue Catholique de 1l'Evangile! are distributed not 
only by subscription but in quantity. 12,00 or 15,000 copies of some of these 
books have been distributed, 


Over 200,000 copies of a popular edition of the Message of the New 
Testament have been distributed, edited by the Ligue Catholique de 1'Evangile, 
It has also just published a very simple edition of the Old Testament. Every 
year the Ligue arranges a Bible competition open to all the students at the 
seminaries and houses of religious study, This year the first prize was won 
by a student from Metz; the prize is a visit to Jerusalem. Extremely interest- 


ing papers were also sent in by non-white students. HeP.o. Geneva 
Uae elt. | Church News 


The famous Thomanerchor recently returned to Leipzig after a tour of 
Western Germany, Switzerland, France, Belgium and Luxemburg. According to the 
Evangelical Press Service in Bethel (Germany), the choir plans to visit the 
Soviet Union from June 8 to 30, where it will give concerts in Moscow, Leningrad 
and other towns. 


According to reports from foreign correspondents in Moscow, the Soviet 
Government is beginning to restore some of the famous churches in Moscow, both 
outside and inside. The well-known Cathedral of St. Basil, which stands in the 
Red Square, is being overhauled from the foundations right up to the towers, 
both inside and outside, and the original colours are being restored. The 
scaffolding has already been erected. In the same way the Petrosky monastery, 
which dates from the 16th century, is to be restored. But neither of these 
buildings has been used for church purposes for many years. During the first 
years after the Revolution the Cathedral of St. Basil was used to house a 
museum of atheism. 


— 
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We have received some interesting news from Propst Grilber, the repre- 
sentative of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany to the Government 
of the German Democratic Republic. When he was staying in East Berlin the 
Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Nicolai issued invitations (on behalf of the Moscow 
Patriarch) to a number of leaders in the Evangelical Church and Professors of 
theology, to study church conditions in the Soviet Union. This visit to Moscow 
is to take place before the Leipzig Kirchentag, i.e, by the beginning of July at 
the latest. The visit will be conducted by Pastor Niemoller, head of the Foreign 


Office of the Evangelical Church, E.P.S. Geneva 
GERLANY Re-Opening of the Wartburg 


The Wartburg (in the Eastern Zone), this magnificent monument to German 
history and a place for Lutheran pilgrimages ~ more than 25,000 visited it last 
year - is administered by a Foundation which has collected money over many years 
for its restoration, The State has to some extent supported the work by financ- 
ial grants and by lending some masterpieces from the State Galleries. The 
wartburg was not damaged during the war, During the two last centuries very 
much of the interior was lost through too far-reaching restorations, 


The celebration for the re-opening of the Wartburg (May 22-23) was 
attended by Bishop llitzenheim, of Hisenach/Thuringia, and by Pastor Fors, repre- 
sentative in Berlin of the Department of Inter-Church Aid of the World Council 
of Churches and of the Lutheran World Federation, The opening speech was de- 


livered by the Minister for Cultural Affairs, Dr J.R. Becher, ik, P.5.Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN | Survey of Billy Graham's Campaign 


Three months have passed since Dr Billy Graham outlined. to press re- 
presentatives his plan of campaign for the Greater London Crusade. Last week 
the final press conference was held, to give Dr Graham the opportunity to sum- 


_-marise the events of the last 12 weeks, 


Mr. Jerry Beavan, Executive Secretary, gave some impressive figures. 
Attendances at Harringay had reached the total of 1,336,500, and recorded deci- 
sions for Christ were 28,209, Since April 16, when meetings began to be relayed 
to the provinces on G.P.0. lines, there had been 405 relays. The Post Office 
had stated that this was the largest system of extensions they had ever handled, 
and lines had been dug up that had not been used since the war. 


Asked whether he thought there were signs of a religious awakening in 
Britain, Billy Graham replied that he felt "we were on the verge of the greatest 
spiritual awakening in our history." One indication of this had been the response 
of undergraduates in the Universities, At Cambridge he had addressed 8y 500; 
nearly half the total number of students, and after twice repeating the invita- 
tion, because he thought they had misunderstood, about two-thirds of the company 
signified their acceptance of Christ. When spiritual blessing began in intel- 
lectual circles, vihere were the leaders of the future, it would penetrate to the 
man in the street, . 


Dr Graham strongly emphasised that he was not establishing an organisa- 
tion in the wake of the Crusade, The object was to get the converts into the 
Churches, and he rejoiced to know that the membership of many had increased. 

BP .S.Geneva 
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Evanston Notes 


Ticket Sale for Non-Official Participants 
Tickets to the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 


Evanston, next August, promise "to be as hard to come by as tickets for a world 

Series baseball game." Just 30 days after 33,000 tickets for public session of 

the Assembly went on sale in Evanston, 26,000 had been snapped up. At this rate 
all general admissions will be gone two and a half months before the World Coun- 
cil .convenes, 


To enable the general public to sit in on part of the Assembly, 3,000 
tickets had been set aside for each of 11 plenary sessions in McGaw Hall on the 
campus of Northwestern University. These are in addition to 1,600 sets of 
tickets for all 25 plenary sessions that have been distributed through Churches . 
belonging to the World Council, various local councils of Churches, and the 
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 


Interested persons who write immediately may still be able to secure 
tickets on a "first come, first served" basis. Orders, accompanied by a stamped, 
self-addressed envelope and $1,00 for each ticket requested, may be sent to the 
office of World Council Tickets, 1800 Sheridan Road, Evanston, Illinois, USA. 


Those who miss the plenary sessions may still attend the Ecumenical 
Festival of Faith to be held the night of August 15 in Soldier Field, Chicago, 
which has a seating capacity of 100,000. 


New Ecumenical Hymns Honour 1!.C.C. Assembly 


About five hundred ecumenical hymns have recently been written at the 
invitation of the Hymn Society of America in recognition of the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches. 


nein NG IOI EO Eee UNS NGO LCL HOSE BE LO WE ORE CER TST PENSAR Cr ER > 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its mews items. 
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The Hymn Society has chosen eleven of these hymns for publication in 
a booklet, "Eleven Ecumenical Hymns," which they expect to have wide use in 
churches everywhere, both in connection with the Assembly and in the years ahead, 
The first choice of the Hymn Society was a hymn by Dr. Georgia Harkness, of the 
Faculty of Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley, California, It is translated 


also in French and German, H.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Anti-Nuclear Weapons Appeal to American Churches 


Dr Michio Kozaki, Moderator of the United Church of Christ in Japan 
(Kyodan), left Tokyo for the United States to bring to American Churches a 
statement his Church has adopted against the development of nuclear weapons. 


The statement warns that the Japanese people "will no longer give 

_ heed to what the missionaries sent out from your country preach" unless the 
Churches of America "show a definite attitude" in regard to the problems of 
nuclear weapons, Describing the H-bomb as "today's most acute oroblem of 
Christian ethics as well as a political and military one, it raises the question 
whether American Churches "are not being severely questioned as never before by 
God and by the people of the world concerning their responsibility," 


"As Christians and as citizens of the country that has sustained damage 
three times from atomic and hydrogen bombs," the statement goes on, "we cannot 
help having great misgivings over the mere existence of such terrible weapons. 
We hope you will understand that your Churches can make a contribution to the 
evangelisation of Japan nct only by sending people and money but even more by 
setting an example of unflinching Christian conscience,!! 


The statement closes by saying that the Kyodan realises its appeal 
must be ultimately addressed to "the Churches of all countries possessing the 
H-bomb," but that the plea is being directed first to American Churches because 
of "their influential place among the Churches of the world. Wie anticipate that 
the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches will serve as a good opport- 
unity for the Churches of the world to take this problem up in earnest." 


Dr Kozaki is chairman-designate of the Japanese delegation to the 
Evanston Assembly, Earlier he and other officials of the National Christian 
Council of Japan had conferred with Dr Thoburn T, Brumbaugh, administrative 
secretary for Japan, Korea and the Philippines of the liethodist Board of Foreign 
Missions and a member of the Department of International Justice and Goodwill of 
the National Council of Churches in the U.S.A., on ways to reduce some of the 
tensions developing over Japanese-American relations, 


Dr Brumbaugh told the Japanese Protestant leaders that, as the result 
of an earlier resolution on atomic energy by the Japanese Council (see EPS No, 
17), the American church body's international justice Department is drafting a 


new statement on weapons of mass destruction. H.P.S.Geneva 
CEYLON The Asian Prime Ministers ileet Religious Deputation 


(Colombo):- A unique example of co-operation between the various 
religious communities in Ceylon occurred when representatives of Buddhist, Hindu, 
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luslim and “oman Catholic organisations, together with the members of the Nation 
al Christian Council, held a social gathering at Sravasti on April 28 to welcome 
the five Asian Prime Ministers, and to present them with an address. 


The address, while recognising the vigour with which economic and 
political problems were being tackled, urged the importance of religion in build- 
ing the new society in South East Asia. "The menace of the hydrogene bomb has 
shown that, by following the path of purely material progress, man has unleash- 
ed forces which will ultimately bring about his own annihilation. Only a moral 
revolution, which can be effected by religion and religion alone, can save man— 
kind, We ask, therefore, that religion should be accepted as the most potent 
force for good in the world, and that every endeavour be made to promote the 
growth of the religious spirit in mankind," 


On the whole, says "The Christian News Bulletin" of Ceylon, "the event 
belied their fears. The occasion was a happy one, and the statement was more 
specific and forceful than might have been expected. If nothing very much was 
achieved, it was a great deal better that the Christian Churches should be as- 
sociated with such an affirmation of spiritual values, than that it should have 
stood aloof, - an attitude which would in itself have been indefensible, and 


would have been widely misunderstood and misinterpreted." E.P.S. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Ecumenical Statement by the Church of Scotland 


The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland has adopted the follow- 
ing statement "in the interests of the cause of unity," 


"The Church of Scotland, believing in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church, and acknowledging one baptism for the remission of sins, affirms its in- 
tention of seeking closer relations with every Church with which it stands in 
fundamental doctrinal agreement, but from which it is separated in matters of 
government and the ordering of the ministry. 


"In its approach to other Churches in which it discerns the one Body of 
Christ, the Church of Scotland would desire to look beyond the divisions of 
history to the ultimate fulness and unity of the Church's life in Christ, and 
to affirm its readiness to consider how the contributions of all such Churches 
may be embraced within that unity and fulness; always, however, in agreement 
with the Word of God and the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith. 


"In such approaches the Church of Scotland would seek to join, humbly 
penitently, with its sister Churches in fulfilment of Christ's prayer that all 
who believe in Him might be one," 


The Assembly has instructed that the statement be read in all churches 
either on Whit Sunday or on the opening day of the Evanston Assembly (August 15). 
B.eP.S. Geneva 


Dr H.H.Harms Associate Director of the Study Department of WCC 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches has decided 
to appoint Dr Hans Heinrich Harms (of Germany) as Associate Director of the 
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Study Department of the \orld Council of Churches. Dr Harms has accepted the 
appointment, 


Dr Harms is forty years of age and comes from the Evangelical Intheran 
Church of Hanover. He studied theology at the Universities of Gottingen and 
Bonn and at Princeton Theological Seminary (U.S.A.). In 1946 he was appointed 
lecturer on Ecumenics at the University of Gottingen, until he was called to 
Frankfurt in 1950 by the Foreign Office of the Hvangelical Church in Germany 
to be "Oberkirchenrat" and was made responsible for ecumenical questions. DdSince 
December 1, 1952, Dr Harms has been working as a Secretary in the Study Depart- 
ment of the World Council of Churches at its Geneva headquarters. H.P.S.Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN British Conference over ‘ihitsun Holiday 


The British Council of Churches held a conference over the Whitsun 
weekend at Swanwick in Derbyshire. More than two hundred and fifty delegates 
came from all over the British Isles. The great majority were laymen and women 
in a wide variety of occupations, and belonging to all the member Churches of 
the Council, The chairman was Dr Norman Goodall of the International Mission- 
ary Council, who is President of the Congregational Union of England and Wales, 


Bible study was led by Professor Norman Snaith of the Methodist Church 
from Headingley College, and the chaplain was Dr A.C. Craig of the Church of 
Scotland. Dr Ernest Payne, General Secretary of the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland spoke on the Church in Britain today. He pointed out that 
fifty years ago such a title could only have meant the Church of England, and 
an address by a Free churchman would probably have been in criticism. Today it 
is possible to talk of the Church in Britain meaning the life and witness of 
all the Churches. Mr. J.F. Wolfenden, Vice Chancellor of Reading University 
gave a provocative address on the task of the Church today as seen by a layman. 
The closing address on "The Way Forward" was given by the Bishop of Middleton, 
the Rt. Rev. Frank Woods. 


The World Council of Churches was represented by Dr Robert Mackie, and 
by Canon Oliver Tomkins, chairman of the Working Committee of the Commission on 
Faith and Order. 


This meeting marked a real step forward in bringing church people to- 


gether in an ecumenical setting on a national scale. #.P.S.Geneva 
TSRAEL Modern Road for Pilgrims to the Lake of Genezareth 


The official traffic authorities in Israel have now completed laying 
the first modern road between Capernaum and Tiberias; it runs along by the 
Lake of Genezareth for about ten kilometres. The money for building the road 
was granted by an American fund, which is thereby also serving a religious pur- 
pose, whereas it usually confines itself to technical and economic problems. 
Capernaum is a place of worship both for Jews and Christians, The new road will 
make it easier for tourists and pilgrims to visit it, as the old ways of access 
were extremely primitive. H.eP.o. Geneva 
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Use ells with the Baptists of 
Moscow 


Writing in "The Baptist Times" (London, June 3, 1954), lir. Rul, 
Charley describes his recent visit to Moscow where he took a message of greet— 
ings from Baptists of Great Britain to Baptists of Moscow, 


"With a letter of introduction from Dr, E.A, Payne (General Secretary 
of the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland), I went alone to the Baptist 
church, only to find, twenty minutes before service time, that the building was 
packed to the doors, However, an officer, seeing I was a foreigner, forced a 
way for me to the door of the minister's vestry, but I was not admitted until 
my letter had been read, and then a warm welcome was given me, through Rev. A, 
Karev, the Secretary General of the All-Union Council cf Evangelical Christian 
Baptists,who spoke some English and was mot helpful in giving me points about 
the service as it progressed, A conference of Baptists of the U.S.S.R. was 
taking place in Moscow and I met Rev. Jacob Zhidkov, the President of the 
Baptist Union, also a representative from the Baltic States, and the leader of 
the Baptists in the Ukraine where half the Russian Baptist churches are located... 


"It was a revelation to look down on that congregation of over 2,000, 
about one third of them standing in the aisles, stairs and vestibules, includ- 
ing many old folk. I admired their zeal especially when I realised the service 
would last for two hours twenty minutes during which there were three sermons... 
Congregational singing was very hearty in spite of the fact that very few had 
hymn-books and the minister read each verse... 


"Mr, Karev explained to me that the morning congregation came from 
afar, some making a journey of many kilometres... During the week there are 
three services, all of them lasting over two hours, The average Sunday collec-~ 
tions amount to about 4,000 roubles (£360), 


"The minister did not speak English but he introduced me to the con- 
gregation, and then I gave my message of greeting, Mr. Karev interpreting into 
Russian, When I mentioned that, whatever our country or ‘language, we Baptists 
had the assurance that we belonged to one family in Jesus Christ, there was a 
loud murmur of approval... During the 1. st chorus the congregation waved hanker- 
chiefs and the minister kissed me on the cheek, We waited for the congregation 
to disperse, but many of them waited to shake hands with me, They told me that 
they hope twelve of fifteen of them will come to London for the Congress in 


Ob Des o'! #.P.S.Geneva 
ITALY Synod of the ilethodist Church 
ftant pynod of ene wMetnodist vhurch 


(Rome ):- At the Synod of the Methodist Church in Italy, held from 
April 28 to May 2 at Portici, the participation of lay delegates Was, as usual, 
very effective, 


Among the questions discussed particular emphasis was given to Evan- 
gelism, women's ministry, and youth work, 
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Concerning the proposed union between the Methodist Church and the 
Waldensian Church, the Synod passed unanimously a resolution endorsing "the 
ideal and prophetic spirit with which the negotiations have been heretofore 
conducted; expressing the wish that union between the two Churches be realised 
in the same spirit, for the promoting of evangelism in Italy; and directing 
the Permanent Committee to continue negotiations so that this union be a new 
witness of faith on the principles common to all Protestants in Italy." 


The Synod re-elected Pastor Emanuele Sbaffi as President and General 
Superintendent of the Methodist Church in Italy. He will represent Italian 
Methodism to the Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston. 

HeP.S. Geneva 


INDONESIA Dedication of Protestant Church 


(Ambon):~ President Achmad Soekarno was a principal speaker at cere- 
monies dedicating a new Protestant church built in Ambon by the Indonesian 
Government to replace a smaller structure bombed during the war and leveled 
in postwar disturbances (see EPS No. 12). 


"Indonesia is a national State in which the Islamic and Christian re- 
ligions can develop side by side," the Republic's Moslem President said. 


The new 1,500-seat structure will be the main church of the Amboina 
Synod of the Protestant Church of Indonesia. The latter, an autonomous and in- 
digenous church body of some 1,100,000 members, is a member of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, The Australian Conference of the World Council provided the 
altar and some interior furnishings for the new building. There is a window in 
this church with the symbol of the World Council upon it. 


There are over 2,000,000 Protestants among Indonesia's nearly 80 
million population. One of the gr-atest concentrations of Protestants is in 
the Molucea Islands, which include Amboina and Celebes, where mass conversions 
of entire tribes occurred during the 19th century. The Amboina Synod reports 
about 250,0L0 members and the Minahassa (southern Celebes) Synod about 350,000, 


f.P.eoeGeneva 
GERviANY Pastor Menn Receives an Honorary Doctorate 


The Faculty of Protestant Theology of Bonn University has conferred 
an honorary doctorate on Pastor Wilhelm Menn, the Director of the Ecumenical 
Centre at Frankfurt a/ilain, for his services to the ecumenical movement. 

Dr Menn began his work as a Pastor in his own Church in the Rhineland, and has 
for many years played a leading part in the ecumenical work of the German 
Churches, His special responsibility at the moment is the preparatory study- 


work in Germany for the approaching Assembly at Evanston, #.P.S. Geneva 
UNITED STATES Toward the Reunion of American Presbyterians 


(Detroit ):- A major step forward toward the reunion of American 
Presbyterian groups was taken on May 21, The 166th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.. voted unanimously to approve a merger plan 
that may unite 3,500,000 Presbyterians into one body (see EPS No. 1). 
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The other denominations involved in the unity move are the Presby ter— 
ian Church in the U.S. (Southern) and the United Presbyterian Church of North 
America, If the separate Assemblies this year give formal approval to the 
union plan it will be sent to the presbyteries, or local units, of the three 
Churches for final ratification, If the presbyteries report favourably to the 
Assemblies of next year, the union can be consummated in 1956 at a joint gather- 


ing of the denominations. HeP.eS. Geneva 
CANADA Church Building Increases 


An unprecedented building programme is reported by the United Church 
of Canada. By the end of 1954, 144 new churches and church halls will have been 
completed in new areas, and 116 more are immediately projected, That makes a 
total of 206, By the end of 1954 also, 68 new manses will have been provided 
in new areas, with 57 more required in the next three years, In the older areas 
362 new churches and halls have been or are being built, and 192 manses; while 


68 churches and 32 manses are projected. HP... Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Duke as Scottish Delegate to Hvanston 


At its recent General Assembly the Church of Scotland appointed His 
Grace the Duke of Hamilton and Brandon as a delegate to the Hvanston Assembly 
if he should be able to free himself from other commitments, At the same time 
the name of the Duchess of Hamilton and Brandon was put forward as an accredited 
visitor, Interest in her appointment was considerable since the Duke of 
Hamilton, who is a keen churchman and an elder in his own congregation, was 
present at this Church Assembly as Lord High Commissioner representing the 


Queen, B.P.S,Geneva 
GERMANY Revival of Church Tradition 


For some twenty years efforts have been made in the Lutheran Church 
to revive the "Hours" - the services of the Church in sarlier times - in a free 
form. These forms of worship have been resumed in a Protestant Church of 
Tubingen, which has begun to hold prayer services every day. In addition 
"tLouds" (the service of praise formerly sung in the Church) is sung every. 
Sunday morning in the Stiftskirche, 


Those who take part in these services point out that luther never 
intended to do away with these "hours." The revival of this Church tradition 
is an attempt to counteract the domination of modern life, They say, there is 
no point in keeping the Protestant churches open on week-days unless daily 


services are held in them again, fh. P.S.Geneva 
JAPAN Dedicate First Unit of the Christian University Church 


The first unit of University church on the campus of the Japan Inter- 
national Christian University at Mitaka was dedicated in ceremonies attended by 
some ‘700 members of the school's faculty and student body and their guests. The 
dedication sermon was preached by Dr Emil Brunner, well-known theologian from 
Zurich, Switzerland, who now is a member of the University faculty. 

HB. Poo Geneva 
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Evanston Notes 


Famous Organists to Play at Evanston Recitals 

Visitors to the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 
Evanston may attend a series of ten vesper organ recitals, by nationally known 
organists, at 5 pem, each wegk-day afternoon, The recitals on the newly built 
and enlarged four-manual Austin Organ in the First Methodist Church will be 
open to the official delegates and accredited visitors to the issenbly and to 
the general public without charge, Arrangements for the series 2nd for the 
music for the various wcrship services are in charge of Dr Austin ©, Lovelace, 


HH) 


liinister of Music. .P.5. Geneva 
A Penguin Special - The Kingship of Christ 
mn ee mn me eee een on eee ra 


Dedicated to the members of the Central Committes of the World Council 
of Churches, a volume in the well-known Penguin Series (price 2s.) has just 
appeared under the title "The Kingship of Christ." The author is the Bishop of 
Chichester, Dr G.K.A. Bell, Chairman of the World Council's Central Committee. 


"The purpose of this book," writes the Bishop in the Preface; "is: to 
give an account of a remarkable movement towards Christian unity which has 
grown rapidly during the past forty years; and, in particular, to tell the 
story of how the World Council of Churches (on which 211 the principal Christ- 
isn Communions except the Roman Catholic are represented) came into being, and 
of its far-reaching work today." 


The different chapters deal with the formation of the Council, its 
development since its first Assembly at Amsterdam in 1948, and its work in con- 
nexion with international affairs, the race question, the refugee problem, 


EASE TDS Poe SS ENTIAL EEL 8 ERT i seo wt eee oes eat 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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evangelisation, and wider Church relations. The book closes with four Appen- 
dices: a glossary, indicating some distinctive features in the Member Churches 
of the World Council; diagrams giving certain religious statistics in a broad 
ways a bibliography, followed by the addresses of the offices of the World 
Council of Churches. 


Alluding to the forthcoming second Assembly of the World Council 
which is to be held in Evanston under the main theme: "Christ, the Hope of the 
World," the Bishop of Chichester concludes: 


"On the basis of the Bible, the Christian hope for the world can be 
seen to have two aspects. On the one hand, it calls men to acknowledge the 
ever-present rule of God, which means that man and the world have a definite 
purpose, that there are principles and standards for human society, rooted in 
God's everlasting will, for which men can work... 


"On the other hand, there is nothing Utopian about the Christian hope vss 
God's Kingdom embraces the entire universe, and it involves, in the language 
of the New Testament, a new creation, a new world, It is always to this that 
the Christian faith points, and the Church confidently and surely preaches the 
ultimate realisation of God's Kingdom in all its fullness because of its belief 
in the person and the work of Christ..." 


These two aspects of the Christian hope apply to the condition of the 
world today: God's acts in history are not confined to the past. The Christ- 
ian hope is a hope of our earthly calling, But the Christian hope points also 
to a future at the end of history and to the fullness of what we already possess 
in God, 


"We do not know what are the limits of human achievement, of our own 
personal history, or of the history of the race," Dr Bell concludes, "Ve do 
not know what possibilities are in store for us or what time is before us. We 
do know, however, that there is a limit, for we must all die, If we do not 
know Christ, death is the only limit,we know. But with Christ death is tran- 
scended. He who has died for us, and is alive for us, confronts us with a 
totally new reality, a new limit, a new boundary to our existence, ith him 
and in him the new world has begun!" #.P.S.Geneva 


Members of the World Council of Churches Honoured 


Cited as "professor, author, statesman, and above all, aman of God", 
Dr WA, Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, 
received an honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Yale University. The 
degree was conferred by President A, Whitney Griswold in the presence of some 
7,000 persons at the University's 253rd Commencement. 


Ten honorary degress were awarded. Among recipients was lir, Charles 
H, Malik, chairman of the Lebanon delegation to the United Nations and Lebanon's 
envoy extraordinary and liinister Plenipotentiary to the United States, who is 
scheduled to speak at the Evanston Assembly on "Responsible Society," 
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On June 10, on the eve of the twenty-fifth anniversary of his consecra- 
tion, Dr G.K.A. Bell, the Bishop of Chichester,was presented with the freedom 
of the city of Chichester by the Mayor, Alderman Mrs A.F, Eastland (see EPS No. 
. 43, 1953). The Mayor placed on record the gratitude and admiration of the Coun- 
Ss cil and the citizens for the services rendered in the international field, in 
the diocese, and in the city by Dr Bell, 


Queen Elizabeth has conferred the honour of a knighthood on Thomas 
Murray Taylor, Q.C., Principal and Vice-Chancellor of the University. of 
Aberdeen, Sir T.M, Taylor is a member of the Central Committee of the World 
Council of Churches, B.P.S. Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN United Service of International Christian Witness 


On the afternoon of Whit-Sunday, Westminster Abbey was filled with 
people of many nationalities when the thirteenth annual United Service of Inter- 
national Christian Witness was held, The service was arranged in conjunction 
with the British Council of Churches and representatives of 37 countries took 
part in the Procession of Witness. The sermon was preached by the Rev, R.D. 

! Say, General Secretary of the British Council of Churches, who in the course 

| of it quoted the Whitsun Message from the Presidents of the World Council of 
Churches, Lessons were read in the Japanese and Urdu languages and the service 
concluded with the Lord's Prayer said by "every man in his own tongue wherein 


he was born," E.P.SeGeneva 
BELGIUM Protestants in Columbia 


In an article devoted to confessional problems in South America, the 
_  +Koman Catholic monthly review "Eglise Vivante" (Louvain, No. 1, 1954) describes 
| the difficulties encountered by Protestants in Columbia, It says: 


"The rest of the Protestant world is not indifferent to the position 
of Protestantism in Columbia. The Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs (which is part of the World Council of Churches and of the International 
Missionary Council) has made several enquiries into the situation in Columbia, 
At its meetings at Lucknow in January 1953 the Central Committee of the World 
Council adopted a resolution expressing its regret that, in spite of the steps 
which had been taken, no imprcvement had taken place in the situation" (cf EPS 
| No. 5, 1953). "As we have said, the action undertaken by the orld Council does 
not seem to have brought about any change. On the contrary. 


| "One final question: the attitude of the Catholic hierarchy. We shall 
only quote one very recent document, It comes from the Cardinal of Bogota, 
Mionseigneur Cristanto Luqye. It refers to a letter from the Minister for Home 
Affairs concerning the very latestmeasures taken against the Protestants at the 
beginning of 1954"'(cf EPS Nos 7 and 8). "It undoubtedly reflects the mentality 
of the episcopate in Colombia." In it the Primate approves the Government's 
measures to "protect the religion of almost all the inhabitants of Columbia," 


"The attitude of the Roman Catholic Church in Columbia to the Protestant 
minority," continues the article, "has not failed to arouse serious misgivings 
in the minds of many Catholics who are convinced today that when a Christian 
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chooses freedom, his choice is not a wager on the contemporary tendency of the 
world; it is the response to an inner need, These Vatholics do not understand 
how the Catholic Church can demand tolerance, when it is a minority Church, and 
at the same time act with intolerance when it is the religion of the population, 
They feel that a question cf principle is at stake, whatever the reasons which 


may justify the anxiety of the Catholic clergy." HeP.o. Geneva 
- SPAIN For an Improvement of Press Control 


(Miadrid):- The Roman Catholic magazine "Ecclesia" in its last issue 
criticizes Government censorship of the Spanish press. It urges the adoption 
of a law allowing freedom cf information, The editorial, written by the Rev. 
Jesus Iribarren, editor in chief of the weekly, draws what newspaper circles 
called "an accurate picture cof the humiliating condition of Spanish newspapers 
and magazines," 


In his criticism, the Catholic editor challenges statements made by 
Government officials that an "oriented" press - the definition they give for 
the existing system of preventive censorship - is the best way to further the 
national interest. 


"Father Iribarren," writes the "New York Times"correspondent in Madrid, 
"yas able to deal with one cf the touchiest issues in present-day Spain because 
he is editor of the only Spanish publication not subjected to censorship. 
"Eeclesia"' is controlled by the Catholic episcopacy, for which the censorship 
of its magazine would be regarded as a curb on religious freedom. The reason 
for the editorial, as Father Iribarren makes clear, is that in Spain official 
ensorship muzzles not only the iay but the Roman Catholic press as well. 


"Leading Spanish tomen Catholics said Father Iribarren's views reflect- 
ed those cf the Spanish episcopacy. The oman Catholic editor reminds the 
Spanish Government that, in past pronouncements, "nrique Cardinal Pla y Deniel, 
Spanish Primate, has suggested the announcement of a press law that would 
‘steer a middle course betiieen journalistic licentiousness and censorship, ' 
thus permitting 'freedom tempered by the feeling cf responsibility.'... 


"The Spanish press is controlled by means of a 'temporary' sixteen- 
year-old law issued by Generalissimo Franco from his general headquarters in 
Burgos when Spain was rent by civil war, The law, published on April 22, 1938, 
gave the Government the right to appoint and dismiss editors in chief. Report- 
ers cannot work without permits granted by the ilinistry of Information, Every 


news item must be approved by censors before publication," #.P.S.Geneva 
FINLAND Pastor Elected Vice-Speaker of Parliament 


In a recent full session cf the Finnish Parliament, the Rsv, Lennart 
Heljas, minister of the rural congregation of Kuopio, was elected the first 
Vice-Speaker of the Parliament. Pastor Heljas who represents the Agrarian 
Party is one of the elsven Lutheran pastors who were elected members of 
Parliament in March 1954, © H.eP.eo. Geneva 
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ew eth. "The Temptation of Ecumenism" 


"No purpose is served by trying to guess what will be the outcome of 
the Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, which will be attend- 
ed by delegates from many different countries. We can only remind them that in 
their discussions on Christian unity it is more useful to keep in mind the 
disastrous fact that the Churches have’ broken away from the One Christian Church, 
rather than to speak of the splitting-up of Christendom." 


This wish is the final sentence in the last volume (4, 1954) of the 
periodical of the Moscow Patriarchate, on the temptation of ecumenism, The 
author of this article, which goes back to the beginnings of the ecumenical 
movement, is A. Vedernikoff, one of the well-known contributors to that review, 
who frequently writes on the efforts to achieve church unity. 


As shown by the title of his latest article, the author again criti- 
cises the ecumenical movement, as the Russian Orthodox Church in the U.S.S.R. 
has been doing since 1948. According to him, the World Council is helping to 
promote the secularisation of Christianity, because it is only bent on the ex- 
ternal unity of the divided Churches, and stresses the highest Christian ideas 
in a purely rhetorical and theoretical way. Moreover, it is difficult for the 
World Council to keep out of politics, The Orthodox Church therefore regards 
the ecumenical movement as "a temptation to turn aside from seeking the King- 
dom of God, and to choose the path of political ambition." The creation of "a 
new, ecumenical Church" is a contradiction of Christ's Church, which is already 
a given fact; and the World Council's preoccupation with social and political 
questions is not in accordance with its mission. Vedernikoff writes, that his 
fears are confirmed in the latest developments of the ecumenical movement under 
the aegis of the World Council, He says: "Among the pioneers of the ecumenical 
movement in the West, however, are Christians who really understand their faith 
as a search for God's Kingdom and who wish to share in His means of grace," 


"For the sake of these Christians the Orthodox Church has always taken 
steps towards a rapprochement with the other Christian confessions," For in- 
stance, in 1902 the Patriarch of Constantinople, Joachim III, had sent out a 
letter instructing all the Orthodox Churches about their attitude to the Roman 
Catholics and Protestants, Two years later the same Patriarch had exressed his 
conception of the reunion of the divided Churches in a further letter, in which 
he described the closer union of Christendom as God's will, and recommended a 
Wise and charitable attitude towards Christians in the divided Churches. Since 
then meetings and negotiations had taken place between the Russian Orthodox 
Church, the Old Catholics and the Anglicans, with a view to the reunion of the 
Churches, 


"In the light of this fact, the participation of some Orthodox Churches 
in the ecumenical movement becomes comprehensible, although the manner in which 
they have participated cannot be approved from the dogmatic point of view," 
Fortunately most of these Orthodox Churches had recognised the temptations in- 
herent in the ecumenical movement and had refused to participate in it already 
in 1948. Since then their fears had been confirmed that"through its dependence 
on high political spheres" the “orld Council of Churches had become "pan- 
Protestant in character," 
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But Vedernikoff adds, his reasons for warning the Orthodox Churches 
not to co-operate with the ecumenical movement do not mean "that Orthodoxy re- 
jects the idea of the reunion of Christians, By no means," Today, when the 
motives of Orthodoxy in rejecting such co-operation had to be reconsidered in 
the light of the latest facts, there was nothing to justify the conclusion that 
the Orthodox Church was: maintaining an attitude of narrow confessional isolation- 
ism or of indifference towards the fact of the division of the Churches," 
Orthodoxy has always "realised that this division is a sin, and it still feels 
this more strongly than ecumenical circles do, because Orthodoxy realises the 


true criterion of Church unity." E.?.S. Geneva 
IeNYA Tribute to the Churches 


Speaking at the Conference of the European Elected Members' Associa- 
tion in Nairobi on June 7, Mr, Michael Blundell, Minister without Portfolio in 
the Kenya Government, paid a glowing tribute to the part which the Churches are 
called upon to play in the rehabilitation of the Kikuyu. '‘Often,' he said, 
‘there was a vacuum left in the minds of those who had been affected by Mau Mau 
and had now been released from its influence, and this could best be filled by 
Christianity. The Government was deeply grateful to the Churches and Missions 
for their offer to help in the rehabilitation programme. In co-operation with 
the Christian Council of Kenya the Government was planning for 'Combined 
Operations and a Joint Staff,' The rehabilitation programme could only be 
carried out with the co-operation of the Churches and Missions," E.P.S.Geneva 


| UNITED STATES American ii ssLonaries fis India 


Christian foreign mission groups must not "give way to a mood of des- 
peration, but should demonstrate patience and understanding" in their dealings 
with the Indian Government concerning the obtaining of visas for missionaries 
to that country (cf EPS No.22). This is the advice of the Southern Asia Com- 
mittee of the Division of Foreign Missions of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. in a statement issued by the Rev, Russell 
Stevenson, Executive Secretary. 


"Rather than emphasise exceptional cases of visa difficulties, our con- 
tribution to better understanding between the United States and India would be 
more effective if we show a fair, but sympathetic and patient attitude towards 
India's problems and actions," the statement reads, 


Citing the successful efforts of many denominational mission boards 
in obtaining visas for their missionaries, the statement points out that a "total 
of 4,683 foreign missionaries are at work in India. Out.of this total only a 
comparative few have been denied visas. And it appears that difficulties arise 
not in the central government but at the local levels, 


"Although the constitution of this new democratic republic guarantees 
all religious groups the right freely to 'profess, practice and propagate! their 
faith, we need to recognise that India is subject to the sume stresses and 
strains that affect us all today, in both the East and West. The leaders of 
India face the immediate need of stabilising the central government, of welding 
together in a common loyalty the various segments of the population, and of 
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building for a strong and secure future... There is, in many quarters, a pre- 
vailing mood of nationalism that is strongly religious in character, Some 

groups regard the work of the missionaries as a threat to the heritage and 

culture of Hinduism and therefore a threat to India herself. ..1so, there are 
Communists in India who never cease to foment strife and dissatisfaction, They 
try to bring under suspicion all foreigners who come from non-Communist countries. 


",..When difficulties do arise we must entrust to the leaders of the 
Christian community in India the main responsibility for whatever action is 
possible, The Indian National Christian Council is doing its utmost to preserve 
for Indian Christians and foreign missionaries their full rights as stated in 


the Indian Constitution," HeP.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Church Statistics 


According to a report issued by the National Christian Council of 
Japan, 91 per cent, of the Protestant Christians in Japan belong to denomina- 
tions co-operating in the N.C,C. Other details of the report show a total of 
62 Protestant denominations, of which 5 co-operate in the N.C.C. (The United 
Church, whose missionaries represent 8 dencminatiions, is counted as a single 
group), The total number of Protestants is 218,556. There are about 185,284 
Roman Catholics. The population of Japan is about 87 millions, 


The groups co-operating in the N.v.ct. have 1,545 churches, 457 preach- 
ing stations, 2,273 Japanese pastors, 549 missionaries and a inembership of 


FOS a7) B.P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN ‘iode of Worship 


According to "Kyocho Jiho", monthly bulletin of the National Christ- 
ian Council of Japan, the Christian Churches in Japan, existing under the social 
conditions of the traditional influence of the other ethnic religions, hold a 
common position on worship services characteristic of Christian Churches in 
general, Therefore the slight difference of mode of worship between the diffe- 
rent Churches does not mean much and will not prove the slightest obstacle to 
Christian fellowship among the Churches, 


In a mission field like Japan, the Christian Churches naturally in- 
cline to stress the interpretation of 'The word of God' and so tend te put em- 
phasis on the preaching, even in the worship service; thus there has been a « - 
general trend to uphold the prophetic message of Christianity. 


Meanwhile, as time passes and as the Churches gradually become rooted 


‘in the national lifé, the new tendency to emphasise the liturgical aspects of 


worship has arisen, and the design of the church buildings seems gradually to be 
changing, the altar becoming more decorative. Many pastors favour wearing 
gowns and seem to stress the priestly function ef the Church. 


Hven the differences in the mode of worship among different Uhurches 
follow the historical traditional pattern of their own denominatior’ mother 
Churches, and there are hardly any special elements characteristic of this field. 
Thus since the main denominational Churches in Japan hold many common elements 


- 
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in their general worship service, there is no obstacle to having union worship, 
However, there is difficulty in holding the intercommunion services. 


Since those mission bodies which entered this field since the war are 
almost all conservative, sectarian non-cooperative groups, it is impossible to 


have united worship services with them, B.P.o.Geneva 
SCANDINAVIA Movement for Small Churches 


A 'Wovement for small Churches" has been started in Scandinavia to 
solve the problem of the growing towns and the lack of churches, It was report- 
ed at a conference in Oslo that quite often the large parishes in the towns have 
40,000 members or more. Here the Movement wants to divide the parishes, by 
appointing a young pastor in a district and making him responsible for building 
up a church, After a certain time the authorities will be asked to separate 
this auxiliary church from the main church and make it independent. Efforts 
are made to get the new church to contribute part of the expense of building 
its own church and paying the salary of the pastor. 


In Copenhagen 30 new churches must be built during the next few years, 
otherwise there will be over 10,000 souls in every parish. In Stockholm one 
parish had, until recently, a congregation of 100,000 souls. In the Swedisn 
capital there are special difficulties owing to the many new Government build- 
ings, some of which are more than six miles from the nearest church. In Oslo 
today there are eight "smaller churches" and in two other districts the pastors 
are just forming new parishes. In the Norwegian capital one pastor is respons- 


ible on the average for 6,000 church-members., E.P.S. Geneva 
_ FINLAND The Social Work of the Finrish Church 


(Helsinki):- The Finnish Church spends half a milliard Finnish marks 
(ab.£734.693) on social and welfare work. The proceeds of the church-taxzs are 
far from adequate to cover this amount, which has to be supplemented by voluntary 
contributions and collections, Sewing-meetings, harvest festivals, social 
bazaars , collections and "Neighbour's Day" bring in about 100-150 milliard 
Finnish marks a year (up to £204,081) and this - together with the proceeds of 
a special appeal to which industry contributes 30% ~ is used for help wo fanilies, 
the sick and the aged, 


There are 5 deaconess' homes in Finland with about 1400 sisters. There 
are also 416 women parish visitors who are at work in 321 parishes, by which 
they are paid. The monthly salary of a woman parish-visitor -verages 23,000 
Finnish marks (£31.16.10). The Finnish Churches therefore contribute 114 
milliard Finnish marks (£155,102) a year for their sisters, 225 deaconesses' 


posts are still unoccupied. BeP.So. Geneva 
FINLAND Church Commission on Foreign 
Affairs 


According to the new church law of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Finland, there has to be a Commission of Foreign Affairs, The Enlarged Bishops! 
Conference has now elected the members of the Commission, which is presided by 
Dr I,J. Salomies, Archbishop of Finland, E.P.S.Geneva 
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Notes on Evanston 


Prayers for the Assembly 
Based on Exodus 33; 12-23 the following prayers have been issued in 
view of the forthcoming Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston: 


"Tf thy presence will-not go with me, do not carry us up from here," 


"We bless God our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, who gathers to- 
gether in one the children of God that are scattered abroad... Here at Amster- 
dam we have committed ourselves afresh to Him, and have covenanted with one 
another in constituting this World Council of Churches. We intend to stay to- 
gether." (Amsterdam Message). 

i: 


"See, thou sayest to me, 'Bring up this people's; but thou hast not 
let me know whom thou wilt send with ine," 


Let us pray for the delegates, and consultants, and visitors to the 
Second Assembly that they may recognise a call of God in the invitations they 
have received; 


Let us pray for all the work of preparation in Geneva, in New York, 
and in Evanston, that it may provide all who come with the help they need for 
their part in the Assembly; 


Let us pray for chairmen, speakers and staff, and for all who have 
accepted any responsibility, that they may be made ready for their tasks by God. 


"My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest," 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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No, 25 - June 25, 1954 -2- 178 


LE 


"How shall it be known that I have found favour in thy sight, I and thy 
people? Is it not in thy going with us, so that we are distinct, I and thy people, 
from all other people that are upon the face of the earth?" 


Let us pray that all who yo to Evanston, and all vho stand behind them 
in the churches, may learn in a new and vivid way that Jesus Christ is their hope; 


Let us pray that this hope may lead to fresh understanding between 
the Churches, and to a strengthened conviction about the nature of their member- 
ship in the World Council of Churches, 


"This very thing that you have spoken I will do; for you have found 
favour in my sight, and I know you by name." 


as AY 
"IT pray thee, show me thy glory." 


let us pray for all who go to Evanston that God may shine in their 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ; 


And let us pray that all men everywhere, who have been blinded in 
their minds by the gods of this world, may see the light of the Gospel of the 
glory of Christ, who is the likeness of God, 


"I will make all my goodness pass before you, and will proclaim before 
you my name 'the Lord'," 


Let us pray for the breaking down of national, political and racial 
barriers in the fellowship and discussion of the Assembly, so that men may change 
their attitudes to one another, and find a new quality of life. 


"IT will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,!! 


Let us pray that the Assembly will find a word of Christ for all those 
whose hopes have been undermined by fear, frustrated by poverty or turned aside 
by injustice, so that they may know Him as the hope of the world, 


Iwill show mercy on whom I will show mercy." 


IV 


"'But,' he said, ‘you cannot see my face; for man shall not see me and 
agave? st 


O God, by whose command the order of time runs its course, forgive, we 
pray thee, the impatience of our hearts; make perfect that vhich is lacking in 
our faith; and, while we tarry the fulfilment of thy promises, grant us to have 
a good hope because of thy words; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
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"And the Lord said, 'Behold, there is a place by me where you shall 
Stand upon the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of 
the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until 1 have passed by; then I will 


take away my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall not be seen'," 


Glory be to thee, O God, #.P.o Geneva 
APAN For a United Lutheran Church 


Plans for the formation of a United Lutheran Church in Japan were 
agreed upon in principle at an All~Lutheran Free Conference held in Tokyo recently, 


A project of organisation approved by the Japan Evangelical Lutheran 
Church was submitted to the conference, It provides for one Lutheran Church in 
Japan, united in a federation -r national council, one ministerium ordination by 
the Church, a central budget supported by all groups and a confessional statement 
by the newly-formed Church on the doctrine of the Word, 


Committees were appointed to draft a constitution and by-laws for the 
United Church and to draw up a doctrinal statement, They are to report at the 
next regular meeting of the All-~Lutheran Free Conference, 


The Tokyo meeting was attended by missionaries representing the Suomi 
Synod; Evangelical Lutheran Church; Norwegian Missionary Society; Lutheran 
Free Church of Norway; Lutheran Church-llissouri Synod; Lutheran Brethren; 


Augustana Church; and United Lutheran Church of America, fH oP.,o. Geneva 
KENYA 'The Psychology of Mau Mau" 


Dr J. Carothers, ll.D., D.P.M., was recently invited by the Kenya 
Government to make a study of "The Psychology of Mau wlau." In his report under 
this title, which has just been issued, he has certain pertinent remarks to make 
on the effect on the work of Christian missions in Kenya of the attitude of the 
Kuropean community: 


"Christianity contains the principle that all men are squal under God, 
with equal rights, African people in transition attach more importance to 
example than to precept, but here in Kenya they do not think they see the practice 
of this principle by people who are white, 


"Many Christian missions have done noble work and many missionaries 
practice Christianity themselves. Many Africans, under the influence of these, 
have had 'the vision of greatness! and, in some measure, have acquired Christ- 
ianmity. But they have then emerged into a wider world and have found there that 
white, and supposedly Uhristian, people have after all an exclusive group reli- 
gion like the one they: used to have themselves, Their seniors of the tribe, who 
never lost their old traditional allegiances, are not surprised or shaken and 
can say to them: ‘We told you so,! And so the ones that hate us most today are 
often 'Christian' Africans, The missionaries have no need to blame themselves 
for this, as many of them do. But one can say this: that if the general white 
population of this Colony cannot practice Christian principles in their dealings 
with their fellow men, both white and black, the missionaries might just as well 
pack up their bags and go,!" H.eP.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Dr Visser 't Hooft at UNHSCO Conference 


(New York):- UNESCO invited various members of the church and secular 
press of the New York area to meet Dr W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of 
the orld Council of Churches, at the United Nations headquarters on June 17, 

The occasion was the publication of Dr Visser 't Hooft's "The Ecumenical Movement 
and the Racial Problem" (see EPS No, 8), which UNESCO is presenting as one of a 
series of "The Race Question and Modern Thought." In the same series are "The 
Catholic Church and the Race Question" by the R.P. Yves Congar, O.P., and "Jewish 
Thought as a Factor in Civilisation" by Prof, Leon Roth (in preparation). 


Dr Visser 't Hooft's background material deals largely with the situa- 
tion in the United States and in South Africa, where the responsibility of the 
Church and the implications of Christianity are most forcibly pointed out. 


"Obsessional fear of unknown, foreign, and therefore apparently danger- 
ous forces represented by other races can only be cured by the discovery of that 
deep security which is the gift of faith in God's sovereign rule," writes Dr 
Visser 't Hooft in his final paragraphs. "On the other hand, it is quite clear 
that this fundamental motivation will be ineffective unless two conditions be 
fulfilled. These two conditions are clearly formulated by Dr O.F. Nolde in the 
Message for Race Relations Sunday, 1953 (National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA). They are: ‘a manifest change of attitude on the part of 
enough people to affect public opinion! and ‘concerted planning and action by 
both parties.' In a number cf countries the Churches are able to fulfil these 
conditions. They reach a very large section of the population. They have in 
their own life or through their relationships in the ecumenical movement unique 
possibilities for interracial co-operation. They have therefore the opportunity 
to manifest that the Christian faith gives men that humility, that sense of 
responsibility, that awareness of fundamental interracial kinship, which can 
destroy the barriers that today divide mankind," H.P.S. Geneva 


Tribute to Members of the World Council of Churches 


Two presidents of the World Council cf Churches, Bishop Eivind Berggrav, 
former Primate of Norway, and Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam, Secretary of the Council 
of Bishops of the Methodist Church in the United States, were awarded honorary 
degrees of Doctor of Divinity by Princeton University at its 207th Commencement 
exercises, June 15. 


Dr w,A, Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches, received an honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity from Oberlin College, 
Oberlin, Ohio, at the 12lst Commencement, June 14, 


The Rev. Robert S, Bilheimer, Associate General Secretary-elect of 
the World Council of Churches in Geneva, was honoured at a Testimonial dinner on 
June 11 at Riverside Church, New York, E.P.S. Geneva 


: ie Sy en 
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FRANCE Congress of the Christian Association of Russian 
Students 


The Congress of the Christian Association of Russian Students which 
took place in this year in Biévres, brought together not only young people from 
Paris, but also from the French provinces and from Western European countries 
such as England, Germany, Switzerland, Belgium, etc, A cycle of lectures had 
been organised whose main theme was the duty of a Christian, more precisely the 
duty of the young Christian in the parish, the Church and the world. These 
lectures were followed by lively discussions within small groups. 


Study groups under the direction of priests and teachers were held 
on topical subjects such as ecumenism, Church and Government, the future course 
of Russia, repentance and Holy Communion, and aroused great interest among the 
young people, who participated very actively. Every day began with the liturgy 
and almost all took part in the Holy Communion, 


The last day of the Congress was devoted to practical subjects, the 
organisation of the work to be done by the young people and the problems they 
had to solve for themselves, To help them in their task, it was decided to hold 
a course at the end of the year for youth group leaders in the parishes, The 


Congress was concluded by a Te Deum. E.P.S. Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA President Tito Renovates Palace Chapel 


(Belgrade):- According to Religious News Service (New York) President 
Tito has renovated and restored to use a Serbian Orthodox chapel attached to the 
big palace on Belgrade's outskirts that he uses as his executive office and in 
which he receives distinguished visitors. Before the war, the palace was the 
country resident of Prince Paul, B.P.o. Geneva 


YMCA Centennial Study Guides 


As Associations prepare for their 1955 Centennial Year (see EPS No.4) 
news reaches the Geneva headquarters of the World's Alliance of YMCAs from many 
parts of the world of the mounting interest in the deeper Christian issues which 
have inspired the YMCA Movement during the last hundred years, These issues are 
developed and discussed in the three Study Guides compiled in preparation for 
the 1955 Centennial Conferences in Paris, "Fellow Workmen for God," the 136- 
page Study Guide of the 22nd World Conference, "We are not Alone," Study Guide 
for the World Conference of Young Men, and “Living Together," Study Guide for 
the World Conference of Older Boys, have each been printed in English, French, 
German and Spanish, 


It is estimated that more than 10,000 delegates of between 70 and 80 
nationalities will attend the Centennial Conferences, Advance copies of each 
Study Guide have been made available to National Movements on an equivalent of 
three copies to each delegate. These guides are not, however, intended only for 
those coming to Paris. It is hoped that the fundamental issues they raise - 
the meaning and purpose of the Movement, its ecumenical character, the respons- 
ibilities of membership and leadership - will inspire thought and discussion on 
the part of members all over the world. E.P.o. Geneva 
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Evanston ~ Notes 


"The Christian Hope and the Task of the Church" 


The preparatory documents for the general discussions at the Assembly are 
now all ready, The Assembly is to be held from August 15th to 31st at Evanston, 
the well-known university town near Chicago, In addition to the special docu- 
ments prepared for this Second Assembly of the World Council (indicated in the 
E.P.S, No,l2), the following publications provide an introduction to its work: 


"Six Ecumenical Surveys" and the "Report of the Advisory Commission on the 
Main Theme of the Second Assembly" are available in English, French and German 
for delegates only (from Harper & Brothers, New York and from Gotthelf-Verlag, 
Ziirich and Frankfurt-am-iiain). The corresponding public editions are an English 
volume entitled "The Christian Hope and the Task of the Church! (puolished by 
Harper & Brothers, New York, price $5.--; outside the U.S.A. to be published by 
the 5.C.il, Press, London), and a German edition entitled "EHinerlei Hoffnung Eurer 
Berufung" (Gotthelf-Verlag, Zirich, price Sw.Fr.7.80, Anker-Verlag, Frankfurt-am- 
Main, price DM.7.50). 


The introduction to the "Six Ecumenical Surveys" (English edition) says: 


"A very great. amount of thinking, discussing and writing on the complex 
subject of unity has been done during recent years, particularly since the World 
Council of Churches was established in 1948 at the First Assembly in Amsterdam. 
While many of the old barriers to a living expression of Christian unity are still 
standing erect and defiant, there are some which have been attacked and partially 
overcome by the thrusts of new and vigorous appreciation for the will of Jesus 
Christ, that His Church should be one flock. That we are abie to perceive such 
advance in the struggle against discord and estrangement is a privilege for which 
all Christians should be grateful to God. At the same time, we must give earnest 
attention to the formidable obstacles to unity which still persist within the 
Church at large. . 
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The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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"Recognition must be given to the fact that millions of Christians belong to 
churches which are technically outside the ecumenical movement. Certain great 
Church bodies remain aloof for doctrinal reasons which prevent collaboration: the 
Roman Catholic Church, the Russian Orthodox Church, the Missouri Synod Iutheran 
Church, the Southern Baptist Convention (U.S.A.), as well as dozens of ‘smaller 
ones. Although there are very small groups in each of these which maintain cor- 
dial and fruitful relations with Christians outside their Cnourches (and this is a 
hopeful sign not to be uncerestimated), the majority of members remain in isola- 
tion, either indifferent towards the tragedy of division or convinced that they 
possess already the fullness of the Church's truth." 


But this confession of the weak points of ecumenical cooperation is preceded 
in the same volume by the following positive appreciation: 


"The ecumenical and missionary movements cf our time are converging in the 
conviction that the whole Church is commissioned to bring the whole Gospel to the 
whole world. In intercession and mutual aic, in concerted endeavors of thought 
and action, the churches are beginning to grow together as members of the one 
body. ‘they are realizing the meaning of solidarity - solidarity with sister- 
churches in need, with men in distress. They are engaging in the difficult art 
of learning from one another... 


"The present series of ecumenical Surveys should provide both an instructive 


and inspiring source of information for every person who is, or ought to be, con- 


cerned With Christian world affairs. In these documents a rather unusual attempt 
has been made to ascertain the general patterns of thought and action that seem to 
emerge in the manifold battlefronts, forward movements, and also failures and 
Weaknesses, of ecumenical Christendom today. The immediate purpose of their pre- 
paration has been to provide background information for the Second Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches at Evanston, Illinois, U.S.A., August 1954, But since 
they present a conspectus of areas of church life which are of continuing and, 
indeed, growing importance, it is hoped thet they will remain useful for years to 
come as guidebooks that open up wider horizons for the Christian advance. 


"This account of the manner in which the Surveys have been produced will 
make it evident that they may not be teken as expressing the position of the World 
Council of Churches on the matters under review. Rather, they are intended to 
present background material for the Assembly. Such value and authority as they 
possess is intrinsic. It lies in the measure in which they acutely discern the 
facts and signs of the Christian world scere, lift major issues into prominence, 


and thus offer signposts for the pilgrim Church.!! E.P.o., Geneva 
INDIA | North India Church Union Plan 
(Allahabad) A plen for the union of five Church groups in northern India and 


Pakistan, under discussion for 25 years, was completed by the Negotiating Commit- 
tee and sent to the governing bodies of the communions involved, The Churches 
are the United Church of Northern India; the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and 
Ceylon (Anglican); the Methodist Church in Southern Asia; the British and Austra- 
lian Methodist missionary societies, and the Baptist Church. 


Dr. A. Ralla Ram of Allahabad and the Rev. Wi. Machin of the Methodist mission 
at Faizabad, are the joint secretaries of the Negotiating Committee. Efforts to 
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achieve the union were instituted by a Round Table Conference already in 1929. 


The new plan, which owes imuch to the scheme resulting in the formation of 
the Church of South India in 1947 (see E.P.S. No.36, 1947), avoids "over-elabora- 
tion of detail" and leaves "a great deal" to be worked out after the merger and 
while the participating groups are growing together. 


It is divided into three parts: Basis of Union; the Constitution of the 
proposed Church, and Inauguration of the Union. Individual churches electing to 
join the Union Church would be permitted to maintain their separate modes of 
worship and sacramental differences, under the plan, in order that they may “grow 
together in Christian unity". 


The name of the new Church as well as the establishment of a Trust Associa- 
tion, the boundaries of dioceses and methods of supporting bishops have been left 
for determination after union is accomplished, 


The Constitution does specify, however, that the union Church's ruling 
bodies will be a Synod, which will meet every three years, a Diocesan Council, and 
a Pastoral Committee. A Moderator and Deputy woderator will be chosen from among 
the bishops, while the Synod will appoint executive and standing committees. 


The laity will play an important part in the united Church. A section of 
the Constitution provides that "a large and increasing part of (the ministry) will 
be undertaken by men and women who, while following their ordinary calling in 
life, also engage in the work of the Church,” 


Part III of the plan stipulates how the first bishops will be selected and 
appointed, the steps to be taken at the inauguration of the union and the organi- 


zation to be set up for control of property and finances. HeP.o., Geneva 
AUSTRALTA Australian Council Holds Seventh Annual Conference 


The seventh annual conference of the Australian Council for the World 
Council of Churches was recently held at the Anglican Conference House of 
Gilbulla, Monanglo, under the chairmanship of the President of the Council, 

Dr, CG, es Barber, who is also President-General of the Methodist Church in 
Australia. 


Dr, Rajah B, WWanikam, East Asian Secretary of the International Missionary 
Council and of the World Council of Churches, addressing the meeting, said that 
nationalism in countries like India, Pakistan and Burma, tended to Become more 
and more religious in its emphasis now that the ee is of these nations to 
throw off the rule of the Colonial Powers was over. 


The Council adopted a resolution on the hydrogen bomb which said: "At this 
hour all nations should come together to set up an effective system of inter- 
National inspection and control, so that all who renounce the weapon should be 
free from fear of any. possible violation of their pact.) The time is short if 
disaster is to be averted. We believe that the Western nations should take the 
initiative, and bring forward in a way that admits of no misunderstanding, a 
firm and positive proposal." B.P.S., Geneva 
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HONG KONG First Stop for Refugees 


It is reported by the World Council of Churches' Service to Refugees that 
in 1953 more than 2500 European refugees left China via Hong Kong. They emigra- 
ted to new homelands under World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federa- 
tion sponsorship. Most of them went to Brazil, Australia, Turkey, Paraguay, 
Canada, Ecuador, the USA and some European countries. In 1952 the figures were 
219, and during the first five months of 1954, 609 European refugees were moved 
through Hong Kong by the WCC. Between 4000 and 5000 visas were obtained by the 
World Council of Churches during 1953 for the European refugees in China. Hong 
Kong 1s the first stop for thousands of these refugees. The great majority are 
people who left Russia after the 1917 revolution, settled in China and ijanchuria, 
and reared their families there, Now the tidal wave has overwhelmed them a 
second time, They are stateless, they have no work and there is no government 
aid. The joint refugee office of the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran 
World Federation was established in 1952, and is conducted by Pastor Ludwig Stumpf. 
who went to China in 1937 as a businessman and later was ordained as a part-time 


pastor, H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Eisenhower - Churchill 
(New York) Invoking God's guidance "in this critical hour" the National Council 


of Churches expressed the hope that the conference between President Eisenhower 
and Prime Minister Winston Churchill will advance the cause of world justice and 
peace, and strengthen the bonds of good will and understanding between the two 
countries. | 


The expression was contained in a letter to President Eisenhower made public 
today at the Council's offices in New York as Prime Minister Churchill and Foreign 
Secretary Anthony Eden arrived in the United States for conferences with President 
Kisenhower and Secretary of State John Foster Dulles. 


The letter was signed by the Council's president, Methodist Bishop William 
C, Martin of Dallas, Texas, and the general secretary, Rev. Dr. Roy G.e Ross. The 
text of the letter from the council of 30 Protestant and Orthodox churches follows? 


"The National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A, rejoices in * 
the fact that conversations will presently go forward between you, Prime Minister 
Churchill, Secretary of State Dulles, and Foreign secretary Eden. The problems 
with Which you will deal embrace matters of vital concern to freedom-loving peoples 
everywhere, Progress toward a solution of these problems can be made through the 
give and take of diplomatic consultation. It is our earnest prayer that the pro- 
jected White House conversations will both strengthen the bonds of goodwill and 
understanding between the United States and Great Britain, and advance the cause 
of world justice and peace throughout the earth. 


"May God's guidance be yours in this critical hour. May you and your con- 
ferees be sustained in your search for a warless world by the knowledge that the 
God of Righteousness will honor and bless those who walk in His way." 

E.P.S., Geneva 
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YUGOSLAVIA Serbian Church Opens Museum 


(Belgrade) Patriarch Vikentije opened in June the Serbian Orthodox Church's 
first museum in Belgrade. Dobrivoje Radosavljevic, chairman of the government's 
Commission on Religious Affairs, attended as a special representative of Presi- 
dent Tito. Others present included bishops of the Serbian Church and represen- 
tatives of Belgrade University and the Serbian Academy of Science. 


Located in the headquarters of the patriarchate, the museum contains ikons, 
church vestments, ornaments and some of the first Serbian printed books from the 
15th century. Among the outstanding exhibits is a cloak worn by Prince Lazar who 


was killed in 1389 defending Serbia against the Turks in the historic battle of 


Kosovo. E.P.S., Geneva 
- GERMANY re A Protestant Church for Stalinstadt 


The Ministry of Reconstruction in the German Democratic Republic has now 
given permission for the release of the building-site for the erection of a Pro- 
testant church in Stalinstadt (see E.P.S. No.19). The site consists of 4,800 
square metres, and is situated inside the built-up area on the southern side of 
the town, near the hospital and the college. First of all a temporary wooden 
church is to be erected, with seats for about 400 people, and a second, smaller 
wooden building bonbainine living accommodation for the pastor, the parish office, 


and two lecture-rooms. H.P.5., Geneva 
UNITED STATES . Seminarians lieet Concurrently With Evanston. 


(New York) Several hundred American seminary students and faculty members will 
get a first-hand picture of the world-wide cooperative movement of the churches 


when they meet in Evanston, I1l., this August at two separate conferences to be 


held concurrently with the Second Assembly. of the World Council of Churches. 


Plans for the conferences, both sponsored by the Interseminary Committee of 
the National Council of Churches, were announced by the Rev. Richard L, Heaton, 
executive secretary. lr. Heaton said students and teachers will have the oppor-~ 
tunity to attend the Assembly's plenary sessions "to witness in action the present 
leaders of churches through the world and hear at first-hand from many of them 
concerning their dedication to, and hope for, the ecumenical movement." 


The meeting of students, scheduled August 14-21, will be the Third National 
Triennial Interseminary Conference, An estimated 250 students representing 95 


: American theological schools will attend plus an additional thirty students from 
_ overseas who are studying in the United States and fourteen seminarians from 


schools in Canada. 


‘Taking as their theme "The Church, the Churches gnd the Bible" they will re- 
examine the Biblical concept of the nature of the Church with particular emphasis 
upon the implications of the Assembly theme "Christ, the Hope of the World" and 
its various sub-themes, 


The second conference, planned 4ugust 14-18, will bring together approxima~ 
tely one hundred seminary faculty members to study, in informal discussion sessions 


_ the theme "The Implications of the Ecumenical Movement for Theological Education". 


j 
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in preparation for the meeting a series of questions dealing with the problems of 
ecumenism as related to theological training have been prepared by Dr. Robert 
Francis Johnson, Associate Professor of Old Testament, College of the Bible, 
Lexington, Kentucky. 


The educators will also concern themselves with developing ways of imple- 
menting a special post-Evanston programme of emphasis for theological schools 
sponsored by the Interseminary Movement, 


The outline for the programme, which has the support of the American Asso- 
Clation of Theological Schools, an organisation of administrative officials from 
lll theological institutions, calls for the setting up of student-faculty study 
groups and of a half dozen faculty meetings across the nation to study the issues 
and findings of the World Assembly. 


the 75-year old Interseminary Movement is active on 130 U.S. campuses. A 
part of the National Council's Commission on Christian Higher Education, it is 
concerned with "promoting the understanding of, and dedication to, the ecumenical 


cause" among theology students, B.P.S., Geneva 
INDIA Installation of the First Indian Principal 


The installation of the Rev. J.R. Chandran as Principal of the United Theo- 
logical College was conducted on June 16th. There was a large and representative 
8athering which, in many ways, showed appreciation that such a Christian scholar 
has been appointed“the first Indian to hold this important and influential posi- 
tion, The Most Rev. H. Sumitra presided over the mee ting. 


Dr. Chandran pointed out that the appointment of an Indian Principal was 
only a first step. It remained to increase Indian support for the College and to 


develop the College as a centre of Indian Christian Theology. H.P.S., Geneva 
TRIESTE Refugee Training School Flourishing 


It was early in 1952 that the world Council of Churches undertook to estab- 
lish a vocational training school for refugees in Trieste, Its purpose: to pro- 
vide refugees with skills and trades that will prepare them for emigration to new 
homelands and at the same time to build morale, community pride and a spirit of 
cocperation that allows for none of the deterioration so often found in refugee 
camps. his month the school celebrated its second birthday vith a three-day 
public exhibition, 


The exhibit was attended by the commanding and deputy generals of the Allied 
Lilitary Governnent which has played a very valuable part in the success of the 
school, city officials and representatives of the participating U.S. Escapee 
Program, the Intergovernmental Committee for Kuropean Migration, and Dr, Kdgar 
H.S, Chandler of the World Council of Churches! Service to Refugees, Also attend- 
ing as a guest was Roland Elliott of Church World Service in New York, 


The school, enrolling students from 15 different nations and seven religious 
faiths, offers six-month courses in mechanics, carpentry, toy-making, dress-making, 
tailoring, interior decoration, bricklaying, gardening, photography, technical 
drawing, commercial advertising and bookkeeping. Graduates receive a diploma and 
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so far have passed all state examinations given to graduates of normal two-year 
vocational courses. liany who have emigrated have sent back word from their new 
homelands of their ease in finding a job because of their new skill. 


Students receive practical experience in their trade by constructing and 
repairing facilities for the AMG Refugee Center, the voluntary agencies at work in 
trieste, and the VIS itself. In two years they have given 56,000 man-hours for 
this type of service. While 1,649 have been enrolled in VIS courses, 597 have 
been graduated with diplomas. Some of the outstanding students are now instructors 
in the school. Guests attending the exhibit reported that the shoes, toys, 
clothing, leather goods and furniture on display would compare favorably with 


commodities found in any shop in Italy or Switzerland. H.P.S., Geneva 
FRANCE Roman Catholic Voices 


The Roman Catholic press is drawing the attention of its readers to the 
Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches at Evanston, Illinois (August 
15th-30th, 1954). The May number of "Vers 1'Unité chrétienne" (the Catholic in- 
formation bulletin published by the "Istina" study centre in Paris) contains an 
article entitled "The big stages in our divisions". ile quote one or two extracts. 


"The Catholic Church assumed its modern aspect after the Council of Trent 
and in accordance with the decisions of that Council. In this more vigorous forn, 
the Catholic Church was able to spread in the new worlds...But in doing so it left 
its imprint on everything. It sent out off-shoots which partly reconquered the 
ground it had lost in the countries which had been won over by the Protestant 
Reformation, and in those which had been lost through the schism with the Eastern 
Church, It applied a progressive technique which took no account of the divisions 
within Christendom and which tended to create new ones. 


"Ihe ecumenical movement states the problem in an entirely different way, 
and at first the old methods were disconcerted by this new approach. 


"Furthermore, side by side with the ecumenical movement but entirely inde- 
pendent of it, a new evolution has started within the Catholic Church during 
these last few years. Has not the severity which marked the period after the 
Council of Trent been mitigated, since Pius XII ~ by publishing a new Latin 
psalter - inflicted a rude blow on the sacred, intangible totality (bloc) of the 
Vulgate which had been canonised by the holy Council? 


"An effective movement for the unity of tne Church assumes, of course, that 
an armistice is made in this 'state of siege'...The signs are perhaps only the 
first steps towards a much more important development, not in the sphere of faith 
and dogma, but in the institutions which spring from the rights of the Church. In 
any case these signs can only give us cause for hope." 


The same bulletin also gives the following explanations: 


"We have often stressed the fact that the ‘ecumenical movement! must not be 
reduced to what is being done within the framework, or under the auspices, of the 
World Council of Churches. Almost everywhere meetings are being held, attended 
by members of different confessions (often outstanding personalities) in order to 
discuss problems of common interest - theological or otherwise - and many of these 
meetings are organized quite independently of the World Council, They are rather 
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congresses of a scientific nature, attended by experts on some particular subject, 
belonging to different confessions. But this scientific collaboration, on sub- 
jects which interest the history, doctrine and life of the Church, is often con- 
ducive towards drawing people together in spirit. One congress of this kind was 
the Congress on Patristics held at Oxford in 1952, This Congress dealt with many 
questions whose solution is highly important, in shedding light on the problems 
which cause conflict between the separated Christian confessions. Efforts are 
being made to continue this initiative, while confining the discussions to a 
narrower range of subjects." 


Father Charles Boyer, editor of the review "Unitas" (Rome, July-August 1954) 
writes as follows about the Evanston Assembly: 


"hen this number appears, the preparations for the Evanston Assembly will 
be approaching completion. No Christian can remain indifferent to these meetings. 
We shall pray together for the success of this Assembly, which has taken as its 
main theme ‘Christ - the Hope of the World'. We shall say the prayer which has 
received the blessing of the Church, and which Athenagoras, Patriarch of Constan- 


tinople, loves so much: 'U God, unite our minds in truth, and unite our hearts 
in love'.! H.eP.S., Geneva 
FRANCE National Synod 


this is the second time that the National Synod of the Reformed Church of 
France has met in Normandy since the 16th century. This time the supreme body . 
representing French Protestantism met from June 12th to 14th 1954 in a reconstruc- 
ted church at Le Havre - one of the cities which suffered most from bombardment 
during the war. 


The report of the National Council of the Reformed Church of France was pre- 
sented by its chairman, Pastor Pierre Bourguet. The Synod discussed the following 
questions: "The ecumenical relations of the Reformed Church of France, its mis- 
Sionary responsibility, its ministry to youth, reconstruction in war-damaged towns, 
the revision of the liturgical formulations, the organisation of the general ser- 
vices of the Church, daily contacts with other confessions (especially with Roman 
Catholics), the strategy of the Church at the dawn of the second half of the cen- 
tury, the recruitment of pastors, the diversity of the Church's tasks, the inclu- 
sion of Proestant 'communities' in the Reformed Church of France, and many other 
subjects, All these questions were discussed and illustrated with concrete 
examples." 


Pastor Bourguet brought up the problem of recruiting pastors during the last 
thirty years. He particularly stressed the way in which the maintenance of the 
clergy depends on the loyalty of the church members. 


Pastor Marc Boegner chaired the meeting of the Commission of Reformed Chur- 
ches of France Overseas, which includes the Churches of Konakry, Dakar, Morocco, 
Tunis, Indochina and New Caledonia, He said, we must not fail to intercede for 
these Christian communities which are struggling with the most tragic situations 
and the greatest difficulties...ilore frequent contacts with these countries are 
essential, in order to maintain the unity of the Church and real communion be- 
tween its members. 


The Synod also dealt with the problem of the practical training of future 
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pastors, and with the question of a "pro ministerio" examination, which the candi- 
date for the ministry would have to pass at the end of his period of probation, 
before being admitted to ordination, 


The Synod also touched on the problem of women as pastors' assistants. 


Pastor Marc Boegner, Pastor Pierre Maury and Professor Jacques Ellul all 
took part in the discussion on the problem of evangelism in France. If the Church 
has any witness to make, it must be on the spot, but it must do something more 
than talk. It must also bear in mind the sociological aspect of evangelism, bear- 
ing witness through life (bearing in mind the need for care of the church building, 
the role of the press, posters, etc.). with regard to the problem of alcoholism, 
the Synod launched a solemn appeal. It recalled the numerous measures already 
adopted on this question, and was indignant about the inertia of the public autho- 
rities and about the way in which Parliament pandered to the electoral and finan- 
cial power of the alcohol manufacturers. 


The Synod then drew up a series of petitions, of which we quote the following: 
"That advertising of spirits be prohibited; 


"That higher taxation be imposed on firms which manufacture spirituous 
liquors to the detriment of the public health; 


"That the taxation raised in this way be used for the immediate construction 
of houses and schools; 


"That the number of cafés, of which France unfortunately holds the record, be 
reduced, as it has already been long ago in Sweden, and quite recently in Russia; 


"That the industrial manufacture and export of French fruit juices, and the 
import of fruit juices from the French Union, be encouraged by legislation, 
taxation reliefs, financial help and advertisement."! 


Messages and good wishes were received by the Synod from the Reformed Church 
of Alsace and Lorraine, from the Lutheran Church of France, from the Paris Mission, 
from the Reformed Alliance of Germany, from the Union of Protestant Churches of 
Belgium, from the Reformed Church of Holland, and from the Protestant Churches of 
Switzerland, B.P.S,, Geneva 
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-- -worshio service of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches, Sunday 
Bs: morning, August 15. In Zvanston, all the presidents of the World Council of 
4 Churches will have a part in the opening worship service. At that same hour 
ings churches in cities and villages of every continent will join in the service and 
e. many pastors will build their sermons on the theme of the Assembly, "Christ - i 
ng _ ‘The Hope of the World® or on "The Vorld Wide Christian Communi ty". Cr Meare 


Executive heede of practically all the USA member churches have approved 
the plan of local church "participation and the order of service for tivanston 
has been sent to local pastors, with the suggestion that as they plan their 
own services, they find ways to incorporate into them some of the elements of 
the Hvenston service. Bulletin covers making use of the official World Council 
poster will be used in many of the churches, 


. The processional hymn will be "A highty tose is Our God", Other hymns 
will be "In Christ There is No Zagt Nor West", "Jesus Shall Reign Where H'er 
the Sun" and "Come Thou Long-iixpected Jesus". Many churches will be including 
in their service the new hymn "Hope of the World, Thou Christ of Great 
Compassion" by Georgia Harness, chosen by the Hymn Society of America from 
some 500 hymns Piet a tals in their search for new ecumenical hymns to honour 
the Assembly. ' AK 

Lt? i 


Riese 
\ 


a. 


Scripture bacwiees) which will be included in Lida eat erpeyd 5 Se US service 
_ are I Peter 1, 2; Isaiah 53 and Philippians 2: 1-11. Some churches plan to 
- continve their prayers for the Assembly daily during the Hvanston meeting, 
using the daily Bible study guide on I Peter prepared by Dr. Paul Minear for 
_ the morning periods of the Assembly (New iivery Morning). 


The aim of the Ppa Pres 


Churche s and Chi ristian ‘Movemen 
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Preparatory materials which have been sent to she churches in this country 
have also been sent to the National Christian Councils in all countries where 
the World Council has member churches, so that essentially one great worship 
service, but observed according to many differing traditions and in many different 
tongues, will be taking place on every continent of the world as the first 


official act of the Assembly. H.P.S., Geneva 
CZTCHOSTOVAKTA Prevaration for Hvanston 


On the invitation of the Iutheran Church of Slovakia representatives of 
the Hungarian Reformed and Lutheran Churches, the Evangelical Church of Czech 
Brethren, the Reformed Church of Slovakia and the Evangelical Churches of the 
Augsburgian Confession in Silesia and Poland met in Bratislava on June 2-4 to 
express and promote the cause of ecumenism. 


General Bishop Jan Chabada of the lutheran Church of Slovakia welcomed the 
conference pointing out: "We meet here as members of different nations and 
cifferent churches - yet we want to witness together to the truth that Jesus 
Christ is the hope of the world... Our task is to do the will of our Lord in 
this world. This meeting of ours is a token of God's trust in us, who should 
iike to be the doers of this great commandment." 


The importance of the ecumenical conference in Bratislava is emphasised in 
the first number (June 1954) of the new "Information Service of the Protestant 
Churches in Czechoslovakia" - which is to appear every month in English and 
German, edited by Ludek Broz (Prague II, Jungmannova 9). "Here perhaps for the 
sirst time in the history of the Protestant Churches of the neighbour-states, 
their representatives were able to meet, in order to consider the possibilities 
of great cooperation in questionswhich purely concerned the church and theology, 
in a setting in which there was no shadow of the earlier national or confessional 
differences and conflicts." 


As the same "Information Service" announces, the churches in Czechoslovakia 
which are members of the World Council of Churches will be represented at the 
Second Assembly by six delegates, including Jan Chabada (General Bishop of the 
Slovak livangelical-Iutheran Church), Dr. Viktor Hajek (the Synodal Senior of the 
Hivangelical Church of the Bohemian Brethren), Imre Varga (the Bishop of the Slovak 
Reformed Christian Church) and Professor J.D. Hromadka (Dean of the Comenius 
Faculty of Protestant Theology in Prague). The theological preparations for the 
Second Assembly were undertaken in Czechoslovakia by six Commissions, each of 
which studied one of the subsidiary themes and also the main theme. Their 
findings were passed on to the churches through articles in the church paper 
and through lectures, H.P.S., Geneva 


HAWATT . 1955 Episcopal Convention to be held 


in Honolulu 
The 1955 General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church will be held 
in Honolulu, Hawaii, September 4-16. This will be the first time the General 
Convention meets in a missionary district, said Presiding Bishop Henry Knox 
Sherrill. He added it was his conviction that the Honolulu sessions "will give 
a tremendous impetus to our missionary work at home and abroad", 
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imphasizing the international and interracial character of the Episcopal 
Church, BishopH,K,, Sherrill,: recently announced that the 1955 General Convention 
would not be held in Houston, -Texas, as scheduled, Houston was chosen as the 
meeting site by the 1952 General Convention after Bishop Clinton S. Quin of Texas 
said he would make satisfactory arrangements for the non-segregated accommodation 
of all delegates. But some Episcopal groups charged that such arrangements had 
not been made, and several diocesan conventions burged Bishop Sherrill to change 
the site of the sessions... 


Protestant Episcopal Bishop Harry S. Kennedy of the Missionary District of 
Honolulu hailed the decision to hold the Church's 1955 General Convention in 
this city. He said that plans were being made to accommodate 3,000 people at 
the convention. 


According to Bishop Kennedy, Honolulu has a population of 235,000 made up 
of people of all racial and cultural backgrounds, with 20 Hpiscopal churches 


and 12 parochial day and boarding schools, all of which are self-supporting, 
H.P.S., Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN Reception for Scottish Delezates to Evanston 


The Scottish delegates to ivanston were the guests of the Scottish 
Churches’ Ecumenical Committee at a reception held in Hdinburgh on June 24 
arranged to give the delegates from the different denominations opportunity to 
get to know one another, 


The need to awaken the ordinary church member to the mission and unity of 
the Church was stressed by Mrs, Forrester, chairman of the Scottish Churches 
Heumenical Association, who outlined plans to bring the inspiration and message 
of Evanston to every congregation in Scotland by a nation-wide conference in the 
Assembly Hall, Edinburgh, to which all congregations would be invited to send 
representatives and at which in addition to all the Scottish delegates the Rev. 
D,T. Niles of Ceylon and Pastor J.W, Winterhager of the East German Church would 
be present. There should also be informal gatherings in homes or tea rooms at 
which the delegates would have opportunity to speak about the Assembly and, in 
order to encourage the formation of local ecumenical associations, two-day — 
gatherings for the training of local leaders would be held in a number of centres 
throughout Scotland. .P.S., Geneva 


Ad Interim Committee Meeting of the International: Missionary Council 


The Ad Interim Committee of the International Missionary Council will meet 
at Wagner College, Staten Island, July 15-24, Fifty nationals from twenty 
countries in Asia, Africa, Latin America, Hurope and North America will attend, 
This body meets to conduct the business of the Council mid-term between the 
quadrennial meetings of the larger international Committee of the Council which 
is its supreme governing body, 


Major attention at the IMC Ad Interim meeting will be given to perfecting 
plans for carrying out projects initiated at and since the Willingen Conference, 
1952; to taking a fresh look at the over-all world tasks of the IMC in the light 
of changing times; to a consideration of new initiatives which may be required 
of the IMC; and to a study of recommendations by the General Secretary for staff 

functions and administrative operations. H.P.S., Geneva 
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Migration of Refugees Increased 


The Administrative Committee of the Yorld Council of Churches! Department 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees heard last week that the month of 
May saw more emigration under World Council sponsorship than anytime since IRO 
days. 1,144 refugees were resettled by the World Council during May. The 
Lutheran World Service reported a similar record for that month. 


Definite progress was reported on plans for the resettlement of aged and 
ailing refugees in institutions in Zurope. Where movement to the U.S.A. under 
the new Refugee Relief Act will increase slowly through the current year, move- 
ment to Canada and Australia is still high. Emigration from China through Hong 
Kong appears to be increasing after a slow-down. The World Council, in addition 
to its normal resettlement programme in 20 to 30 countries, is assisting enigra- 
tion in such places as the Dominical Republic, Formosa and Thailand. 


A three-year programme of distributing increased shipments of surplus food 
from the U.S. Government through Church World Service was considered by the 
Committee. Although a new and tighter curtain has been lowered to block the 
shipment of all relief goods into the Hast Zone of Germany, several Churches 
in Europe have expressed their interest in receiving and distributing larger 
quantities of food. It was decided to hold a Consultation of iuropean churchmen 
on this matter in October. During 1953 the World Council of Churches recorded 
the transmission of $ 10,240,000 worth of food, clothing and medical supplies 
to lluropean churches and countries. 


The Committee also discussed Inter-Church and Service to Refugees as it 
would come up for discussion at Hvanston. Its major presentation to the Second 
Assembly will be a Dramatic Documentary entitled "By the Waters of Babylon" to 
be given on Sunday evening, August 22, This presentation, prepared under the 
direction of Miss Janet Lacey of ingland, will tell the story of inter-church 
aid and refugee services in drama, music and three short addresses. 

H.P.S., Geneva 


ISRAEL Jews and Hebrew Christians in Israel 


Dr, Max Enker, Secretary of the new organisation founded last January, "The 
Hebrew Christian Alliance in Israel", has written an article for the June 
number of "The Hebrew Christian" (London) (the organ of the International Hebrew 
Christian Alliance) on the need for a "crusade of true Christian love" among the 
Jews. 


The population of Israel today consists largely of Jews from the Near and 
Middle Hast, who until a few years ago were living a life on the Oriental 
pattern, which was often pre-mediaeval in character. The other inhabitants, 
who form public opinion, are emigrants from Eastern and Central Hurope and 
their children, born in Israel. Only an increasingly small fraction come from 
the countries of Western Europe or from the U.S.A. While they lived among those 
other nations, the Jews suffered long centuries of persecution and oppression. 
The last and most violent outbreaks which they experienced were the pogroms in 
Russia and Germany in this generation. Many Jews died in the gas—chambers be- 
cause other countries, which called themselves Christian, refused to let them 
take refuge in their midst, or because another country (which also called itself 
Christian and which then held the mandate over Palestine) refused to allow them 
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to enter the land of their fathers. Too few of them have ever experienced real 
Christian love, in order to influence the bad general impression. 


Max Enker's article continues: "Those who are engaged in taking the 
Gospel to the people of Israel are nearly all citizens of the Christian nations 
mentioned above, There are, naturally, individual Jews who know them personally 
as sincere believers and respect them for their honest Christian way of life. 
But the great majority are prevented from making their acquaintance by their 
prejudice against Christianity. They are influenced by the propaganda of the 
orthodox Jewish minority to regard them as foreigners with an unfriendly attitude 
to the State of Israel... The baptized Jews they see as renegades who have left 
their peoole in order to become members of another people, not another faith... 
Until not so long ago many of the baptized Jews did their best to "assimilate" 
in the peoples among whom they lived." 


Max Enker indicates two ways out of this dangerous situation. "The first 
is the responsibility of the Hebrew Christians. We have today a new type of 
convert, stressing by the name Hebrew Christian that side by side with their 
faith in Christ they want to maintain their membership of the people of Israel, 
the people of the covenants which the Lord has never broken. We now have a 
Hebrew Christian Alliance in Israel, witnessing by its very existence to the 
fact that a Jew can believe in Jesus, the Messiah of Israel and the Saviour of 
the world, and remain a true son of his people. This new Alliance needs our 
full support in prayer and practice. Its significance may be seen from the 
fact that the Hebrew press in Israel reported its establishment in an entirely 
objective way, and that one of the Hebrew weeklies published an account of an 
interview with the president and secretary of the young Alliance, Dr. Otto F. 
Cahn, of the Church of Scotland, Jaffa... The second way in which the misunder- 
standing of Christianity in Israel can be remedied is by showing them what 
Christianity really is... Let His real disciples but manifest some signs of a 
Divinely inspired love and they will find it worth while to have a second thought 
about the source of this inspiration. There are many objects in the upbuilding 
of Israel which Christians abroad could support, expressing their love by un- 
selfish deeds... Not only by establishing homes for those who are already 
believers, but by supporting Jewish institutions without asking for faith in 
return, but just ensuring that it is known that the help is given in the name 


of the Body of Christ on earth.” H.P.S., Geneva 
TURKWY Relaxation of Religious Restrictions 


It is reported that the disestablishment of Islam remains the base of 
Turkey's religious policy, but the restrictions imposed on Islamic institutions 
and practices have now been relaxed, with consequent benefit to Christian 
organisations as well, 


Government representatives attended the opening by the Armenian Church 
of a Theological School in Uskudar, and permission has been given to one of 
the Protestant Armenian Churches in Istanbul to complete a building which had 


been left unfinished since the first World War through lack of funds. 
H.P.S., Geneva 


=. 
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"That They All May Be One!" 
Two ecumenical broadcasts 


The Christian broadcasting organisations cooperating in "World Committee 
for Christian Broadcasting" report a remarkabie success of theix ecumenical 
broadcast at Whitsun, "That they all may be one!", This broadcast was trans— 
mitted in different languages from Holland, Switzerland and Germany, and also 
by broadcasting stations overseas in Japan, Korea, the Philippines, Latin America, 
the U.S.A. and the Near Hast. The broadcast told the history of Christianity 
among different races and peoples of the world. A great deal of preparatory work 
had resulted in collective recordings of chorales and addresses from China, India, 
Indonesia, Africa and North America. The broadcast closed by drawing attention 
to the approaching Assembly at Uvanston, and the Whitsun message of the World 
Council of Churches was read by Dr. W.4,. Visser 't Hooft, its General Secretary. 


BS 


In preparation for the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 
Hvanston, U.S.A, (August 15-31, 1954), the British Broadcasting Corporation 
broadcast an ecumenical evening service on June 13 entitled "One faith: One 
Church?", The service was attended by members of different Protestant denomina-— 
tions. A special recording of an address by Dr. Oliver S. Tomkins (London), 
member of the Commission on Faith and Order of the World Council of Churches, 


was included in this broadcast. #.P,5., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Significance of Christian Colleges ixpressed 


(New York) Students, faculty and college administrators should each take respons- 
ibility for making their college a community of persons engaged in the search for 
truth. This is what the first quadrennial: convocation of Christian colleges, 
meeting for five days at Denison University, Granville, Ol, said to the 471 


-Protestant church-related colleges in the U.S.A. The convocation was called by 


the National Council of Churches! Commission on Christian Higher Fducation,. 


In addresses before eight plenary sessions, on aspects of "The Christian 
College and Its Responsibility in American Life Today", leaders in education, 
science, business and religion outlined the overall philosophy for making these 
colleges true Christian communities. ‘Then they sat down in 28 seminar sessions 
with the 700 delegates - ranging from undergraduates to college presidents and 
trustees - and helped frame specific answers to the twin questions as to what 
these Christian educational communities must do. on-campus and off-campus to achieve 
these aims. 


The on-campus report asserted: "The Christian college should never be con- 
tent to be a mirror or reflection of contemporary culture; rather it must seek 


to become progressively more Christian and have, as one of its aims, the continued 
transformation of the total culture in which it exists," 


The seminar called upon students to dedicate themselves to the goals of 
academic achievement and to concern themselves with the meaning of Christian faith 
for their student life. The 69 students present played an important role in all 
deliberations due to their frank criticism and their insistence on the need for 
more democracy in the colleges, 
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In a series of resolutions, the convocation called for: 
1. Intellectual freedom — re-affirming belief in freedom of inquiry, thought 
and expression and deploring "on the one hand, the dangers of Communism, and on 
the other, the dangers of regimentation, thought control, guilt by association, 
and mass hysteria which may be generated in poorly conceived opposition to 


Communism"; 


2, An end to segregation - welcoming the Supreme Court decision (See EPS No. 22) 
and recommending "to all our colleges and universities that they, in understanding 
and Christian love, admit students, appoint faculty members, and employ other 
college personnel without regard to race"; 


3, A foreign policy based on Christian spirit - asserting that its purpose be 
in the spirit of service, brotherhood and love... 


Another resolution recommended that the National Council of Churches' 
Commission on Christian Higher Education conduct next Fall a series of regional 
convocations in Christian colleges, aided by state councils of churches, where 
possible. Those smaller meetings will carry to as many colleges as possible the 
values of the first quadrennial convocation and secure their continuing aid in 
increasing their effectiveness as Christian institutions. This will effectuate 
the two main purposes of the convocation in providing the church-related colleges 
with an opportunity to plan: through united action, and to demonstrate to the 
educational world and to our free society the continuing significance of the 
Christian college and university. | H.P.S., Geneva 


"The Lutheran World" 


"The only way is for all of us so to keep in mind the presence of Christ in 
Word and Sacrament. Then all other questions become secondary. If Christendom 
could thus understand its ecumenical task, all unnecessary controversies would 
cease. The voice of truth would be heard above all other voices and the unity 
of the Church would be marked by what characterized the ancient church: 'The 
Church was at rest and was edified'! (Acts 9:31)." 


These are the closing sentences of the introductory article by Dr, Hanns 
Lilje (Hannover), President of the Lutheran World Federation, in the first 
number of the "Lutheran World"; the article deals with world Lutheranism in the 
20th century. 


This important new publication of the lutheran World Federation, which 
explains the basic thought of world Lutheranism and its future aims, includes 
the following articles: "Translated Theology?" by Julius Bodensieck; "HZschato- 
logical Hope and Social Action" by Gustaf Wingren; "Christ - the Hope of the 
World" by Regin Prenter. This last article deals especially with the main theme 
of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches, which is being dealt 
with from the biblical viewpoint as an eschatological event, while taking due 
account of its secularised undercurrents: "The Evanston Assembly will have to 
testify to our hope in Jesus Christ. In so doing it should expose the falseness 
of all Christian forms of utopia and all secular hopes. It should also give rise 
to a new, living service of love to the world that goes towards its judgment. 
That would prove that the Assembly had heard and understood the message of Jesus 
Christ, the Hope of the World." 
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Two other articles, "Christians in the Struggle for World Community" by 
Robert van Deusen, and "The Church amidst National and Racial Tensions’! by Ger- 
hard Brennecke, introduce the reader to further problems which will be discussed 
at the Assembly, and which are discussed here in the spirit of the Lutheran 
Church. 


The second section of the magazine contains descriptions of the work of the 
different Departments of the Lutheran World Federation. There are also reports 
on the theological and practical influence of Iutheranism in different countries: 
Palestine, Brazil, Hong kong and Slovekia. 


Pastor Hans Bolewski, who is the editor of this paper, writes in his con- 
cluding remarks, that the present issue has admittedly given more space to 
theological problems in the strict sense of the word than will be the case in 
the future. The main concern of this issue is to aid Lutheran preparation for 
the Assembly at Evanston. The next issue too, however, will still be largely 


devoted to the themes of Evanston. £.P.S., Geneva 
AUSTRIA Growth of the Protestant Church 


The Protestant Church in Austria is poor financially, poor in buildings 
and pastors, but rich in new members and in the self-sacrificing service of its 
congregations, said Bishop D. May of Vienna recently. Although only seven per 
cent of the population of Austria today are Protestant, their numbers are 
steadily increasing. One reason for this, Bishop May said, was the influx of 
refugees, but it was also due to converts from Catholicism and to the large 
number of children in Protestant families. During the last few years 23 Pro- 
testant churches and 14 parish-halls had been built; ten churches and eight 
pearish-halls were in course of construction, and twelve more churches and five 
more parish-halls were planned. During the past fifty years the membership of 
the Protestant Church in Austria had increased from 47,000 to 140,000. It 
regarded evangelism as its special task and for this work it needed help and 


helpers. H.P.S., Geneva 
NORWAY : Por 110 Years Norwezian Mission to Israel 


(Oslo) The Norwegian Mission to Israel recently celebrated its 110th anniversary. 
Working among the Jews in Rumania before the wax, cvhe mission has now transferred 
its missionaries to Israel where a congregation was founded in Haifa which is 
constantly growing. According to recent news, work was also started in Tel Aviv. 
H.P.S., Geneva 
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_ (Leipzig) "This Leipzig Kirchentag has become an siuebok part of the movement for 

- ecumenical unity and of thelife of Protestant Christians," declared Dr. Reinold von 

: Thadden-Trieglaff, the President of the Kirchentag, at ee closing session. This 
tinal meeting was attended by 500,00G lay Protestants from all over Germany; all 

_ the church-bells in leipzig were pealing as the Kirchentag closed with the chorale 

"Now thank we all our God", Here in brotherly fellowship, as oné churchman said, a 

- nation broke down the barrier dividing East from west and emerged into the orld 

~ fellowship of Christendom, expressing its faith in the light of the main theme of 

a Are eee en apsembl ys "Be joyful fat hope #"" for "Christ is the Hope of the world," 


| SS8 


Hlaborate proper aeions had been made, and during ‘the Kirchentag no less than 
B34 churches, halls and public places were used for meetings. 50,000 free lodgings 
Bong been arranged for the 60,000 people who attended it, who arrived in Leipzig in> 
69 special trains from East oa west. There were moving scenes when the 13 special 
Priest German trains were welcomed at the frontier-stations of Warienborn and Wartha.— , 
The main streets and central squares of Leipzig were decked with 600 flags, posters 
and bells in honour of the Kirchentag. Evangelistic meetings and special announce- 
ments carried the message of bec Kirchentag to the outskirts of the city and other. 
parts of the East zone. ' 
B ‘The cultural programme, ae ‘its 201 items, confirmed Leipzig's reputation as 
“the city of Bach"; exhibitions, poetry-readings and theatre performances all con- 
tributed to the stimulation of thought. All the broadcasting stations in \.estern 
and Eastern Germany gave daily reports about Aides pit ane oben cinemas are showing 
, e nevis real about the Kirchentag. Sh 1 


s and C) hrs ictsng Atoneme ' a ta ic. iene kaka Ve 
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The work of the Kirchentag began with an impressive opening service in the 
Wilhelm-Leuschner-Platz, attended by '/5,000 people from the Eastern and «western 
zones, After expressing his gratitude to the Landeskirche of Saxony for its hospi- 
tality, and to the authorities of the German Democratic Republic, Dr. von Thadden 
welcomed the representatives of churches in other countries, of every nation and 
race. He read a telegram from Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, who expressed the hope that the Leipzig Kirchentag might 
be a live and visible sign of Christian hope in this world. Dr. von Thadden stressed 
the spiritual character of the Kirchentag: "We have nothing to do with highly un- 
Christian attempts to embellish borrowed opinions on industrial, social, political 
and philosophical problems by clothing them in pious phrases, and offering them to 
the people as a new message of salvation. We are meeting here in the name of Christ,'! 


25,000 young people from the Hastern Zone took as their theme "the Praise of 
God out of the Depths". Their message was convincing proof of the virility of the 
young people's movement in the Uhurch, which had been subjected to a campaign of 
severe oppression the year before, 


‘the receptions and discussions provided opportunities for contacts between 
politicians from Eastern and western Germany: Dr. Hermann Ehlers (Bonn), the Presi- 
dent of the Bundestag, met Dr. Dieckmann, the President of the Volkskammer from the 
Soviet zone. Dr. Tillmanns (Bonn), Minister of the Bundestag, and Dr. Ludwig 
Wietzger (Darmstadt), former ilinister of State, and Herr Nuschke, the Deputy Prime 
Minister from the Eastern zone, were also in Leipzig. 


The six study-groups (see E.P.S. No, 19) based their deliberations on the daily 
Bible study (the first chapter of Revelations), introduced by Pastor Liithi (from 
Switzerland), Kirchenprdsident Niemoller and Professor Rendtorff (of Kiel). In the 
first study group Pastor Hamel (student chaplain in Halle) drew attention to the 
Uhristian knowledge of God's judgment and grace under. the title "The forgotten 
articles of faith: Christ's return’, Pastor Hamel stressed particularly clearly the 
distinction between the Christian view of history and the Liberal and Warxist con- 
ceptions of progress. In the second study-group Dr. Heinrich Vogel, Professor at 
the Kirchliche. Hochschule in West Berlin, spoke on "The Image of the Invisible God", 
He contrasted Marxist man with the Christian conception of man. As the antithesis 
of the inhumanity of our age, he depicted the reality of Jesus Christ - the only 
true man among all God's creatures, In the third study group Dr. Heinemann, Presi- 
dent of the pan-German Synod, spoke on the subject "In the Kingdom of this King 
people love Righteousness", An order based on justice, he said, could exist only 
where people and nations respected the divine origin of justice. Respect for 
justice was completely lost when it was reduced to a mere weapon in the struggle 
between conflicting interests and political programmes. The fourth study group dealt 
with social questions, its theme "The things of this world shall pass away" being 
explained by Pastor Schwade (Freiberg) in relation to people at work. He showed the 
only possible course for the Christian in this world - a course which steered its 
way between worldliness on the one hand. and escapism on the other, 


The fifth study group was particularly well attended. In it Dr. Anz (ilagdeburg) 
spoke on the subject "Who holds the earth in His hand?" He defined the position of 
the Church in face of the ideologies of East and West: "we Christians do not want 
struggles and conflicts with the State, but we do want to live in accordance with 
our faith. We are not prepared, however, to follow any kind of ideology and to act 
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against our conscience, The classless society of Communism will not achieve per- 
fection in an earthly paradise, nor will the "free world" do so either, That is why 
we cannot share the enthusiasm of Communism nor the religious fervour that is becom- 
ing more and more apparent in the political decisions of the estern world." In the 
same study group Herr Klaus von Bismarck, head of a social institution at Villigst 
(Ruhr), and a refugee, gave the most stimulating address of the whole Kirchentag on 
"The Christian View of Property". iihat he said about the loss of property was most 
significant for all who had been driven out of the Hast: "I see no way of returning 
there without another war and another terrible panic. In my opinion history (and 
God is the Lord of history) has already transformed the system of property there." 


‘In the Christian view", explained Herr Bismarck, "property is never a personal 


_ possession to which the individual has a right... If we meet here as Christians 


from the Eastern and Western zones, in order to free ourselves from certain politi- 
cal slogans, we must overcome the idea that the capitalist order of property accepted 
in the west deserves a Christian halo, But we must reject, with equal soberness, the 
expectation that the communal property system will give men more freedom," 


The Kirchentag was attended by over two hundred representatives of the ecumeni- 
cal movement and by ecumenical guests from 27 countries - Africa, Australia, Brazil, 
Argentine, Madagascar, Canada, wlexico, the U.S.A., Indonesia, India, Japan, China 
and Jordan - and by delegates from Czechoslovakia and Hungary, Ata "World Missions 
Hour" visitors from overseas confirmed the great fellowship of Christians all over 
the world and reported on the mission work being undertaken by the churches in their 


. home countries to combat paganism (both old and new). 


The climax of the Leipzig Kirchentag was the public meeting held on the last 
day, July llth, attended by nearly all the Bishops and Presidents of the German 
Protestant Churches. Bishop Cullberg of Sweden, representing the world Council of 
Churches and the Lutheran World Federation, conveyed greetings within the ecumenical 
fellowship. Bishop Dibelius (Berlin), President Wilm (Bielefeld) and General Super- 
intendent Jacob (Kottbus) emphasised the slogan of the Kirchentag, "Rejoicing in 
hope = patient in tribulation - continuing instant in prayer". "No one knows whether 
the Hastern and Western zones will soon be united", says the message of the Kirchen- 


tag to the Christian Churches. "Perhaps a long and difficult road lies before us. 


The danger exists that some people may break down from exhaustion, while others will 
take care of themselves. ive do not want that to happen. We want to hold firmly 
together, For the peace of Christ has power over us." Hot spey, Geneva 


ieC.U. General Secretary Answers Roman-C«-tholic Archbishop 


(New York) Leaders in the World Council of Churches here have expressed surprise 

that the pastoral letter published b, the Archbishop cf Chicago (Cardinal Stritch), 

on July 7, concerning the matter of "church unity", apparently ignores a part of the 
official "Instruction" about the ecumenical movement, issued by the Vatican, December 
1949. ‘The Vatican document, they said, has been interpreted within the Roman-Catholic 
Church itself as leaving a door open for the participation of Roman Vatholics in 


- ecumenical gatherings if necessary ecclesiastical authorization has been given. 


lhe present pastoral letter of the Chicago Cardinal, issued at this time, the World 
Council churchmen said, is obviously meant to indicate that Roman Catholics cannot 
take part in the Assembly of the world Council of Churches, to be held at Evanston in 


August. 
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br, i.4. Visser 't Hooft, General Secretary of the «orld Uouncil of Churches, 
in the United States to confer on final arrangements for the Assembly said, "It is 
difficult to understand why the pastoral letter of Chicago does not mention this 
new instruction (the Vatican "Instruction" ), which has already been implemented on 
several occasions. It was on the basis of this instruction from the Vatican that a 
small group of Koman Catholic observers, with the permission of their authorities 
concerned, attended the World vouncil's Faith and Order vLonference in Lund, Sweden, 
gmolo52, 1 


"{t is well known," he continued, "that a number of prominent Roman Catholics 
have been in favour of observers attending the Evanston meeting, as evidence of 
friendly goodwill, even if they do not participate in the discussions." In France, 
he said, a Roman Catholic publication had indicated that the hierarchy in the U.S.A. 
had decided against this. "From the point of view of the world Vouncil," said Dr. 
Visser 't Hooft, "this is regrettable." Dr..Samuel wclrea Cavert, Executive Secre- 
tary of the World Council in the U.S.A. supported Dr. Visser 't Hooft's statement 
on the letter, 


"Ihe world Council of Churches stands for the greatest possible measure: of con- 
sultation and cooperation among all who have a common loyalty to vhrist as Bivine 
lord anc Saviour. Such consultation and cooperation do not involve any compromise 
in the realm of faith and doctrine, (n the contrary, the existence. of a wide area 
of agreement in Christian faith, in spite of serious difference at certain points, 
calls for earnest effort tc bear as much of a common witness as possible," said 


Dee Visser 't Hooft, li.P.S., Geneva 
UNITE STATES Statement on "Responsible Parenthood! 


(Los Angeles) A statement laying down broad guiding principles on the planning of 
parenthood was adopted unanimously by the Augustana Lutheran Church at its 95th 
annual synod in Los Angeles, June 14-20. Entitled "Responsible Parenthood", the 
document represented a compilation from two statements prepared by the Commission on 
Secial Relations of the American lutheran Conference, a federation of five church 
bedies, including Augustana. Augustana Church, representing 500,0CO members, is the 
first of the bodies to adopt the report as an official statement of the Church, 


The report says: "Any planning for the number and spacing of the births of their 
children must be practised prayerfully in accord with the fruits of the Spirit rather 
than in indulgence of the lusts of the flesh, and in the full freedom of the redeemed 
believer «who feels his stewardship responsibility to his Lord." The statement further 
warns that "an unrestrained production of children without realistic regard to God- 
given responsibilities involved in rearing children in 'the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord' may be as sinful and as selfish an indulgence of the lusts of the flesh as 
is the complete avoidance of parenthood," 


"Such things as income and standards of living, pressures for advancement in 
oné's work, concern over the maternity process and over the health of the mother of 
of the child, and the uncertainties of the times or of social conditions," the 
statement notes, "should not be given undue consideration in determining a couple's 
acceptance of parental responsibilities." The statement condems receurse to abortion 
when an unexpected pregnancy occurs, asserting that "except as a medical measure to 
save the mother's life, abortion will not be resorted to by Christians obedient to 
the commandinent 'Thou shalt not kill'." 
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ithe report frowns on artificial insemination when someone other than the husband 
is used as the donor, because of the "moral implications as well as the clouded legal, 
secial, biological and psychological aspects" involved in such procedure. It 
suggests that the Uhristian couple unable to have children of their own have other 
courses open to them, by adopting children through legitimate channels or by finding 
"constructive outlets for their interests in direct child-serving occupations or in 
community services for the welfare of children." 


In a section dealing with adultery, the report declares that sex relations 
outside of marriage, whether before an intended marriage or outside an established 


marriage bond, "are a violation of God's will." #.P.S., Geneva 
LAS cite lt British and German Church Leaders in iioscow 


Dr. Gustav Heinemann (Diisseldorf), President of the Synod of the Evangelical 
Church in Germany, recently visited the Soviet Union together with five other clergy- 
men, for the purpose of promoting understanding with the Russian Orthedox Church. 
After his return Dr. Heinemann reported that there was "a very little, but very 
significant, amount of church life! in the Soviet Union and that the Church "was 
very skillful in making the most of the opportunities offered by the State." Pre- 
sident Heinemann drew particular attention to the very important work of biblical 
exegesis undertaken by the Russian Crthedox Church during its religious services - 
all other spheres of activity being prohibited. There was a widespread desire to 
have babies baptised, Even the Communist officials frequently had their children 
baptised. In many parishes 80 to 90 per cent of all the new babies were brought by 
their parents to be baptised. It was no unusual occurrence for 250 baptisms to be 
performed at one service. 


In the first week of July, Dr. Ernest A. Payne, General Secretary of the Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, Dr. F. Townley Lord, and Dr. .alter 0, Lewis 
returned from a fortnight's visit to the Soviet Union, They went at the invitation 
of the All-Soviet Council of Evangelical Christian Baptists. The Council has under 
its care over 5,000 churches, scattered throughout the Soviet Union. There are at 
present 512,000 baptised believers in these churches. 


in the British weekly "The Christian", Dr. Payne gives some facts about his 
iapressions of Baptist church life in hussia which might amplify the report recorded 
in E.P.S. No. 23. He writes: "Wwe visited Moscow, woronesh, Stalingrad, Rostov, 
Taganrog (on the Sea of Azov), Kharkov and and Leningrad... lHverywhere we went we 
found crovided churches and were assured that thi. is true throughout the Soviet 
Union... In the city of Kharkov it is necessary to have three services every Sunday, 
as well as several during the week... We were told that in and around Kiev there 
are no fewer than 160 churches. Some of the largest congregations, we were informed, 
ave in Central Asia and in Siberia... Last year some 40 persons applied to the 
Moscow church for baptism and membership." 


"The relations between the Orthodox Church and the Baptist," Dr. Payne conti- 
nues, "are far better than they were before the Revolution. the organised religious 
instruction of tue young outside the home is forbidden, so that youth work of the 
kind known in the West is impossible... There is a great need for hymnoooks and 
Bibles, but the leaders of the Baptist Council assured us, that they hope soon to 
secure permission to print both Bibles and hymnbooks..." 
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ie have come back assured that the Living Christ has been and is at work in 
the Soviet Union." H#.P.5., Geneva 


Bill Graham Returns to the United States 


Billy Graham, the American evangelist, has returned to New York after more 
than four months in Western Kurope. At washington on July Sth he stated that the 
deepest impression, left by his journey to Europe, was the new, living spirit of 
religion in Great Britain and Western Kurope and the hunger of all these people for 
God. The real problem which confronted the world was not the hydrogen-bomb but the 
question, how to understand the nature of man, As long as this question remained 
unanswered, the other problems could not be tackled with any success, 


Dr. Graham went back to the States after addressing a meeting of Christian 
leaders and missionaries in Paris, Other European towns visited were Stockholm, 
Copenhagen, and Amsterdam, where a crowd estimated at 36,000 attended a great open- 
air rally, and hundreds of conversions were recorded, The evangelist proceeded to 
Germany, visiting Frankfurt and then Dusseldorf, where Dr. Graham spoke to an 
audience of about 20,000 people. The Olympic Stadium in Berlin was the site of a 
rally, which about 75,000 people attended, including Bishop Otto Dibelius (Berlin). 


After Billy Graham's departure from England, several papers raised the question, 
what vias to become of the people who had been converted at his public meetings. A 
minister writes, in "The British weekly", that in many cases the people who signed 
the "decision-cards" were already members of a church; others had declined the in- 
“vitation to attend a meeting for. follcew-up work, Th. writer claims that such points 
must bc mentioned, in ordvr to have a true picture of the cffects of Billy Graham's 


ai B 
campaign, #.P.5., Geneva 


INDIA : vommittee proposed to Handle liissionar Problem 


(New Delhi) Indian Christians and foreign missionaries have proposed that a commit- 
tee be set up to handle problems arising between the missionaries and the Indian 
government, The committee plan was submitted to President Rajendra Prasad by Dr.#. 
Stanley Jones, a noted American evangelist. Its purpose is to smooth relations 
between the government and foreign Christian missionaries. 


Dr, Jones stated that proselytism is degrading both to religion and to the 
persons undergoing it, But at a recent YMCA meeting, he said Christian missionaries 
did believe in conversion and had "no apologies" for trying to bring it about. He 
also declared that an artificially inspired misunderstanding of the role of foreign 
missionaries in India had been responsible for the widespread criticism. 


in secking establishment of a committee, Dr. Jones' group said foreign mission- 
aries repudiated the offering of inducement for conversion and added that they wanted 
to play no part in politics, 


The statement further said that missionaries ought to encourage loyalty to the 
government and should not attack the faith of others. H.P.5., Geneva 


UNITED STATES wiss Anderson Appointed Assistant General Secretary 
The General Secretary of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A., Dr. Roy G. Ross, announced the appointment of Miss Leila Anderson (New York) 
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as Assistant General Secretary for program with responsibility for coordinating the 
activities of the multiple units of the nation's largest religious body. iliss 
Anderson, fcrmer national student work director of the Y.:CA and a leader in the co- 
operative. church movement for many years, is the first woman tc hold a top ranking 
position in the general administration of the National Vouncil of Churches of Uhrist 
in the U.S.A, She will take over her new duties on August 15. B.P.o., Geneva 


.eeting of Executive Comiuittee of world's VLommittee of YuCAs 


the sxecutive Committee of the .orld's Committee of Y..CAs met in the Interna- 
tional YuCA Centre, Castle Mainau, Germany, from June 2U-25. There were represent- 
atives from each of the six continents, including outstanding laymen, Secretaries 
and fraternal delegates from the Werld's YwOA, the world's Student Christian Federa- 
tion and the orld Council of Churches, 


The main topic under discussion was the world Uentennial VConference to be held 
in Paris in August 1955. General and local preparations for this great event are 
well advanced and agreement was reached that the programme should be in harmony with 
the inter-confessional character cf the YMCA and that youth leadership should be 
given a prominent place, The Centennial will be celebrated not only in remembrance 
of the achievements of the world's Alliance during the last hundred years, but also 
as an opportunity of launching a programme for the next century to which members and 
leaders of all National Alliances shculd be called to dedicate themselves. 


Three new National General Secretaries were introduced: Dr. Jay A, Urice of 
the National Council of YMCAs of the U.S.A., Mr. f. Bopp who succeeds Dr. D. Erich 
Stange in Germany, and vr. David Malaiperuman who is to succeed tir. TD. Santwan as 
General Secretary of the Council of Y:.CAs of India and Ceylon. 


A study of student work is to be undertaken and a joint consultation of YMCA/ 
YiWCA/:SCF is to be held in 1955 before the Centennial. A survey was made of work 


in other fields, including work with refugees and migrants, SBoys' Werk, Young wlen's 
serk. and Publications. bP. ., Geneva 
GihwgAT BRITAIN Stockholm boys UVhoir Sings for refugees 


The Stockholm Boys Choir have returned to Sweden after a fortnight's tour of 
anglish towns and cities on behalf of the Inter=Church Aid and lKefugee Service of the 
british Vouncil of Churches, The concerts were arranged by the local vouncils of 
Churches, and quite apart from the money raised for the refugees, links have been 
forged between the British and Swedish Churches. Hae eps’, Geneva 


"The Ecumenical Review", July 1954 

ihe Ecumenical Review", published quarterly by the world Council of Uhurches, 
appeared on July lst. Articles in the new issue include an appraisal of the i/orld 
Council of Churches by Pastor Mare Boegner, the President of the Protestant Federa- 
tion of France anda Fusident of the orld Council, and an analysis of the conference 
held in Pretoria in Nevember 1953 between representatives of the Dutch Reformed 
Uhurch and other Church bodies in Seuth Africa, The author of the second of these 
articles is Dr. Norman Goodall, London Secretary of the International :iissionary 
Council, who was present at the Prutoria Conference and relates its achievements to 
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the discussions on the Race Question at present going on in the .orld Louncil of 
Uhurches. Other articles include a review of the new "History of the Ecumenical 
Movement', ‘the reviewer is Roland H. Bainton, Professor of icclesiastical History 
at Yale Divinity School, U.S.A. "Evanston and the Ecumenical ilission", is discussed 
by Dr. Charles T. Leber of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Churches 
re thei. 5A, 


the full text of the Third Report of the Advisory Commission on the main theme 
of the forthconing Evanston Assembly of the .orld vouncil of Churches appears in 
this issue. There are contributions on the recent developments in inter-church aid 
in Korea, and on the concept of laymen's work. Book revicws deal with recent 
publications on the Christian hope, the Nineteen Hundredth Anniversary of the Greek 
Church, the Uhurchand the Jewish people and the Christian approach tc Communism. 
De bwoe,) Ceneva 


KOGA Community Development Team Planned 


James B. Atkinson, ficld supervisor of Korea Church world Service (KCwS), 
visited Geneva July 9, on his way from Korea to the Second Assembly of the .orld 
Council of Churches at Evanston, lll., U.S.A. His visit provided an opportunity for 
a meeting between members of the staff of the Department of Inter-Church Aid and 
Service to Refugees of the World Council and representatives of the United Nations 
Korean Reccnstruction Agency (UNKRA). 


At a meeting with Sir Arthur Rucker, chief of the European regional office of 
UNKRA, and Mr. Uit den Bogaard, chief UNKRA welfare officer in Korea, the hope was 
expressed that a community coordinated development team might be formed by the 
action of wember churches of the »orld Council acting through Korea Church world 
service which is the Korea church relief agency. 


The matter has already been discussed with KCwWS and an area has provisionally 
been sclected in cooperation with UNKRA. Several Huropean churches have expressed 
interest in the plan and it will shortly be discussed with the Department of Church 
world Service in the United States, which has played the leading part in supporting 
KCWS., Churches from many countries are already supporting a programme in Korea 
which includes contributed goods, new limbs and rehabilitation for amputees, work- 
shops and homes for widows, milk-fceding centers for children and homes for homeless 


girls. H.P.os, Geneva 
Ds 6.0 ott 5 The Thomaner Choir in Leningrad and lloscow 


The Seviet news-service, TASS, informs us that the Leipzig Thomaner Choir, 
conducted by Dr. Gunter Ramin, is performing the Passion according tc St. John, by 
Johann Sebastian Bach, in Leningrad. During the next few days it is to give a 
second concert in the "Festsaal" of the Leningrad Philharmonic, for which all the 
tickets were sold out days ago. ‘The applause at the close of the performance is 
said to have been a real ovation. The concerts given by the Themaner Choir in the 
conservatoire at Moscow were also received with tremendous applause. The Choir is 
concluding its tour with two concerts in Kiev. #.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Open Letter welcomes Evanston Velegates from Hungary 


"oe believe that the Hungarian Churches should be represented by their pre- 
sent leaders at the Evanston Assembly, and that their representatives should be 
welcomed to the States as fellow Christians whatever judgments may be made about 
their attitudes toward the regime in their country," says the American bi-weekly 
"Christianity and Crisis" - edited by Reinhold Niebuhr and John C. Bennett - in 
giving space to an open letter written by a Hungarian Reformed churchman who is 
in exile in the U.S.A., Alexander Sandor Ungvary. 


Referring to a number of movements that have been launched and several decla- 
rations that have been made condemning church leaders in Hungary, not only because 
of their actions, but on the basis of certain statements they have made and havee 
been forced to make, Mr. Ungvary writes that these Hungarian churchmen are un- 
questionably responsible for everything they do and say, 


"But they owe accounting not to us, b t to the whole body of Hungarian 
Christians, to their own conscience, and above all to God," 


ir. Ungvary asks "When Hungarian Christians seek to carry out their diffi- 
cult historic mission among the peoples of Southeast Kurope, fighting on two fronts 
at the same time, in relation to Communism and Roman Catholic totalitarianism, is 
it allowable for us, therefore, to stigmatize them in the sight of the free 
Christians of the world?... Berove our eyes is the ideal of ecumenical Christian- 
ity, and to attain it we need the cooperation of all Christian churches. Who 
would have the right to deny that no contribution can here be made by ,the Hungarian 
ivangelical Church which has suffered so much and which thus has lessons to teach 
US. TOO? vs 6 


The atm of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thouaht cnd opinion in and avout the 


Churche: and Christian Movements. It ic therefore not tn ho held #achamshh 


Fy aN 
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"We do not regard it as a positive Christian task," blr. Ungvary goes on, "here 
from free soil, to attack and pass judgment on the Church and its leaders back home 
without being in possession of the facts. Let us regard Southeast Surope as a 
ereat new and difficult missionary field of the future for which we are to prepare 
humble missionary workers. And let us not forget that Jesus cannot be appropria- 
ted by either East or West, but stands above us all... 


"Judge not, that ye be not judged... Let us believe that the oppressed 
Church and its leaders are the last asylum of our brethren in Christ, now wretchedly 
alone on the earth. “set us love them, that we may be worthy cf the name of Christ- 


ians." HePeos, ceneva 
NORWAY Bishop Berggrav's View on Joint Communion Service 


Bishop Hivind Berggrav, one of the Presidents of the orld Council of Churches, 
weiting in the Norwegian monthly "Kirke og Kulture" @f which he is the editor) has 
made a strong plea for joint communion services: at ecumenical gatherings. He finds 
it "intolerable that we should stress our unity in Christ, and then that each 
should go his own way when Christ invites us to take part in his perfect fellow- 
ship." He goes on further to say "that the churches have now talked so long about 
what unites us and what divides us, that if we are to get any further, we must take 
a step. this step must be to the same communion table." 


"Tt is Christ himself who is the host at the communion table - not the differ- 
ent churches," the Bishop continues, "We have one Bible, one baptism, one Christ, 
one God and Father of all mankind; how then can we justify our division to the 
world and to ourselves when we refuse to enter together into the Holy Place to 
which He invites us?" 


At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches in 
1953, Bishop Berggrav had proposed a joint communion service at the Evanston 


Assembly. The proposal failed because of insufficient support. NP soe. MeneVa 
LUNISTA Church Leaders unite in Appeal against Violence 


Leaders of the Grthodox, Roman Catholic and Keformed Churches in Tunisia 
joined in issuing a message calling for an end of violence in Tunisia. The text 
of the letter was read from pulpits on Sunday, July llth, and is as follows: 


"Brovhers, 


The events in Tunisia make us very sad. We beg you to seek ways of 
peace and brotherhood. We remind you that, according to Holy Scripture, 
apart from the legitimate defence of one's life, no one has the right in 
God's eyes to attack his neighbour's life and to be judge in his own cause, 
@ absolutely condemn the practice of reprisals and crimes against innocent 
people. 


We warn you, in the Lord's name, that it is impossible to achieve just- 
ice by by such methods, and that in the sight of God peace cannot be built 
upon hatred. we pray that the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ may illumine 
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your minds and hearts, 


uwavurice Perrin, Archbishop of Carthage - Pastor Graff, 

President of the Consistory of the Reformed Churches of 

Tunisia - Archimandrite Jean Papaiounnites of the Greek 

Church = Arch-Priest Jean Malijenovsky of the Russian 

Orthodox Church" , B.P.o,., Geneva 


Floods in Europe and the Far East 


The Department of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council 
of Churches reports on the steps taken by the churches this week to meet two new 
major crises: 


Heavy rains and over-flowing rivers on opposite sides of the world have left 
thousands homeless during the last two weeks, Churches have been quick to supple- 
ment the emergency aid given by governments, military units and the Ned Cross in 
both areas, 


In Central Europe a churning, unromantic Danube spilled over its banks and 
left S0,000 persons homeless, In South-iest Japan 13 persons have died and at 
least 25 have been injured as a result of abnormal rains. Heavy frosts and rains 
in North-west Japan have ruined crops and foretell a critical food shortage later 
this year. 


Central Europe 


Central Europe's worst flood in more than 50 years has taken 36 lives and 
caused an estimated damage of $ 100,000,000 in Bavaria, Austria, Cyechoslovakia, 
Hungary and Poland. 330,000 acres of fertile farmland in Bavaria alone were under 
water and heavy damage was reported all along the Danube, Inn, Isar and Traun 
rivers. 


In Germany the Evangelical Church answered the cry for help with a shipment 
of 35 tons of relief supplies into Regensburg for distribution throughout the 
flooded area of Bavaria. Consisting of food and bedding, the shipment came from 
emergency stocks in Bremen sent by Church World Service and Lutheran World Relief. 
Churches throughout iiestern Germany have appealed to their people for additional 
supplies, and money has started to reach Hilfswerk, the relief arm of the German 
Evangelical Church, for this purpose. The World Council of Churches is in close 
touch with the Hilfswerk which is in direct contact with the stricken area, 


In Austria it is reported that 500 small villages between Linz and Vienna 
have been washed out. Salzbourg, though not seriously threatened, had transporta- 
tion and communication disrupted by 60 hours of continuous rain. Tvo feet of snow 
made the Brenner Pass impassable and the autobahn from Salzbourg to ilunich was 
only re-opened July 13. In Goldwoerth, a small village near Linz, more than 500 
inhabitants spent 30 hours in the pouring rain on the roofs of their houses, with- 
out food or water, before rescue teams could evacuate them. Farmers tried to pull 
their cattle on to the roofs with them but 600 cattle were drowned, In this hard- 
hit village one child died in the flood and two others are missing. 


American churches have made available through Church World Service in New York 
$ 6,000 for Austrian flood relief and have sent 48,000 pounds of clothing. CWS 
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has also offered special shipments of food if it is needed. ‘orld Council and 
Lutheran \iorld Federation representatives in the field have offered all available 
relief goods to the authorities in the stricken villages. In Vienna they turned 
over to Austrian church officials 15, 0CO kilos of dried milk, 2,500 kilos of cheese, 
5,000 kilos of butter, 2,850 kilos of syrup, 500 kilos of lard and 200 bales of 
clothing. Officials report a continuing need for. bed linen and bedding, men's 
clothing and cash to replace lost eating utensils, mattresses, etc. 


Bishop Gerhard May of the Evangelical Church of the Augsburg Confession in 
Austria asked that all church collections received on July 18 be sent to flood 
victims. A national committee has been formed to administer the distribution of 
relief goods without regard to nationality, religion or civil status, Arthur 
Foster, ¥.C.C. senior field officer and chairman of the Council of International 
Voluntary Agencies Accredited in Austria, is in close touch with the areas of need 
and the measures taken to relieve them. He reports that the greatest needs will 
reveal themselves only when the water subsides and the victims return to their 
homes to start repairing and rebuilding. 


Japan 


In South-vestern Japan, 61 houses have been destroyed and dikes. bridges and 
railways are suffering from flcods and swollen streams. Cold and heavy rains in 
North-Western Japan have ruined crops and many Japanese are faced with shortage of 
basic foods. Frost has ruined supplementary crops such as walnuts and grapes. 
Emergency aid is being sought from the Christian churches exactly a year after 
flocds left 673 dead and more than 5,100 persons homeless in the Kyushu district. 


A 1954 crop failure is assured as a cold snap nipped young corn, bean and 
potato plants late in lay. Heavy frost and rain have hindered new plantings and 
now there is a double danger that either the new seeds will rot in the wet earth 
or the growing season will be so late that the September frost will catch the 
crops before they are ready for harvest. Preliminary reports indicate that 1,000 
families with 2,700 children have lost this year's first planting. 


Churches in Japan have already organised relief committees in 14 areas that 
can move into immediate responsible action, These committees have drawn upon 
clothing sent from New Zealand last year and have now received 196 bales of cloth- 
ing in a lutheran shipment. A shipment of 10,000 vitamin tablets and 500 pounds 
of milk has been distributed to 100 seriously-ill people in the Kaitaku group. 

Area committees are already calling for additional vitamin tablets, milk and multi- 
purpose food. Only the existence of the committee and small quantities of relief 
goods in warehouses has made possible an on-the-spot ministry of relief in the 


name of the Christian churches. lMuch more is needed. E.P.o., Geneva 
TNDIA ; Farewell Service for Moderator of Church of South India 


(iladras) Speakers paid tribute to Dr. Arthur Michael Hollis fcr the wisdom and 
guidance he had provided Indians during his twelve years as bishop in Madras. The 
tributes were paid during a farewell ceremony in the courtyard of St. George's 
Cathedral prior to his departure after resignation of his bishopric. It was 
pointed out that these had been years of vast changes both in the political struc- 
ture of the Indian nation and in the structure of the Church. "Dr. Hollis has al- 
vays been a firm believer in Indian leadership," one speaker said, Nand has 
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encouraged and promoted the transfer of responsibility to Indians. In addition, 
he also persisted in raising money locally rather than depending woon foreign 
support,.!! 


Dr, Hollis is one of the prime movers in the reunion of churches resulting in 
the formation of the Church of South India and became its first Moderator in 1947. 
He held that position until last January when he was succeeded by the Most Rev. 
H, Sumitra, Bishop in Rayalaseema. He gave up leadership of the union Church as 
well as his Madras bishopric because of his conviction that the time had come for 
these posts to be turned over to indians. 


He left India for a year's sojourn in England. The resignation is to be 
effective next January 31, and Dr. Hollis is expected to return te India the follow- 
ing June to become a member of the faculty of United Theological College at 


Bangalore, J&P Sa Geneva 
COLOMBIA Religious Freedom in Colombia? 


The wlinister of the Interior of the Republic of Colombia, Lucio Fabon Nunez, 
has issued the following letter "tc the Governors, Intendants, and Commissaries", 
dated June 3rd, 1954: 


"On confirming to you the contents of Circular 310--R of January 23th, by means 
of which definite instructions were given regarding the labour and activity which 
pastors of religions distinct from the Catholic and resident foreigners or nation- 
als affiliated with such religions may undertake in this country, it becomes 
necessary to make the following clarifications for its proper applications: 


Religious services of non-Catholic religions may take place in churches, 
chapels or private homes designated for that purpose. It is essential that the 
respective pastor indicate in writing to the leading civil authority of the place 
the location where religious services will take place in private, which does now 
mean behind closed doors. They are not to carry out any action of public pro- 
selytizing or employ means of propagating their faith outside of the place where 
they celebrate their services. The instructions of the first, third, and fifth 
points of said Circular are for all the national territory, including the Mission 
lerritories; and the fourth point refers exclusively to these (i.e. to the Mission 
Territories). I beg you acknowledge receipt and inform the authorities in your 


jurisdiction," HPs Oey Geneva, 
GHiruANY Conference of the World Council of Christian Hducation 


(Frankfurt, wuppertal) The World vouncil of Christian Education and Sunday School 
Association held its quadrennial conference at Frankfurt from July 7th to 9th. The 
conference was attended by its President, Lord Mackintosh of Halifax (Great 
Britain) and by Dean Luther A. ‘:eigle (U.S.A.). The 80 delegates from 38 countries 
reached an agreement to promote the future exchange of information between their 
national associations. This is to be brought about through the exchange of material 
and also through a paper and through visits from experts in education, 


Fifty million children and young people ccme under the care of the associations 
affiliated to the World Council of* Christian Education today. At the Frankfurt 
Conference it was confirmed that the number of young Christians tcday is greater 
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than ever before in the history of the Uhurch. The world Council was asked to 
help in the further promotion of Christian education through the strengthening of 
the work in Sunday schools and of local Christian youth work, especially in Africa 
and Asia. 


The Frankfurt Conference was followed by the European Conference on Children's 
Services and Sunday Schools in \iuppertal. At open ecumenical evenings, visitors 
from abroad reported on the educational work in the churches in their countries. 
Their reports showed that the work assumed very different forms in the different 
countries, but that in every country in the world there was a remarkable increase 
sn the number of children's services and Sunday schools. As many children today 
were deprived of love and joy in our world of wars and of total self-seeking, it 
“ust be the task of every Christian teacher, the Conference emphasised, to find 
Nthe way back to the heart of a world that had grown callous and indifferent." 


At this Conference the colour-film on the life of John .esley the founder of 


ilethodism (see E.P.S. No. 13), was shown for the first tine. B.P.o., Geneva 
KENYA Christians to Cooperate in Re-habilitation of Ex-ilau slau 


(Nairobi) The Christian Council of Kenya has accepted an invitation by the Govern- 
ment to cooperate fully with the authorities in the work of rehabilitation of Mau 
Mau dupes and adherents and in the task of wiping out the idea of :iau wau from the 
minds of the people (see E.P.S. ilo. 24). 


Accerding to the London "Times" the general secretary of the Christian Council 
of Kenya said: "It is felt that the problem facing the Government is not merely 
political or economic but also spiritual and psycholcgical., siany terrorists and 
suspects have complained of a spiritual vacuum and we intend to fill that with 
Christianity rather than allow them to take on harmful beliefs. A broadsheet in 
English and Kikuyu has been prepared for distribution in detention camps and 
African clergymen will be posted to major detention camps and there will be regular 
visitors to other camps... Some European women will have posts as social welfare 
and youth organizers as well as in domestic science and agricultural work." 

i. Poe, Geneva 


NETHERLAND St. Boniface Honoured 


(Utrecht) Queen Juliana was present when prominent Protestant and oman Catholic 
church leaders with other dignitaries from the Netherlands and abroad attended 
inter-denominational ceremonies marking the 1, 200th anniversary of the martyrdom 
of St. Boniface held at Dokkum. St. Boniface, the famous English Benedictine monk, 
evangelized Germany in the 8th century. He and 52 companions were killed at the 
now Dutch town of Dokkum by a band of pagans. Catholic and Protestant churchmen 
praised Boniface for seeking Uhristian unity in Europe. Speakers at the meeting 
paid tribute to the cultural contribution of Boniface, primarily his establishment 
of monasteries that spread culture throughout Europe, and his striving for supra- 
national Church unity, while respecting national characteristics. 


Several German Protestant churches also held meetings in honour of St. Boniface, 
the "Apostle of the Germans". In Thuringia 5,000 Protestants heard an address by 
Bishop ilitzenheim of Thuringia, stressing the importance of St. Boniface in spread-~ 
ing Christianity in Germanic countries. u.P,5., Geneva 


\ 
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BELGIUM Steady Growth of Protestantism 


The latest number of the "Annual Year-Book of the Protestant Churches in 
Belgium" shows that the number of Protestant churches has increased since 1914 
from 100 to 258. the number of pastors and evangelists has also increased from 74 
to 184, In spite of this there are still 165 places in Belgium with over 6,000 
inhabitants where there is no Protestant church; and in one of the nine provinces 
there are only three Protestant parishes, 


The chapter on missions in this Year-Book describes the astonishing growth 
of rrotestantism in the Belgian Longo and Ruanda-Urundi, which have a Protestant 
population of 1,600,000 souls and where 43 missionary societies are at work. ‘The 
"Association of Belgian Protestant Churches" founded in 1923 (which publishes the 
Year-Book) has the task of coordinating the many different branches of Belgian 
Protestantism and the work of the Protestant churches and organisations. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


GRoaAT BRITAIN Dr, weatherhead to Lead British ilethodists in 1955 


(London) Dr. Leslie D. weatherhead, iiethodist, minister "on loan" to London's 
City Temple (Congregationalist) since 1936, was named president of the ilethodist 
Conference of Great Britain for 1955-56 at the Conference's annual meeting here. 
Prof. Thomas =. Jessop of University College, Hull, was chosen vice-president. 


Dr. \eatherhead, well known author and authority on spiritual healing, recently 
returned from the United States, where, in a coast-to-coast tour, he collected more 
than % 500,000 in contributions toward the rebuilding of City Temple, badly damaged 
in the war. H.P.o., Geneva 


Nwiartin Luther"-lilm Throughout the world 


The Australian Film Festival, held at iWelbourne in June 1954, was opened by 
screening the "Martin Luther"-Film which earned acclaim of both public and critics. 


Distribution rights for "slartin Luther" in 38 countries and territories 
throughout the world have been acquired by Twentieth Century-Fox of Hollywood, by 
the signing of a three-year agreement with Louis de Rochemont Associates, producers 
of the Luther film for Lutheran Church Productions, Inc. 


The film biography of the leader of the Protestant Reformation has already 
been seen by more than ten million people in showings at nearly 3,000 theaters in 
the U.S.A. and Canada, Four million people saw the Luther film in \est German 
theatres. Arrangements have been completed or are in progress for the showing of 
the Luther film in fifty-two countries, including Sweden, Norway, Finland, Denmark, 
Holland, England, Iceland and Switzerland, It is expected that the film will open 
in these countries early in the autumn, 1954. Similar plans are being made for 
Kthiopia, Austria and Yugoslavia. 


iweanwhile, the board of directors of Lutheran Church Productions announced 
also that the capital investment of § 451,000 in the production of the film has 
been repaid in full to the member groups of the corporation. H.P,.S., Geneva 
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Evanston - Notes 
women at the Assembly 


Over 125 women will be attending the ».C.C. Assembly sessions at Hvanston in 
one official capacity or another. They will come from all continents. Some are 
professional church workers, some ministers' wives, others are lay \omen who give 
time over and above their professional, business and family responsibilities to 
carrying on the serious resyonsibilities of church work in their various denomina- 
tions, or in interdenominational organizations, such as the Y.:.0.A, 


Besides the delegates, accredited visitors, consultants and staff, who will 
attend in official capacities, it is expected that many thousands of women Will be 
in ilvanston for all or part of the Assembly as general visitors. Recognising this 
fact, the Evanston Committee for the world Vouncil Assembly is planning a special 
series of teas on Sunday afternoon, August 22, when there will be opportunity for 
all wemen to meet the overseas visitors. Following the teas a programme will be 
presented in the First Methodist Church, at 4:30, at which time Dr, Kathleen Bliss, 
of England, will be the speaker. Dr. Bliss has served as the Secretary of the 
Commission on the Life and iork of ‘omen in the Churchandis.amember of the Execu- 
tive Committee of the British Council of Churches. Present also for the occasion 
Will be iille iadeleine Barot, Secretary of the W.C.¢. Commission on the Life and 
ork of \Jomen in the Church, who will report on this subject at an Assembly plenary 
session. mong the foreign delegates and consultants will be -irs. lena Karefa- 
Smart, of West Africa, who will address the Assembly on Friday evening, August 27, 
on "Tensions of the world and Unity in Uhrist". Mrs. Karefa-Smart is active in 
youth work in the church and in the Y.W.C.A. in wiest Africa, and assists her doctor 
husband with his World Health Organization pregramme, 


Art Exhibition 


The Art Institute of Chicago in cooperation with the :orld Council of Churches 
will place on exhibition from July 15 to August 31 thirty masterpieces of religious 
art, which range from a seven hundred year old illuminated manuscript from Italy 
to an emotionally charged expressionist painting by the American contemporary, 
iiico Lebrun. Some of the most renowned museums in burope and America, such as the 
Louvre in Paris, the Rijksmuseum of Amsterdam, the National Gallery of Canada, the 
Metropolitan iaseum in New York, the Museum of Fine Arts in Beston and the M.H. de 
Young iemorial biuseum in San Francissy, besides such famous collectors as uir, 
Stephen C, Clark of New York, ur. and ilrs, Richard #, Danielson of Boston, mur. 
Arthur Sachs of Paris, Wr. and iirs. Leigh B. Block of Chicago have lent some of 
their finest works. 


Included in this exhibition are a painted crucifix from 15th. century Tuscany, 
the "Meditation on the Passion’, by Uarpaccio, "The Deposition of Christ", by 
Rembrandt, "The weeting of St. John and Christ", by Giovanni di Paolo, #1 Greco's 
superb painting of "Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane", Titian's celebrated 
"Adoration of the Magi", and "The Angelus" by willet. Uther great works included 
are by Lucas Cranach, uarc Chagall, Velacroix, Van Dyck, Van Gogh, Lucas van 
Leyden, Guentin wlassys, Poussin, Nubens, Rouault and Velasquez, E.P.S., Geneva 
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Visas Granted to Hast uuronean Delegates to Evanston 


A 


The names of delegates chosen by the churches of Czechoslovakia and “uncary 
to be their representatives at the Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Evanston, Illinois, in August, were released today by the ‘/orld Coun- 
cil following a State Department announcement thatthtir visas are being granted. 
The eleven churchmen are; 


From Czechoslovakia: Dr.Victor Hajek and Dr.J.l. Hromadka of the Tvange- 
lical Church of Czech Brethren; General Bishop and Professor Jan Chabada, Dr. 
Jan Michalko and Generalinspektor Andrej Ziak of the Evangelical Church in Slo- 
vakia; and Bishop Jimerich Varga of the Reformed Christian Church in Slovakia. 


From fungary; Bishop Laszlo Dezsery and Bishop Lajos Veto of the Tutheran 
Church of iiungary; and Bishop Albert Bereczky, Bishop John Peter and Dr.Laszlo 
Pap of the Reformed Caurch of Hungary, 


The State Departiient, in announcing that it was granting the visas, said 
Hate VTP ors. felt taat isi diaper sence of tne fortncoming meetings, from a world= 
wide religious »oint of view, is so great that this government should permit 
the attendance of all invited delegates admissable under the law, in the belief 
hat they will give and receive a spiritual contribution which will serve the 
cause of world-wide Christianity." 


Dr.O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs, expressed gratification over the announcement by the State 
Department that the visas are being granted permitting these churchmen to attend 
the Assembly. The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs revresents 
jointly the ijorld Council of Churches and the International ilissionary Council, 
One hundred sixty-one member churches (communions) from forty-eight countries 
will be represented at the World Council Assembly. 


The aim of the E:cumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its nen’s items. 
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Dr. Nolde said that he welcomed the craziting of the visas both as an official 
of the Vorld Council and also as a citizen of the United States. "I believe," ne 
said, "it serves the genuine interests of this country and will serve to »romote 
better international relations." 


The text of Dr. Molde's statement follows: 


“As an official of the ‘orld Council I welcome this action in accordance 
with pertinent provisions of United States lecislation. It conforms to the con- 
dition insisted upon by the World Council's Central Committee, namely, that the 
delegates appointed by the churches of all lands be admitted to take vart in the 
World Council Assembly. This condition flows from the ecumenical character of 
the Council, whose membership is on the basis of a common faith in Jesus Christ 
and not on considerations of nationality or social system. 


"T also welcome this decision as a citizen of the United States, because 
I believe it serves the genuine interest of this country and will serve to pro- 
mote better international relations. It demonstrates in practical fashion tne 
principle of freedom of contact among people and reinforces the opposition of 
free societies to iron curtains of wnatever types. 


ttt ig important to look at the admission of church leaders from Communist 
countries in broader »erspective and in relation to critical international »rob- 
lems by which all nations are confronted. 
(1) People must have an opportunity to speak directly with each other if con- 


Se rs ocr ata Vn Tanai TT mania cee aaa” anaes RR Cow Ecc SsR gt "Ila EST TM ESS Nr Se 
ditions essential to peace with justice are to be achieved. 


ree 


hen there is no opportunity of personal contact, suspicion and misunder- 
standing tend to increase. The people of the United States have for a long time 
sincerely professed friendship for the people in Communist countries. In view 
of the isolation of peoples by virtue of the cold war every reasonable opportunity 
for personal consultation should be utilized. 


(2) The decision of the United States Governacnt.willmake a nealthy impression 


cepa maT Eig PALS SE AS OSA oF SABA TASES a SSS RET Oy, SSE EO Se ear REARS I Be eee Enna mae TS i ig CAT A are Se 
in other countries where there 1s a disposition to regard United States 


Tre Nr 


practices as restrictive. 


"ost of the delegates from Czechoslovakia and Hungary have over the past 
few years attended churcn conferences in various countries. They have been ad- 
mitted to Creat Britain, France, Sweden, ilolland, Germany and India. People 
in these countries mieht recard a refusal to admit delegates for such a orld 
Christian Assembly as a sien of fear and timidity on the part of the United States. 
The confidence of Americans in their own way o: life would be open to question, 
especially since there will be only a few church representatives from Communist 
countries and well over five hundred from churches in other lands. 


(3) ‘The admission of these delegates carries forward the American traditional 
concept of religious freedom, 


ee ae er 


"That concept repudiates any requirement of uniformity. It recognizes that 
freedom of expression is essential in order that people may give and receive a 
spiritual contribution, The clear demonstration of our belief in religious free- 
dom will offer encouragement to people under totaliterian regimes wnere religious 
freedom is restricted or denied. It may well be that for various reasons churcna 
delegates from Communist countries will take positions on social questions sharply 
divergent from those held by other delegates. Such differences should be seen 
in the perspective of the continuing struggle of Ciristians against the >ressures 


No. 30 - July 30, 1954 8 fe 216 


of totalitarian regimes and the onvosition of the ecumenical movement as a whole 
to the false orinciples of totalitarian doctrine." BePsade, Geneva 


CZECIOSLOVALIA Witness of Faith and Hope 


er eC nm 


At the conference of Protestant churches which was held in Bratislava from 
June 2 to 4 (see BPS No.27), Professor ..J.1. [romadka spoke about the main 
theme of the Evanston Assembly "Christ, the Hope of the World". 


"There is no faith in Jesus Christ without expectation of His eventual vic- 
tory," he said. "Without believing in His return, we cannot believe in His actual 
earthly presence. I say this because the theme of Evanston shows that at this 
point the life of the Church and the life of theological research are not sepa- 
rated but so hand in hand. 


"The Church always grows weak and droops if it ceases to be expectant, that 
is to say, if it develops into an institution or into a finished pattern or if 
it adavts itself to eartuly life and thus 1as nothing inore to exvect for tnis 
world... 


'mMiis raises the question as to wnetier or not we are really conscious of 
our situation and whether we gain lessons for our Churen from contemporary events? 
tle should not forget how in the past forty years Jehovah's Witnesses nave spread 
to an extraordinary degree... The appearance of this movement is a ciscouraging 
example of the fact that empirical churches have ceased to be witnesses of Jesus 
Christ. And so today we learn that in the history of the Church of Cirist awake=- 
ning always goes hand in hand with a new expectation of miracles of the toly 
Spirit. 


"certain church circles in America are actually afraid of the ™vanston theme. 
They are afraid for two reasons. On the one hand, because this theme could mean 
the introduction of ‘European pessimism! into America; on the other hand because 
the Evanston conference could strengthen all kinds of sectarian movements of the 
millenialists, adventists, etc. I believe that if the churches take t.icir task 
seriously from a theological and biblical standpoint, they will succeed in their 
mission or 2% least take one more step forward, The biblical eschatological 
hope is neitier pessimism nor sectarian deviation. Tt is serious, stron and 
sober. 


tte must be conscious of the fact that we have to bring hove to tnose people 
wio are living in desperation, anxiety and fear. And we can only bring 1t then 
if we possess it ourselves. This is not just rious talk, nor a dogmatic formula. 
This concerns the life of faith itself... The faith which we bring, relativizes 
all earthly hope, but it also purifies it and gives it direction and scope. But 
it only does this if it is a hope from another sphere, from the sphere of faith 
which enters earthly life from the mercy of God... 


‘tye are not going to Evanston to make propaganda for political or any other 
purpose. \/e shall bear witness to our faith and our hove. We shall endeavor to 
understand those with whom we do not agree in order that we nay explain to them 


in faith the truth of our principles which we follow..." E.P.o-, Geneva 
SWITZ.iRTAND A liessage to Swiss Protestants 


Tn view of the Conference of the orld “resbyterian Alliance Wilen is taking 
olace at “rinceton from July 27th to August 5th, and to the Assembly of the 
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World Council of Churches at Zvanston from August 15th to 5lst, the Council of 
the Federation of Swiss Protestant Cnourches uas sent a messace to members of the 
Swiss Churches. The sain points of this message are as follows: 


"The Churches are, first and foremost, the veople in the congregations. If 
their members are not associated with the work of their delegates, if they are 
not themselves cooverating with their delegates in the great effort to restore 
Christian unity, nothing can really be accomplished. 


"Today it is urgently essential that, in face of the distress of the world, 
the members of Christ's Body should realise their common allegiance to the same 
Lord and their responsibility in the same struggle. If their ranks are divided, 
as they have been far too long, they are not only disobeying Jesus Christ but 
also jeopardising the work that He is carrying out for the salvation of men, 


"That is why we invite you to rejoice that the Christian churches today have 
awakened, under the influence of the Holy Spirit, to a realisation of their own 
unity. In our time Jesus Christ has begun to gather his people and to unite them 
for more effective witness and service. 

"And we urge you to pray that God may sive the delegates to mvanston a clear 
vision of the tasks to be undertaken, esvecially those which concern international 
peace and social justice. May He inspire them with courageous initiative and 


with the true message of hope." BePeSe, Geneva 
SYRIA . Syrian Patriarch celebrates Golden Jubilee 


(Damascus) Patriarch Alexander III, supreme head of the Syrian Antiochean Ortho- 
dox Church, this month celebrated the 50th anniversary of his elevation to the 
rank of bishop. 


A solemn Mass in the Orthodox Cathedral of Damascus marking the Golden Jubi- 
lee was attended by President Hashim al-Atasi, Premier Said Gnagzzi,and by Sheikh 
Abu al-Yusur al-Abidin, Grand Mufti (chief Moslem religious leader) of Syria. 
Also present were i.etropolitan Antony Bashir of New York, head of the Syrian 
Antiocnean Orthodox Church in North America; a representative of tne Archbishop 
of Canterbury; delegations representing the Ecumenical Patriarch of Tstanbul, 
spiritual leader of all Hastern Orthodoxy; the Russian Orthodox Church; and the 


Orthodox Churches of Greece and Cyprus. Wefede, Geneva 
UNITED STATES . 100 millicns lbs. of Overseas Relief Supplies 


(New York) The total of relief supplies shipped overseas by Lutheran World 
Relief passed the 100,000,000 pound mark on July 9th, when two boats carrying 

IWR cargo left the United States for Germany and the iliddle East. The 100 million 
pounds of relief supplies shipped since the agency was founded in 1945 include 
clothing, food, medicine and other supplies valued at nearly % 35,000,000. The 
goods have been distributed to refugees and other needy in 26 overseas countries. 


A sevarately incorporated agency, LifR was founded to serve the eignt church 
bodies cooperatine in te National Lutheran Council. In accordance Wit. an agree- 
ment with the Board of World Relief of the Iuthneran Church-llissouri Synod, the 
agency has since about a year ago also received contributions from the congre- 
gations of the latter churcn body. HaPeSe, Geneva 
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FINLAND Thousands attend Summer Festivals 


(Helsinki) This month the annual summer festivals of the Finnish Tutheran lay 
movements gatheredthousands of Finns to praise God with prayers and songs. Accor- 
ding to a cautious estimate, about 60,000 attended these festivals. In addition 
to these, the various religious societies, foreign mission, seamen's mission, 
inner mission, etc. have their omm conferences. About 200,000 Finns attend one 


of these great Lutheran festivals each summer. EeP.S-, Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Methodists against Atomic \arfare 


(London) A resolution urging "all sovernments, and in varticular tose of the 
United Kingdom, tie United States and Russia to state unequivocally" that they 
will not initiate future use of atomic weavons was adopted by the l‘ethodist Con- 
ference of Great Britain at its annual meeting, 


Tt also called upon the Mnited Nations to make "continued efforts to secure 
international inspection and control of all atomic weapons", And it asked that 
the "piling up of armaments" be halted and that "detailed and practical schemes 
be negotiated for progressive reduction in expenditures on instruments of war." 


tts this burden is lifted", the resolution said, "the nations should accept 
in its place the responsibility of jointly waging constructive war against igno- 
rance, disease, hunger and poverty. The United Nations should be so strengthened 
that it may effectively serve as an international authority safeguarding the 


security of all nations." BePeoe, Geneva 
UNTTED STATES Religion in’ Public Schools Debate 


(New York) The place of religion in the public school was debated at a Columbia 
University forum in New York recently. Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, President of 
Union Theological Seminary, and Dr. John %. Norton, head of the Teachers’! College 
Devartnent of Tiducational Administration at Columbia addressed 500 teacners and 
administrators attending the College's summer session. 


Dr. Van Dusen, arguing for more emphasis on religion in the schools, said a 
knowledge of religion was essential for an educated man. Religion can have an 
"appropriate" place in the curriculum, he said, if it is taught objectively and 
competently, with the major "religious traditions" presented, and provided that 
such instruction is not made an instrument of sectarian propaganda and that stu- 
dents are not required to submit to teaching in face of parental objections. 


Religion must be a part of education, according to Dr. Van Dusen, for several 
reasons, one of which is that it "has been, and is, one of the Most widely preva- 
lent, persistent and powerful forces in the life of humanity." In suvmary Dr. Van 
Dusen said, "education must take cognizance of religion simply because to fail to 
do so is to condemn its products to illiteracy." 


Dr. Norton declared that oublic schools should teach about religion and 
"suffuse their curricula with the highest moral and spiritual values," but should 
avoid all sectarian religious teaching. He exoressed doubt that the various 
religious denominations could agree on "a common core" of religious instruction, 
Attempts to teach actual religious beliefs, he said, would probably mean "the 
breaking up of the school day among competing denominations." Dr. Norton stressed 
the need for friendly, helpful relations between religion and public education. 
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lore could be done in teaching about religion in the schools, he said, but »ro- 
gress in this direction "is slowed less by unwillingness of schoolmen than by 


sectarianism of churchmen." ered, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Recommendation on !1.0.C. Headquarters 


(Cleveland, 0.) A special committee of ten church leaders has decided to re- 
commend that the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. establish 
permanent headquarters in New York City, and designate Chicago as the location of 
the major mid-west office to "represent the whole life of the Council." It also 


decided to consider the continuance or establishment of other regional offices. 


Tae Council, constituted by 30 comnunions with membersiiios totalling 
35,000,000, now maintains general offices in New York, a mid-west office in Chi- 
cago, and regional offices in Vashington, D.Cc., Atlanta, Ga., and Fort orth, 
Texas. The recommendation, which was the climax of four years of consideration, 
was reached by the Council's leadquarters Committee after an all-day session at 
the Hotel Cleveland on Monday, July 19th. It now goes to the General Board of the 
Council (a policy-making body with 165 members), which has agreed to consider the 
Committee's action at a meeting in New York on September 14th and 15th. 

eee, Geneva 


UNITED STATES lligrant Ministry to Two jiillion Workers 


aa 
a I 


(New York) Three hundred teachers, principals, ministers, collece students and 
seminarians are now moving into agricultural migrant camps througout the U.S.A. 
As staff members of the churches' Migrant Ministry, they will bring a semool, a 

church, a child-care centre, community health and welfare services, and a "touch 
of real home! to the 2,000,000 migratory workers who. are harvesting America's 


crops tiis summer. 


venbers of “nited Chure:: ‘omen and Councils of Churecues and of other church 
eroups guided by the “National Council of Churches! Division of Home / issions, 
have been »orevaring for this great exodus of migrants from the winter crop areas 
in southern California, Texas, ‘rizona, New ‘exico and Florida, For more than 
thirty years these church bodies have been cooperatively carrying out this far- 
flung ministry, comprising the only national programme directly aiding migrants 
and their families in the camps. It now serves them in 25 states. E.P.S., Geneva 


NETHERLANDS The Ministry of Women 


(The Hague) ‘The General Synod of the Reformed Church of the Netherlands dis- 
cussed admission of women to the full ministry at its last meeting. Thirty-two 
of the 50 members of the Synod voted for full ordination of women; 18 voted 
against it. Of these one member would admit women only to the office of elder 
and deacon, wnereas five members said they would admit women only as deacons, 

he decision ‘rill now be submitted to the regional boards again. It is expected 
that the final result will be that women will be admitted to tne full ministry in 
he MNetherlands' 2teformed Church. 


In the Netherlands women are only admitted as ministers in tue sinaller 
churches, Mennonite Church, the Iutheran Church and the Armenian Church. 
BePeoe, Geneva 
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IOEL/ID Youth Consultants Observe . Church Life 
(Reykjavik) Four Youth Consultants, on their way to the Second Assembly of the 
Vorld Council of Churches in Zvanston, paid a visit of fellowship to Iceland from 
July 14th to 19th which is hoped to promote closer relations between the Church 
of Iceland and the ecumenical movement. The newly installed Bishop of Tceland 
arranged the programme for Miss Jean Fraser, Director of the Youth Department and 
her associates. This was the first official visit of representatives of the 
World Council of Churches to the country. 


In four days of visits and sight-seeing, the group came to Imow something of 
the life of the Church in Iceland, isolated both from North America and the 
European continent and working aiong people who, in the country, live on farms 
sevarated by great distances from one another. The group visited the summer 
centres of the YiCA, the YWCA and the Boy Scouts, all of which attract groups and 
individuals both from the towns and from the countryside. This serves to keep 
the town-dwellers in touch with country life and to break the isolation of the 
country-dwellers. On Sunday 18th the team attended a special service led by tne 
Bishop at Skalholt, on the site of the former Bishopric, now removed to Reykjavik. 
Plans are under way to build a new church there and to make it again a centre or 


church life. Berend, Geneva 
GERMANY First Post-war Contact with Baltic Iutherans 


(Berlin) For the first time since World War IT representatives of western churches 

have had direct contact with spokesmen for the churches of predominantly Lutheran 

Estonia and Latvia. This was reported by Evangelische Pressedienst, news service 

of the Evangelical Church in Germany, quoting a report to the Kirchentag at Leip- 

gig, hast Germany, by Dr. Hildegard Schraeder of the Church's foreign office, who 

met the Communist approved archbishops of Latvia and istonia during her visit in 
he Soviet Union. 


The Baltic States, much more than any other Soviet-dominated area of Hastern 
Europe, have been completely isolated from contacts with the western world ever 
since 1944, when the Red Armyrewentered the countries in the footstens of iitler's 
retreating forces. All resorts on the Church situation in those countries after 
World War IT were based on revorts of the exceedingly few refugees who managed 
to get through the tightly guarded steel curtain, on rare letters received in the 
West, and on monitored reports of the Soviet radio. . 


The Church representatives whom Dr. Schraeder met in the Soviet Union were 
August Turss, named Archbishop of Latvia in 1948, and Jan Kiivit, who holds the 
same position in occupied Estonia. They said that at present the Latvian and 
Estonian Intheran Churches have about 700,000 members and 100 pastors each. 

TePene,y Geneva 
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T,M.C. Ad Interim Committee Meeting 


(New York) - The Ad Interim Committee of the International Missionary Council 
concluded its ten day conference at Wagner College, Staten Island, on Saturday, 
July 24th (see E.P.S. No.27). It brought together about sixty delegates from 
twenty countries. This gathering is held midway between the full meetings of 
the Council, the last of which was held at Willingen, Germany, in 1952. Dis- 
cussions centered upon the tasks confronted by the I.M.C, as presented by the 
General Secretary, Dr. Charles Ranscn, and also growing out of the rapidly 
changing world situation as interpreted by important representatives from va- 
-rious parts of the world, 


Dr. John A, Mackay, President of Princeton Seminary and Chairman of the 
Council, and two vice-chairmen, the Right Rev. W/.D.L. Greer, Lord Bishop of 
Manchester, and Dr. Helen Kim, President of Ewha University, orea, presided 
at the various sessicns,. 


Supplementing the plenary sessions, four committees worked throughout the 
ccnference, They were as fcllows: the Findings Committee, chaired by Prof, 
Dr, Hendrick Kraemer, Director of the Ecumenical Institute of the W.0.C. at 
Bossey, Switzerland; the Committee on the Secretariat, chaired by the Lord 
Bishop of Manchester; the Comittee on Nominations, chaired by Dr, Helen Kin, 


, 
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and the Committee on Finance, chaired by Dr. David G. Moses, principal of Hislop 
College, Nagpur, India, and vice-chairman of the I.M,C, 


From resolutions presented by the Findings Committee and adopted at the 
plenary sessions we quote the following passages: 


The Report of the Joint Committee of the I.M.C,. and the W.C.C, 


The Ad Interim Committee receives the Statement of the Jcint Committee and 
accepts the Committee's brief description of the present state of opinion re- 
garding the future orranisational relationship of the 1.0.0, and the I.M.C., 
expressed in part as follows: '... While welcoming these developments ‘in asso=- 
ciation!, and the deepening conviction in many quarters that the two bodies be-~ 
long together in one calling and purpose, the Joint Committee realises that 
it has not yet become clear whether this association should necessarily lead to 
a single organisation or whether it can best be furthered by the joint action 
of two ‘autonomous but interdependent councils'. The Committee is aware that 
Within the constituencies of both bodies there are divergent views on this 
question. These divergencies indicate the necessity for deeper thought on the 
whole matter and for a willingness to be led to conclusions which cannot yet be 
defined," 


The Ad Interim Committee would, however, express its own sense of the ne- 
cessity to press on to the discovery of further ways and means. by which "the in- 
separable oneness of mission and unity" may be more ccenvincingly demonstrated 
in the life of the W.C.C. and I.M.C. and recommends that the two bodies continue 
to think and work together in such a way as to give an ever closer and more dy- 
namic expression to their "Association" with one another. 


It approves the proposal of the Joint. Committee regarding the plan for the 
Division of Studies, The Joint Committee of the I.M.C. and the W.C.C., at its 
meeting in January 1954, agreed to recommend that the Division of Studies of the 
World Council should also be the Division of Studies of the I,ll,C. and should 
include a Department of Missionary Studies, of which the Research Secretary of 
the I,M.C, should be thé Executive Secretary. The Ad Interim Committee approves 
the aims and functions of the Department of Missionary Studies and 
transmits this resolution to the W.C.C. in order that a statement may go for- 
ward to the W.C.C. Second Assembly at Evanston in August 1954, ‘The aim of the 
Department shall be the furtherance of the world missicn of the Churcher silo 
this end it shall seek to initiate and co-ordinate studies and enquiries regard- 
ing the missionary task of the churches 4... 


The Missionary Freedom of the Church 


The 1,M.C. and the .C,.0, in 1948 united in making a declaration of re- 
ligious liberty. The 1,i,C, Ad Interim Committee, meeting at Staten Island, 
New York, in 1954, reiterates the convictions expressed in this declaration, and 
urges its constituent councils to study it afresh in the light of the changed 
situation, and to seek again the fullest expression of the freedom therein de- 
fined, 


The Ad Interim Committee holds that an essential element in a good inter- 
national order is freedom of religion. The rights which Christian discipleship 
demands are such as are good for all men, and no nation has suffered by reason 
of granting such liberties, 
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The liberty with which Christ has set men free can neither be given nor 
destroyed by any government, Christians, because of this inner liberty, seek 
freedom to proclaim the Gospel in their.own country, and to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, 


In a world in which God's sovereignty is often not acknowledged, Christians 
must be prepared to suffer, To witness by suffering is one Way in which the 
Christian uses his freedom and justifies it. In seeking to win others to the 
Christian faith, the Christian must not use methods which are inconsistent with 
the Gospel which he proclaims. Meanwhile, in seeking this freedom, the Chri- 
stian must faithfully express the duties of his citizenship, both on earth and 
in heaven, while accepting the tension between the two, 


We commend these considerations as basic to any approach by Christians to 
the issues of religious liberty. 


In particular, we believe that the freedom for nationals of one country to 
proclaim the Gospel in another is based upon the universality of the Christian 
Church, To deny a church in one country the right to invite Christian workers 
from another is to curtail the religious freedom of that church, Therefore it- 
is hoped that churches faced with restrictions upon the entry of Christian evan— 
gelists to their country will make clear to those in. authority that the religious 
freedom guaranteed by the Constitution or other provision is thereby threatened, 


Strengthening of the National Christian Councils 


The call of the Whitby Conference to "Partnership in Obedience" was a 
summons to the Christian forces of the world to advance in a new formation, It 
vias envisaged there and later reaffirmed at Willingen that partnership, with all 
its implications of giving and receiving, implied an understanding of the steward- 
ship of all resources, both of personnel and of money, which conceived of these 
as inhering in the Great Church itself, and as being in no true sense a private 
possession of the church of any one country. The church is one: its habita- 
tions are many. Its forms of obedience are varied; its calling remains one, 
Believing this, the Commitiee declares its conviction that the giving and re- 
ceiving of money is a partnership in that which God and not man provides. The 
use of money in this sense cannot be a menace to the wellbeing of the Church, 


Further to this, the Comittee believes that "advance in a new formation" 
carries with it the implication of the statement made at Whitby that final re- 
sponsibility for making of policy and for the expenditure of funds must remain 
with the church of the area concerned. 


Finally, the Committee would desire to re-emphasise what tas said at Willin- 
gen that, if the meaning of partnership is to be demonstrated in the eyes of the 
world, then there is need for a far more thorough-going study than has yet been 
made of what it means for Christians of one country to identify themselves with 
those of another... iieanwhile, they are of the opinion that every encourage- 
ment should be given to those who believe themselves called to do so to make ex- 
periments which will, in some cases at least, carry with them risks to health, 
and may involve very costly discipline of spirit and mind and body... They, the 
more confidently, go on record as appealing for just such an understanding of 
the missionary vocation today, 
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Internationalisation of the Miissionary Force 


The urgent need for further strengthening the international and interdeno- 
minational character of the missionary movement has been expressed at this meet- | 
ing in pleas for an increase in the sending of missionaries by younger churches; 
and the sending of international and interdenominational teans for specific 
tasks in certain places. The emergence of churches in all parts of the world 
thus provides a God-given opportunity to broaden the base of the missionary 
movement, thereby demonstrating in new ways the character of the universal church 
posed in certain forms of contemporary nationalism ees 


The new Call to Action 


In seeking to carry through the projects in question it is understood that 
those councils or churches to whom God in his providence has given unusual mate-= 
rial resources shall accept special responsibility to provide the funds needed 
for their execution in the interests of the cause to which all the councils and 
churches are equally committed, 


Among the objectives are: 


1. Greater concentration upon certain strategic areas of Christian need and 
missionary opportunity, especially Africa, Latin America, and the Middle 
East. To this end it is proposed in due course to appoint regional 
secretaries for these areas, 


2. Deeper response to the challenge of the non-Christian religions in their 
present-day resurgence: ecumenical study centres in Buddhism, Hinduism, 
etc., are projected, 


3, The internationalisation of missionary activities by encouraging churches 
and missions to operate within a continuously growing ecumenical pattern, 
particularly in personnel. It is proposed that the I.li,C. should im- 
tiate pilot projects cf this character and ensure an adequate study of 
the basic requirements and implications of internationally administered 
work, 


A, The fuller co-ordination of all the resources of churches and missions 
in the discharge of the world mission of the church, in pursuit of 
this it is intended to strengthen the Joint Committee of the W.C.C, and 
the I.M.C. and to provide the Committee with a full-time secretary. 


5, The further encouragement of plans for the recruiting and training of 
non-professional missionaries, 


We believe that in obtaining the requisite funds a more widely spread know- 
ledge of the International Missionary Council and its work is imperative, 


We call upon the officers to take the steps necessary adequately to inform 


its constituency and to bring this programme into effect. HePede, Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Dr. Pradervand Elected General Secretary 


More than 400 delegates attending the meeting of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance here (July 27 - Aug. 5) chose Dr. Marcel Pradervand of Geneva, Switzer- 
land, as general secretary, Dr. Pradervand since 1948 has served as executive 
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secretary of the Alliance, comprising 40,0C00,COO adherents of the Reformed faith 

in 45 countries, He assumes the newly-created post under a revised Alliance 

constitution, but will have essentially the same administrative duties as before. 
EeP.oe, Geneva 


~ HUNGARY The Witness of the Hungarian Prctestant Churches 


' (Budapest) « The Ecumenical Council of the Churches of Hungary, comprised of 


46 Reformed, 17 Lutheran, 3 Baptist, and 2 Methodist delegates and chaired by its 
president Bishop Albert Bereczky, D.D., on June 17 accepted unanimously a state=- 
ment of the witness of the Hungarian Protestant Churches to the Christian Hope 
and the services deriving from the testimony that Christ is the Hope of the World, 
A 70-member study commission and several sub-committees of the Council have been 
studying for years the main and subsidiary themes of the Evanston Assembly of the 
Viorld Couneil of Churches, The Council published findings of these studies on 
Dec, 15, 1952 and Aug. 15, 1953. From the lo-page document we quote some 
passages of witnessa 


The first part of the 16 page document is concerned with the main theme of 


‘the Evanston Assembly, "Christ = the Hope of the World, It says: "The Church 


of Jesus Christ faces day by day questions which she, according to the will of 
her Lord and Head, must answer, While answering these questions, she witnesses to. 


‘the truth that Jesus Christ is the Lord of the Church and Sovereign of the world, 


We believe that the sovereignty of Christ is manifested not only in the life and — 
service of the Church, but encompasses the entire universe... Through the critical 
state of the world God calls the Church to account for the hope given to her... 


We pear this witness in the hope that God wishes to strengthen by it the true hopes 


of His Church, inspire hope in the hopeless and create true hope in the hearts of 
those Christians and non-Christians who cherish false hopes ee. 


"In epochs like these we must vigilantly take care to consider the fullness 
of God's revealed truth... Cur theological work, our preaching, our piety, our 
cicht relation to the world depend on the decision whether we can grasp, in faith 
and obedience, the relation between faith and work, in a way in which this is set 
forth in the whole of the Scriptures..." 


In its second part on "Our Services issuing frou our Hope" the document deals 
with the six subsidiary themes of the Evanston Assembly. It begins: "While in 
agreement with many things, we are glad to identify ourselves with the striking 
sentence in the introduction of one of the 'surveys': ‘What ve should receive from 
Svenston is not so much a new series of general declarations but rather a new faith 
and determination which would be manifested in a world-wide fellowship and in our 
common stand for peace and justice.'... 


5 


"We believe that the unity of the churches can be achicved. as the fruit of a 
believing obedience that does not set out to some formal unity, but seeks their 
united services and common witness with regard to the timely common issues in the 


— ae 


Tifé of the churches and peoples... 


"Yet the Uhurch can only represent this love, in the contest of the different 
social, political and economic systems, if her activity does not strengthen the 
trends which push this contest toward a destructive shoivi-down, but rather those 
trends which may make it a creative contest of human co-existence. Such a service 
of the churches in the life of human society may become a signal pointing to Christ, 


ap tae 
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the Hope of the world... - iith regard to the issues cr international life the 
churches are tempted to idealise the power politics of the leading circles of 
their own countries, or even to put an ecclesiastical stamp upon these efforts. 
The efforts of certain church groups must also be considered as temptations, when 
certain nations are urged to give up a part of their soversignty in favour of some 
supra-national organisation... The churches have the task to keep on exhorting 
their people that they may not fix their attention on their own interests only, 
put on those of other peoples as well, ile believe that the peculiar interests of 
any given country or groups of countries can be harmonized with the interests of 
211 the-other countries, and the churches, toc, have the task to work, by their 
specifically ecclesiastical means, toward this harmony... We believe that the 
churches engaged in the ministry of reconciliation may hopefully impel peoples 
and governments to speak again and again with each other, until agreement is 


reached,..'! | H.P.o.e, Geneva 
GERMLDY 3 Dr, Niemoeller on the Evanston Assembly 


(iesbaden) - The Second Assembly of the “World Council of Churches vhich will take 
place in Evanston/U.S.A. this month, will have to prove whether there is something 
real behind the main theme "Christ, the Hope of the World", said Pastor Martin 


 Wiemoeller, a member of the orld Council Sxecutive Comittee, on his departure 


for the U.S.A, The German ivang, Press Service (epd) reports that he said, 


people should resist the temptation of seeing only a slogan behind this phrase -- 


a mistake made not infrequently. In the opinion of Ur, Niemecller, the decisive 
problems in Zvanston will ve the questions concerning .ar or peace, atomic weapons 
and other means for mass destruction, and racial problems which cannot be confined 
+o llorth America and Africa. It remains to be seen whether the majority of Christi- 
ans in the whole world are really prepared to set their hopes on Christ and try 
with His help to bring the racial problem under control or whether they will 
restrict themselves to the so-called Christian culture and Christian civilisation. 
He concluded that for the Evangelical Church it is of vital interest, that 
people in Germany and in the world stand together in belief, hope and love. 

H.P.8., Geneva 


AUSTRIA The Austrian Church and Evanston 


ee a 


(Vienna) - Before leaving for the Second Assembly of the orld Vouncil of Churches 
due to take place August 15-31 in Evanston/U.S.ce, Bishop D. Gerhard May, head of 
the Evangelical Church in Austria, declared that he considered it his duty to 
express before the Assembly in ivanston the gratitude felt by the ovangelical 
Church and the people in Austria for the manifold ways in which support had been 
siven to them since 1946; for the understanding and efficient help in tackling the 
refugee problem; and finally for all that was done last winter in aid of the vic- 
tims of the avalanches and was being done now for the flood victius. Apart from 
that Bishop May intends to give a survey of the present situation of the Evangeli- 
cal Church in Austria, which, he claims, has a special mission to fulfill her ca- 


pacity as a minority church, @.P.5., Geneva 
GERMANY Appeal on Behalf of the P,O,./.s Held Back in Russia 


(Frankfurt /ilain) - In a letter addressed to the Patriarch of iloscow, Kirchenprési- 
dent Martin Niemoeller has asked the Orthodox Church of Russia to intervene with 
the Soviet Government in favour of a speedy return of the German prisoners of war 
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and other prisoners still detained in the Soviet Union. "Je are driven to make this 
appeal from the bottom of our hearts by the love of Christ and by our hope before 
God, that such a deed will improve understanding between our peoples and will aid 
peace on earth, Every Sunday and in every service of worship the Evangelical Church 
in Germany prays to God for the return of these men to their homes and families, 
and as the Church prays for them, it also seizes every opportunity to help or at 


least to appeal to others in their favour," B.P.o., Geneva 
BRAZIL Second Latin American Lutheran Conference 


(Petropolis) - The Second Latin American Lutheran Conference tas held in Petropolis, 
Brazil, July 20 to 23. Delegates froa Lutheran churches in 5razil, Argentine, Chile, 
and from Lutheran groups and congregations in Peru, Colombia, Uruguay, Bolivia, 
Venezuela, Mexico, and Puerto Rico attended, as well as representatives from the 
National Committees (The Lutheran World Federation) of Canada, Nerway, Sweden, Ger- 
many, and the U.S.A., Bishop Hanns Lilje, President of The L,i,F, gave the keynote 
address, and Executive Secretary Dr, 0, H, Lund-Quist participated, 


Special topics of this conference were the multi-lingual programmes in various 
countries, the works of the already established church bodies, the missionary 
activities of North American groups, the service to immigrants, The conference 
endorsed the plan of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church of Argentina to estab- 
lish a theological seminary for Spanish-speaking students from all Latin America. 


This was the first time in the history of South American Lutheranism that 
Seandinavian churches have actively participated in such a conference on this con- 
tinent. Bishop Elis Malmestrém , Sweden, Pastor Henrik Hauge, Norway, and Pastor 
Daniel Cederberg, Sweden, were present not only at the conference but held Scan- 
dinavian services in various centers of South American congregational life. 


On July 27, officials of the Lutheran World Federation were received by Gene- 
ral Peron, president of the Argentine Republic. H.P.o., Geneva 


HUNGARY Renovation of Churches 


ee ” 


The "Renovation of Uhurches" is the title cof an interesting veport included in 
a special illustrated issue ef the Hungarian Church Press published "in honour of 
the Evanston Assembly of the world Council of Churches", .c learn from the article 
that 579 church buildings of the Hungarian Protestant churciies were badly damaged 
or destroyed in World War II, This is about a quarter of the existing Protestant 
church buildings. Repairs of the greatest part cf the damaged churches were comple- 
ted by 1952. To cover the costs, the congregations raised 42,60c,000 Forints, the 
Hungarian State contributed 10,774,000 Forints and the Sister churches abroad sent 
25'750,000 Forints. 


The work of reconstruction did not stop with 1952 but has been extended to 
cover damages by cause other than war, e.g. restoration of fanous cld churches and 
frescoes etc. So in 1953 a number of medieval churches were renovated, Since the 
end of the war new churches have been built in 19 parishes of the Reformed Church, 
three new parishes have been organised in Budapest. Smaller chapels were set up in 
other new parishes, The Lutherans erected 20 new church buildings. 

HeP we, Geneva 
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BURMA Vorld Buddhist Centre 


(Rangoon) - Construction of a. sreat world Buddhist centre and university is well 
under way in Rangoon with half a dozen buildings completed. To be knovn as the 
Tnternational Institute for Advanced Buddhistic Studies, iv is expected the 25 
modern buildings of the centre will be completed before the close, in May 1956, 
of the two-year Sixth Buddhist Great Council now in progress here (see E.P.S. No. 
17). 
Several of the coupleted buildings, now being used as hostels for thousands 
of monks gathered there from all over Burma as well as Ceylon, Cambodia, Laos, and 
Thailand, will become university dormitories after the end of the congress. A 
special session of the congress next November is expected to bring members of the 
 Viorld Buddhist Fellowship from the U.S.A, Canada, Britain, Australia, Belgium, 
France, Germany, and Scandinavia. The last Great Council was held in 1871 and only 
four others were held in the preceding 2,425 years. (ne cf the expected results of 
the present congress is the translation of Buddhist scriptures in various languages. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES | $ 3,000,000 Church Building Fund 


Setting up of a $3,000,000 fund from which loans can be made to congregations 
in need of church buildings was decided upon by the Southern Baptists! Home Mission 
Board at its mid-year meeting in New Mexico recently. This decision was reached 
after a survey had revealed that a great number of Southern Baptist groups meet in 


all types of structures other than church buildings. B.P.o., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Youth for Christ Throughout the World 


(ifinona Lake, Ind.) - A 10 percent increase lust year in the number of Youth for 
Christ rallies held in the U.S.A. and abroad was reported to the group's loth. 
annual International Convention in Winona Lake by Theodore :.. sngstrom, executive 
divector, He said the rallies now are held in all 48 states and in 79 foreign 
countries while the YFC High School Club program, with 1,500 cluos, is operative in 
Al states and several overseas lands. wr. Engstrom also said whe movement is reach- 
ing servicemen through the YFC . issions to the Military and that the YFC Women's 
Auxiliary Relief Ministry last year sent 750,000 pounds of clothing to the needy 
all over the world, Slightly mere than half cf last year's $617,000 budget was sent 
overseas to help in the world missions programme, he added, 


Preliminary plans for a seventh World Uongress on Evangelism to be held at 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, next April,were also discussed at the meeting. 
B.P.0., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Circulation of Catholic Publications 


(liew York) - Subcribers to Roman Catholic newspapers and magazines published in the 
United States and Canada now number a record 21,893,306, an increase of more than 
tvio million over last year, it was announced by the national cffice of the Catholic 
Press Association, The figures are based on a survey of 591 Catholic publications, 
15 more than the CPA listed in its official 1953 figures. The total for 131 U.5. 
Catholic weekly newspapers is 4,6 million subscribers; the 426 magazines total 16.7 
million, Carrying the highest circulation for a local Catholic ..eekly newspaper is 
the New World, official organ of the Chicago Archdiocese, with 144,518 paying sub- 
scribers. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Evanston - Notes 
Assembly Radio and Television Schedule 


In order to give our readers a first impression of the world-wide radio and 
TV coverage of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, 
U.S.A.(Aug. 15-31, 1954) we publish the following excerpts from broadcasting sche- 
dutes about which we know: 


UNITED STATES 


In addition to numerous broadcasts preparing for the Evanston Assembly, American 
networks are planning the following radio and television outlets: 


Gis tite are) 


National Broadcasting Company outlet "Faith In Action" - 9:15-9:30 A.M. - 
Aug. 8, 15, 22,and 29. 
Mutual Broadcasting System outlet "Reviewing Stand" - 11:30 A.M. - Aug. 8, and 15. 
American Broadcasting Company outlet "Pilgrimage! ~ 1:30-2:30 P.M, - Aug. 8, and y Ross 
National Broadcasting Company outlet WNational Radio Pulpit! - losoo-lo:30 A.M. - 
Aug. 15, and 22. 
National Broakasting Company outlet "University of Chicago Round Table! - 1:30-2:30 
P.M. - Aug. 15, 22, 29, and Sept. 5. 


National Broadcasting Company "Dramatic Show'! - time to be announced - 
Station WMAQ, Chicago, outlet "Day's Bnd" - 11:30-11:45 P.M. - Aug. 8,15, 22, and 
rae 


Tein ya. So Or 


Beginning July 4th, NBC-TV programme "Frontiers of Faith" started a series deal- 
ing with the main theme and three of the sub-themes of the Assembly. 


A special feature of the television college course in religion offered by the 
National Broadcasting Company will be the appearance of distinguished guest lec- 
turers from the World Council of Churches. The Council's Second Assembly will give 
viewers of "Man and Religion" the opportunity to see some of the yorld's outstan- 
ding religious leaders. Five of the Assembly members will lecture on some of the 
main discussion topics of the Evanston meeting. Broadcasting time for this outlet 
is scheduled as follows: 


Station WNBQ-TV, Chicago, "Man and Religion" - 1l:00-11:30 A.M. - Aug. Ba Loses 
29, Sept. 5, 12, 19, and 26. 


Station WNBQ-TV, Chicago, "The Pulpit" - 1o:30-10:45 A.M. - Aug. 8, 15, 22, and 29. 

NBC-TV outlet "A Preview of Evanston" - 4:30-5:00 P.M. - Aug. 14. 

Columbia Broadcasting System-TV outlet ''The Opening Service of The Second Assem- 
bly" - lls:oo-l2:00 P.M. - Aug. 15 = Telecast direct from the First Methodist 
Church, Evanston. 


GREAT BRITAIN 


In June this year, the B.B.C. (British Broadcasting Corporation) had broadcast 
some church services in connection with the Second Assembly. Two series of broad- 
casts followed in July by the Bishop of Chichester and Dr. Robert C. Mackie 
(wW.C.C., Geneva). 


For August the B.B.C. is planning an outstanding programme on the Second Assem- 
bly of the World Council of Churches in Evanston. 
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FRANCE 


French networks will also keep their listeners informed on the course of events 
in Evanston. Radio Strasbourg will give reports of the Assembly in French and 
German. Programmes are scheduled as follows: 


In French on the medium wave band (258,60 m) every Tuesday and Friday; BG yu age ee 
31 August and 3 September, 8:30-8:45 P.M. 

In German on the medium wave band (235 m), Wednesday, 25 August and Ist September, 
12:20-12:50 A.M-¢ 


NETHERLANDS 


During the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches Radio Hilversum will 
broadcast daily commentaries of lo minutes! duration. 


GERMANY 


Apart from numerous broadcasts informing their listeners on the forthcoming 
Second Assembly of the W.C.C., the West German broadcasting networks will bring 
eye-witness reports from Evanston together with commentaries and interviews intro- 
ducing leading personalities of the W.C.C. and other delegates, Broadcasting time 
is scheduled as follows: 


NWDR-Hamburg (North West German Broadcasting Corporation) 
medium wave: Aug. 19, and 26 - lo:oo-lo:15 P.M. 
VFM-West: Aug. 21, 6:15-6:45 P.M, - VFM-North: Aug. 28, 6:00-6:30 P.M. 


Hessischer Rundfunk Frankfurt/Main 
medium wave: Aug. 20, 1lo:30-10:45 P.M., Aug. 27; lo;o05-lo:20 P.M. 
VFM : Aug. 26, lo:oo-lo:15 P.M. 


Suedwestfunk Baden/Baden 
medium wave: Aug. 21, 7:15-7:30 P.M.-Aug.27; lo:30-ll:0o0 P.M. 
VFM ; Aug. 17, 5:30-5:45 P.M. - Aug. 31, 5:30-5745 P.M. 


Bayerischer Rundfunk Munich 
medium wave: Aug. 21, 5:10-5:25 P.M. - VFM: Aug. 29; 8:30-9:00 A.M. 


Station Free Berlin joins Hamburg 
R.1.4.S. Berlin joins medium wave outlet Hamburg 


Radio Bremen 
VFM : Aug. 23, 8:45-9:00 P.M. 


Sueddeutscher Rundfunk Stuttgart 
medium wave: Aug. 19, and 26 - 6.45:7:00 P.M. 
VFM : Aug. 15, and 29 - 1o:30-ll:oo A.M. 
In the series on "Faith and Life!, Radio Stuttgart will bring several reports 
entitled "Geneva, headquarters of the Oikoumene". The series started on 
July 14 and is to be continued on every Wednesday, lo:15-lo:30 P.M. in the 
VFM programme. 


DT Ak- 6 ¥ebL Si Onn 


The television programme of the North-West German Broadcasting Corporation of 
Hamburg announces the screening of a film report for 20 August (8:20-8:35 P.M.) 
on Evanston. This will be the first international church conference to be telecast 
by a German network. E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES World Presbyterians Meet 


(Princeton, N.Y.) - Meetings of the 17th General Council of the World Alliance of 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches, presided over by Dr. Edgar F. Romig, pastor 
of the West End Collegiate church, New York, and an Alliance vice-president, con-— 
cluded here on August 5th, President John A, Mackay of Princeton Theological 
Seminary was elected president, Dr. Marcel Pradervand of Geneva, Switzerland, as 
general secretary. Since its last meeting (at Geneva in 1948) the Alliance has 
been joined by 13 additional churches and now represents 65 affiliated churches 
in 42 countries. Following is the Message, adopted by the General Council: 


A Message To Members of Presbyterian And Reformed Churches Throughout The World 


"Grace be unto you, .and peace, from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Amen. 


The 17th General Council of your Presbyterian and Reformed Alliance, repre- 
senting Churches in 42 nations, with more than 40,000,000 memLers, meeting in 
Princeton, July 27 - August 5, 1954, rejoices in the fellowship that God in His 
mercy has granted us, despite the barriers of race, class and nation which threa- 
ten divorce and division in the family of God, and looks forward expectantly to 
the larger fellowship of the World Council of Churches at Evanston, which is a 
growing evidence of the unity of all believers in Christ, 


Many in our times, in all lands, are filled with fear - for their economic 
security, the stability of their institutions, the future of their nations, fear 
of a war which will destroy the busis of cur civilisation, fear sometimes of life 
itself, or of death as though it were the final evil, 


2 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. 
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And to many of our contemporaries Christ seems to offer no hope. We con- 
fess that at our best the light in our Churches is so pale a reflection of Him 
vho is the Light of the World, and the life in our Churches lacks so much of the 
savour of His preserving salt, that multitudes have come to look elsewhere for 
their understanding of life, their duty, and their assurance. 


Under these circumstances the sharpest challenge to us who have certain 
faith in the crucified, risen and victorious Christ is so to live and teach that 
faith (that men may see in Christ the only real hope for mankind, the one effec- 
tual remedy for all their fears) and so to witness that no cne shall be turned 
away from the Christian hope by our default. For any hope but that which is in 
Him will finally succumb before life's limitations and tragedies, or break on the 
rock of God's eternal justice. 


We beg you, therefore, to heed God's Living Word as it comes to you through 
the Scriptures. 


Claim the whole world for Jesus Christ. 
Seek to close the divided Christian ranks. 


Love all men, even your enemies, knowing that they too are called to become 
children in God's family, Strive to break down racial barriers, to promote 
understanding between classes and people, to provide an opportunity for every man 
to enjoy his share of God's bounty and to earn a livelihood for himself and his 
family. 


Work with those who are seeking to promote peace and rightecusness among 
nations, recognizing that unrest will continue and that there will be no immnuni ty 
against irretrievable disaster until the new powers that have been put at our dis- 
posal through scientific discovery and technological advance have been made avail-— 
able for human welfare instead of human destruction. 


Be loyal to the government of the nation in which you live, always remember= 
ing that in any conflict of claim Christians must obey God rather than mane 


Give of yourselves and your substance for God's Kingdom and His righteous- 
ness and do not cling to your possessions as if your security were in them, or as 
if your true joy lay in that which wealth can buy. 


Pray without ceasinge 


Whatever befalls, remember the ancient word: ‘Have I not commanded you? Be 
strong and of good courage: . be not frightened, neither be dismayed, for the lord 
your God is with you wherever you go.'" 


UE ENEEEREEEEE 


Just before the Council began the executive committee of the Alliance issued 
a statement expressing its hope that Americans would appreciate that the very 
nature of a world-wide Christian organisation demands attendance by church repre- 
sentatives from all countriese 


According to press reports the executive expressed gratitude that the govern~ 
ment of the United States made it possible to hold the Alliance meeting in the 
U.S.A, despite the fact that some of the official representatives of its member 
churches came from countries whence it would in these times be ordinarily impos- 
sible to get exit visas or entrance visas for the United States. It urged the 
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people of the United States tc understand that the very nature of a world-wide 
Christian organisation demands that representatives of churches from nations poli- 
tically divided be able to confer across all barriers, it expressed regret that 
"certain of our Reformed brethren from eastern Europe and from Asia have not been 
permitted by their governments to leave their countries to come to our meeting 

and that one of our delegates has been denied an entrance visa by the United States 
Government which would permit him to come to Princeton," 


The delegate referred to above was Bishop John Peter of Hungary, whose visa 
apparently only granted him permission to go to Evanston and not to other meetings. 
The other Hungarian delegates to the General Council, whose visas did not limit 
them to attendance at Evanston, refused to go to Princeton in protest against the 
State Department decision regarding Bishop Peter. B.P.S., Geneva 


WORLD COMMITTEE FOR CHRISTIAN BROADCASTING Message to Evanston 


i i a A ET 


Content of the 3rd 1954 issue of the quarterly "The Christian Broadcaster", 
organ of the World Committee for Christian Broadcasting according to an editorial 
note "has largely been determined by the forthcoming Second Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in Evanston (USA)", It contains a special message to the 
Evanston Assembly from which we quote the following passages: 

tt .,. Such powerful iastruments as radio and television must be fully ex- 
ploited for the proclamation to the world of the Gospel of Jesus Christ ... Used 
as a voice to help man in finding the right path in a world of anxiety and hope- 
lessness, these instruments may become a blessing and a true etc ot the hordve,s 
By including the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches in their prayers, 
the World Committee for Christian Broadcasting actually re-examines its own pur- 
pose se. The Committee attaches some very concrete hopes to the Assembly discus— 
sions: that the great possibilities inherent in radio and television for evange- 
lisation and missionary work may sufficiently be realised and also put into prac- 
tice in the every-day life of the churches; and that these considerations may 
find an expression in the organisation of the World Council of COU OHO S pels sce 

BaP ede, one va 


SWITZERLAND Theological Students at the Ecumenical Institute 


(Bossey) - Every summer a course for theological students is held at the Hcumeni- 
cal Institute in Bossey. This year's course took place from July 15th to August 
3rd With about 70 students participating. The largest number of delegates came from 
Great Britain (16), Germany (17), United States of America (S)) and Canada (7): 

13 other countries, among them Austria, Finland, Haiti, Netherlands, India, Italy, 
Mauritius, Madagascar and Sweden were also represented, Amcng the delegations 
from France and Germany were several refugees from Egypt, Roumania, Russia etc. 

The ecumenical character of the course was particularly evident in the variety of 
denominations to which the students belonged: there were 16 Anglicans and Episco- 
palians, 14 Lutherans, 10 Reformed and Presbyterians, & Methodists, 2 Baptists, 

1 Ccngregationalist, 4 Urthodox and 14 members of United Churches, Also staff 
members and lecturers came frem a wide variety of countries and denominations. 
Professor D'Espine, Geneva, gave an introductoiy series of lectures on problems of 
worship, from an ecumenical point of view, Professor Evdokimov, of the Orthodox 
Academy in Paris, spoke on the same subject, from the Orthodox standpoint. Pro~ 
fessor Wendland, Germany, of Kiel university, dealt with the main theme of Evanston 
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"Christ - the Hope of the World", and Mr, Heinz Fluegel, Tutzing (Bavaria), direct- 
ed a study group on the thoughts and experience of Simone Weil. Dr. John Middaugh 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. surveyed the life of the Church in Ameri- 
ca. Rev. Patrick Rodger acted as chaplain, and Miss Suzanne de Diétrich, of the 
Ecumenical Institute was director for the whole course. 


Two communion services were held, one of which, marking the end of the course, 


was according to the rite of the Church of South India, E.P.S., Geneva 
S\IT ZERLAND ; The World's Y.W.C.A. Seminars 


(Geneva) - Two Seminars which took place at the World's Y.W.C.A, last July brought 
out very clearly the responsibilities of Christian women in international affairs. 
The first Seminar, related to the 18th Session of ECOSOC, was attended by dele- 
gates from 11 countries. the study and discussions were centred mainly on the 
problem of raising standards of living in relation to the U.N, Programme of Tech- 
nical Assistance. it was thought that the advice of missionaries and Christian 
organisations such as the Y.\7,C.A. would prove of value through their interpreta- 
tion of religicus and social customs to newly arrived technical experts, and by 
helping to educate people to accept changes. 


The second Seminar was especially concerned with giving members, who came 
from 12 different countries, an opportunity of becoming better acquainted with 
viorld Christian movements and the problems with which they are concerned in the 
field of international responsibilities. Projects of mutual service, work with 
refugees, the principal concerns to be considered at the next World's Y.W.C.A. 
Council and the material which was available on all these subjects, were con- 


sidered in some detail. Bp Peoes) “eneve 
SWEDEN New Bishop of Stockholm 


(Stockholm) - The 49-year-old Rev. Helge Ljungberg, vicar of Stockholm's St, Engel- 
brekt parish since 1950, was named Bishop of the Swedish State lutheran Church's 
Stockholm Diocese. He will succeed 70-year-old Bishop Manfred Bjoekqvist who 


is retiring Oct. l. BePeoe, Geneva 
INDIA Indian Methodist Choir to Visit U.S.A. 


(Bombay) - One of the projects under way for the celebration in 1956 of the 100th 
anniversary of the Methodist Church in India is the training of an All-India 
Methodist choir of ten boys and ten girls. The choir is to be sent to the 1956 
quadrennial Methodist General Conference at Minneapolis, Minn., to "convey our 
message of good-will to the churches there through Indian music’, The choir has 
been practising a few American Negro spirituals as well as Hindustani songs, bha- 
jans (devotional airs), and songs in the regional languages of India and rehear- 


sing a number of Indian folk dances. E,P.o., Geneva 
AUSTRALIA . Agreement on Refugees 


(Melbourne) - Agreement has been reached by the Australian Government and the 
Australian Council of the World Council of Churches on a plan vhich will enable 
the inter-church body to bring to Australia a large number of European refugees 
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not eligible as immigrants under existing laws. Most of them come from countries 
having no migration agreement with this country or because they are engaged in 
occupations or professions for which the government is not recruiting migrants. 


The people to be brought to Australia are individuals or families selected 
by World Council field officers in Europe, and their passage to Australia will be 
financed by the W.C.C, Service to Refugees' travel loan fund. 


The agreement provides that a responsible Australian church, institution, 
group or individual must sponsor the incoming refugee or refugee family and must 
find accommodations and employment for them in advance, H,P.5., Geneva 


UNITED STATES New Head for C.WW.S. 


(New York) + The Rev, R. Norris Wilson of the Congregational Christian Churches 

an the U.S.4. has been chosen Director of Church World Service to succeed Dr, 
Viynn Fairfield who retires January 1, 1955. Mr, Wilson will become Acting Direc- 
tor on September 1. Church World Service is the service agency of the National | 
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., co-ordinating America Church pro- 
grammes of inter-church aid, refugee service and material. relief for all areas of 
the world, HePetes) Geneva 


KOREA Baptists Working in Korea 


(London) - The London weekly "Baptist Times" gives an interesting report on the 
viork of "Baptists in Korea, Rev. Red. Cribb, who has becn in Korea for about 
nine months, writes: 


"At the moment there are 13 missionaries, 2 doctors and 3 nurses working in 
Korea in connection with the Baptist World Alliance, Tio Australians are on 
their way here to help with relief work. One of the most thrilling developments 
in Korean Baptist history was the opening last April, of our Baptist seminary in 
Taejoh with 140 studentsesee There are 2 Baptist schools here, started by chap- 
lains, and with 700 students, many of whom are refugees... In addition there are 
150 churches and preaching places, and a Baptist memorial church is at this mo- 
ment being built in Seoul .-«. In Pusan there is a Baptist mission hospital, which 
sees over 7CO patients daily. The Baptist Relief Programme also assists 500 boys 
and girls from Baptist homes through high school, helps large numbers of widows, 
orphans, wounded soldiers and poor Christians..." H.P.o., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Negro Teacher Wins Ecumenical Drama Contest 


(Washington, D.C.) - Miss Verna J. Dozier, a Negro school teacher, has been named 

winner of a religious drama writing contest on the theme "The Church Ecumenical". 

The contest was sponsored by the Washington Federation of Churches in connection 

with the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches to be held in Hvanston, 

T1l., Aug. 15 - 31. Miss Dozier's play, entitled "Gathered Together", was given 

its premiere in the Amphitheater of the Washington Cathedral (Episcopal) grounds. 
| Ha Peele WONG iE 


is is the irst of eight special issues of Ecumenical Press 

_ Service which will be published during the Assembly period. | 

One copy will be supplied free to each official participant. | 
If you wish extra copies, they may be purchased at 10¢ each h| 
at the EPS distribution centers. Or you may arrange to have | 
them sent to your home-town pastor or editor in two packs, at) 


the end of each week, for $1 including postage. Airmail extra” 
it | 
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SECOND ASSEMBLY OPENS SUNDAY AT 10 A.M. 
WITH WORSHIP SERVICE IN METHODIST CHURCH 


Tomorrow, Sunday morning, August 15, 1500 official representatives i 
of the 161 member communions of the World Council of Churches, from i 
countries around the world, will assemble at the First Methodist Church, 
Evanston, Illinois, for the opening session of the long-anticipated Second F 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. } 


Varied and colorful vestments in the opening proces sional will bear t 
witness to the many traditions represented and the long and diverse historic 
roads that the member churches have travelled in their search for Christian . 
truth. 


The presence of the representatives of these 161 member churches at 
this world-wide Assembly will also bear witness to their present conviction 
that diversity has, perhaps run its course. Their presence will testify to 
their determination once more, as children of God, to reconstitute the 
universal Christian family, which embraces all God's children of whatever 
race, nation, sex, tongue or economic status. 


As they officially enter into the work of the Assembly, the delegates 
will raise their voices together - each in his own language - singing one of 
the world's great Christian hymns, which the Church in many lands has sung 
in its days of glory and of tribulation - "a Mighty Fortress is Our God." 


Together the delegates will listen to the reading of the Scripture in the 
familiar ''Servant'' passage of Isaiah 53, and to the great admonition to 
brotherly unity of the second chapter of Philippians. Pastor Marc Boegner 
of France will read the Old Testament passage in French; Archbishop 
Athenagoras of Thyateira will read the New Testament passage in Greek. 
The delegates will follow Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Norway, a third 
member of the World Council presidium, as he repeats the Apostles 
Creed in German. They will follow another president, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, and Bishop C. K. Jacob of the Church of South India, 
in prayers, and join in responsive reading led by Dr. Harold Bosley, 
minister of the host church. 


They will listen to some of the great organ and choir music which 
is the common heritage of the Christian Church. 


They will hear Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, the American member 
of the Presidium, preach, drawing their attention to the oft-repeated 
proclamation of the Constituting Assembly ''We Intend to Stay Together." 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and 
about the Churches and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in 
its news items and articles. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with credit acknowledgement. 


organizations include: The World Council of Churches, The International Missionary Council, The 
orld Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations, The World’s Young Women’s Christian Association, The 
rorld’s Student Christian Federation, The World Council of Christian Education, The United Bible Societies. 
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'PRESIDENT EISENHOWER 
- TO ADDRESS ASSEMBLY 


President Dwight D. Eisenhower will address delegates to the Second Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches and receive an honorary doctor of laws degree ata 
special convocation at Northwestern University at 4p.m. Thursday, August 19. 


The convocation, which will be open to the public, will be held at Deering Mea- 
dow, on the east side of Sheridan Road at Foster Street. In case of rain, the convoca- 
tion will be held in Cahn Auditorium on the southwest corner of Sheridan Road and 
Emerson Street, where the limited number of seats will be available only to World 
Council delegates and other assembly officials. 


There is room for about 15,000 persons at Deering Meadow. No tickets will be 
required to enter the area set aside for the public. A special gate near Foster Street 
will be the only public entrance. A section of reserved seats will be provided for 
World Council delegates and official guests of the World Council and Northwestern. 


The welcome to the president will be given by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. 
Geoffrey Francis Fisher. Following his address, the president will be awarded the 
honorary degree, conferred by Dr. J. Roscoe Miller, Northwestern President. The 
degree citation will be made by Kenneth F. Burgess, president of Northwestern's 
board of trustees. 


The invocation will be pronounced by Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam; Bishop Eivind 
Berggrav, of the Church of Norway, will give the benediction. 


FESTIVAL OF FAITH 
SOLDIER FIELD, CHICAGO 


The FESTIVAL OF FAITH, a public service of worship, will take place at Soldier 
Field, Chicago, on Sunday evening. A capacity audience of 100,000 is expected. 


4,000 persons recruited from Chicago area churches will participate, including 
several massed choirs totalling 2,500 persons--speech and choral; a brass choir, 
massed trumpeters, a carillon, an interpretive pantomine group; a narrator. Five 
hundred separate lights, including varied-colored spots, will illumine the festival 
chorus. 


The service deals with the relationship of the human spirit to God; depicts the 
struggles through which the individual and the churches find their fulfillment in Christ; 
it concerns God's part in the process of creation; the steps through which salvation is 
received; and comes to a climactic ending on a note of Christian hope. 


_ The narration will be largely in the words. of the Bible--from Genesis to 
Revelation. 


The pageant narrator is the Rev. George E. Johnson, minister of Oakton Com- 
munity Church, Evanston, Illinois. 


The processional will be made up of 1,500 representatives from 48 countries 
wearing church regalia and costumes of varied countries. 


The Festival of Faith is a project of the churches of Chicago and the Church 
Federation of Greater Chicago, working through the Chicago Area-Midwest World 
Council Assembly Committee. The executive director of the committee is the Rev. 
Dr. Ralph G. Schell. 


The script for the festival was written by Miss Helen Kromer, author of ''The 
Presbyterian Panorama", a historical pageant presented in Madison Square Garden, 
New York, during the Presbyterian Church USA's General Assembly of 1952. She 
also wrote ''This City Under God,'"' a pageant commemorating the 300th anniversary of 
Protestantism in Brooklyn, N.Y., which was presented Feb. 24-25, 1954 at the 
Academy of Music, Brooklyn. 


John F. Becker, producer-director of the Festival of Faith, is a radio, TV, film 


and theatrical producer in New York City. He has won two Peabody radio awards, is a 
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former producer-director of CBS-TV and film consultant of the American Cancer 
Society. 


Fred Wise, music director of University Church of Disciples of Christ, Chicago, 
is chairman of the festival's music committee. Assisting him are: Henry Veld, di- 
rector of the Apollo Club, Chicago; Mark S. Hallett, music director of Morgan Park 
Baptist Church; and J. Wesley Jones, director of the Metropolitan Singers, Chicago. 


MEETING OF THE THEOLOGICAL COMMISSION 
ON CHRIST AND THE CHURCH HELD IN EVANSTON 


Meeting in Evanston for five days before the opening of the World Council of 
Churches Assembly, 16 eminent theologians have been studying the deepest questions 
of the meaning of the Christian Church. These men belong to the Theological Com- 
mission on Christ and the Church, which is a specially appointed study group of the 
Commission on Faith and Order. Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund, Sweden, and Pro- 
fessor Robert L. Calhoun of Yale Divinity School, are co-chairmen of this group, 
which includes sections in both Europe and North America. 


By exchanging papers and meeting annually, these representatives of the major 
traditions and denominations belonging to the World Council hope to discover together 
a more adequate understanding of the meaning of unity in Christ. They will be discus- 
sing such questions as: 


How is the Christian community related to the living Lord Jesus Christ? What 
do the words ''Body of Christ'' mean as applied to the Church? How are the works of 
the Holy Spirit recognized? For what ultimate purpose did God bring the Church into 
being? How can the unity of the Church be understood in the light of our doctrine of 
Jesus Christ? 


These questions will hold the attention of the theologians of this commission for 
about ten years. Since these problems are at the roots of many divisions between 
churches, it is expected that this ecumenical theological commission will pave the 
way for the eventual healing of divisions 


Among American members present were: Professor Calhoun; Professor W. N. 
Pittenger (Episcopal) of General Theological Seminary; Dr. G. R. Cragg (United 
Church of Canada); Professor T. Ariga (Chruch of Christ in Japan) of Kyoto Univer- 
sity; Professor N. S. F. Ferre (Methodist) of the Vanderbilt School of Religion in 
Nashville; the Rt. Rev. George Florovsky (Orthodox), Dean of St. Vladimir's Ortho- 
dox Seminary in New York; Professor T. A. Kantonen (United Lutheran Church) of 
Hamma Divinity School, Springfield, Ohio; Professor John Knox (Methodist) of Union 
Theological Seminary; Professor P. S. Minear (Congregational) of Andover Newton 
Theological Seminary; and Professor Claude Welch (Methodist) also of Yale. 


From Europe came Bishop Anders Nygren, Professor T. F. Torrance (Church 
of Scotland) of Edinburgh University and Professor G. F. Wingren of the Church of 
Sweden, from Lund University. ; 


The secretary for Faith and Order, Dr. J. Robert Nelson, and the associate 
secretary in America, Dr. Floyd W. Tomkins, also took part in the meeting. 


PICTURE EXHIBIT 
IN SCOTT HALL 


A feature of the Assembly which will appeal! alike to official representatives 
and general visitors is the photo exhibit in the main lobby of Scott Hall. Here pic- 
tures assembled by John Taylor, from churches and church organizations around 
tte world, will tell the story of the ecumenical movement and of the many kinds of 
swwork which these churches carry on in the name of Christ. 


Mr. and Mrs. Taylor, working out of Geneva, London, New York and Evanston, 
have been busy for months preparing the exhibit. They have also set up a church 
poster exhibit in the lobby of McGaw Hall, showing some of the most interesting 
graphic work done by the churches in the past years. Both exhibits are free to the 
public. 


A "World Council picture book'' published by Westminster Press reproduces 
many of the pictures in the exhibit. 


The printing of this issue of The Ecumenical Press Service is a contribution of 
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HOLD PRE-EVANSTON MEETINGS 
AT UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 


Many preliminary meetings have been going on in the vicinity of 
Evanston and Chicago during the past week. 


At the University of Chicago, the Executive Committee and the 
Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, which have become 
such important entities during the past six years, have been holding 
their final official meetings before the Assembly, at which time their 
work in this specific context will have been completed. 


At the same time, the preparatory committees for the Assembly 
have held their final meetings and drafted the definitive versions of 
their introductory surveys and working papers for submission to the 
Assembly's six sections. 


Closing its working life after a period of six years, the World 
Council's Executive Committee of twelve heard special reports from 
Dr. W. A. Visser't Hooft, the World Council's General Secretary, 
and from Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, Director of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs and an associate General 
Secretary of the World Council. Dr. Visser't Hooft said that it 
was cause for special gratification that such a full and representa- 
tive assembly could now be held in the United States. He pointed 
out that the representation from Asia was a record in an ecumenical 
meeting, 53 participants being expected from India alone. Orthodox 
participation will also constitute a record; representation of the 
patriarchiates of Antioch and Alexandria now seemed assured. 


Dr. Nolde described the cooperation given to the World 
Council by the United States immigration authorities, he told of 
the arrival in Chicago of delegates from Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
en route to the Evanston Assembly: Dr. Victor Hajek ander. 27.15. 
Hromadka of the Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren; Bishop 
Emerich Varga of the Reformed Christian Church in Slovakia; 
Bishop Laszlo Dezsery and Bishop Lajos Veto of the Lutheran 
Church of Hungary; Bishop Albert Bereczky, Bishop John Peter 
and Dr. Laszlo Pap of the Reformed Church of Hungary. He said 
that General Bishop Jan Chabada and Dr. Jan Michalko were ex- 
pected to arrive shortly. 


Dr. Nolde said, ''While visas have been given with varying 
provisions, they are directed to the primary purpose of granting 
freedom of participation and expression in connection with the 
World Council Assembly. It is important to look at the admission 
of church leaders from Communist countries in relation to critical 
international problems. People must have an opportunity to speak 
directly with each other if conditions essential to peace with justice 
are to be achieved." 


Four of the World Council's presidents attended the Executive 
Meeting. They were Archbishop Athenagoras (Eastern Orthodox), 
Bishop Eivind Berggrav (Lutheran-Norway), Bishop G. Bromley 
Oxnam (Methodist-U.S.A.) and Pastor Marc Boegner (Reformed- 
France). The other president, the Archbishop of Canterbury, was 
attending closing meetings of the Anglican Congressin Minneapolis. 


Central Committee 


Meetings of the Central Committee of 90 members began on 
August 12. The committee includes internationally known leaders. 
Among them is Dr. Reinold von Thadden, an outstanding layman 
in the German post-war church, and organizer of the great series 
of Kirchentag rallies which have brought together hundreds of 
thousands of German Christians from East and West. Others in- 
clude Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin and Dr. John Mackay, Chair- 
man of the International Missionary Council and until recently 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


The Central committee approved final detailed arrangements 
for the Evanston Assembly and now hands over its recommendations 
to the incoming committee which will be elected at the Assembly. 


Preparatory Commissions 
vals 8 Si a ha tt a Ba i SE SLE A RE 


During the ten days before the opening of the August 15, all 
six preparatory commissions of the Assembly held special sessions. 
The first commission dealing with Faith and Order (''Our Unity in 
Christ and Our Disunity as Churches") met in Evanston. The other 
commissions were assembled in Chicago. Considerable discus sion 
took place in the International Affairs group concerning the form of 
a working paper to go forward to the assembly section. At the same 
time, a subcommittee dealing with new issues raised for the churches 
by the stock piling of hydrogen bombs was seriously divided between 
members advocating a ban on hydrogen weapons and others advocat- 
ing inspection and control of their manufacture and use. 


Members of the second preparatory commission on Evangelism 
included the Reverend D. T. Niles of Ceylon who is Chairman of the 
World's Student Christian Federation and a staff member of the world 
Council of Churches. Mr. Niles is secretary to the Assembly Com- 
mission and has just returned from a survey of the work of churches 
in Latin America. 


The subcommission on the Responsible Society, in following 
up statements made in 1948 at the Amsterdam Assembly of the World 
Council, received reports on special study in four main areas: (1) 
the structure of political life; (2) moral problems in economic life; 
(3) problems of the underdeveloped countries; (4) the challenge of 
communism. 


This commission is endeavouring to devise a ''more subtle 
approach" to social problems, which will avoid stark contrast 
between free enterprise and state planning and enable Christians 
to work for patterns that will give social justice without obliterating 
political liberties. It is stressing the problems and dangers of 
giving too great a power to the state over individual liberties 
and at the same time investigating the tendency of large blocs 
(pressure groups of employers and organized labor) to stand be- 
tween the individual and the state. 


In reaffirming the Amsterdam statements about the relations 
between Christians and communism, it is expected that the pre- 
paratory group will urge the Assembly to take advantage of the 
viewpoint and experience of Christians from Iron Curtain coun- 
tries who will be taking part in the Assembly. 


Members of the Responsible Society group include Dr. ey 
L. Patijn of Holland (permanent member of the Dutch Delegation 
to the United Nations General Assembly) and Mr. M. M. Thomas, 
who is working as an official of the Mar Thoma Church in the 
predominantly Communist Travancore area in India. 


This is one of eight special issues of Ecumenical Press Service which will 
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) NEW MEMBER CHURCHES Olga Nahlik 
ul THE WORLD COUNCIL 


I'wo new churches have been unanimously admitted to membership in the World Council of Churches, bringing the total mem- | 
PP to 163. Both of the new member churches are from South Africa. They are the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa of 4 
Cape Province, and the Bantu Presbyterian Church of South Africa, i 


The Dutch Reformed Church of the Cape Province has a membership of approximately 290,000. It is predominantly Afrikaans-_ 
hking, and is the largest Dutch Reformed Church body in the Cape Province. The church will now be represented in the Evan 
Assembly by Willem Adolf Landman. | 


bal Bantu Presbyterian Church of South Africa which made application for membership in August, 1953, is, by its ownde — 


iption, ‘‘a daughter of the United Free Church of Scotland (now the Church of Scotland) by which it was created an autonomous 
Ich and blessed by the mother church in July 1923”. 


! 
The Bantu Presbyterian Church is still helped in its mission work by the Church of Scotland and is unique in South Africa i ! 
ig the one church there in which European missionaries serve in an African church body. The church has a membership of le 
1 50,000 and has designated as its representative in the Assembly the Rev. Joash Y. Hliso. 


a 


Negotiations which led to the admission of these two churches were initiated by the governing bodies following the visit of jf 
A. Visser ’t Hooft, General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, to South Africa in 1952. 


MITTEE NAMED 
DRAFT MESSAGE 


Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of the Church of South India will head the committee commissioned to draft the Message to be 
ed by the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches to the member churches. Dr. Charles W. Ranson, General | 
retary of the International Missionary Council, will act as secretary. 


Other members of the message drafting group elected at the opening business session on Monday morning, Aug. 16, are Dr. 
Ihleen Bliss, member of the National Assembly of the Church of England; Professor Pierre Burgelin of the Faculty of Theolog 
‘trasbourg; Archimandrite James Coucouzes, of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople; Bishop Gottfried Noth of the 
heran Church of Saxony and Dr, Nathan Pusey, president of Harvard University. 


I 
Professor R. L. Calhoun of Yale University and Mr. M. M. Thomas, Youth Secretary of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of 
labar were named as consultants. 


ip addition to the Message Drafting Group, the following committees were elected: 


| Steering Committee of the Assembly: chairman, the Bishop of Chichester; vice-chairman, Dr, Franklin Clark Fry; secretary, 
| Robert S. Bilheimer; Bishop Eivind Berggrav; Dr. Marc Boegner; Archbishop Yngve Brilioth; the Archbishop of Centerbury; 

| Leslie Cooke; Professor Georges Florovsky; Sir Kenneth G. Grubb; Professor J. L. Kromadka; Bishop C.K. Jacob; Dr, Al- 
Inse Koechlin; Bishop J. Lilje; President John A. Mackay; Metropolitan Mar Juhanon; Bishop William C. Martin; Dr. J. Earl 
‘eland; Dr. Martin Niemoller; Bishop Lesslie Newbigin; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam; Metropolitan Panteleimon; Mr. Charles 
lin; Dr. E, A. Payne; Mrs. Leslie Swain; Mr. Charles Taft; the Archbishop of Thyateira; and Dr. Henry P,. Van Dusen. 


Credentials Committee: chairman, Dr. M. E. Aubrey; Professor H. S. Alivisatos; Bishop Ivan Lee Holt; Dr. Douglas Horton; 
| Bishop of Malmesbury; and Pastor D. W. Niesel. 


Nominations Committee: chairman, Dr. J. Earl Moreland; Professor Basil Ionnides; Bishop J. Lilje; Pastor Pierre Maury; 
Rajaiah D. Paul; Rev. R. David Say; and Mrs. Leslie Swain. 


Steering Committee of the Accredited Visitors Programme: Rev. George Appleton; Oberkirchenrat Dr. Beckmann; Dr. C. 


evie-Svendsen; Rev. Dr. J. L. Dunstan; Rev. Dr. Hivale; Rt. Rev. Stephen E. Keeler; Dr. Marjorie Reeves; Rev. H. J. F. 
sseldijk; Bishop Michael Yashiro; and Mr. Stephan Shostah. 


Nominations for all committees were presented to the Assembly by Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, vice-chairman of the World 
| ncil’s Central Committee, on behalf of the Committee and were elected by the Assembly. 
| 


| 7 he aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and 
| \about the Churches and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in 


t its news items and articles. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with credit acknowledgement. 


% | 
si snsoring organizations include: The World Council of Churches, The International Missionary Council, The 


Al Men’s Christian Associations, The World’s Young Women’s Christian Association. The 
id’s Student Christian Federation, The World Council of Christian Education, The United Bible Societies. : 


‘WE INTEND TO STAY TOGETHER’”: 
OXNAM AT OPENING WORSHIP SERVICE 


‘‘We intend to stay together” was the theme struck repeatedly by Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, one of the presidents 
of the World Council of Churches, as the Council’s Second Assembly officially opened with worship at the First Metho- 
dist Church of Evanston Sunday, Aug. 15. 


In a vigorous expression of the Christian social emphasis for which Bishop Oxnam emphasized the Christian obli- 
gation to bring the Christian Gospel into everyday life. ‘‘I never liked the terms, ‘the individual gospel’ and ‘the social 
gospel’,’’ he declared, however. ‘‘There is one Gospel, a whole Gospel, with its message of redemption for the indi- 
yidual and for society .. . Christian leaders are determined to work together for justice. We intend to stay together!”’ 


He declared that Christians must make it plain that this demand for justice does not come from Karl Marx but from 
Jesus Christ and the Hebrew prophets. ‘‘We dare not identify the Gospel of Jesus with any historically conditioned 
political, social or economic system,’’ he warned. The bishop asserted that ‘‘little dictators’? who ignore God are 
doomed. ‘‘Jesus Christ is to become the Ruler of the kings of the earth... In this faith, we intend to stay together.” 


WORLD COUNCIL CALLED SERVANT 
RATHER THAN AN ORGANIZATION 


Speaking at the plenary session on Monday morning, August 16, Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft made it clear that in the 
minds of the Central Committee and the staff the World Council is ‘San instrument at the service of the churches.’’ The 
World Council, said the General Secretary, ‘‘is essentially an instrument at the service of the churches to assist them 
in their common task to manifest the true nature of the Church. It is an instrument and must therefore never be consid- 
ered as an aim in itself.”’ 


‘‘The important thing,’’ he said, ‘‘is not the World Council as an organization. The World Council is not the World 
Church,’’ he continued emphatically. ‘‘It is completely erroneous to suggest that the World Council is or has any am- 
bition to become a super-church.”’ 


As an instrument of God for the more complete fulfillment of God’s mission in the world, the World Council has, he 
added, achieved a remarkable cooperative world witness. This is graphically illustrated in the service to refugees; 
the work of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, a joint program of the World Council and the 
International Missionary Council; the Ecumenical Institute. 


There is no question that the Council is committeed to the cause of church unity, said Dr. Visser 't Hooft. ‘‘The 
Council cannot and must not negotiate unions between the churches .. . but the Council can and must work to create 
a Situation in which there is so much in common between the churches, that there is no adequate reason for them to 
remain separate from each other.’’ ‘‘It is conceivable,” he said, ‘‘that in the present world situation, the outcome of 
the present assembly will be a temporary triumph of the extraneous, non-theological or rather non-church forces. But 
it is also conceivable that the Assembly will become an impressive demonstration of the power of the Spirit which 
gathers the children of God together.” 


WELCOME BOOK PRESENTED 
TO YOUTH DEPARTMENT 


A Welcome Book containing more than 3,500 signatures of American and Canadian young people was presented to 
the Youth Department of the World Council of Churches at a ceremony during the pre-assembly conference at Lake 
Forest, Ill., of youth consultants and stewards for the Second Assembly of the WCC. 


The signatures were those of church young people who had each contributed $1 toward the travel expenses of over- 
seas youth consultants and stewards to the Assembly, held at Evanston, Ill., Aug. 15-31. 


The Welcome Book was sponsored by the United Christian Youth Movement, agency of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA. 


Roderick French of LaGrande, Ore., national chairman of the UCYM, presented the Welcome Book to Philip Potter, 
of Haiti, BWI, chairman of the WCC Youth Department. 


The 100 youth consultants for the Assembly come from 39 countries. Of the 50 stewards, half are American, the 
rest from other lands. 


INTERDENOMINATIONAL MISSIONARY EDUCATION 
FEATURED IN I.M.C. EXHIBIT 


An exhibit of missionary educational materials relating to the World Mission of the Church, sponsored by the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, is to be found on the main floor of Garrett Biblical Institute, near the Book Store. This 
exhibit, consisting of books and maps, has been arranged for the I.M.C. by the Joint Commission on Missionary Educa- 
tion of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. A staff of consultants, headed by Dr. Franklin D. 
Cogswell of the J.C.M.E., are on hand to explain and interpret the use of this literature for adults, youth, and children, 
as it relates to the missionary education program of the local church. 


CHLINK AND CALHOUN 
XPOUND ‘‘CHRISTIAN HOPE”? 


Two outstanding theologians presented the opening statements on the main theme of the Assembly on Sunday after 
oon, August 15. 


The first of these was Dr. Edmund Schlink of Germany. 


“‘Whenever we ask about the future of the world, we come immediately and unavoidably in the New Testament to the 
nnouncement of the end of the world,’”? said Dr. Schlink. ‘Wherever the coming of Christ is spoken of as the Hope of 
ne world, the end of the world is always spoken of, too.”’ 


‘‘Asainst this proclamation of its end, the world defends itself by means of its own hopes. Even among Christians, 
1any have grown deaf to the proclamation of the world’s end. . . Yet, it is clear that today people are afraid that human- 


ty is doomed... 


“There is an essential difference,’? says Professor Schlink, ‘between the fears of modern men and the New Testa- 
nent proclamation of the end of the world. Today we are afraid of men who may misuse the power entrusted to them and 
inleash horrible destruction upon the world... But in the New Testament the calamities of the last days are not merely 
uman misdoings nor are they the consequence of human frailty. They are rather the activity of God himself... ‘“‘If in 
ur thinking about this subject, we place the emphasis on the preservation of this threatened world, then we shall miss 
he point of our Assembly theme completely.” 


In clarifying the biblical concept of hope, Dr. Schlink pointed out that it is not essential for us to see what we call 
‘sesults’?, The whole point of Christian hope is that we live and act in faith. ‘‘Christian hope is based in Jesus Christ 
alone. . . For that reason, Christian hope always looks for the best from God and is tireless in its struggle against the 


powers of darkness.” 


Dr. Robert L. Calhoun, of Yale, said: 


Eschatology is the doctrine concerned with the limits or boundaries of our living, in time and existence, toward which at 


every moment our whole lives tend... 


it Eschatology is all too easily misinterpreted by omitting or underemphasizing essential aspects of its meaning. 


‘'The Kingdom of God is of all present realities the most real, ... the steady swell of sustaining power and the in- 
cessant denial of rest here, that gives meaning to our life on earth.’? Hope thus conceived, he said, is a dynamic doctrine 
in that “it sees the end that is yet-to-be as already at work giving direction and meaning to what now iS st 


Professor Calhoun explained that the details of our theology are culturally conditioned, and that the North American 
perspective has often been called ‘“‘American activism,’’ a misleading phrase, for ‘activism’? has been a major factor in 
Christian life from the beginning, hada large place in the Reformation, and is strong today wherever Christians take 
responsible parts in public life. However, the physical and environmental conditions of North American life have resulted 
in a greater emphasis upon Christian ethics than upon eschatology. 


The emphasis upon the Christian hope as expressed in concrete human relationships has limitations, he said. “First, 
there is always the tendency for moral earnestness to stiffen into dogmatic moralism... Second, there is the supposition 
that the Kingdom will be fully realized within earthly history.’? In a world with all of its sin, with all of its conditioned 
concepts of eschatology “the word of hope... must still be the gospel on which the martyr bishop (Ignatius) of Antioch 
staked his life; that the God of Hosts is with us, that in Jesus Christ he has come to share our lot and break the tyranny 


of death... ’”’ 


F, TOMKINS HONORED 
ON RETIREMENT 


Dr. Floyd W. Tomkins was honored by members of the Commission on Faith and Order at the Commission’s meeting in 
Evanston on August 14. After 23 years of service at the commission’s associate secretary for America, Dr. Tomkins has 
submitted his resignation. As an appropriate tribute, a leather-bound volume of personal letters of appreciation written 
by many leaders of the ecumenical movement was presented by Archbishop Yngve Brilioth of Sweden, chairman of the 
commission. In his presentation address, the archbishop told of the valued work performed by Dr. Tomkins in the interests 
of Christian unity. Seventy members of the commission then stood and applauded the retiring secretary. Dr. Tomkins will 
continue as rector of the Episcopal Church in Washington, Conn., where he has been carrying on his Faith and Order work. 


Heim. se gehiek aisle paki wa RA) Rk 


The Chicago Midwest Area Assembly Arrangements Committee operating under a budget of $60,000 which it has raised 
itself, has been responsible for the promotion and financing of Soldier Field worship service; has underwritten the cost of 
the Art Institute Exhibit; has done the work of scheduling Assembly members to preach on August 29; and carried on an 
extensive program of public relations and interpretation for the Assembly in the greater Chicago and midwest area. 
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PRESENTS REPORT 
OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


The Bishop of Chichester, G.K.A. Bell, Chairman of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches for 
the last six years, briefly reported on the committee’s work during that time, at the Assembly session on Monday 
morning, August 16. 

‘Even in that short space?” he said, ‘‘the world situation has deteriorated. There has been an increasing strain 
in the relations of nations in East and West, inevitably affecting the position of the churches. The claims of the 
totalitarian state have in no way abated. The race conflict has grown sharper. To the still unsolved problems of the 
refugees and the displaced persons, the problems of the hydrogen bomb and many more have been added. The sense 
of the desperate hunger of the peoples of Asia for food, clothing and shelter and for a well-ordered political life and 
true community, is more wide-spread. Thus, the need for a World Council of Churches to strengthen the churches’ 
fellowship and to extend their witness to Christ is as great as ever - indeed greater.” 


The Central Committee is the responsible administrative group in the World Council. It is composed of 90 dele- 
gates chosen by the Assembly and the presidents. Its members come from various nations, races and denominations. 
The Committee has met yearly in places as far apart as England, Switzerland, India, Canada and the United States. 
The Executive Committee of the Central Committee has met 12 times in addition. 


The staff of the World Council, headed by Dr. W. A. Visser ’ Hooft, executes the policy and program as defined 
by the Assembly through its Central Committee and its Executive Committee. 


Dr. Bell suggested that some of the most rewarding features of the work of the Central Committee were the response 
of the committee and staff to the conditions of the times and needs of the churches in terms of what he called “Main 
Themes.’? In 1949 the theme ‘‘Contemporary Issues of Religious Liberty’? was developed in reference to the conditions 
in certain countries in eastern Europe. After vigorous debate came the clear statement, ‘‘The totalitarian doctrine is 
a false doctrine. It teaches that in order to gain a social or political end everything is permitted. It maintaias the 
complete self-sufficiency of man. It sets political power in the place of God. It denies the existence of absolute 
moral standards. It moulds the minds of the young in a pattern opposed to the message of the Gospel. It sanctions 
the use of all manner of means to overthrow all other views and ways of life.” 


The following year the discussion centered on ‘Dominant Religions and Religious Liberty” and ‘‘The Nature and 
Theme of the Second Assembly.’’ In 1950 when public interest was focused on the Korea situation the discussion 
centered on ‘‘The Role of the World Council in Times of Tension’’. 


As the work continued, it became clear that it was impossible to separate the ecumenical task from the mission of 
the Church -- that the Church is not the Church if separated from its mission. A new theme emerged: “The Calling 
of the Church to Mission and Unity.”’ 


In closing the Bishop stated, ‘‘I have been intimately concerned with the Ecumenical Movement for 35 years. I do 
not hesitate to say that the partnership of members of many churches on the outgoing Central Committee has involved 
an even more precious spiritual experience and carries a deeper significance for Christendom. What has engraved 
itself so clearly on my mind in the six years has been the steady growth of mutual trust, and deep understanding, as 
well as a greater sense of urgency. In subjects which ordinarily afford ample ground for controversy, whether polit- 
ical or theological, complete freedom, frankness and charity have prevailed. There has been no thought, even in the 
most difficult matters, of one bloc lining up against another bloc; but always the sense of being an instrument of a 
World Council of Churches, not of a Council of the West or of the East, or of the North or of the South, and of a com- 
mon desire to know the mind of Christ and to follow its leading to the best of our ability in all our relationships. It 
has been a very great privilege to be the Chairman of such a brotherhood of Christians.’’ 
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Television interviews with the General Secretary and the Presidents of the World Council have been pre-recorded 
and will be televised in the Chicago area and on wider national networks before the Assembly opens. Christian 
leaders from many parts of the world also participated in televised panel discussions during the Chicago Summer 
Ecumenical Institute in the fortnight before the Assembly. 


Northwestern University, where the Assembly is being held, is an institution of world-wide influence, with 70,000 
living alumni. Its thirteen schools are located on two campuses with land and buildings valued at $33,000,000, Some 
8,000 full-time students are enrolled on the Evanston Campus, and an additional 1,700 in the professional schools on 
the Chicago Campus. Through the years, Northwestern has given educational training to more than 200,000 young 
people, made many significant contributions to knowledge through research, and benefited thousands through its 
clinics and other agencies of public service. 


ECUMENICAL HISTORY 
AT DEERING LIBRARY 


A special ecumenical exhibit has been set up in Deering Library by Joseph Komibar, chief of the division of refer 
ence and special services of the library. The exhibit tells the story which has worked for the strengthening of Chris- 
tian unity during the whole Christian era, beginning with the council of Jerusalem in A.D. 49 and bringing the story up 
to Evanston in 1954. The story is dramatically told with pictures, photos, maps and manuscripts. The story of recent 
years follows in general the outlines of A History of the Ecumenical Movement 1517-1948, by Miss Ruth Rouse and 
Bishop Stephen Neill, a definitive volume on the ecumenical movement which has recently been published in this 
country by Westminster Press and in England by the SPCK. The well-captioned display fills a dozen display cases 
in the library foyer and gives both delegates and casual visitors as comprehensive and over-all an introduction to the 
ecumenical movement as could be desired. 


PRESS, RADIO, T-V PROVIDE 
EXCELLENT ASSEMBLY COVERAGE 


One of the largest press corps ever to cover a conference is at work dispatching news of the Second Assembly. 


Representatives of the world’s major news agencies are flashing reports around the world, and near at hand the 
Chicago dailies have devoted their major headlines to the Assembly during the opening days. 


Including the council press staff, an estimated 530 representatives have been accredited to cover for press, radio 
and television. Among these are about 150 writers for religious publications. More than 400 attended a Saturday 
dinner before the opening to receive a briefing from council leaders. 


The Chicago Tribune declared that the Festival of Faith, which drew an estimated 125,000, probably was the most 
universal assemblage of the followers of Christ in history.’’ 


Pre-Assembly preparation included the provision of ‘six tons of paper, 375 pounds of mimeograph paper, 3,000 
stencils, 95,000 meals for participants, International Business Machine interpretation equipment as used in the 
United Nations, 25 motor cars for the use of Assembly officials, installation of television sets for use by press and 
broadcasting representatives, and installation of a catillon in the tower of one of the Evanston churches. 


* * * * * * * 


The streets of Evanston have been especially decorated with bunting and World Council badges. Stores have 
devised commemorative window displays. 


An international group of 75 stewards (called ushers in previous ecumenical conferences) and an American 
group of 50 aides have volunteered to serve the Assembly. These are all out-standing church young people, many 
of them theological students. They have beeh gathered primarily to assist in the administration of the Assembly, 
doing all manner of work from the distribution of documents and the sorting and distribution of mail, to the 
arrangement of chairs in the meeting rooms and the running of errands for Assembly officers. 


hE OL 


A film of the Assembly is in preparation and will be made available internationally as soon as possible by the 
Reverand James Kennedy, the Chairman of the Committee on Films, Radio and Television 
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HAMMARSKJOLD CALLS CHURCHES: yes 
TO ROLE IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS ; iy 


The churches may be a decisive force for good. international affairs and in national political life, without assum- 
ing a political role or trying directly to influence political decisions. They may do this without assuming a political i} 
role or trying directly to influence political decisions, if they will speak out for justice, truth and trust in public 4 
affairs. 


This was the message brought to the plenary session of the World Council Assembly on Friday evening, August 20, 
by Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary-general of the United Nations. He told the assembled churchmen that “in spite of all i 
differences in character and responsibility, the churches and the United Nations have an aim in common and a field of 
action where they work side by side.”’ ty 


‘““The Churches’’, he said, ‘‘are guardians of and spokesmen for the deepest beliefs and the loftiest dreams of man. i 
The United Nations, on the other hand, is an organization for continuous diplomatic negotiation concerning concrete | 
political issues, providing also for international administrative action in the economic and social fields.” 


“‘In broad terms, he continued, our time is characterized by two predominant trends, one in the direction of social it 
and ecoriomic equality within the nations, the other one in the direction of equal rights and opportunities for all nations. Hy 
I feel that we should welcome both trends as reflecting an urge for a world of greater justice - such justice as is nec- 
essary for lasting peace. But we should also recognize that, if no means are provided for an orderly development, 
these trends may lead to cataclysms like those which we have seen in the recent past. 


In an effort to meet the demands, which these trends make us face, we must approach our task from two angles. : 
There is, first of all, in the international field, a need for practical action, helping under-developed countries to | 
achieve such economic progress as would give them their proper share in the wealth of the world, and there is a need 5 
for political arrangements, providing a frame-work for a development in peace towards independence and self determin- 
ation for peoples now experiencing a revival of national pride and achieving political maturity. But, on the other hand, 
there is also a need for inspiration, for the creation, for the creation of a spirit among the leaders of the peoples which 
helps them to use the forces which they have to master, for peace and not for war, for evolution and not for revolution. 


As a fruit of the developments which we thus find below the surface of world events, but also, in part, as an ideo- 
logical inspiration behind those very developments, we meet basically different attitudes to the evolution of society 
and of the world community. Such differences are only too wide and too obvious even among those who share the same 
fundamental faith in the dignity and worth of man. Let us not overlook the ideological tensions, but, on the other hand, 
Jet us not exaggerate their significance. Especially, let us not get caught in the belief that divisions of our world be- 
tween the righteous and the wrongdoers, between idealism and materialism, between freedom and slavery, coincide 
with national boundaries. The righteous are to be found everywhere as are the wrongdoers. Those whose only ideal 
is material well-being meet us in every country - as those whose ideal is selfless service. 


‘©A war to be fought in in the hearts of men can be waged by those speaking directly to men. It is here that I see 
the great, the overwhelming task of the Churches and of all men of good will of every creed in the work for peace. 
Their vital contribution to this work is to fight for an ever wider recognition of their own ideals of justice and truth... 


For the Christian faith ‘‘the Cross is that place at the centre of the world’s history ... where all men and all 
nations without exception stand revealed as enemies of God... and yet where all men stand revealed as beloved of 
God, precious in God’s sight.’ (I quote from the Report on the Main Theme of this Assembly.) So understood, the 

Cross, although it is the unique fact on which the Christian Churches base their hope, should not separate those of 
Christian faith from others but should instead be that element in their lives which enables them to stretch out their 
hands to peoples of other creeds in the feeling of universal brotherhood which we hope one day to see reflected in a 
world of nations truly united. 


— 


of Churches, The International Missionary Council, The ae 
ciations, The World’s Young Women’s Christian Association. Thesis 
d Council of Christian Education, The United Bible Societies. 
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PRESIDENT CALLS 
FOR ‘‘ACT OF FAITH” 


Let the Church speak to the world today as the prophets of old spoke to their world, and the world will listen, 
President David Dwight Eisenhower told a throng of 18,000 churchmen gathered in Deering meadow on Northwestern 
Campus, on Thursday afternoon, August 19, The occasion was a special convocation of the University in connection 
with the World Council Assembly. The outdoor ceremony held in the sunlit ‘‘meadow’’ was made colorful by a dignified 
academic processional led by the World Council presidents. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury welcomed the President on behalf of the World Council. Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam 
pronounced the invocation, and Bishop Eivind Berggrav of Norway gave the benediction. 


After the president had spoken, a Doctor of Laws degree was conferred upon him by Dr. J. Roscoe Miller, President 
of Northwestern University. 


In his speech, the President identified himself as ‘not only this nation’s Chief Executive whose days are largely 
devoted to the efforts of the Government to secure peace’’, but as a ‘‘single member of one of the constituent bodies 
of this Council of Churches’’, 


“But,” he added, ‘‘I must speak also, inescapably, as one who has seen at first hand the almost miraculous battle- 
field achievements of men bound together by mighty devotion to a worthy cause. 


‘“A thousand experiences have convinced me beyond room for doubt that common and fervent dedication to a noble 
purpose multiplies the strength of the individuals and the body, and brings within the scope of their capabilities almost 
any conceivable objective. 


“Today, now the campaign for a just and lasting peace desperately needs the lifting and transforming power that 
comes from men and women, the world over, responding to their highest allegiances and to their best motives. 


Now, how can we help strike this spark of dedication in receptive hearts around the earth? 
I believe that you, members of this convocation, spiritual leaders of a great world organization, together with your 


brethren of other faiths, can lead the way. The goal ‘should be nothing short of inviting every single person in every 
single country in the world who believes in the power of a Supreme Being to join in a mighty, simultaneous, intense 


act of faith.’’ 


n 
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The President suggested that this act of faith might take the form of a personal prayer by ‘‘hundreds upon hundreds 
of millions -- delivered simultaneously and fervently for the devotion, wisdom and stamina to work unceasingly for a 
just and lasting peace.’’ 


“If this mass dedication launched an unending campaign for peace, supported consequently by prayer, I am certain,” 
said the President, ‘‘wondrous results would ensue.’’ 


“First, and at the very least, there would be a reminder to each of us that the cause of peace needs God. We would 
come to know also that responsibility for peace or conflict rests in some degree with each of us. 


Each would be heartened and strengthened by the certainty of close comradeships in faith and purpose. Thus, there 
would be set in motion a great and growing force that could unify men in peace as a common peril unifies them in war. 


There would be initiated unceasing and universal study of the principal factors in the global problems that seem to 
impede progress toward peace. There would be generated a support for honest and devoted world leaders that would in- 
spire them to plumb new depths of knowledge and understanding, and seek new paths toward conciliation. 


There would spring forth and be carried out new projects for defeating the despair and suffering and hopelessness in 
which millions now live. And the destruction of the conditions that shrivel the soul and starve the body would add new 
millions to the soldiers of the faith, the faith that the children of God can live if they so will, in the climate and the 
relationships that mean justice and decency and peace for all. ’’ 
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AFRICA AND ASIA ASK 


_ SEARCHING QUESTIONS 


The Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches was for the first time brought to its feet in great ovations 
as Dr. Charles Malik, Lebanese delegate to the U. N., Ambassador to the United States, and member of the World 
Council’s Commission on International Affairs, and Rev. P. K. Dagadu, General Secretary of the Christian Council of 
the Gold Coast, addressed the Plenary Session on the subject ‘‘Asia and Africa Ask Searching Questions.” 


Referring to the traditional European and American stereotype of Africa as a ‘‘dark continent’? Mr. Dagadu said, 
“Africa today is no more a continent of dark mystery, peopled by primitive folk little known and less understood. . 
The railway, the airplane the automobile, the telegraph, the radio, have brought remote districts of Africa in touch 
with life elsewhere. The agricultural, educational, political, economic, industrial, military and religious elements of 
western civilization have poured as in a floodtide upon Africans. Under the impact of these forces the external and 
spiritual features of African life have already been profoundly changed. The reaction in Africa to certain aspects 
of this contact with the West has been one of gratitude and appreciation, especially for the scientific appliances, the 
spread of education, and above all for the light of Christianity, which is relieving people of superstition, fear of the 
unknown and many other things which in the past have cast a dark shadow on the continent.” 


Some of the questions Africans are asking today are: (1) Since the Africans have enriched the world by their 
labor, is the rest of the world going to understand them and treat them as equal partners? (2) With the development 
of science, and weapons for mass killing in the West, ‘tare these material things we see in western civilization for 
the good of mankind or for human destruction?’”’ and are Africans to be constituted as equals in international discus- 
sions which determine their own destiny? (3) Are the people of Africa going to have full freedom in the arrangement 
of their own affairs? (4) Are the practises of the western nations in regard to the exploitation of African resources 
going to be brought into line with Christian social ethics? (5) Can the divisions in western Christendom be healed 
as an example of the unity of Christ and the brotherhood of man? 


Mr. Dagadu concluded by calling attention to ‘a process of change which belongs to God alone - the process of 
changing bad men and bad women into good men and good women. It is called the miracle of conversion, and the 
only institution in the world which has evidence of this miracle is the Church... The hope for Africa is with men 
and women of the West and of Africa who are living witnesses of this miracle.” 


Dr. Malik at the beginning of his speech made it clear that he would deal with the subject of Asia and Africa 
from the point of view of a Christian and that he would ‘“‘consider:the problems of Asia and Africa especially in re- 
lation to the Christian Church... It is permitted to each one of us,’’ he said, ‘Whatever might be his vocation in 
life, to ascend to the hill of the Cross and to view the world from there. And if there is anything more refreshing, 
more exhilarating, more releasing, more humbling, more new and creative, than what we see in the blazing light of 
the Cross... 1 confess I do not know it... .. 


‘¢Asia and Africa are rising,’’ said Dr. Malik. “They desire the full enjoyment of their natural rights ... The 
Church can and should rejoice in this phenomenon. How much the East owes its rise to the direct and indirect 
activity of the Church, both to the faithful witness of whatever remained of the Church in the East and to the dynamic 
witness of the western Church and its manifold missionary impact, is a tale still to be told in all its pathos and 


7 depth. .. The challenge of Asia and Africa, so far as their present fundamental revolution is concerned is for the 


Christian conscience, in all sympathy and love, to understand and be concerned about their political, economic, 
social and spiritual needs.”’ 


The duty of the Christian in all the problems of social change, development of self-determination, control of 
nation’s own resources by its own people, and relations to the outside world, is clear, he said. He is to identify 
himself with the cause of truth and justice; and he sees and understands these things, leaving the issue to God. 


Speaking of the development of social and political structure in Asia and Africa, Dr. Malik said that ‘‘the im- 
portant thing is not uniformity of culture but the growth of an international and intercultural order wherein every 
people and every culture will freely develop its own genius as much as possible and as best it can, subject 
obviously only to four conditions: 


(a) that no culture or nation encroach upon another; 
(b) that therefore they all voluntarily enter into some universal juridical order; 
(c) that there be free interchange of ideas and goods among them; and 


(d) that the enjoyment of a certain indispensable minimum of fundamental human rights be guaranteed within each 
of them. 


Dr. Malik very forcefully pointed out that the intellectual and syiritual problems of Asia and Africa are far 
more important than the political, social and economic problems. The really significant question is what is hap- 
pening to the mind and soul of Asia and Africa. 


\FRICA AND ASIA (Continued) 


‘‘The greatest fallacy of the present age,’’ he pointed out,is that the mind, the spirit, the soul of man, the fundamental 
t of his will, is derivative from, subordinate to, a function of, his economic and social existence.”’ 


In line with the importance of the soul and mind of Asia and Africa, Dr. Malik stressed the importance of liberal educa- 
ion, and made a plea for a new understanding of liberal education by American universities to which thousands of students 
ome. ‘‘They go back proficient in this or that technique, but with hardly any knowledge of the deepest things the Western 
orld really has to offer, and with even less critical appreciation of the deepest values of their own culture.” 


A positive message of hope is needed,” he said, ‘‘in Asia and Africa, Communism can never be opposed in Asia and 
frica by a mere negation. The cultural and racial continuities between the Communist world and Asia and Africa, and the 
tural and racial discontinuities between Asia and Africa and the Christian world, these two things are too great and too 
utually reinforcing, for Communism to be swept back only by negation. At the present rate of spiritual impotence, with the 
tective covering of the hydrogen bomb, it is only a matter of time before the whole of Asia and Africa, and maybe even 
urope, will be engulfed by Communism. 


‘‘What is desperately needed, besides the highest political wisdom, is a ringing positive message, one of reality, of | 
th, and of hope. Communism exposes the inadequacy, if not indeed the bankruptcy, of the Western-imperialistic and the 
mug-Christian approach of the past. Something infinitely more humble, more profound, more positively outreaching, some- | 
hing touching the hearts of men, touching their need for fellowship and understanding and love, for being included and being 
rusted, something providing them with real hope, hope for themselves and their children, hope in this life as well as in the 
ext, something of this order is needed. This Something is Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord.” : 

: 
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y, C. C. RADIO-TV SERVICES 
‘EACH AROUND THE WORLD 


Throughout the world the inspiring message of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches is being brought 
0 the people through radio and television. Daily shipments of tape-recordings and film go from the Radio-TV center located 
n the Speech Annex of Northwestern University. 


This operation is in charge of Rev. James W. Kennedy with the assistance of Rev. Clayton T. Griswold in charge of | 

coordination and strategy; Mr. Ben Wilbur (network radio); Mr. Arthur Austin (TV news); Miss Judith E. Waller (local broad- 

sting); Rev. Harry E. Spencer (films); Professor Donley F. Feddersen (broadcasting facilities) and Rev. W. Burton Martin 
erseas), 


Besides the dozen or more newsmen from United States network and local stations, there are on hand at least 16 repre- 
sentatives of half-a-dozen major international broadcasting services, including the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, the 
Sritish Broadcasting Corporation, the Far East Broadcasting Company and the Voice of America. 


' 


Some interviews, speeches and news dispatches are transmitted directly from the studios on the Northwestern University 
ampus to New York, Toronto and London. Programs for Norway, Holland, Germany, Japan, the Phillipines and other foreign 
ountries are tape-recorded and sent to their destinations by air mail. 


In addition, the World Council of Churches’ own radio and television staff of more than twenty persons is busy helping to 
ovide tape recordings and films for use by radio and television stations both here and abroad. This service is especially _ 
signed for small countries like Finland, Switzerland and Ethiopia, whose broadcasters could not afford to send newsmen 
1 the way to Evanston. | 


One country has reported activities as follows: 


) 
| 

} ‘“‘The Canadian Broadcasting Corporation is making sure that its radio and television audiences are kept well-informed 
bout events at the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


‘‘Three CBC representatives have been assigned to Evanston to cover the full 16 days of the Assembly. Their on-the- 
spot radio reports are being carried over the Trans-Canada network on Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings on two sep- 
rate programs,and their films are being sent by air-mail for use as soon as possible on television broadcasts. A series of 
ive half-hour panel discussions among representative delegates at the Assembly is planned. “Further coverage is being 
#ovided by the Rev. W. J. Gallagher, Secretary of the Canadian Council of Churches, Broadcasting direct from Evanston, he 
s using his regular Saturday program, “World Church News” (Trans-Canada, 1:30 - 1:45 P.M., EDT), as an opportunity to 
resent 15-minute reports on the most significant Assembly actions of the week.” 


* * * * * * KX X 


Two hundred and thirty delegates, staff members, and visitors to the World Council Assembly, all alumni and friends of 
Jnion Theological Seminary in New York, attended a luncheon Friday in the First Presbyterian Church. Speakers included 
>rofessor John M. Baillie of the University of Edinburgh, Metropolitan Alexander Mar Theophilus of the Mar Thoma Church 
f India, and Dr. Samuel] McCrea Cavert, World Council Executive secretary in New York. Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen, president 


f the seminary, presided. 
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CANON WEDEL AND D.T. NILES 5 
DEFINE EVANGELISM PROBLEMS 


With Bishop C. K. Jacob of the Church of South India presiding, Canon Theodore 0. Wedel and Rev. Daniel T. Niles 
spoke to the Report of the Secretariat on Evangelism at the Plenary Session of the Second Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches Monday night. 


‘‘The Church is an evangelizing army on the march, and a haven of rest only between campaigns when it returns to 
home base to renew its strength and to receive fresh orders,’? said Canon Wedel. ‘‘We have no right to our Sabbath ease 
and our promised land before the Gospel will have been preached throughout the world.” 


‘To pay lip service to the cause of evangelism is easy,” he said. “To be generous with an occasional gift on a 
missionary Sunday or to support with contributions and attendance an evangelistic mass meeting is also not too costing. 
But if evangelism means to us no more than this... it were better if the subject were dropped from the Assembly’s 
agenda.” 


Canon Wedel listed some of the problems of evangelism as: (1) ‘‘Do we really want to carry the Gospel out into the 
world?’? (2) ‘‘Have we the power to evanglize?”’ (3) Does the Church, as a group of people, corporately, bear witness 
to the redeeming power of God? Canon Wedel found the church largely ineffective at this point of its witness. 


Dr. D. T. Niles defined evangelism as the work of the Christian community, ‘‘by all-that it does and says and is, 
(bringing) to bear the truths of the Gospel on the torments of the world. It means that thus the pressure of the Gospel 
upon the world is maintained, so that the solutions to every human problem -- whether it be the problem of war-torn Korea 
or the problem of a widowed mother who does not have the wherewithal to feed her children -- may be worked out under 
that pressure by those whose responsibility it is to work them out.” 


Mr. Niles said that ‘“‘The Church’s attempt to escape from its evangelistic responsibility to the world is again and 
again the result of seeking to dodge the issue of the Cross, and when that happens the Church ceases to understand the 
true dimension of the hope that is in Christ. Only a Church that is truly evangelistic knows or can speak about the 
Christian hope, nor is it possible to believe in the Gospel except as one shares in its operation in the world.’’ 


Describing the lack of results in evangelistic work, he declared that the primary cause for failure is a lack of expec- 
tant love. We get concerned about evangelism as evangelism rather than about people as people, he said, True evangek 
ism is never a duty nor a program. ‘The shepherd looking for his lost sheep is not fulfilling a duty. A mother praying 
for her erring child is not meeting an obligation. A church declaring God’s judgments to the people is not just obeying a 
call. A friend sharing his friendship with Jesus is not simply discharging a responsibility.” 


In the absence of Dr. Hans Hoekendijk, unable to be at Evanston to make the report because of illness, the report for 
the Secretariat for Evangelism was made by Dr. Niles, who explained that his statement was not a report, but a brief sum- 
mary of ‘‘the kind of questions which the Evangelism Secretariat finds itself asking and being asked, and the kind of ways 
in which the secretariat is trying to help in finding the answers.’’ The official report of the Secretariat is printed in the 
“Assembly Work Book” and the ‘‘First Six Years.” 


After paying tribute to the work of Bishop Stephen Neill, Dr. Elmer Homrighausen, Dr. Hans Hoekendijk and Dr. Ralph 
Hyslop, Dr. Niles defined the function of the Evangelism Secretariat of the World Council of Churches: ‘‘.. the main 
concern of this secretariat,’’ he said, ‘‘is to keep the churches reminded of their double duty to the gospel - their duty to 
be true to it and their duty to commend it. This means, on the one hand, a continuing study about the nature of evangek 
ism as a determinant function of the Church; and, on the other hand, it means a continuing study of the methods of evangel- 
ism and their success.” In pursuit of these objectives the secretariat has stimulated the Church toward a clarification of 
the theology of evangelism, and it has encouraged a new appraisal of the methods of evangelism. 


In addition there are three major questions to which the Secretariat has devoted its attention: 
(1) the fact that in many parts of the world the Christian community is not communicating with its non-Christian 
neighbors, and is not distinguished from its non-Christian ethical and religious environment. 


(2) the fact that the Church is out of touch with some of the main groupings of the people of the world such as indus 
trial workers in Western society and Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim intellectuals in Eastern society. 

(3) the fact of the loneliness of the persons engaged in evangelism on the frontiers of unoccupied areas of human life 
and interest. 
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id 
IRRAMATIC PRESENTATION 
F INTERCHURCH AID 


_ The drama of the World Council’s service to people in distress was presented through a page on Sunday night Aug. 22, 
) an audience of approximately 9,000 delegates and visitors at McGaw Hall. Well known Christian leaders from areas of 
trategic need were spotlighted into the grey costumed verse choirs for direct statements from Korea, Hongkong and Europe. 
) 

_ Bishop Dibelius made a strong plea for continued help for the 15 million protestants in East Germany in their contin- 
ous struggle for survival, and for the 10 million refugees in West Germany. 


q Pastor Myung made it clear that suffering is not ended in Korea. ‘‘We cannot settle down to recover from our wounds 
ause there is no final peace in East Asia,’ he said. ‘North Korea is devastated and South Korea is overflooded with 
verty stricken refugees. But there is hope in Korea because the Christians in Korea are also a part of the World 
hristian Community which speaks of its hope at Evanston.” 


Dr. Edgar Chandler illustrated the plight of refugees in 43 countries around the world by telling the stories of three 

ilies aided by the World Council in Hongkong, Trieste and Jordan. During the last six years, he said, more than half 
e refugees in West Germany have found employment and thousands of aged and homeless are being cared for in special 
s. The World Council has helped to resettle 100,000 refugees in the United States, 34,500 in Canada and Australia, 


countless others in other places. 


_ Dr. Marc Boegner, President of the Protestant Federation of France, pointed out that ‘‘Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
ig has become for us a permanent obligation, not only because we are moved by the suffering of our fellows, but 
ecause it is a true expression of our unity in Christ.”’ 

v 

_ The pageant, entitled, ‘‘By the Waters of Babylon,’’ was written, produced and directed by Miss Janet Lacey, who 
ured from an early theatrical career to church social work and is now executive secretary of the Department of Inter- 
Shurch Aid and Refugee Service of the British Council of Churches. Everett Mitchell was the narrator. Actors and 
chnicians were drawn from church dramatic groups and the Northwestern University School of Speech. 


— COMMITTEE 
MAKES ITS REPORT TO WCC 


e 
_ The nominating committee has submitted the following names for the presidium of the World Council of Churches: 


Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri -- Methodist Church -- Brazil 
Metropolitan Juhanon -- Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, India 
Bishop K. F. Otto Dibelius -- Evangelical Church -- Germany 


Archbishop Michael -- Greek Orthodox Church 
The Very Reverend John Baillie — Presbyterian — Scotland 
: Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill -- Episcopal Church — U. S. A. 


The committee proposed that Bishop G. K. A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester, be made an honorary President, and that 
Dr. John R. Mott also continue in this status. 


Elections are expected to take place August 24, unless further nominations are received. 


i 
3 
o> 
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| The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and 
] about the Churches and Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in 
its news items and articles. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with credit acknowledgement. 


* 


oring organizations include: The World Council of Churches, The International Missionary Council, The 
lliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations, The World’s Young Women’s Christian Association, The 
ristian Federation, The World Council of Christian Education, The United Bible Societies. 
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ISHOP PETER HOPES COUNCIL 2 
{AY HELP LESSEN WORLD TENSIONS 


| Speaking at his own request for the Hungarian delegation at the plenary session of the Assembly Saturday morning, 
August 21, Bishop John Peter of Hungary said: 


| ‘‘We came from the other side of the world, but not from another side of the Church. At home, and here, too, we pro- 
laim against all divisions and tensions the unbreakable oneness of the Church. It is in the conscience of our fellow- 
ship - yes it was in Joy and readiness to talk to you that we came here... 


“*] wish to thank you in the name of our delegation for the profound signs of love we experience here whenver we meet 
Iyatherings of church delegates. You know that it is not always easy to understand each other in the actual world situa- 

| lion, but the very fact of our staying together is one of the encouraging signs of the realization that in the churches we 
Jalready do live in the effective powers of our Lord’s coming world... 


‘Our churches are thankful for the existence of the World Council of Churches. We have recognized with gratitude 
that this Council of ours has greatly contributed to strengthening the Christian witness in the Church and around the 
iShurch, and in connection with this effect we have also recognized that the World Council has had its heart in lessening 
international tension... 


Jalso the way of life we are learning to practice. On the other hand, we often feel also that you, living on this side of 

the world, are tempted to represent not only the message of the Word, but also the way of life to which you are accustomed. 
lWe have to learn in the World Council of Churches to speak on political and social issues of international life with more 
ecumenical-mindedness and in a more ecumenical language. 


| 
We, coming from the other side of the world, are tempted to represent to you not only the message of the Church, but 


‘*I am sure we will stay together in order to be free from all misunderstanding; from all thoughts which are not | 
thoughts of our Lord, and in this freedom of our hearts we will hear together what we should tell the world in the face | 
of these problems. We hope that not only our actual staying together but, above all, our moving together in our resolutions 
and in the worship following our meetings, we will be able to give testimony to the world of the fact that the World Council 
of Churches is really a World Council and that the member churches are united in the same fellowship in spite of all ten- 

lsions and with the effect of lessening the tensions.’’ | 


|WOMEN’S TEAS 
DRAW FIVE THOUSAND 


“You yourselves are the World Council of Churches - not looking in through a window as at something grand, yet 
irather remote, but part and parcel of its very life and of its fellowship.’’? That was the message that Dr. Kathleen Bliss 
'b ought to the 5,000 women who came crowding in on Sunday afternoon to witness to their Unity and to worship God to- 
gether. “If we were united, there would be no need for a World Council of Churches,’”? she said, ‘‘It exists because we 
P re divided and are troubled about our division.”’ It is a fellowship of understanding, where people in frank talk learn 
‘from each other and try to grow together, bearing the wounds which are the price of growth. Itis a fellowship of service, 
'where we can join in answering the cry of a troubled world, not for money only, but also for people - you and me and our 
children - to help it meet its need. It is a fellowship of prayer, which is itself the highest work, and which creates the 
‘unity we long for, in which every one of us can share,’”’ 


ee 


Sunday, August 22nd, was ‘‘Woman’s Day’”’ at the Assembly. Women of the Evanston Council of Church Women had 
dreamed of such a gathering, and worked for it for months, thinking that perhaps 1000 or even 1500 might come. But 
‘there were nearly 5000 women there, going first to fellowship teas in different churches nearby, and then coming together 
for an overflowing service at the First Methodist Church, host to so many gatherings these days, Rosa Paige Welch’s | 
‘quiet, searing music in ‘Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence,’’ and Mrs. Karefa-Smart’s moving litany of prayer for families 
and homes and the wider things of the Kingdom, brought everyone into the very presence of God, and then the walls of 
the church stretched to the ends of the earth as women brought greetings and messages from the United Church Women of 
: America, from Egypt, from Argentina - ‘‘Pray for the Latin-American peoples’’, from Germany - ‘‘Rejoicing in Hope’’, the 
‘theme of the great Kirchentag gathering this year; from Sweden - “How should it be if we learned to pray instead of sigh- 
‘ing?’’, from India - ‘‘We look to Evanston to bring the Hope of the World into action’’. 


Dr. Kathleen Bliss told of a chapel, newly-opened at Bessey, the World Council’s Ecumenical Institute near Geneva. 
The organ is being built by an organ-builder from the Eastern Zone - a gift from behind the Iron Curtain. In the chapel 
hangs an Ikon, painted by prisoners of war, and a lamp that was made in a concentration camp. The chapel, with gifts 
from all, belongs to all who are in the fellowship of the World Council. There - even as on this day at Evanston - people 
from all the earth come to worship God, and drawing near, to Him, they find themselves nearer to each other. --B. Hayes. 


Kite ke ae a ae a ae 


FROM LUTHER EVANS, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF UNESCO, a cable from Paris addressed to Dr. W.A. Viser ’t Hooft, 
general secretary of the World Council: 


Have pleasure appointing Solomon Arnaldo, head of UNESCO New York office, to represent UNESCO at Second 
Assembly of World Council of Churches. Wish to take this opportunity of expressing gratitude for many years of sup- 
port given by World Council to UNESCO’s action promoting brotherhood of nations. Wish your Assembly full success, 


MARAIS AND MAYS PRESENT 3 
SECTION ON INTER-GROUP RELATIONS 


The problems of race relations, especially within the Church, were summarized in two papers, the first by Dr. Benjamin 
Mays, president of Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, the second by Dr. Ben J. Marais, of the Dutch Reformed 


“= 
4 
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Dr. Marais made it clear that he does not personally accept the principles of what many whites in South Africa call 
“separate development” or ‘‘apartheid’’. ‘“‘(I believe) that the Christian fundamentally knows only one apartheid (sep- 
laration) and that is separation from sin. ..,’’ he said. He presented in outline the arguments from Scripture used by 
ithose who do believe in segregation. 


(1) Protagonists of segregation in the church claim ‘‘that the Gospel does not teach the universal fatherhood of God, 
the universal brotherhood of man.’? The refutation is of course that ‘‘if all men could not be termed children of God, 


eee 


Since these positions do exist within the Church, Dr. Marais called the Church to confess its own guilt. Quoting 
Professor B. B. Keet, he said. ‘‘Judgment can start at no other place than the house of God. The Church of Christ may 
‘not remain indifferent to a fundamentally wrong conception, however firmly it may be embedded in our structure, for then 
iy would miss its calling.’’ 


| 
1 
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Dr. Mays traced the Commissions research on the problem of race relations through the earlier ecumenical conferences, | 
jin Old Testament and New Testament studies, church history and the findings of anthropological and sociological inquiries, | 
In none of these sources did the Commission find support for theories of racial superiority or inferiority which could lead 


|to practices of segregation. 


| In the Old Testament, he said, the lines of separation are drawn only along religious and not racial lines. ‘‘'When we 
jturn to the New Testament it is equally clear that separateness was on the basis of religion and culture and not on the 
|gtound of race or ethnic origin,’’ reported Dr. Mays for the Commission. ‘‘Jesus proclaimed a religion that was supra- . 
tacial, supra-national, ‘supra-cultural and supra-class,’” The Commission, under the leaderships of Dr. Marais, “sought 
ithe thinking of the fourteen leading theologians of Europe on this subject... They all agree that we can find no justifi- 
cation in the Bible for a segregated church based on race or ethnic origins. 3 


I The Commission has also delved into ancient and modern church history. ‘‘Nowhere in the early Church do we find 
| distinctions drawn on the basis of country or race. . In the... medieval church... the basis of membership was faith 


| 


‘not race, Christ not color, creedal acceptance and not nationality.” 


The color or racial bar in the Church is a modem development. ‘‘It was when modem western imperialism began 
to explore and exploit the colored peoples of Africa, Asia and America that the beginning of segregation and discrimina- 
tion based on color and race was initiated.” . 


In addition, ‘‘available scientific knowledge provides no basis for believing that the groups of mankind differ in their 
innate capacity for intellectual and emotional development.’’ 


Dr. Mays then asks this question: 

If the Church can find no support in science for ethnic and racial tension, none in the Bible for segregation based on | 
tace or color, none in the practices of the ancient and medieval Church, and no basis for it in Christian theologies, the 
questions naturally arise: How can segregation and discrimination in the Church be justified? What can the churches do 
‘to put themselves in line with the Gospel, the practices of the ancient and medieval Church, and in line with the findings 
of modern science? If the Churches cannot practice full Christian fellowship in worship and membership, how can they 
preach the prophetic word to secular organizations that discriminate on grounds of race, color, and caste? To answer this 
question this is our task at Evanston. 


TO OUR CHRISTIAN FRIENDS FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD: 


In the name of the churches and denomination of Greater Chicago we bid you a warm and hearty welcome. 


May your stay among us be a happy and fruitful one, and may our fellowship in this hour give new joy and strength 
to all of us. 


Our earnest prayer is that the work and deliberations of the Second Assembly may be richly blessed and a great 
blessing to the world, 


May the Cause of Christ be advanced throughout the earth, for the good of all men and the glory of God. 
; The Lord bless you and keep you! 
The cooperating churches, denominations, and councils of churches of the Chicago 
Area and the Midwest, through 


THE CHURCH FEDERATION OF GREATER CHICAGO. 


\ATIJN PRESENTS REPORT | 7 
'W SOCIAL QUESTIONS 


The work of the Third Section of the Evanston Assembly was presented by its Chairman, Dr, C. L. Patijn, Director in 
le Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Hague. Ecclesiastical thinking in the field of social responsibility suggests, he said, 


that we are still just beginning to elaborate a new social ethos, which will be truly Christian and truly relevant to modern 


Dr. Patijn traced the development of the church’s concern in social issues from the Stockholm Conference on Life and 
ptk in 1925. He characterized this and ensuing conferences as bearing witness to ‘‘great academic reflection,’ but not 
ways breathing the atmosphere of ‘‘active wrestling with actual problems in social and political life.’? 


| 
| 
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The term “responsible society” became the point around which thinking crystalized at the First Assembly of the World 
puncil at Amsterdam in 1948, This term, he said, was used in a double sense. ‘‘First to indicate concern for the adequate 
ptection in economic and political life of the economically weak; the social victims of the new technical age, the unem- 
pyed, the refugees, the underdeveloped areas of the world, the peoples of low living-standards, the oppressed and the 
(rsecuted, all those who need help in order to be freed from want and fear.”” At the same time the word ‘‘responsible 

iety’’ sought to express the churches’ concern for a social order which provides democratic ways of living for “‘little 

pn in big societies’’, which does not regard man as a cog in a machine, but as a free and responsible person, able to act 


| Dr. Patijn concluded with the question, ‘‘Will we be able to state something which will be both Christian and relevant?” 
> said that is important for the Church to ‘‘see the dangers and sins of society not as an object for mere criticism but as 


\ 
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TY OF EVANSTON 
| HOST ROLE 


In ecumenical circles, when the word “Evanston’’ is used it applies to an event. ‘‘Pre-Evanston’’ and ‘‘Post-Evanston’’ 
je eras in the development of Christian church unity. However, to Midwestern Americans, Evanston is a city filled with 

er 70,000 people not much different from themselves. Evanstonians have, indeed, felt that in connection with the 1954 
issembly of the World Council of Churches, they will be looked upon by the visitors from half a hundred lands as typical 

i their region, and are trying to keep the standard of hospitality high. 


An Evanston Committee of 100 was appointed to take care of the details which became so numerous that they were in- 
jeased to 329, though the name remains unchanged! Many responsibilities have been involved. Since Northwestern Uni- 
prsity could only house staff, consultants and delegates, private homes had to be opened for the 600 accredited visitors 
id their husbands or wives. A full-time staff was set up last autumn at 1800 Sheridan Road to coordinate the local prep- 
ations and interpret the needs of the Assembly to the citizenry. 


Schools made posters, the stores have put World Council displays in their windows, the City government and Chamber 

| Commerce have put welcoming signs at the entry to the city and have draped the lightposts with greetings to the official 
‘Sitors, Local people also set aside Saturday, August 18 as a day when they would meet the trains to take the ‘‘dignitaries’’ 
| Patten Gym to register and then drive them to their quarters. Involved intimately in all of this have been the Evanston 
suncil of Churches and Council of Church Women. The women have arranged teas, to be held simultaneously in five 
lurches on the afternoon of August 22, for the feminine contingent of the Assembly. Chicago and Evanston church women 
‘so transformed the 3000 yards of celanese cloth into the costumes for the Festival of Faith and for ‘‘By the Waters of 
abylon.”” 


One problem that was expected to be tremendous turned out to have a fairly easy solution. The desire to have the meals 
ypetizing for people from 48 lands led to the sending of a delegation of two Northwestern University officials to the U.N. 
‘discuss menus with the commissary department there. It was a relief to learn that people from far away prefer plain 


merican cookery to imitations of what they have at home, the only suggestion being that rice as well as potatoes be 
fered, 


Although Americans are thought to be more practical than pondering, study of the structure of the Council and the Assembl 


eme and subthemes was undertaken in most of the Evanston Churches and in student groups on the Northwestern campus. 
ne local newspaper, the EVANSTON REVIEW, has been running articles about the W.C.C. for three years, off and on, with 
ecial concentration, during the last eighteen weeks, on the purposes and ideas to which the World Council is dedicated. 
S influence has had much to do with the warm and understanding reception . 


Cae Se ee ek So ee oe 


ROM SECRETARY OF STATE JOHN FOSTER DULLES, a letter addressed to Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, one of the re- 
ting presidents of the Council: 


» » » Six years ago I had the honor of being chosen as a delegate to the First Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
21d at Amsterdam in the Netherlands. Since then I have been a member of the Commission of the Churches on International 
ffairs of the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council, and I have at all times tried to keep close 
mtact with the several phases of the World Council’s work: I find myself with you in spirit and in the hope that this meet- 
g shall carry on the splendid accomplishments of the World Council. 


* * * * * * & &* 


| object for responsible action,’’ and that ‘‘the Church should tase its word with regard to society not on fear, but on hope.” 


s 


E CHRISTIAN AND HIS VOCATION 
\SCUSSED BY FRANCIS MILLER 


| The Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches heard the report of the Commission on ‘*The Laity-The Chris- 
lan and His Vocation”’ presented at the Plenary Session Saturday morning Aug. 21, by its chairman, Francis P. Miller, 
/ the U.S.A. 


“We are concerned here,’’ said Mr. Miller, ‘‘with society and with the task of the Christian layman in society. I wish 
) speak of society as the place where the Christian faith is to be affirmed, the Christian witness given and the Christian 
e lived,”’ 


Mr, Miller used the term “‘society’’ to include ‘‘all organized human relationships as well as the people who establish 
jese relationships, It includes religious, political, governmental, industrial, labor, commercial, financial, agricultural, 
Lofessional, educational, artistic and ‘social activities and organizations or associations of all kinds, private and public, 
hich unite men and women for common purposes, 


“¢  , . human society furnishes the Christian with the raw material of life on which he can leave the imprint of his 
ternal citizenship. The Christian life is thus an effort to express the meaning of citizenship in God’s kingdom through 
duties, responsibilities, and opportunities as citizens of a particular human society. In this sense the Christian is an 
dvance agent of the coming Kingdom.”’ 


| Mr. Miller characterized the essence of a Christian vocation in the following terms; ‘Every honorable job, no matter 
ow mechanical or trivial, can become a vocation. It may never have been a vocation before, but it becomes a vocation 
1e moment the man who holds the job understands the full meaning of being a Christian. 


Suppose a man has a job in a mass-production factory. Regardless of the amount of mechanization, human integrity 
ill always remain one of the most important factors in manufacturing the finished product. Further, regardless of the 
mount of mechanization there will always be a few other human beings around. And a Christian worker’s vocation con- 
erns his relations with these other human beings even more than it concerns his relation to the mechanical means of pro- 
luction. It is in relation to these other human beings that he strives to make his life a signpost pointing to the love and 
race of God. If he is a genuine man of faith, his fellows will come to know him as a true person - a grateful person - a 
onsiderate person, Sensitive to the needs and troubles of others and always more interested in the general welfare than 
a his own. He will be ready to fight for justice, if necessary, but far more eager to create such an atmosphere that jus- 
ice will be established by mutual consent rather than as a result of a fight. In the course of time other workers will be- 
ome Christians because of this man’s presence and when they do a church fellowship will exist in that factory.” 


In terms of citizenship as a Christian vocation Mr. Miller said, ‘‘ a good citizen, from the standpoint of the Church, is a 
'itizen who acts responsibly on the basis of a Christian concept of society.’’ In the light of this concept, the Church must 
ionsider the whole field of citizenship and politics as a missionary activity. ‘‘... the stark fact is that the survival of 
esponsible freedom in the world depends upon Christians taking seriously their obligations and duties as citizens.” 


Closely related to the whole subject of the Christian vocation is the work of the Ecumenical Institute which has been 
inder the direction of Dr. Henrik Kraemer of Holland. Dr. Kraemer emphasized the concepts of the Christian vocation which 
ave developed at the Institute at Bossey or under its influence, Rather than listing all that has taken place since 1946 
n the three kinds of conferences and annual courses and the development of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, 
le called the special attention of the Second Assembly to the new place the Institute has in the structure of the World 
Souncil, 


“The first thing to keep in mind’’ he said, ‘‘is that here the Institute’s place is peculiar. Organisationally speaking, 
tis a department of the World Council of Churches. With the adoption of the new structure of the World Council of Churches 
his will become still more emphatically the case, ‘since it will be one of the departments of the new Division of Ecumenical 
iction. One of the benefits of this change is that the Institute will henceforth work in regular unison with some other de- 
artments.”’ 


Dr. Kraemer pointed out, however, that the Institute is not an “‘office’’ but that it is a “home.’’ ‘‘Therefore, for the 
Norld Council of Churches it represents a unique dimension. 


* * * * KF km 


‘ROM THEODOR HEUSS, PRESIDENT OF FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, a letter to the Presidium of the World 
Zouncil: 

' May I ask you to deliver to the World Council of Churches my best greetings and best wishes for a successful confer- 
nce. It comes in a period of many political and social tensions, but the spirit in which it meets and exists will help create 
in ordered and sustaining power of love which will make it possible for peoples and social groups to live together in ways 
f peace and helpfulness. ¥ 


The printing of this issue of The Ecumenical Press Service is a contribution of 
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Dr. Rajah S. Manikam, Joint East Asia Secretary of the I.M.C. and W.C.C., reporting on Tuesday evening, August 24, F| 


vharacterized the economic and social revolution in East Asia as ‘‘the greatest single development in the twentieth cen- 
” 


lhe conditions of life in these countries, Never before have so many millions of people taken part in such a rapid and 
adical social upheaval.’’ 


| “Within the last ten years,’’ he continued, “‘six new nations have been born - the Philippines in 1946; India and Pak- 
stan in 1947; Burma and Ceylon in 1948; and Indonesia, in 1949. The combined populations of these lands amount to 
iomething over 570 millions. These new nations are at present going through the birth-pangs of their nationhood, but are 
Pe to preserve their freedom. Struggle for independence is going on in other parts of East Asia, which are not 
ret free... 


ii 
| “‘This revolution,’’ he said, “has broken the hold of the West over the countries of Asia and is now rapidly changing | 


‘It is not the king nor the clan, nor even the village that is assuming importance in East Asia today, but the individ- ial 
ial. Asian collectivism is fast yielding place to individualism, and often to moder utilitarianism. We are also witnes- I 
‘ing a gigantic process of revolutionary change in the indigenous cultures of East Asia consequent upon the impact of 
ideas and institutions of the West. The rigid social structure built upon the acceptance of the vertical lines of family i 
lthority is being challenged. In most countries of east Asia where women had been in virtual bondage, women’s move- ) | 
jnents have registered phenomenal growth. Public education is receiving more attention; the importance of the village 

school in the new Asia of today cannot be over-emphasized. The crucial problems of health and better provision of med- 
\eal facilities are being tackled vigorously. Caste and class distinctions are losing their hold on the people. The radio i} 
| ; Hy 3H 
|s bringing to the village new information, ideas and insights, in a way never done before. The growth of the vernacular Hi A 
press is another recent significant development. The Church in East Asia has a glorious role to play in this social i 
setting.”’ iy 


Except in the Philippines, he reported, the Protestant and Roman Catholic Churches are small minorities in the coun- 
bries of East Asia. But the miracle of the age is that the Church does exist in each of the major East Asian countires. Hl | 
| 


SS 


‘‘In spite of strong forces of opposition to Christianity in many places,’’ said Dr. Manikam, ‘‘every one recognizes HW) 
hat it has come to stay. Asian Christians on the whole now command the respect of their non-Christian brethern. There A 
is a more friendly attitude toward Asian Christians than at any other time.’’ 1 | i 


| 
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Dr. Manikam also pointed out that ‘‘the Christian congregation in East Asia is a unique social phenomenon. There is | 
nothing like it in any of the non-Christian societies, To join the Church and to remain loyal to its Lord, requires one su- iq 
lbreme act of personal surrender and countless daily acts of obedience to Christ. Proclaiming the transcendant Word of 
[god and being a community of Grace intension with the political, economic and social orders in East Asia, the Christian 
congregations have a revolutionary significance in the Asian scene.” i 


The main issues faced by the churches were outlined as: iw 


Ll) The challenge of non-Christian religions as seen in resurgent Hinduism, Buddhism, Mohammedanism and Confucianism. 


2) New attitudes to Christianity, now that in most of East Asia, Christianity is no longer being associated with colonial- 
_ ism or domination of western power. 


3) The confusing example of a highly divided Protestant church, now still further exaggerated by the influx of a great num- 
ber of sects which disregard even the simplest principles of cooperation. The influence of the Intemational Missionary 
Council in developing cooperative enterprizes through its constituent National Christian Councils is a positive influence 

_ much appreciated. Also there is much attraction in the unifying influence of the World Council of Churches. Dr. Manikam 

_ Stated that some Christians in East Asia feel a strain in the ecumenical fellowship coming at the point of the develop- 

ment of powerful pan-denominational organizations. (continued on next page) 


ical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and 
es end Christian movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed in 
articles. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with credit acknowledgement. 


: include: The World Council of Churches, The International Missionary Council, The 
Men’s. Christian Associatioris, The World’s Young Women’s Christian Association, The 
eration, The World Council of Christian Education, The United Bible Societies. 


INT EAST ASIA SECRETARY (Continued) 


| The Christian Church and Communism. This problem is faced in greater mass in East Asia than in any other part of 
| the world. The major problem here is for the Church to train its members in the true nature of Communism and to be 
able to evangelize their Communist neighbors. 


The unfinished task: There are great areas of East Asia still entirely untouched, millions of people to whom the gos- 

| pel is unknown. In the face of this unfinished task the churches of East Asia are sending their own sons and daugh- 

| ters into the front lines of missionary service. In this there is greater need than ever for ecumenical cooperation. 

| ‘‘The needs of Asia are so overwhelming, the tensions so acute, and the human resources of the churches so meagre, 
that nothing less is needed than the fullest possible use of ecumenical funds and personnel, in an ecumenical way.”’ 


)RLD-WIDE EVANGELISM 


| Dr. Charles Ranson, General Secretary of the International Missionary Council, at the plenary session on Tuesday 
jening, August 24, characterized the missionary calling of the Church as ‘‘not only integral to its own life,’’ but ‘‘wov- 
into the texture of God’s design for the world.”’ 


| ‘It is the only means,’’ he said, ‘‘by which,in the obedience of faith, we enter the creative context of God’s action in 
lstory. The Bible compels us to say no less than this. God leads the world to its consummation through the mission of 
IE Church. Apart from this basic biblical truth this Assembly can have little meaning. Our discussions on the nature of 
ie Church and the content of the Christian hope will be barren if they do not result in an inescapable summons to procla- 
tion and a new obedience which will thrust the Church forth into all the world as an expectant evangelizing community, 


this generation.’’ 


a a 4 ——____ 


‘‘What does world-wide evangelism mean today?’’ It means that the task of world evangelism starts from the vantage 
ound of a church which is world-wide. No longer can we think of the evangelization of the world as just the out-reach 
| the churches of the Western world. It is the outreach of all the churches in all parts of the world to all the world. 
so, it is a task of tremendous magnitude. Despite the geographical expansion and the numerical growth of the church, 
ill the polulation growth far exceeds the growth of the church. World-wide evangelism also means evangelization of the 


i man and his whole environment. 

| This means, more concretely, that (1) The church is summoned to encounter with. the world which means, ‘‘primarily, 
le rediscovery of the art of Christian communication - the translation of the Gospel into an idiom which people can under- 
land. And it means people everywhere, and at every level of sophistication or illiteracy.’? (2) The Church is called 

it only to encounter with the world but to mobility in the world, ‘‘The missionary must never appear to have settled 

ywn in this world. . . If the Church really did hove ‘like a mighty army’ there would be some interesting changes in the 
velopment of our total resources.’’. (3) We need a new initiative born of the Holy Spirit. Some indications of this ap- 
tar in the vast inter-mingling of church members in all parts of the world through government and business assignments. 
ther evidences may be seen in the continued development of the Ecumenical Church. 


Dr. Ranson concluded by calling all to translate the high visions of present experience into action. ‘‘Thirty years of 
issionary cooperation, within the fellowship of the International Missionary Council; five years of ecumenical associa- 
on within this World Council of Churches have taught us all much. Would any of us dare to claim that the moments of 

igh vision and of insight which we have shared in this fellowship have been translated into action in our own lives, our 
wn churches, our own local situations? Can it be that the liberating and renewing word for which we look and pray awaits 


‘fuller obedience to the light we already possess?’”’ 


HANDU RAY FINDS UNITY 
SSENTIAL TO EVANGELISM 


Canon Chandu Ray of the Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, speaking at the plenary session on Tuesday 
vening, August 24, brought specific illustrations of the need and effectiveness of evangelism in Asia. He told of.an area 
i India where, after a period of evangelistic teaching, ‘‘200 chosen representatives of 14 villages came to meet us in our 
mp and said that all the people in the 14 villages wanted to be baptized. . . But we could not baptize them and had to 
ave them to the denomination to which that area belonged, according to comity of missions. That denomination had only 
ne missionary for that area, He was in his first term, and did not know the language. They had no money to employ na- 
onal workers. The work has languished. The movement is still alive, but there are no laborers to reap the harvest. We 
ave failed because we are not united to put our resources together where the Holy Spirit has started work. 


‘‘There is great need to use the new converts who have found Christ to go out and preach the Gospe ,” said Canon 

ay. ‘Often when they become Christians, they lose their homes, their jobs, and are actively persecuted by their families. 
1 such cases if they were sent out as evangelists they would preach with an abandonment which the second and third 
=neration Christians appear to lose.’’ (continued on next page) 
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CHANDU RAY FINDS UNITY (continued) 


Canon Ray concluded with a plea for widespread distribution of the Bible and looked towards ‘‘the day when there 

will be a united Church, with united strategy for evangelism; that where the Holy Spirit moves, we may follow, without 

the hindrances of disunity and comity. The Younger Churches in Asia need much greater understanding. and support in 

their problems as they live under great pressures of a non-Christian society. The evangelists need special training to 
meet the resurgence of non-Christian faiths, The rural Church needs literacy and education, so that it can be strong to 
witness to the Hope they have in Christ Jesus.”’ 


OF STUDY DEPARTMENT 
Establishment of a permanent ecumenical center for study and research was recommended (Monday, August 23) in a 


sport presented by Dr. Nils Ehrenstrom, Director of the Study Department. 


Dr. Ehrenstrom, who is retiring from his post after the current Assembly to return to pastoral duties in the Church of 
Sweden, was introduced by Dr. Henry Pitney Van Dusen, president of Union Theological Seminary in New York, chairman 
the Study Department. 


_ Acenter, or institute, is needed, according to Dr. Ehrenstrom, where basic and long-range inquiries may be carried 
forward ‘‘in circumstances of sustained and quiet reflection.’”’ 


Dr. Ehrenstrom told the delegates that the preparatory study program for the Second Assembly “‘had a range of inter- 
est and collaboration which probably has never been equalled by any previous ecumenical gathering.’’ 


He then suggested that it should be a primary function of ecumenical study to discern and point up decisive issues 
on which churches should focus their attention. What the Council can do, he continued, is to give a ‘‘spiritual lead’’ in 
alerting its members to strategic needs of the day. Suggesting international cross-fertilization as a function of ecumenical 
study, Dr. Ehrenstrom regretted that under present conditions, ‘‘fresh, illuminating insights into the Word of God, novel 
experiments in Christian advance, and convictions forged in the crucible of persecution, often remain in seclusion be- 
hind denominational, national, or linguistic walls, thus preventing them from revitalizing the whole church.” 


Partnership of ecumenical study, the speaker-said, involved sharing of spiritual and intellectual gifts. Stressing that 
this assembly marked the beginning of a new phase in ecumenical study, in which (if proposed changes are adopted) the 
present study department is to be joined with the Faith and Order Department, the Secretariat for Evangelism, the Re- 
search Secretariat of the International Missionary Council, and the study interests of other World Council agencies, in a 
new Division of Studies, Dr. Ehrenstrom said: 


‘‘The present world situation cries out for Christian discernment, for Christian illumination of the dark road ahead, 
Are the World Council and its member churches willing to pay the price, the price of spiritual perceptivity and of shar- 
ing the prerequisite resources, for the acoomplishment of this part of their ecumenical mission to the world? i 


JAPANESE DELEGATION 
PRESENT PEACE PETITION 


A petition protesting the use of nuclear weapons, signed by 33,000 Japanese youth, was presented to the Section on . 
International Affairs at the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches on Wednesday, August 25. Officers of ) 
the section received the petition from a Japanese delegation headed by the Rev. Dr. Michio Kozaki, moderator of the ) 
United Church of Christ in Japan. On behalf of the section, the document was received by Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk, 
chairman of the committee on special topics of the Section on International Affairs. The petition urged the World Council 
to consider a resolution addressed to governments of all nations in order to achieve banning of nuclear weapons, inter- 
national control of atomic energy and to exert all efforts to abolish war and establish peace. 


BIBLE MARKERS PRESENTED 
TO SECOND ASSEMBLY MEMBERS 


The Committee of One Hundred for the World Council Assembly has presented beautiful Bible markers to delegates, 
accredited visitors, consultants, youth delegates and fraternal delegates at the Plenary Session evening. ‘‘The Marker’s 
three lengths of heavy grosgrain ribbon, attached at the top to an oxidized jeweler’s bronze blade, bear as pendants, 

a Cross, an Anchor and a Medallion. The Medallion was especially designed to commemorate the Evanston Assembly by 
Thomas Lo Medico, famous New York designer and sculptor. 


The Second Assembly theme, ‘‘Christ ... the Hope of the World’’ is carried out on the Bible Marker by the Cross and 
the Anchor, the New Testament symbols for Hope. The ribbon, one-half inch wide, is of quality grosgrain in a Copen- 4 
hagen Blue, the official color of the World Council of Churches. The overall length of the Bible Marker is 124 inches, 
A center ribbon carries the Medallion which depicts on one side in relief the First Methodist Church and McGaw Hall, the 
two places in Evanston where major sessions of the Second Assembly center their activity. The buildings are encircled 
by the words, ‘“‘Christ . . . the Hope of the World’’. Evanston, Illinois 1954 is lettered across the Medallion, 


The reverse side bears the official Seal of the Second Assembly along with the Greek work, ‘‘Oikumene’’, meaning 
Ecumenical, and the symbolic boat and cross in the center. ‘‘World Council of Churches, Second Assembly and ‘‘North- 
Wiis: University, Evanston 1954’? encircle the center relief design. 


(A Report On The First Week’s Sessions) 
ACCREDITED VISITORS PROGRAM 
S PROVED POPULAR AT ASSEMBLY 


Tuesday, August 17 


Among the liveliest discussions at the Assembly are those which have been taking place in connection with the 
credited visitors program at Cahn Auditorium. These often take the form of panel discussions between Assembly 
rsonalities. 


The first visitors session was held on Tuesday morning, August 17, when Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa, speaking to the 
topic ‘‘Reaching non-Christians in our Own Lands,’’ told the visitors that ‘‘unless we win the souls of the laborers 

for Christianity’’, the destiny of Japan and of the Orient ‘‘will be dark for centuries to come.’’ He charged that ‘‘while 
we Christians sit back contentedly and contemplate ideologies, the communists act to help the laborers on strikes and 
sabotage, and spend much money for such movements.’’ Picturing communism as the number one adversary of Christi- 
anity, he deplored the fact that communists move as an organized body, while Christians are divided by denominational- 
ism and hampered by lack of funds. 


On the same program, Mr. Victor Jones, Inspector of Factories in the Ministry of Labor, and also a lay preacher in 

the Methodist Church of England, pointed out that due to shifting populations, many churches have no roots in the com- 

munity, and also that ‘‘a large proportion of the urban industrial workers never were in the Church. Pointing out the 

possibilities for industrial evangelism he said, ‘‘The danger is that we tend to be too ‘churchy’ and want others to fit 

into our accepted patterns of church life. More likely that God is calling His people to new ways of fellowship and of 

living together, so that this modern technical and mechanized economy may become acceptable as a Sih of life to all Om 

men and their daily work may be done according to His will.’’ 
: 
} 
: 


Bishop John Peter’s remarks on ‘‘The Church’s Witness in Hungary’’ have been reported elsewhere in EPS. 
Wednesday, August 18 


Under the general topic of ‘‘The Search for Unity’’, Professor Ernst Kinder of the University of Muenster discussed | 
“The Unity of the Church and Doctrine.’’ Professor Basil Ionnides of the University of Athens, spoke to ‘‘Unity in the ! 
Light of our Common Past.’? The Rev. Daniel T. Jenkins of England discussed ‘‘The Unity of the Free Spirit.”’ 


_ Dr. Kinder said churches could group up beside one another, differing in history and even in reasons for their found- 
ing without hindering the true unity of the Church grounded in confession to and conformity with the Gospel. 

’ ‘‘The unity of the universal Church is above all manifested in the unity of the tradition,’? was the message of Profes- . 
sor Ioannides. The Rev. Mr. Jenkins stressed the unity created by the action of the Py spin which, he said, must be 
given free course to ‘“‘lead to righteousness in every part of church life and organization.”’ 


} 


Thursday, August 19 


Under the heading of ‘‘Christians in the Struggle for a Responsible Society’’,Mr. Maurice Lauriol of France, speak- 
ing in the place of Mr. Maurice Albaric, who was unable to attend the Assembly, told of the great desire for social jus- ) 
tice that had arisen in France as a result of the World War II occupation, and of the interest taken in this development 
by the Protestant churches. 


' Charles P. Taft, Cincinnatti, Ohio, lawyer, told of the progress made in America during the past fifty years in the 
regulation of business to eliminate exploitation and monopoly, referring to the strong reform instinct of Americans, rooted 
largely in their religious and missionary background, ‘‘You won’t understand us,’’ he told the visitors, “‘unless you 

see that.’? He characterized the American competitive economic system as being far from a ‘‘process of depersonaliza- 
tion’? which produces “‘dumb despair,’’ contending that it rather ‘gives a chance of advancement, and at the least the 
probability of a reasonably effective standard of living for an increasing number of people.’’ 


Mr. M. M. Thomas, of South India, said his fellow-Christians of India were convinced they must ‘‘take their place 
by the side of their non-Christian brethren in the new India,’’ in building up a secular state as opposed to a Hindu state. | 
Christians, he said, must make a Christian witness, not through a Christian political party or parties, but in and through 
secular parties in which they are free to bring their Christian faith to bear on the problems of society. It means that the 
Christian community works for a responsible society and not for a society in which Christians have some kind of domina- 
tion or special rights, or which consciously acknowledges Christianity as the supreme source of values.’’ 


On Thursday afternoon three panel members discussed the question of whether the main theme ‘‘Christ the Hope of i. 
the World’? was a “‘good and right choice.’’ The panel members, all of whom agreed that it was a good choice, were 
Dr. Kathleen Bliss of the National Assembly of the Church of England, Bishop Hanns Lilje of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany, and Dr, Paul Minear of the Congregational Christian Churches of the U.S.A. and Professor of New Testa- 
ment, Andover Newton Theological School, 


rt on first week’s sessions) continued 


day, August 20 


Methodist Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires, Argentine, said that the Roman Catholic Church is “trying 
aintain a 300-year-old religious iron curtain in Latin America.’’ He indicated that ‘‘there is no hope of a common 
tistian front in the world until the day when the Roman Catholic Church retraces her steps and extends to us the 

ht hand of fellowship as brothers on equal terms; brothers who are trying, with human limitations, but with sincere 
ire, to obey the Lord of us all, to proclaim the eternal Gospel of the Cross and of the Resurrection.’’ He indicated 
t meanwhile Protestants must “‘pray God for strength and brotherly love, so that we may go on with our work and 

er act with our Roman Catholic brothers as they act with us, when they take advantage of their numerical strength 

| Latin America) to play with political powers to their own advantage.’’ 


The Rev. Charles C. West, Presbyterian U.S.A. fraternal worker in Germany, and formerly a missionary in China, 
ke of the complete isolation of the churches of China under the present regime, leaving only the fellowship of prayer. 
said that theological discussions in China, so far as they appear in censored publications, seem to involve primar- 
‘such questions as ‘‘How far is a Christian doctrine of hope in a heavenly kingdom an excuse for not working with all 


e’s strength for the building of a socialist society?”’ 


The Rev. Dr. Farid Audeh, president of the Supreme Council of the Church of Syria, and Chairman of the Near East 
itistian Council, reported the threat of increasing restrictions on Christian missions in the Near East caused by ‘‘ex- 
me, intensive, irritative and sometimes unhealthy nationalism.’’ In spite of the many political and social problems 
the present time, he said, the situation in the Near East offers Christianity ‘‘the greatest opportunity to come to the 
mt with its great evangelistic message--the salvation of man and the regeneration of society.’’ 


In the afternoon session, continuing the same subject, Dr. Reuben Nelson, General Secretary of the American Baptist 
mnvention, expressed the view that ‘‘Only where there is a complete separation of the church and state is there the kind 
freedom necessary for the Church to be prophetic--the kind of freedom it needs for a complete expression of its message 
t if it is not dependent upon the government, it has-more freedom.’ : 


Dr. Gutierrez-Marin, president of the Spanish Evangelical Church, speaking on ‘‘What Protestants in Spain May and 
ay Not Do’’, told the visitors that Protestants, in contrast with the Roman Catholics of Spain, are not exempt from tax- 
ion. In some instances, he said, they have to pay double. 


Dr. Guenter Jacob, general superintendent in the Soviet Zone of a large district of the Evangelical Union Church of 
erlin-Brandenburg, reported that there has been a renewal of faith among the Methodists of East Germany. Under the 
nsions imposed on the people by the government, he said, many who had no previous interest in religion, are finding a 


scurity in the fellowship of Christianity. 


ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE 
F CONSTANTINOPLE GREETS W.C.C. 


A message from the Oecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople, was delivered at a plenary session of the Second 
ssembly, by Monseigneur Gennadios, Archbishop of Heliopolis, and head of the Orthodox delegation to the Assembly. 


“*If we maintain that the will of our Christ, Savior, is that we all be one, then undoubtedly the day will come when 
hat oneness will be a fact,’’ he said. 


He conveyed “‘the warmest personal greetings and the blessing’? of Monseigneur Ethenagoras, Patriarch of Constan- 
inople stating, ‘‘We have not come here to acquaint ourselves at first hand with the doctrines of each church--which are 
1ore or less known to theologians -- but with the real yearning that there is for a coming together of the Christian 
‘hurches.’? The unity of Churches does not require ‘‘rigid conformity,’’ he asserted, but can provide for a ‘‘diversity 


f rites. o 


The Christian Church, in that part of its nature which permits change, should be adaptable to the individual genius 
f each race and to the changing needs of the time. That is what happened during the first ten centuries of Christianity, 


e explained. 


99 


Adding that religion should ‘‘soar above the differences which divide mankind,’’ Monseigneur Gennadios said, 
‘Christianity of the twentieth century should not be influenced by the particular to the point of compromising its 
iniversality.’? 
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RESIDENTS ELECTED: Olga Nahlik 


iLSO CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


Six new presidents of the World Council of Churches were unanimously elected at a plenary session of its Second 
issembly on Wednesday. They were: 


(1) The Very Rev. John Baillie, renowned theologian and Principal of New College, University of Edinburgh, who 
is a member of the Church of Scotland. 


(2) Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of Buenos Aires, Bishop in Argentina, Uruguay and Bolivia of the Central Con- 
ference of The Methodist Church (of the U.S.). 


(3) Bishop F. K. Otto Dibelius, Bishop of the Evangelical Union Church of Berlin-Brandenburg, and president of 
the Evangelical Church in Germany, a federation of Lutheran, Reformed and United Churches, 


(4) Mar Thoma Juhanon, Metropolitan of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church of Malabar, in South India. 


(5) His Eminence, Archbishop Michael, who represents the Ecumenical Patriarchate of the Eastern Orthodox 


Churches, and is now the Archbishop with jurisdiction over North and South America, with his office in New York. 


(6) The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill of New York, Presiding Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


In addition, the Rt. Rev. George K. A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester of the Church of England, was elected as an 
onorary president. A leading figure in the ecumenical movement for 35 years, Bishop Bell is the retiring chairman of 
he World Council’s policy-making Central Committee. 


A revision of the World Council’s rules or by-laws adopted at-an earlier session after much debate, set the maximum 
umber of presidents at six and also provided that a president shall be ineligible for immediate re-election when his 
erm of office ends. A motion to delete the limitation concerning reelection was defeated 312 to 52. There was agitation 
rom the floor for a layman on the presedium, but no lay names were actually placed in nomination. 


The retiring presidents are Archbishop Athenagoras of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople and Bishop 
tivind Berggrav of Oslo, former Primate of the Lutheran Church of Norway. Dr. Marc Boegner, president of the Protest- 
nt Federation of France; Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury; Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Methodist 
f Washington, D. C., 


In proposing Bishop Bell as honorary president, Dr. J. Earl Moreland, president of Randolph-Macon College, Ashland, 
la., chairman of the nominating committee, paid tribute to the Bishop’s ‘pioneering work’’ in the ecumenical movement, 
luring the last thirty-five years. 

« 


He said the committee ‘‘recommended strongly’? that the Assembly decide that Bishop Bell be requested ‘‘to continue 
© serve the World Council by giving it the full benefit of his activity and counsel,’’ and that he be invited to attend the 
xecutive and Central Committee meetings’’ with full rights of participation.” 


He recommended that a similar privilege be extended to Dr. John A. Mackay, president of Princeton Theological 
‘eminary at Princeton, N. J., who is chairman of the International Missionary Council. 
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ECTION OF PRESIDENTS (Continued) 


Dr. Moreland also stated that it was the committee’s understanding that Dr. John R. Mott shall continue as an honor- 
; president of the World Council, to which position he was elected in 1948 in ‘‘just recognition of his long and dis- 
guished leadership in the worldwide movement of cooperation among the churches,’” 


The assembly also elected 90 members of its policymaking Central committee: 73 clergymen, 11 laymen and six 
men of 31 countries. 


Twenty-three members of the outgoing committee were nominated for re-election. 


The Central Committee, which meets annually will take office at the close of the Assembly, on August 31. It will 
d its first meeting at Evanston on September 1 and 2, to elect officers, name sub-committees and administrative ex- 
tives. It will also name a 12-member executive committee to meet semi-annually with the Council’s permanent sec- 
ariat. The presidents are ex-officio part of both the Central and Executive committees, 


_ Those elected to the Central Committee are: 


hi 
¥ 


sia and Africa (15) 


INDIA: Bishop Lesslie Newbigin, Tallakulam; Rajaiah David Paul, Malapore, general secretary, Church of South 
dia; Dr. Andrew Thakur Das of Lahore, Pakistan, United Church of Northern India and Pakistan; Father Korah Phili- 

, Kottayam, Orthodox Syria Church of Malabur, and the Rev. Gnanajayam Paul David, Tambaram, Federation of Evan- 
ical Lutheran Churches; Bishop Lakdasa De Mel, Ceylon, Church of India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon. 


JAPAN: Dr. William Enkichi Kan, Tokyo, Anglican Church, and Dr. Michio Kozaki, Tokyo, moderator United Church 
Christ. 


INDONESIA: The Rev. C. Mataheru, Church of the Moluccas (Reformed), and Karimuda Sitompul, Batak Church 
utheran) of Sumatra. 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS: Bishop Enrique C. Sobrepena, Manila, presiding bishop of the United Church of Christ. 


AFRICA: His Beatitude Abouna Theophilos, Bishop of Harrar, Ethiopian Church; the Rev. Peter Kwei Dagadu, 
ld Coast Methodist Church, West Africa, and the Rev. Cornelius B. Brink, Johannesburg, South Africa, Dutch Reform- 
| Church. 


ustralia and New Zealand (5) 

AUSTRALIA: the Most Rev. H. W. K. Mowll, Archbishop of Sydney and Primate of Australia (Anglican); the Rev. 
Denis Ryan, Killara, President Congregational Union of Australia and New Zealand; the Rev. Robert B. Lew, Bur- 
90d, secretary-general of the Methodist Church of Australasia. 


NEW ZEALAND: Bishop Alwyn K. Warren, Christchurch, (Anglican); Mrs. F.O. Bennett, Christchurch, of the Pres- 
tterian Church. 


uropean Continent (22) 

GERMANY (Evangelical Church): Bishop Johannes Lilje, Hanover, president Lutheran World Federation; Bishop 
ottfried Noth (Lutheran), Saxony; Prof. Volkmar Herntrich (Lutheran), Hamburg; Dr. Martin Niemoiller (United), Hesse- 
assau; Dr. Reinhold von Thadden (United), Fulda, and Dr. Wilhelm Niesel (Reformed), Dornap. 

FRANCE: Dr. Pierre L. E. Maury (Reformed), Paris, and Pastor P. T. Poincenot (Lutheran), Doubs. 


SWEDEN: Archbishop Yngve Brilioth, Uppsala, and Mrs. Margit Lindstrom, Lundsberg, both of the Church of Sweden, 
nd Dr. Ansgar Eeg-Olofsson, Stockholm, Mission Covenant Church. 


HOLLAND: Archbishop Andreas Rinkel, Utrecht, of the Old Catholic Church, and Dr. Hendrikus Berkhof, Dreieber- 
2n, Dutch Reformed Church. 


AUSTRIA: Bishop Gerhard J. F. May, Vienna, Evangelical Church of the Augsburgian and Helvetic Confession. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Bishop Jan Chabada, Bratislava, Evangelical Church in Slovakia, and Dr. Josef L. Hromadka, 
rague, Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren. 


HUNGARY: Dr. Laszlo Pap, Budapest, Reformed Church; Bishop Lajos Veto, Budapest, Lutheran Church of Hungary. 


Fmropean Continent (22) (Continued) 
DENMARK: Bishop Hans Fuglsang-Damgaard, Copenhagen, Church of Denmark. 
FINLAND: Prof. Aimo Tauno Nikolainen, Helsinki, Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
NORWAY: Bishop Johannes Smemo, Oslo, Church of Norway. 
SWITZERLAND: Prof. Henri d’Espine, Geneva, Swiss Protestant Church Federation. 
atin America(1) 


BRAZIL: the Rev. J. A. Do Amaral, Petropolis, Methodist. 


\thodox Churches (13) 
U. S. A.: Dr. Georges Florovsky, New York, Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church 


| LEBANON: Dr. Charles Malik, ambassador to the United States and delegate to the United Nations, Greek Orthodox 
’atriarchate of Antioch; Prof. Hovhannes Aharonian, Beirut, Union of the Armenian Churches in the Near East. 


GREECE: Bishop Panteleimon, Metropolitan of Salonica; the Archimandrite Ieronimos Kotsonis; Prof. H. Alivisatos, 
of. Basil Ioannides and Prof, Panayotis Bratsiotis, all of the Church of Greece. 


TURKEY: Archbishop Athenagoras of Thyateira, and outgoing president of the World Council; Bishop of Philadelphia, 
acobus and Dr, James Coucouzas, all of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 


_ EGYPT: Archimandrite Parthenios-Aris Coinidis, Patriarchate of Alexandria, and Dr. Aziz Suryal Atiya, Cairo, Coptic 
jrthodox Church. 


Inited Kingdom and Eire (12) 
PE is al EELS, 


ENGLAND: The Most Rev. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Lord Archbishop of Canterbury; the Rt. Hon. Ivor Stanley Wat- 
ins, Bristol, Bishop of Malmesbury; Dr. Kathleen Bliss, Kent, all of the Church of England; Dr. Harold Roberts of Rich- 
iond College, Surrey, vice-president of the World Methodist Council, and Dr. Eric Baker, London, also a Methodist; Dr. 
mest A, Payne (Baptist), London; B. J. Hartwell, Southport, a lay official of the Congregational Union of England and 
lales, and Commissioner W. G. Simpson, London, European secretary of the Salvation Amy, who is classified as an in- 
emnational member of the committee, 


SCOTLAND: Prof. William Strang Tindal, University of Edinburgh, and Mrs. Ernest Jarvis, Glasgow, both of the 
thurch of Scotland. 


IRELAND: the Rev. James Rowland Boyd, Belfast, Presbyterian. 


Jorth American section (22) | 


_ (Methodist) Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Washington, D. C., one of the five outgoing Council presidents; Bishop Wil- 
iam C. Martin, Dallas, Tex., president of the National Council of Churches, Charles C. Parlin, New York attorney and 
hairman of the Assembly’s public relations committee; Mrs. Frank G, Brooks, Mount Veron, Iowa, national president 
f the Woman’s Society of Christian Service; Bishop Decatur W. Nichols, Philadelphia, African Methodist Episcopal 
church, 


(Lutheran) Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, New Rochelle, N. Y., president of the United Lutheran Church in America; Dr. 
enry F, Schuh, Columbus, Ohio, president of the American Lutheran Church; Dr. Petrus Olof Bersell, Minneapolis, 
inn., president emeritus of the Augustana Lutheran Church. 


(Presbyterian) Dr. Eugene C, Blake, Philadelphia, stated clerk of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
n the U.S.A.; Dr. Ralph Waldo Lloyd, president of Maryville (Tenn.) College and moderator of the Presbyterian (U.S.A.) 
reneral Assembly; Francis P. Miller, a layman of Charlottesville, Va., and moderator of the Virginia Synod, Presbyter- 
an Church in the U.S. 


(Protestant Episcopal) Bishop Angus Dun, Washington, D.C.; President Nathan M. Pusey of Harvard University, 
‘am bridge, Mass, 


(Baptist) Dr, Reuben E. Nelson, New York, general secretary of the American Baptist Convention; Mrs. Leslie 
wain, Craigville, Mass., lay member of the American Baptist Convention’s general council; Dr. Joseph H. Jackson, 
hicago, president of the National Baptist Convention. 


tral Committee’s 
American section (Continued) 


Also Dr. James Edgar Wagner, Philadelphia, president of the Evangelical and Reformed Church; Dr. George W. Buck- 
#, Indianapolis, an executive secretary of the International Convention of the Disciples of Christ; Dean Liston Pope of 
e University, New Haven, Conn., of the Congregational Christian Churches; Dr. Michael R. Zigler of Elgin, IlJ., now 
tioned in Geneva as European service director for the Church of the Brethren. 


Dr. W. W. Judd, Toronto, general secretary of social service for the Church of England in Canada, and Dr, Clarence 
cholson, Halifax, principal of the United Church of Canada’s Pine Hill Divinity Hall. 


SITORS PROGRAM: 
tCOND WEEK 


The Accredited Visitors program continued during the second week of the Assembly: 


TURDAY, AUGUST 21: ‘‘Ecumenical Fellowship and Race Relations’”’ 


Participants in the panel were: 


_ Rev. Comelius Brink, Chairman of the Federal Council of the Dutch Reformed Church, South Africa; Alan Paton, au- 
or of Cry the Beloved Country and vice-chairman of South Africa’s Liberal Party; Dr. Jesse J. McNeil of the National 
aptist Convention (USA); Rev. John J. Cunningham, President of Davidson College (N.C.); Pastor Gerhard Brennecke of 
e Evangelical Church of Germany. Dr. J. L. Dunstan, General secretary of the Hawaiian Evangelical Association, 

ted as moderator. Mr. Paton told the visitors that the Christian Chutch has three duties in respect to race: (1) that of 
witnessing within the Church and to the world that Christ came to all men’’, (2) that of judging - - ‘‘a duty of condemning 
rery injustice in matters of race,’’ and (3) that of ‘‘awakening its own members to their responsibilities as Christians 
the world, and strengthening them in every effort that they make for justice and for peace.’’ 


The Rev. Cunningham, commenting on the recent U.S. Supreme Court decision declaring segregation in public schools 
constitutional, said, ‘‘The attitude of our churches in the South, where the problem must be worked out, has been tre- 
endously inspiring. I know of no church in the South which has not acted in complete approval of the position of the 
jpreme Court. I think the ecumenical spirit of our age has had a part in this understanding of our churches.’ 


INDAY, AUGUST 23: ‘The Ecumenical Fellowship and International Relations’’ 
Many Latin Americans feel that in Guatamala the ‘‘principle of non-intervention was not very carefully kept,’? accord- 
g to Dr. Gonzalo Baez-Camargo of The Methodist Church of Mexico. 


The panel on which he spoke was moderated by Dr. Marjorie Reeves, lecturer in History at Oxford University, and 

So included Dr. Hermann Kunst, representative of the Evangelical Church in Germany to the Bonn government; Francis 
Sayre, former United States Assistant Secretary of State and former Ambassador to the United Nations; Dr. Surjit Singh 
the United Church of North India; Canon Max Warren of the Church of England; and Pasteur Jean Westphal, vice- presi- 
nt of the Protestant Federation of France. 


Dr. Baez-Camargo said that while he was glad to get rid of the Communists in Guatamala, he wondered if the new gov- 
ament would not merely postpone the problem. ‘‘A simple policy of repression will not stop Communism,’’ he commented. 
jocially progressive governments are the best bulwark of democracy.’’ 


Listing the Dominican Republic, Cuba, Nicarauga, Honduras, Venezuela, and Peru as dictatorships, Dr. Baez-Camargo 
ised the question whether the concept of continental defense was not being used to keep bad governments in power. 
Ve should be aware’’, he cautioned, of the danger of supporting regimes just because they claim to be anti-communist. 


On United States foreign policy, Dr. Sayre said that “‘certain Americans are absurdly afraid of Communism.’’ He added 
at ‘‘McCarthy does not any more express American policy than he does Christian policy.’’ 


Pastor Westphal praised Premier Pierre Mendes-France as ‘‘an honest and courageous man seeking to reunite France to 
come an agent of peace in the world.”’ 


Dr. Kunst stressed that Germany does not want militarization. Calling the Nazi regime ‘‘a period of nationalism, one 
the most terrible things that can afflict any nation,’’ he said that West Germany was prepared to surrender part of its 
vereignty to aid European unity. ‘‘We Germans are separated by an Iron Curtain,’’ he added ‘‘We are agreed that we must 
me together again, but this cannot be done by the way of war.’’ 


‘India is not an ideological vacuum,’’ said Dr, Surjit Singh. ‘‘Gandhism is the Indian ideology, and it contains a Chris- 
in element which was consciously assimilated by Gandhi and those who followed him.”’ 


In opening the discussion, Canon Warren proposed a three-point program for Christians to follow in this field. Chris- 
ns should work to bring about conditions of trust and objective justice; should be concerned to bring about a responsible 
ciety; and should promote a more adequate knowledge of the facts, he said. 

Dr. Elfan Rees, the Council’s advisor on refugee affairs, indicated that only three solutions appear. They are: inte- 
ation, emigration and destitution. 


‘Destitution haunts thousands of refugees while they wait for emigration in countries to which food cannot be sent,” 
said. ‘‘The United Nations Refugee Emergency Fund is their only hope. It is a voluntary fund to which governments 
y contribute at will, and is intended to deal only with emergencies. 


“It is not easy for me to be critical in a host country,’’ he continued, ‘‘particularly one whose record of internation- 
charity since the war moves half the world to eternal gratitude and the other half to mock indignation, Yet I am bound 


NDAY, AUGUST 23: ‘‘Ecumenical Fellowship and International Relations’’ (continued) 


say that only last week the U.S. Congress - influenced, I am sure by lack of time and of appreciation of the situation 
,er than by lack of sympathy - rejected the request of the Administration to vote $500,000 to this fund. 


“By so acting America has exposed to the possibility of starvation thousands of refugees were it not for the charity of 
other nations which have indicated their intention of bearing their share of international responsibility for these tragic 
ple.’’ 

“In the last six years,’’ he told the accredited visitors,’*‘more than half of the expellees in West Germany have found 
gloyment and the aged and handicapped are now cared for by the thousands in special homes. This miracle has been 
ught about by the various agencies in the face of handicaps deemed in 1948 to be ‘impossible’.’’ He added that 100,000 
those refugees who have become Americans, 34,500 who have been absorbed in Canada and Australia, and countless 
ers who have been settled elsewhere have been provided for entirely through the World Council of Churches and related 
ich organizations. 

“Last year alone, 297,040 refugees crossed the Iron Curtain to register in West Berlin and other hundreds of thousands 
taped into Western Germany,’’ he said. ‘‘In the Near East the problem of the Palestinian Arab refugees continues to be 
leviled by politics. 871,000 had been uprooted at the time of the Amsterdam assembly. The same people are in the same 
ups, caves and hovels six years later. The only change has come through the death of the aged and the birth of the little 
ss who replace and exceed them by thirty thousand annually. 

“To the millions of refugees in all parts of the world, Asia has added a great proportion within recent years, The prob- 
of the twenty thousand European refugees who are seeking, with hundreds of thousands of Asiatics, to escape from 
nmunist China by way of Hongkong continues to grow. The World Council of Churches has helped resettle thousands of 
se and is working desperately to care for more.’’ 


ESDAY, AUGUST 24: ‘‘Our Daily Work and our God-Given Callings.’”’ 


Mr. Irwin Miller, a lay member of the Disciples of Christ and Chairman of the Board of Cummine Engine Company of 
lumbus, Indiana, speaking on ‘‘Laymen Discover Their Vocation,’’ pointed out that he was limiting his definition of 
yman’’ entirely to ‘‘the American businessman.”’ 

The American layman, he asserted, is giving evidence ‘‘that he has recognized the inadequacy of the self-centered and 
ferial principles of action which were his inheritance... but has not yet discovered the clear call of Christ to be the 
ficient guide which he seeks.” 

The problems, he felt, are to be found not in ‘‘changes which have taken place in the content of the jobs and the pro- 
sions,’’ but in the fact that today’s workers are changed. ‘‘By overemphasizing the change in the content of today’s job: 
miss the profoundly significant and startling change in today’s men.”’ 

If we are to “‘understand the American businessman, his problems, and his present frame of mind,’’ he said, we must 
e attention to ‘‘two neglected facts.”: The American businessman ‘‘has an acute and profound understanding of the 
ure and importance of change. . . He ‘‘no sooner builds a product than he loses interest in it and turns his whole atten- 
n to an effort to ‘obsolete it’.’’ Also, ‘‘In place of the old concept of master and servant, there is a growing acceptance 
the right of the worker and his organization to a voice in the conduct of business.’’ 

A second fact, Mr. Miller pointed out, is that ‘‘the American businessman talks one way and acts another, and the way 
acts is more important than the way he talks, ‘‘He talks in a manner that appears to be implacably conservative, but his 
ions are more and more responsible actions.”’ 


Canon Richardson, of Derby Cathedral, England, professor of theology at the University of Nottingham, spoke on ‘‘What. 
Bible Teaches About Work.”’ 

‘The Book of Genesis does not teach that work is a curse,’’ he said. ‘‘In the stories or parables of the Creation man 
put into the world to be a worker.’’ Though work has lost its original joyous character, it remains ‘‘a divine ordinance 
human life.’? This is assumed rather than argued in every part of the Bible, he said. 

Canon Richardson said that the commandment, ‘‘Six days shalt thou labor and do all thy work,’’ need not be taken as 
‘condemnation of the five-day week.’’ Its intention is that ‘‘an honest week’s work is the God-ordained duty of every 
ne 29 

Canon Richardson said that the Bible never regards work as degrading, nor does it romanticize it.’’ 


On the same program, Dr. Elisabeth Schwartzhaupt, member of the Federal Parliment of Germany as representative of 
> Christian Democratic Union said in part: 

“In Germany, during the days of National Socialism, almost everyone employed was directly confronted with the ques- 
n as to what extent his career might be acceptable in God’s eyes. Almost every thinking Christian was forced to ask 
nself whether he did not directly or indirectly, through his daily work, assume joint responsibility for events for which 

did not wish to be held accountable. He was touched by this problem even in apparently so ‘“‘ethical’’ a profession as 
at of a doctor, or in so ‘‘neutral’’ an occupation as that of a miner. This quest for the meaning of our daily work did not 
»p with the war. It became clear that it was not just National Socialism alone which gave us Christians grounds for 
estioning. Even now, with a task which at first glance seems to entail no ethical problem, that of rebuilding a destroy- 
‘country, and of reestablishing an interrupted order, we are again faced with the question: ‘Are we really obedient to 
2 will of God as Christians in our occupations?”’ 

The printing of this issue of The Ecumenical Press Service is a contribution of 
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OMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS WANTS 
EACEFUL COMPETITION AND GROWING COOPERATION 


The accomplishments and hopes of The Commission of The Churches on International Affairs were outlined briefly 
y Dr. O. Frederick Nolde at the Plenary Session on August.20. Dr. Nolde is director of the Commission, a joint agent 
f the World Council of Churches and the International Missionary Council. 


‘“‘Christians recognize that the main contribution of the churches to peace among men and nations lies in the stead- 
ist proclamation of the Gospel at home and to the uttermost parts of the world, and in the growing solidarity of a Chris- 
an fellowship which transcends race, class, and national frontiers,’? stated Dr. Nolde. Against the background of that 
onviction the Commission has a two-fold task: ‘‘to build an organization which would express an effective and timely 
hristian witness to the world of nations, and to offer such help for the solution of international problems as may be de- 
ved from the Christian faith and the experience of the churches.”’ 


Some of the accomplishments of the Commission have been: (1) An acceptable standard of religious freedom, incor- 
orated in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations. (2) The initiation of the idea of the Peace 
bservation Commission which was later approved and developed by the United Nations. (3) The saving of the Interna- 
onal Refugee Organization from premature abandonment by the United Nations, which resulted in the establishment of 
1e Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. Other specific accomplishments are the influences 
gerted in Korea at the time of conference on armistice arrangements, in Berlin at the Foreign Ministers Conference, and 
1e Geneva Asian Conference. 


Dr. Nolde stated that ‘‘in this cooperative witness under the World Council of Churches and the [nternational Mission- 
ry Council, a new world peace movement is progressively developing - a movement which is rooted ie the life of the 
hurches and which seeks to express the meaning of the Christian faith for relations among nations.’ 


rowing cooperation. . . . If competition can go forward peacefully, any system should be given the opportunity to demon- 
trate its worth . . . Competition will also require the clear recognition of a fundamental ideological conflict. Marxist 
‘ommunism in its orthodox philosophy is atheistic in its conception of ultimate reality and materialistic in its view of 
an and his destiny. Its violent revolutionary strategy and its totalitarian practices disregard the sacredness of human 
ersonality. On issues of faith the Christian cannot compromise, and those who on other than Christian grounds hold to 
he dignity and worth of the individual man will not yield, The World Council of Churches has taken the position that 
otalitarianism is false in doctrine and dangerous in practice. This applies to totalitarianism wherever it appears and in 
jhatever form.”’ 


Dr. Nolde outlined several points by which the Commission expects that peaceful competition leading to cooperation 
an be advanced, (1) Purposeful Negotiation (2) An End of Imperialism (3) Human Dignity (4) Reduction and International 
egulation of Armaments. (5) The development of an Intemational Family (6) Domestic Society. 
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‘HE TENSIONS OF THE WORLD - 9 
.ND OUR UNITY IN CHRIST 


Evanston, Aug. 27. Bishop Eivind Berggrav, one of the retiring presidents of the World Council of Churches, Arch- 
ishop Michael of the Eastern Orthodox Churches of North and South America, and Mrs. John Karefa-Smart, an American 
om Negro, now serving in the church in West Africa with her doctor husband, discussed ‘‘The Tensions of the World 
nd Our Unity in Christ’’ at the Plenary Session Friday night, Aug, 27. 


Bishop Berggrav made it clear at the beginning that there is no distinction in his mind between the concept “world”? 
nd some kind of an environment in which the church lives called ‘‘sacred.’’ ‘‘I do not consider the world to be the sec- 
lar place as distinguished from the sacred soil of the Church,’’ he said. ‘‘Indeed the Church of Christ finds itself ex- 
ctly where mankind is living.’’ 


He went on to say that tensions within and among the churches have contributed, and still do, to the tensions out- 
ide the Church. The differences over inter-communion were cited as an example of tensions within the Church. ‘‘Christ 
roclaimed his hearty desire to all his followers to gather with them around his communion table. Now consider what is 
ie actual situation today and long has been. The churches have succeeded in producing the very strongest tensions and 
ivisions among themselves and in the world, precisely by means of what Christ offered them as his own life’s heritage 
y make bonds of unity strong among them.’’ 


However, tensions are not necessarily wrong in themselves, explained Bishop Berggrav. He suggested that tensions 
nong Christians might be Christian. ‘‘It is when sin enters that they become destructive,’’ said the Bishop. ‘‘Even 
msions between men or between nations may be according to God’s plan for life to keep it growing and vital and to in- 
nire it.’’ It is when fear and anger are a part of tension that it becomes sin. Love is creative and tensions which exist 
| love can be part of God’s will. ‘‘There may be differences of opinion, differences about what we like or dislike, but 
ot anger, no envy, no irritation. Because in the unity of Christ, love is the constructive and over-ruling factor.”’ 


“Our unity in Christ does not call upon us to become one uniform church. Divisions in thought or tradition, as well 
3 those divisions provoked because truth has been revealed to us differently, do not in themselves cut us off from each 
her if we are in this unity of Christ. 


Archbishop Michael characterized the contemporary world as ‘‘two opposing and hostile camps,’’ ‘‘the world of the 
aterialistic explanation and concept of life’? and ‘‘the world whose people are free to believe whatever they wish.”’ 
e stated that the world which finds itself under Communist tyranny teaches us some great truths pertinent to the 
eme ‘‘The Tensions of the World and our Unity in Christ.’? God has allowedCommunismin order to teach us -- to teach 
3 the necessity of total commitment based on faith. 


‘‘Communism is without any doubt whatever, the greatest rival to Christianity that has yet been seen upon this earth. 
nd just as Christ asks for and wants the whole man, so also does Communism ask for and want the whole man,’’ with 
course, the difference that the Communist demands obedience and Christ asks for voluntary obedience. 


The Archbishop also pointed out differences of attitude within the World Council which produce tension. ‘‘We Orth- 
lox were rather astonished to read a few months ago... that certain churches are reportedly preparing missionaries 
hom they would dispatch to the lands beyond the Iron Curtain, once the Curtain of course has fallen, especially to 
ussia, whose population belongs practically in its entirety to the Eastern Orthodox Church. Permit me to say in the 
me of my Orthodox brethren that this concern shown by some Churches is most disquieting to us and saddens us pro- 
undly - because we believe that this interest is derived from selfish motives, from motives entirely incompatible with 
e€ spirit of love and of mutual understanding that should characterize not only every Christian but generally everyone 
this world...” 


Archbishop Michael called the different churches and denominations in the World Council to ‘‘take the initiative in 
e effort to foster among men the Christian spirit of love and cooperation... 


Mrs, John Karefa-Smart called upon the churches working in Africa to become ‘‘the Church,’’ for otherwise, she 
arned, “‘Christian effort faces again the possibility of recession and even suppression by a society whose deepest 
eds remain unmet.’’ 


Mrs, Karefa-Smart outlined the ‘‘three kinds of tension that strain the fabric of society in tropical Africa’: (1) ‘‘the 
tuggles for independence and self-determination in political and economic life out of which have been born exclusive 
titudes and the cultivation within groups of a will to power.’’ (2) the churches’ contribution to the tensions of Tropi- 
il African society by continuing to be irrelevant to many of the situations more effectively administered to by other 
ligions. Most serious of all, she said, ‘‘is the degree to which we Christians have professed to have answers to ur- 
nt needs without letting God use us in a demonstration of what those answers are, The world has not missed the 
spartity between our profession and our practice.’’ (3) ‘‘the efforts of the churches in relation to advancing Islam 
id growing secular materialism.’’ Discussing the problems raised by the resurgence of Islam and its appeal to the 
ndamental needs of the people, she reported that ‘‘Christian effort has still to result in evangelism that checks or turns 
ack the tide of Muslim advance. In some areas it is being engulfed by it.’’ 


Mrs. Karefa-Smart concluded with an appeal for church unity in tropical Africa. She called more especially for ‘‘the 
organization of church life along communal lines and the achievement of unity between the divided and isolated 


sctions of African Christendom.’’ 


N ane 


ELEGATE SUCCOMBS 
0 HEART ATTACK 


_ Mr. Forrester-Paton, 71, moderator of the United Free Church of Scotland, and president of the World’s Alliance of 
MCA’s, died suddenly, Wednesday night, from a heart attack, after being stricken on a bus taking delegates from McGaw 
emorial Hall after the evening’s plenary session. A physician was summoned immediately and oxygen administered, but 
forts to revive him failed. Though afflicted with heart trouble, Mr. Forrester-Paton appeared to be in good health and 
id taken part in the discussion on Wednesday in the Section on International Affairs. 


Born on January 30, 1883, he was an official of the woolen firm of Baldwin-Paton, with knitting mills in many parts of 
e world. He had been president of the World’s Alliance of YMCA’s since 1947, succeeding Dr. John R. Mott. He was 
so treasurer of the International Fellowship of Reconciliation. 


Mr. Forrester-Paton is survived by his wite, who remained at their home in Alloa, Scotland, and several children. 


Instructions from the family concerning funeral arrangements are being awaited. 


DIO AND TELEVISION 
YVERAGE OF THE ASSEMBLY 


Audiences ranging as large as ten million saw persons and incidents of the World Council Assembly in some of the 
levision programs broadcast in the United States and Canada. Additional television audiences are glimpsing the Assem- 
y in film clips and the documentary film being airmailed for overseas television networks. 


Radio coverage in the U. S. and Canada has been even greater and the overseas radio broadcasting of the Assembly 
S been so extensive as to stagger the imagination. The Good News of God has leaped mountains and gone through 
sed doors into millions of homes in almost every section of the earth. There have been more than 200 broadcasts. 
is has been the most extensive religious broadcasting operation in history. 


Fifty accredited broadcasters have been cooperating with the 30-member staff of the World Council’s Broadcasting sub- 
mmittee, headed by the Rev. James W. Kennedy. These broadcasters have been preparing and transmitting in many lan- 
ages interviews and round table discussions among delegates and excerpts of major addresses, At a midway point in 
3 proceedings 5,000 feet of motion picture film had been shot and 750 reels of magnetic tape had been used. 


Installation of the electronics equipment and the engineering operation were arranged by Professor Don Feddersen of 
Northwestern University faculty. The combined broadcasting effort has required 20 high-fidelity microphones, 17 tape- 
orders, five studios, six special interconnecting program lines from McGaw Hall to the speech building and Speech annex 
i fourteen specially installed telephones as well as motion picture cameras, lights and other equipment. 


A 14% minute documentary, 16 mm sound, black and white motion picture, featuring activities and personalities will be 
ilable about October 1, through the World Council offices, Likewise in preparation is a 56 minute recording on a 33 1/3 
disc of the story and spirit of the Assembly through the actual voices of participants. 


ONZE PLAQUE 
MMEMORATES ASSEMBLY 


A bronze plaque commemorating the holding of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches on the campus of 


thwestern University here will be set in a wall of McGaw Memorial Hall, where all plenary sessions have taken place 
ing the 17-day meeting. 


The plaque was presented to Northwestern University in a brief formal ceremony at the opening of the plenary session, 
Friday, August 27. The presentation was made by the Rt. Rev. G. K. A. Bell, Bishop of Chichester of the Church of 
gland, and retiring chairman of the World Council’s Central Committee, 


The plaque actually consists of two bronze discs, each 11 inches in diameter, and is identical, except for size, with 
Souvenir medallions presented earlier to all those in official attendance at the Assembly. 


Executed from the original mold made by sculptor Thomas G. LoMedico of New York, the plaque symbolizes the unity 
ill Churches in Christ. One disc bears the inscription, ‘‘World Council of Churches Second Assembly, Northwestern | 
versity, Evanston, Illinois,’ engraved around the edges of the World Council’s insignia, the ecumenical ship. 


The second disc attempts to portray the diversity of traditions within Christianity by showing church buildings from 
over the world, with an inset of McGaw Hall in the foreground. ‘‘Christ - the Hope of the World,’’ the main theme of 
Second Assembly is inscribed on this second disc. 


Northwestem University has been host to the Assembly’s approximately 2,000 participants, including delegates, ac- 
jited visitors, consultants, youth consultants and staff, and the facilities of its extensive campus have been used for 
many and varied activities connected with the Assembly. 


McGaw Memorial Hall is named for the late Rev. Francis A. McGaw, minister and missionary. His son, Foster G, McGaw, 
ctor of McCormick Theological Institute in Chicago, is a consultant to the Assembly from the Presbyterian Church in 
U.S.A. He contributed $400,000 of the $1,300,000 cost of the newly-constructed hall, being used for the first time by 
Assembly, and which will later become the university’s field house, 


t is planned to present a similar plaque to First Methodist Church, site of all the worship services of the Assembly, 
will be done when the Central Committee holds its first sessions at the church on Sept. 1 and 2. 


CHANGE 4 
wW.C.C. BASIS 


The World Council of Churches has decided not to make any change in its basis at the present Assembly. The basis, 
it stands at present, describes the Council as ‘‘a fellowship of Churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God 

id Saviour.’’ The form of words was adopted officially when the Council was constituted at Amsterdam in the Nether- 
ds in 1948, 


Proposals to amend the basis must be reviewed by the Central Committee and notice of any proposed changes must 
: sent to the constituent churches not less than six months before a meeting of the Assembly. 


_ On this occasion the Central Committee, after examining three proposed changes, decided not to communicate them to 
1 the churches but to withhold its assent to the proposed alterations and report its decision to the Assembly for approval. 
ne three proposals came from the Remonstrant Brotherhood in Holland, the Religious Society of Friends of Philadelphia 
ISA) and the Presbyterian: Church in Australia, The Remonstrant Brotherhood has since withdrawn its petition in the be 
ef that it might be more suitably regarded for later consideration if the matters raised by the suggested change were 
ore fully discussed among the member churches of the Council in advance, 
a 

A further suggestion for addition has recently come from the Church of Norway to provide for reference to the Bible, 
ie Basis, under this rewording, would read; ‘‘The World Council of Churches is a fellowship of churches, which, in 
scordance with Holy Scripture, confess our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour’’, The proposal was made too late for 
view by the Central Committee and will be referred to the new Central Committee for study and report. 


"The sub-committee to which three of the proposed amendments were referred reported that it could not recommend ac- 
yn upon the suggested changes since ‘‘these would not be in fact within the Christological principle’’ adopted at Amster- 
m, and this was approved by the Central Committee as its judgment also. 


Because of ‘‘many widespread misunderstandings concerning the purpose and function of the Basis,’’ the Committee 
lt it might be ‘‘useful to state anew just what the World Council means by a Basis,’’ and a tentative draft statement is 
ing Submitted to the Assembly on the subject. 


According to the statement, three points are emphasized in the basis: 


*(1) It indicates the nature of the fellowship which the churches in the Council seek to establish among themselves. 
lé¢ churches enter into relation with each other, because there is a unity given once for all in the person and work of 
eir common Lord and because the Living Lord gathers His people together. 


*(2) It provides the orientation point for the work which the World Council itself undertakes... 
**(3) It indicates the range of the fellowship which the churches in the Council seek to establish.’’ 


The future of the discussion of the Basis was determined along these lines when the report of the World Council’s 
king committee on General Policy was approved on Friday, August 27. 


S.C.F. MEETS, 
SITS ASSEMBLY 


Two hundred Christian graduate students and faculty from twenty-six nations convene this week for a special confer- 
ce in conjunction with the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


The conference is organized by the World’s Student Christian Federation so that faculty and graduate students of many 
urches and countrids may have opportunity to witness the plenary sessions of the World Council Assembly and discuss 
€ Significance of the Assembly for Christians in the universities of the world. 


The World’s Student Christian Federation, which is often called a forerunner of the World Council of Churches, was 
unded in 1895 under the leadership of John R, Mott, distinguished American layman, now Honorary President of the World 
uuncil of Churches, 


Student Christian movements in fifty five countries of the world and in every major church now participate in the life 
d work of the Federation. In the United States fifteen national student movements are related to the Federation through 
e United Student Christian Council of the National Council of Churches. 


In addition to attending major Assembly sessions, Federation delegates will hold separate sessions at the National 
lege of Education in Evanston for Bible study, discussion of Assembly themes, and meetings with World Council 
aders. Among WCC leaders scheduled to address the Federation conference are Lutheran Bishop Hans Lilje of Germany; 
. D. T. Niles, of the Methodist Church of Ceylon, and Chairman of the Federation; Mr. M. M. Thomas, Youth Secretary 
the Mar Thoma Church of India; Dr, Frederick Nolde of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs; Presi- 
nt Benjamin Mays of Moorhouse College; Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, Director of the WCC Ecumenical Institute; WCC Associate 
neral Secretary Robert Mackie; and M. Philippe Maury, General Secretary of the Federation. 


The Rev. Scott Jones, assistant at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Evanston, and former USCC Chairman, will pre- 
e at the conference. 


“MODEL’’ BUDGET SENT 5 
TO NEW CENTRAL COMMITTEE 


A new annual budget of $441,000 was adopted on Saturday, August 28, by the Second Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches. In addition to this, more than $2,000,000 is being spent annually in a relief program for refugees admin- 
istered by the Council for its member churches and other agencies. 


The budget was submitted by the Rev. Dr. Eugene C. Blake, Philadelphia, chairman of the Finance Committee. It 
will go next to the Central Committee for analysis and a final vote. The general budget is designed as a ‘‘model’’ to 
guide the Central Committee in administering Council business. ‘‘It provides neither a ceiling nor a floor,’? Dr. Blake 
said, The Central Committee which will meet here September 1-2, also votes the annual budgets between international 
assemblies. 


The remainder of $21,000 is a bookkeeping transfer from the Department of Inter-Church Aid. 


Major provisions of the 1955 budget call for: $125,000 for the Division of Ecumenical Action - - youth, lay and 
women’s work, and the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, Switzerland; $106,500 for the secretariat in Geneva, New York 
and the Far East; $55,000 for the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA); $54,000 for the Divis- 
ion of Studies - - evangelism, church and society, faith and order programs; $50,000 for reserves, contingencies and 

the next Assembly; $34,000 for a new Department of Informafion with offices in Geneva and New York. 


The Council faces a major problem, it was reported, in lack of ready cash to meet ongoing expenses of its wide- 
spread refugee operation, pending receipt of church pledges and agency grants. This division channels inter-church 


giving and funds of other agencies for various health, welfare and educational projects, and the resettlement of dis- 
placed persons. 


The Council itself resettled 8,8881 refugees in 1953 at a cost of approximately $2,500,000. Churches contributed 
$400,000 for this purpose and the rest - - $4.00 for every church dollar - - came from other sources, such as the United 
States Escapee Program, the Ford Foundation, the United Nations. 


‘‘There is very real reason for rejoicing in the fact that the World Council has been permitted to carry out this sig- 
nificant program in the name of the member churches,’’ said Frank Northam, director of the Department of Finance and 
Administration in Geneva, in a separate report. The number of refugees relocated is expected to be even larger this 
year, Northam said, the churches having increased their contributions to $450,000. 


The Assembly approved a request to member churches for the provision of an operating fund for the refugee program, 
by either an advance payment against future contributions or special non-recurring gifts. 


The Assembly also expressed its ‘gratitude and appreciation”? to U. S. churches, the people of Evanston, and ‘‘all 
those who by their labors and gifts have enriched the program of the Assembly.’’ 


The report stated that $307,000 was raised by the Council for the Evanston Assembly. In addition, the Evanston 
“Committee of 100’’ raised $30,000 for its ‘‘host budget’’. Also, $75,000 which was spent on the Soldier Field festival, 
was financed jointly by the Church Federation of Greater Chicago and the U. S. Conference of the World Council. 


The Assembly expressed its gratitude to Methodist Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam of Washington, D, C., one of the 
Council’s outgoing presidents and the retiring chairman of the Finance Committee, 


MLLE. BAROT REPORTS 
ON ROLE OF WOMEN 


“The World Council should seek to work toward a more complete integration of both sexes into the life of the Church,” 
asserted Miss Madeleine Barot, in her report to the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches on the Commission 
on the Life and Work of Women in the Church, of which she is secretary. 


Miss Barot suggested adopting the name ‘‘Department on the Co-operation of Men and Women in Church and Society,” 
in order to avoid giving the false impression that this was a ‘‘Women’s Department.”’ 


Taking note of the changing character of Women’s participation in economic, social, and political life of the last 
three decades, she urged pastors ‘‘to help men and women to get through the difficult stage where it is necessary for 
them to find a new way of living, without the protection of traditions, which were successful in their day but which do 
not apply to this generation.’’ 


Equality between men and women does not mean identity, she said, ‘‘The day of aggressive feminism. . has passed,” 
She suggested that the Commission’s work should now go forward in two directions: 


“1, To promote among men and women. . the study of questions affecting the relationship, the co-operation and the 
common service of men and women in the churches and in society; helping women to make their contribution to the total 
life of the churches and at the same time to encourage the churches to accept the contribution of women to a fuller extent 


and in more varied ways. 


**2. To foster an ecumenical outlook in women’s organizations in the various churches and countries, to promote co- 
operation among them and to secure their participation in the ecumenical movement as a whole.’’ 


Miss Barot said that ‘‘for some reason women seem to have an even more intense desire for unity, world Christian 
fellowship and mutual help than do men.’’ Noting the larger proportion of women at the Evanston Assembly than at Am- 
sterdam, she nevertheless asserted that ‘‘we cannot expect women to confine their ecumenical activities to the realms 
now open to them in the World Council of Churches and in their own churches.”’ 
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ESSAGE FROM THE SECOND ASSEMBLY put le 


THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, Olga Nahlik 
INSTON, August, 1954 


To all our fellow Christians, and to our fellowmen everywhere, we send greetings in the name of Jesus Christ. as the 
hope of the world, and desire to share that faith with all men. May God forgive us that by our sin we have often hidden 
this hope from the world. 


[In the ferment of our time there are both hopes and fears. It is indeed good to hope for freedom, justice, and peace, 
and it is God’s will that we should have these things. But He has made us for a higher end. He has made us for Him- 
self, that we might know and love Him, worship and serve Him. Nothing other than God can ever satisfy the heart of 
man. Forgetting this, man becomes his own enemy. He seeks justice but creates oppression. He wants peace, but 
drifts towards war. His very mastery of nature threatens him with ruin. Whether he acknowledgesit or not, he stands 
under the judgment of God and in the shadow of death. 


Here where we stand, Jesus Christ stood with us. He came to us, true God and true Man, to seek and to save. Though 
we were the enemies of God, Christ died for us. We crucified Him, but God raised Him from the dead. He is risen. He 
has overcome the powers of sin and death. A new life has begun. And in His risen and ascended power, He has sent 
forth into the world a new community, bound together by His Spirit, sharing His divine life, and commissioned to make 
Him known throughout the world. He will come again as Judge and King to bring all things to their consummation. Then 
we shall see Him as He is and know as we are known. Together with the whole creation we wait for this with eager hope, 
knowing that God is faithful and that even now He holds all things in His hand. 


This is the hope of God’s people in every age, and we commend it afresh today to all who will listen. To accept it is 
to turn from. our ways to God’s way. It is to live as forgiven sinners, as children growing in His love. It is to have 
our citizenship in that Kingdom which all man’s sin is impotent to destroy, that realm of love and joy and peace which 
lies about all men, though unseen. It is to enter with Christ into the suffering and despair of men, sharing with them 
the great secret of.that Kingdom which they do not expect. It is to know that whatever men may do, Jesus reigns and 
shall reign. 


With this assurance we can face the powers of evil and the threat of death with a good courage. Delivered from fear 
we are made free to love. For beyond the judgment of men and the judgment of history lies the judgment of the King 
who died for all men, and who will judge us according to what we have done to the least of his brethren. Thus our 
Christian hope directs us towards our neighbor. It constrains us to pray daily ‘‘Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven,”’ and to act as we pray in every area of life. It begets a life of believing prayer and expectant action, look- 
ing to Jesus and pressing forward to the day of His return in glory. 


Now we would speak through our member churches directly to each congregation. Six years ago our churches entered 
into a covenant to form this Council, and affirmed their intention to stay together. We thank God for His blessing on’ 
on our work and fellowship during these six years, We enter now upon a second stage. To stay together is not enough. 
We must go forward, As we learn more of our unity in Christ, it becomes the more intolerable that we should be divided. 
Ne therefore ask you: Is your church seriously considering its relation to other churches in the light of our Lord’s 
orayer that we may be sanctified in the truth and that we may all be one? Is your congregation, in fellowship with 
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MESSAGE OF SECOND ASSEMBLY (continued) 2 


sister congregations around you, doing all it can do to ensure that your neighbors shall hear the voice of the one : 
Shepherd calling all men into the one flock? : 


. 


The forces that separate men from one another are strong. At our meeting here we have missed the presence of 
Chinese Churches which were with us at Amsterdam. There are other lands and churches unrepresented in our 
Council, and we long ardently for their fellowship. But we are thankful that, separated as we are by the deepest 
political divisions of our time, here at Evanston we are united in Christ. And we rejoice also that, in the bond of 
prayer and a common hope, we maintain communion with our Christian brethren everywhere. 


tn 


It is from within this communion that we have to speak about the fear and distrust which at present divide our 
world, Only at the Cross of Christ, where men know themselves as forgiven sinners, can they be made one. It is 
there that Christians must pray daily for their enemies. It is there that we must seek deliverance from self-right- 
eousness, impatience and fear. And those who know that Christ is risen should have the courage to expect new 
power to break through every human barrier, 


: 
: 
| 


, It is not enough that Christians should seek peace for themselves. They must seek justice for others. Great mas- 
ses of people in many parts of the world are hungry for bread, and are compelled to live in conditions which mock 
their human worth. Does your church speak and act against such injustice? Millions of men and women are suffering 
segregation and discrimination on the ground of race. Is your church willing to declare, as this Assembly has de- 
clared, that this is contrary to the will of God and to act on that declaration? Do you pray regularly for those who 
suffer unjust discrimination on grounds of race, religion, or political conviction? 


* 


0. The Church of Christ is today a world-wide fellowship, yet there are countless people to whom He is unknown. How 
much do you care about this? Does your congregation live for itself, or for the world around it and beyond it? Does 
its common life, and does the daily work of its members in the world, affirm the Lordship of Christ or deny it? 


1. God does not leave any of us to stand alone. In every place He has gathered us together to be His family, in which 
His gifts and His forgiveness are received. Do you forgive one another as Christ forgave you? Is your congregation 
a true family of God, where every man can find a home and know that God loves him without limit? 


2. We are not sufficient for these things. But Christ is sufficient. We do not know what is coming to us. But we know 
Who is coming. It is He who meets us every day and who will meet us at the end -- Jesus Christ our Lord. 


3, Therefore we say to you: Rejoice in hope. . 


AIN THEME DOCUMENT REFERRED 
OR “STUDY, PRAYER, ENCOURAGEMENT’”’ 


Final action on the main theme of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches - - ‘Christ, The Hope of 
ie World’’ -- was taken at a plenary session Saturday night, August 28. 


Delegates unanimously adopted a statement on the Report of the Advisory Commission on the Main Theme, and both 
lis statement and the Report together with a full summary of group discussions on the subject during the Assembly, | 
ill be sent to the member churches for their “study, prayer and encouragement.”’ | 


_Two plenary sessions were originally scheduled for consideration of the statement, but debate carried over into 
vo additional sessions and it was finally approved three days later than had been expected. 


It has been said that no problem in the life of the Christian Church has had such widespread study and discussion 
3 the subject, ‘‘Christ, the Hope of the World.’? The process began at the meeting of the Central Committee of the 
orld Council of Churches in Toronto in 1950 where it was resolved that the Second Assembly should deal with the 
eme of the Christian Hope. The Central Committee then set up an Advisory Commission of theologians and laymen 
) do preliminary work on this theme and to prepare a document which would be the basis for consideration at the 
ssembly. 


The Advisory Commission held three week-long meetings in three successive summers. At the first and second 
eetings provisional reports were prepared which were sent to the churches and which led to widespread discussion 
| the churches. At its final meeting in August, 1953 the commission drew up its report to the Assembly. In doing so 
| made full use of the comments and reactions received from the churches. 


The Report was sent to the Assembly participants in May and was released to the general public in June. From 
at time until now the Report has had intensive and extensive debate in the churches and the religious press. 


The Advisory Commission was composed of the following members: Professor H.S. Alivisatos, Miss Leila Ander- 

n, Professor C.G, Baeta, Professor John Baillie, Professor Karl Barth, Dr. Kathleen Bliss, Professor Emil Brunner, 
ofessor Robert L. Calhoun, President Edgar M. Carlson, The Rev. Owen Chadwick, Professor V. E. Devadutt, Prof- 
ssor Paul Devanandan, Professor C. H. Dodd, Mr. T. S. Eliot, Professor G. Florovsky, Professor J. L. Hromadka, 
fessor H. Kraemer, President John A. Mackay, Professor Donald Mackinnon, Dr. Charles Malik, Professor Roger Mehl, 
, Francis P. Miller, Professor Paul Minear, Dean Walter Muelder, Bishop J. E. L. Newbigin, Professor Reinhold 

burth, The Rev. D. T. Niles, Professor Edmund Schlink, Professor G. F, Thomas, President H. P. Van Dusen, Pro- 
sor H. Vogel, Professor Gustav Wingren. (continued on following page) 


At the Evanston Assembly the theme, ‘‘Christ, The Hope of the World” was presented through two major addresses 3. 
t the first plenary session. These addresses were given by Professor Edmund Schlink and Professor Robert L. Calhoun. 
his presentation was followed by full discussion in 15 separate groups of delegates and consultants which met in four 
essions to discuss the contents of the Report and its disposition. A committee as appointed by the Assembly to repre- 
ent all these groups, to make appropriate recommendations to the Assembly growing out of the discussions, and finally, 
» submit a draft of a statement of the Assembly concerning the mainTheme. 


The final state in the process was the presentation of the “Statement of the Report?’ to the Plenary Sessions for fur- 
er discussion and adoption. This “Statement on the Report of the Advisory Commission on the Main Theme”’ is printed 
| this issue of Ecumenical Press Service: also excerpts from the six sections on the subthemes. 


For full texts of the main theme, subthemes, synopses of discussions, etc. inquire from the World Council offices in 
eneva or New York. 


TATEMENT ON THE REPORT OF THE 
DVISORY COMMISSION ON THE MAIN THEME 


' We are profoundly grateful for the work of the Advisory Commission. The Report exhibits a substantial ecumenical 
ysensus. It indicates the direction in which we must all move: away from ourselves towards Christ, our only hope, 
yay from human desires, doctrines and ideologies towards the Word of God which alone has eternal authority and power, 
yay from the godless self-centredness of this world towards the Kingdom of Christ. 


As we discussed the Report at this Assembly, sharp differences in theological viewpoint were expressed among us. 
onsidering the greatness of the Theme this fact should occasion no surprise. The nature of our disagreements and their 
ference to the contents of the Report are described in brief here and more fully in the Precis of our discussions. But 
en our difficulties provided us with a common bond, as, confronted by this great theme, we saw our differences and dis- 
eements become diverse insights into its richness. 


Our major criticism of the Report relates not so much to its substance but to its mode of expression; not to what is 
id, but to what is not said. We find that the note of joyous affirmation and radiant expectancy which should mark a 
atement of the Christian hope does not sufficiently illuminate the Report. We find certain important omissions: The 
esent work of the Holy Spirit in the Church and the world; specific reference to ‘‘signs of hope’’; adequate treatment of 
e theme of creation and cosmic redemption. 


We are not agreed on the relationship between the Christian’s hope here and now, and his ultimate hope. As the Precis 

our discussion clearly reveals, we are not satisfied with the presentation in the Report of the so-called ‘‘rival hopes’’. 
me held that a too sympathetic account has been given of these hopes, some ask for a more understanding treatment of 
em and many point out that the list is incomplete and should certainly include hopes which falsely bear the Christian 
me. We are not wholly satisfied with the treatment of the non-Christian religions and are not agreed on the correct def- 
ition of our hope as it applies to all who, while believers in God, do not know Him as revealed in Christ. There were 

iny who felt that the Report should emphasize more strongly the solidarity between the people of the Western world and 
ose of other continents. And some thought that too sharp a distinction was made between the Church and the World. 


_ The Report has engaged the full attention of the Assembly. It moved us not only to agreement and disagreement, but 
‘testimony. It is our desire that all who read it will be moved to give utterance to the Christian hope in their own words 
d with the additions which their thought and prayer discover. Our witness will thus become our united response to the 
sport for by its aid, and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we shall then speak together of the living Christ, the hope 
the world. The joyous word rings across the world and through all time: ‘‘Christ is risen’? We cry: ‘‘Christ is risen 
Jeed’’, 


Because Jesus Christ died and rose again for the world and will come again to renew it and judge it in His glory and 
ace, this world is anchored to Him with unshakable hope. He rules over all history by the power of His cross and resur- 
ction and nothing can pluck this world out of His hands. His eternal purpose of redemption will be brought to its com- 
ete consummation. Because Christ is the living Christ, He is able to meet us in every circumstance of life and every 
»od of our hearts. 


The Holy Spirit is living and working within men. The steadfastness of Christian men and women in their daily work 
d their courage in times of trouble are tokens of our hope in Christ. The fruits of the Gospel when it is proclaimed in 
2 world, the winning of the hearts and lives of men by Christ, are tokens of hope. A society which seeks to recognize 
man dignity, where there is an attempt to distribute justly the burden and benefit of labor, where there is effort to banish 
nger, war and despair, is a token of hope. 


All these witness to His coming: in our time where the Gospel is preached and the sacraments administered and the 
ly Spirit descends and dwells in us; and His coming in glory and triumph at the end of this age. 


The Church witnesses to this hope when it seeks, in unity with its Lord, to be His Church; when it is in the world as 
is in the world Who seeks all, saves all, serves all; when it manifests growing unity in its fellowship; when in its 
>ramental life, the bread and cup are truly shared across all barriers of Class and race, culture and wealth. 


It is in this perspective that the Report of the Advisory Commission is presented to the churches. It cannot be repre- 
ted as the only word of the Assembly onthis subject. It is, however, a creative and provocative ecumenical statement 
Christian hope for this day. And it is therefore, forwarded to the churches, with the commendation of this Assembly, 
their study, prayer and encouragement. 
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VANSTON ASSEMBLY STUDY SECTIONS 
ECTIONS REPORTS ADOPTED 


Evanston, Aug. 30. The final texts of the Evanston Assembly study sections were adopted at the plenary meeting 
iis morning, culminating a long period of preparation, presentation, discussion, drafting and redrafting for each of the 
ix sections. The work began several years ago with the appointment of a study commission for each of the six study 
ypics on the Evanston Assembly program: Faith and Order, Evangelism, The Responsible Society in a World Perspec- 
ye, International Affairs, Intergroup Relations and The Laity: The Christian in His Vocation. 


Each of these Commissions has produced three documents: an Introductory Leaflet outlining the scope of the topic, 
n Ecumenical Survey on recent Christian thinking and action, and a Working Paper for the use of the appropiate Section 
tthe Assembly. Each of these Commissions met for a week in 1953 in Geneva and again at the University of Chicago 
yr a week prior to the convening of the Assembly at Evanston. 


Delegates were given an opportunity ahead of time to register their field of personal interest in a one, two, three 
iority. Assignments to the study section were made upon the basis of personal choice as far as possible. The think- 
ig of the whole Assembly was stimulated in each of these areas by addresses of two or more authorities at plenary 
assions before the group discussion began. Each section then had a total of hours, in 5 two-hour schedules, to discuss 
1e Working Papers, to redraft the papers and prepare their final statement to the Assembly as a whole. After discussion 
| plenary meeting, the Section Reports went back to the drafting committees of their respective Sections for re-drafting 
itil the Assembly as a whole was satisfied and adopted the statement of the Section as their own statement. 


A brief summary of major points covered in each of the six reports follows: 
SCTION I : FAITH AND ORDER 


The report is divided into three parts; the first dealing with the oneness of the Church as grounded in the whole 
otk of Christ, the second dealing with the disunity of the churches, the third dealing with the action of faith. 


). Our oneness _in Christ. The New Testament conceives of the unity of the Church, not as sociological, but as hav- 
ig its essential reality in Christ Himself and in His indissoluble unity with His people... The New Testament speaks 
|many ways of the relationship of Christ and His people to describe their unity in Him... The New Testament thinks 
‘the one life of the Church as deriving from the whole Person and work of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord... From the 
sginning the Church has been given an indissoluble unity in Christ, by reason of His self-identification with His people 
, . Christ of His love and grace has given His Church such gifts as it needs for its growth from unity to unity ... the 
sriptures, the preaching of the.Word, Baptism and Eucharist, ... prayer, faith, hope and love... The fellowship of the 
hurch is not simply a human fellowship but fellowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ through the Holy 
jirit. .. The unity given to the Church is not for the sake of the Church as a historical society but for the sake of the 
orld... Jesus Christ has given to His Church not only Himself but also means of corporate life; Scriptures, Baptism, 
ucharist, Ministry of the Word. 


) Our Disunity as Churches. There is diversity which is not sinful but good because it reflects both the diversities 
‘gifts of the Spirit in the one Body and diversities of creation by the one Creator. But when diversity disrupts the 
anifest unity of the Body, then it changes its quality and becomes sinful division. ... (Do we) not sin when we deny 

e sole lordship of Christ over the Church by claiming the vineyard for our own, by possessing our ‘church’ for ourselves, 
regarding our theology, order, history, nationality etc., as our own ‘valued treasures’... 


) The Action of Faith. Together we suggest the following ways in which we are both united and divided as we seek 

be obedient: (i) we must try to understand the theological implications of this ecumenical fact (the World Council 
Churches) and to implement it in the concrete relations of neighbor churches. (ii) We must all listen together in the 
idst of our disunity to our one Lord speaking to us through Holy Scripture. (iii) We must consider frankly the influence 
social and cultural differences upon the matters of faith and order which cause divisions. (iv) We must speak the truth 
love with one another and practice that love towards those with whom we disagree. (v) We must learn afresh the im- 
ications of the one Baptism for our sharing in the one Eucharist. (vi) We must acknowledge beyond the bounds of our 

yn Church each ministry that preaches the Gospel of reconciliation as a means whereby Christ performs His saving deeds, 
ii) We must bear witness together to the GospelofHimwhohas already overcome our sins and divisions and who gra- 
ously uses sinners in His service. (viii) The measure of our concern for unity is the degree to which we pray for it. 


At Amsterdam we said that we intend to stay together. He has kept us together. He has shown Himself again as our 
ope. Emboldened by this Hope, we dedicate ourselves to God anew, that He may enable us to grow together. 


A separate statement of the Orthodox Delegates concerning Faith and Order was made by Archbishop Michael. The 
slegation, through their spokesman, outlined reasons for not being able to accept the statement of the Section of Faith 
rder, 


SCTION II : EVANGELISM 


I. The Evangelizing Church. Jesus Christ is the gospel we proclaim. . . We were hopeless about life and our place 
it; He has given us hope and filled our life with meaning . . ( We are) the Church of Christ on earth. . . To evangelize 
to participate in His life and in His ministry to the world... This ministry is the ministry of the risen and ascended 
irist: Christ as He is today ...In and by this ministry the Church lives in the power of the Holy Spirit whose work en- 
les and confirms its testimony . . .Therefore, whether it meet success or failure, closed doors or open doors, the Church 
its work of evangelism is delivered from bondage to visible results. The gospel is preached because the Lord is risen 


d the age of the Messiah begun... 


ae pe , 5 
Il. The Evangelistic Dimension, The people of God are in this world as the Church, and they are never alone with 


heir Lord in isolation from the world... Evangelism is no specialized or separable or periodic activity, but is rather 

a dimension of the total activity of the Church... Through all the aspects of its life the Church participates in Christ’s 
mission to the world, both partaking of the gospel and seeking to communicate it... But this witness of the Church to 
ts Lord is weakened by our faithlessness -- not least by our divisions . . . What then are the concerns of evangelism? 
Ine is surely so to proclaim the gospel that it will transform the groupings and patterns of society in which men and 
yomen are involved... Still another... is to bring people into the full life of the Church as expressed in a local con- 
segation... But underlying these concerns of evangelism is the bringing of persons to Christ as Savior and Lord... 


III. Communicating the Gospel. We must recognize that the first requisite for communicating the Gospel, is to be 
yossessed by the transforming power of Jesus Christ... The second requisite is that we must love our neighbor as he is 
. - Communication ... makes the following demands. Firstly, there must be encounter with the world. . . Secondly, there 
nust follow the speaking of a word which is intimately related to the problems of the individual in his world. .. Thirdly, 
oo often our words have been impostent because they have not been embodied in works of service, compassion and identif- 
cation. . . Fourthly, in order to possess the power to evangelize, the Church must nourish its life on the Bible. 


IV. Exploring Frontiers. The first area of evangelism is our own inner life... The laity stand at the very outposts 
f the Kingdom of God. They are the missionaries of Christ in every secular sphere. . . One of the most important areas 
~ evangelism is that of childhood and youth. . . New forms of specialized ministries are . . . such (as) chaplaincies to 
ospitals, prisons, the armed forces, industry, the universities and schools... it is urgent that the Church come to life 
n small neighborhoods, . . where neighbors, church and non-church, gather to think and pray. . . the Christian church 
just use (the media of mass-communication such as literature, art, cinema, radio, television, newspapers, magazines) 
. » serious thought should be given to a more realistic training of the ministry, including provision for the service of 
heological students in industry and agriculture, and the addition of social studies and field work to the curriculum. 


V. Non-Christian Faiths, The renascence of non-Christian religions and the spread of new ideologies necessitate 
‘new approach in our evangelizing task. .. The ambassador of Christ is primarily concemed not with the faith that a 
jan professes. .. but with him as he really is, a sinner like himself and one for whom Christ died. . . In our task of evan- 
ielism among the adherents of non-Christian religions we must proclaim the whole truth of the Christian gospel. . .The 
roclamation of the gospel and every argument to commend it must be accompanied by the demonstration of its trans- 
orming power. 


VI. Come Lord Jesus. The time of evangelism will not last forever; it will be succeeded by the time of the Kingdom 
ulfilled. The good news will not remain forever a promise made: it will become a promise kept. The gospel will not be 
he knowledge of the privileged few: it will be revealed to all. 


ECTION III] : THE RESPONSIBLE SOCIETY IN A WORLD PERSPECTIVE 


Christian social responsibility is grounded in the mighty acts of God, who is revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord... 
le has established with men a living relationship of commandment and promise in which they are called to live as men 
nd women in faithful obedience to His purpose. . . Man and all the powers of this world are under the sovereignty of 
heir Maker who calls men in families, societies, nations and all human groups to responsibility under Him... The 
hurches have come to realize that they have a duty to society as a part of their mission to the world. 


I. The Meaning of the Responsible Society. ... the responsible society is a society ‘where freedom is the freedom 
f men who acknowledge responsibility to justice and public order and where those who hold political authority or econ- 
mic power are responsible for its exercise to God and to the people whose welfare is affected by it.’ ‘Responsible 
ociety’ is not an alternative social or political system, but a criterion by which we judge all existing social orders and 
| the same time a standard to guide us in the specific choices we have to make... This report will deal mainly with 
arge-scale institutions, . . (But) the art of social living has to be learned in small groups... The most fundamental of 
rese is the family. For this reason the Churches must give strong waming against the widespread dismption of family 
ife, . . (Other small groups are) people cooperating in the same work or in the same factory, village community or tribal 
roup (and) the Christian congregation, (all of which provide opportunities for Christian action.) 


A. The Structure and Function of the State. Christians should work for the embodiment of the Responsible Society 
n political institutions by emphasizing the following: (1) Every person should be protected against arbitrary arrest or 
ther interference with elementary human rights, (2) Every person should have the right to express his religious, moral, 
nd political convictions. . . (3) Channels of political action must be developed by which the people can without re- 
ourse to violence change their governments. (4) Forms of association within society which have their own foundations 
nd principles should be respected, and not controlled in their inner life, by the state. . . At all stages of political de- 
elopment, . . a Christian community must act as a conscience for the nation... 


B. Problems of Economic Life. One of the most important features of the modern world is the way in which society 
as increasingly taken the control of economic affairs out of the sphere of ‘automatic responses.’ Full employment poli- 
‘es, the spread of state action in economic life, and the growing economic power of organized groups of employers, em- 
loyees, farmers, and professional people have brought great changes in the highly industrialized countries. . . The 
hurch is concerned with economic life, because of God’s concem for human beings who work to produce goods and 
srvices, who use them, and for whom business exists. The Church cannot uncritically support any particular form of 
ganization as it exists in any particular country, but should be especially concerned with the moral implications of 
ronomic life... 


6 
II]. The Church in Relation to Communist-Noncommunist Tension, Only as Christians work for social justice 


and political freedom for all, and rise above both fear and resentment, will they be fully able to meet the challenge of 
this conflict (between communists and non-communists. . . which affects the political and economic life of nearly 
every nation) It will be the task of the churches to point to the dangers inherent in the present situation: on the one 
hand the temptation to succumb to anti-communist hysteria and the danger of a self-righteous assurance conceming the 
political and social systems of the West. . . Christians in communist and non-communist countries are called to hold 
each other in special brotherly concern and prayer across all barriers, . , 


III]. The Problems in the Economically Underdeveloped Region. ... (1) political institutions must be developed 
which are strong enough to accomplish the needed social and economic changes while extending and promoting funda- 
mental human rights and freedom. . . (2) Absentee landlordism and other unjust forms of land tenure and privilege. . . 
must be abolished. (3) In order to raise standards of living underdeveloped countries properly insist upon developing 
industry. . . (4) The profound ethical, political and social issues (of redistribution of population and family planning) 
need to be courageously examined and guidance should be given by the churches. (5) Independence and the responsi- 
bilities of interdependence (in the) underdeveloped countries (which) have attained national freedom and full sovereignty 
after a colonial period (are a major concer of the Church.) 


SECTION IV: INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


The Assembly of the World Council of Churches proclaims the Christian hope in an hour of grave international 
crisis... 


- Nations arbitrarily divided by war and the aftermath of war press for the restoration of their unity, as free and sov- 
ereign peoples. Millions of God’s children are in revolt against economic deprivation, political bondage and social 
inequality. Other millions of God’s children, uprooted from the land of their fathers, seek refuge from the storms by 
which they are beset. Curtains of disunity and divisiveness create situations of tension around the globe. Nations 
and peoples whose primary desire is to dwell in peace, live in fear lest they will be destroyed by the conflict of power. 


This troubled world, disfigured and distorted as it is, is still God’s world. He rules and overrules its tangled his- 
tory. In praying, ‘“Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven, ’’ we commit ourselves to seek earthly justice, freedom 
and peace for all men. Here as everywhere Christ is our hope. Our confidence lies not in our own reason or strength, 
but in the power that comes from God... 


Christians everywhere are committed to world peace as a goal. However, for them ‘‘peace’’ means far more than 


mere ‘‘absence of war;’’ it is characterized positively by freedom, justice, truth and love. For such peace the Church 
must labor and pray... 


War’s consequences can no longer seem remote to any individual; all mankind is vulnerable to a disaster from which 
there may be no escape. 


The foremost responsibility of the Christian Church in this situation is undoubtedly to bring the transforming power 
of Jesus Christ to bear upon the hearts of men. 


It is not enough for the churches to proclaim that war is evil. They must study afresh the Christian approaches to 
peace, taking into account both Christian pacifism as a mode of witness and the conviction of Christians that in cer- 
tain circumstances military action is justifiable. Whatever views Christians hold in respect of these approaches, they 
must seek out, analyze, and help to remove the psychological and social, the political and economic causes of war... 
‘Christians in all lands must plead with their governments to be patient and persistent in their search for means to 
limit weapons and advance disarmament... 


An intermational order of truth and peace would require: 


1, under effective international inspection and control and in such a way that no state would have cause to fear that 
its security was endangered, the elimination and prohibition of atomic, hydrogen and all other weapens of mass des- 
truction, as well as the reduction of all armaments to a minimum. 


2. The development and acceptance of methods for peaceful change to rectify existing injustices... 


We call upon the nations to pledge that they will refrain from the threat or the use of hydrogen, atomic and all other 
weapons of mass destruction as well as any other means of force against the territorial integrity or political independ- 
ence of any state... | 


The Churches must condemn the deliberate mass destruction of civilians in open cities by whatever means and 
for the automatic stationing of U. N. Peace Commission teams in areas of tension to identify any aggression if it takes 
place. Christians must continue to press for social, political and economic measures to prevent war. Among these 
should be the giving of strong moral support for the positive use of atomic power for the benefit of mankind. 


Above all, Christians must witness to a dynamic hope in God, in whose hands lie the destinies of nations, and in 
this confidence be untiring in their efforts to create and maintain an intemational climate favorable for reconciliation 
and goodwill. The specific problems and tasks will vary in each country according to circumstances, Civil authorities 
may be hostile to the Church or even avowed enemies of Christ. We know that the power of the Holy Spirit does work 
effectively through the witness of faithful and obedient and suffering Christians, and the purposes of God will not be 
denied but will be fulfilled in His time. 


Living Together in a Divided World, The Assembly believes that an international order conformed to the will of God 
and established in His peace can be achieved only through the reconciliation which Christ makes possible, Only thus 


will those transformed attitudes and standards, agreements and practices which alone will insure lasting peace 
become possible. Because of their belief in this Gospel of reconciliation and their experience of its power, Chris- 
tians can never accept, as the only kind of existence open to nations, a state of perpetual tension leading to “‘ inevit- 
able’? war. On the contrary, it is the Christian conviction that war is not inevitable, because God wills peace. 


From this it follows that the first responsibility of Christians is to live and work for the reconciliation of men to 
God and, therefore, as individuals and nations, to one another. Endeavors to secure that nations shall live together 
in peace on any basis less fundamental than this are always precarious; at any moment they may prove to be but frail 
expedients in a world which has not yet become subject to the power of the Cross. 


Nevertheless, the preservation even of these ‘‘frail expedients’’, in a world where Christ’s reign is not yet acknow- 
ledged, is morally imperative as a minimum condition of international order. Today there is urgent need for this moral 
imperative to be recognized and acknowledged... Only as... current tensions are reduced and controlled will time 
be secured for bringing to bear the deeper and more creative influences of reconciliation... 


“‘Co-existence’”’ as conceived by Christians cannot imply any willingness to disguise from themselves or others the 
vast difference which lies between the search for an intemational order ased on belief in Christ and His reconciling 
work, and the pursuit of aims which repudiated the Christian revelation. There can be no abandonment of the right to 
assert this fundamental difference and the faith on which it rests... 


However deeply the conflict may be it is not necessarily an insuperable bar to living together in a divided world. 
The same may be said of methods of political and economic organization, whether they be democratic or dictatorial .. 
, ~ 


What Nations Owe to One Another: The world community has become interdependent. The status of hitherto depend- 
ent people has undergone radical change, resulting in entirely new relationships between them and the rest of the world. 
The older types of colonialism and imperialism are surely dying out, but new forms of imperialism call for vigilance. 


We welcome the development of international responsibility in place of old colonialism, and the principle of inter- 
national study and review, exemplified by the United Nations Trusteeship System. 


In the new context of our age relations between peoples hitherto ‘‘subject’’ and ‘‘ruling’’ should be one of partner- 


ship and cooperation. Countries enjoying new political freedom urgently need economic and technical help... 


Many of the politically new nations are old nations with centuries of culture and civilization behind them. In this 
partnership of sharing they have their own distinctive contribution to make. But for this partnership to be fruitful there 
is required in nations ‘‘young”’ or ‘‘old’’ a readiness always to learn from one another. 


The United Nations and World Community. 


.»» The brief history of the United Nations has been one of growth and development and if it is to live it must 
continue to grow. The United Nations can become more comprehensive in its membership... 


Despite the potential danger to international peace and security seen in regional associations, they have a valid 
place in a cooperative world order, provided: 
1. They are clearly defensive in character and military actions are subject to collective decision; 


2. They are subordinate to and reinforce the aims of the Charter of the United Nations; 


3. They serve the genuine mutual interests and needs of the peoples of the region. 


Regional associations which meet these requirements can strengthen the world organization by reducing threats to 
the peace and by lessening the number of intemational questions thrust before the world forum. Christians have an 
obligation to measure regional groupings by the interests of the world community. © 


“One of the fundamental principles of international community in the U. N. Charter is that of the ‘‘sovereign’’ 
equality of states, great and small. This principle is again and again in danger of being disregarded by the Great 
Powers, not merely through efforts to dominate, but also through efforts to impose a type of organization on the com- 
munity of nations. Christians therefore, should stand firmly for the respect and protection of the essential rights of 
smaller nations.” 


..+ The proclamation of.international standards in the Declaration of Human Rights, and efforts to provide inter- 
national safeguards through Covenants on Human Rights with effective implementation reflect an awakening interna- 
tional conscience. .. To build a strong defense of human rights requires vigorous, broad and persistent educational 
efforts, Christian education can make -an important contribution here, 


Towards an International Ethos 


. .« The churches must, therefore, see in the international sphere a field of obedience to Jesus Christ. The 
Church must seek to be the kind of community which God wishes the world to become. By virtue of its calling it must 
act as a redemptive suffering fellowship in the form and manner of its Lord Jesus Christ. Within it differences of sex, 
class, nation, color, or race are to become a source of mutual enrichment, and not of rivalry or antagonism. 


The Churches and Specific International Tensions 


. » «The churches’ work is likely to be effective only when they direct themselves to the causes of friction and to 
tiction itself as, when, and where they arise. It is therefore important that Councils, Federations, and groups of 
thurches should develop and make full use of their own Committees or Commissions on Intemational Affairs. In this 
yay they may express the mind of the churches on international relations, increase their influence in the search for 
sitive solutions, and seek to build up an enlightened and effective Christian public opinion on international affairs. 


*CTION V : INTERGROUP RELATIONS 8 


I, The State of the World. Everywhere there is restlessness in the world. This is due in great part to the hunger 

millions of people for status and recognition, for a meaning for both life and work, and for a fuller share of the fruits 

the earth... The hatreds, jealousies and suspicions with which the world has always been afflicted are deepened 
tacial prejudices and fears, rooted in the sinful human heart and entrenched in law and custom... 


Il, The Hope of the World. Yet it is the nature of men to seek always for some new ground of hope .. It is our 
nristian belief that our Lord is concemed for all just hopes of men but in Himself He offers the hope that transcends 
em all... From every race and nation a new people of God is created, in which the power of the Spirit overcomes 
icial pride and fear... 


| Ill. The Calling of the Church, ... to witness within itself to the Kingship of Christ and the unity of His people, 
)Him transcending all diversity. . . Their calling requires Christians to witness to the Kingship of Christ and the 

ity of all mankind, and to strive through social and political action to secure for all men justice, freedom, and peace, 
| a foretaste of that Kingdom into which the faithful shall be gathered. . . All churches and Christians are involved 

| » in the racial and ethnic tensions of the world. But it is in communities where segregation prevails that they face 

e plainest difficulties and the most challenging opportunities; for such segretation denies to those who are segregated 
eit just and equal rights and results in deep injuries to the human spirit, suffered by offender and victim alike... 

ie great majority Christian churches affiliated with the World Council have declared that physical separation within 

2 Church on grounds of race is a denial of spiritual unity, and of the brotherhood of man. Yet such separations persist 
thin these very churches, and we seek to justify them on other grounds than race, because in our own hearts we know 
lat Separation solely on the grounds of race is abhorrent in the eyes of God... The Church is called upon, therefore, 
set aside such excuses and to declare God’s will both in words and deeds. 


IV. Repentence and Obedience. The Problems of race, difficult as they are, insoluble as they sometimes appear to 
, provide for Christians an opportunity for obedience. . . if Christian obedience leads to suffering, that is part of the 
ice. 


| V. The Task of the Churches, The churches have this twofold duty, to obey and to proclaim the word of judgment, 
/tepent and call to repentence. It is their task to challenge the conscience of society. . . The churches have a 
cial duty toward those of their members who feel called to challenge actively the conscience of society, and who 

Ss offend against custom, and incur lonliness and suffering. . . The duty of the Church is not accomplished when it 
'S given its support to its more adventurous sons. It also has a duty to alert all its members to the nature and scope 
their responsibilities, to help them carry out their duties, and to stand by them when they do... As part of its task 
|challenging the conscience of society, it is the duty of the Church to protest against any law or arrangement that is 
just to any human being or which would make Christian fellowship impossible, or would prevent the Christian from 
acticing his vocation. . . The Church of Christ cannot approve of any law which discriminates on grounds of race, 
ich restricts the opportunity of any man to acquire education .. . to procure or to practice employment ..; or in any 
ly curtails his exercise of the full rights and responsibilities of citizenship ...A minister of the Church should ad- 
se young people, when preparing them for the grave responsibilities of inter-marriage, both of the potential richness 
Such marriages and of the painful consequences in some situations, which consequences are often caused by the 
itdness of men’s hearts and by cultural differences. 


‘CTION VI : THE LAITY -- THE CHRISTIAN IN HIS VOCATION 


| I. The Ministry of the Laity. Clergy and laity belong together in the Church; if the Church is to perform her mission 
\the world, they need each other... The word “‘laity” must not be understood in a merely negative way as meaning 
se church members who are not clergy... The phrase “‘ministry of the laity” expresses the privilege of the whole 
iurch to share in Christ’s ministry to the world. . . God calls the whole Church to a life of faith, obedience, service 

id worship; this is the meaning of Christian vocation in the teaching of the New Testament. Every Christian has a vo- 
tion in this biblical sense. In modem usage, however, the term is frequently employed to mean ‘‘occupation” or 
tofession”; and,though we cannot prevent this secular use of a great biblical word, we shall here use ‘‘vocation’’ 
the Christian meaning of God’s call which comes to each member of his household, the Church. 


Il, The Present Situation: Christian Faith and Daily Work. It would appear that in comparison with the Church’s 
fort to teach the application of the Gospel to the life of the family and to personal relations, the effort to apply the 
»Spel to the world of work has been relatively slight... The following reasons may be mentioned as accounting for 
> gulf that seems to exist between the faith and worship of many lay people and the work which they do during the 
2ek. (a) The old local community in which men used to work and spend their leisure, make their homes and offer 

2it worship, has in many places disappeared as a result of industrialization. . . (b) The separation of Church and 
prld has made it difficult for many people to see the relation between the two. ..(c) The gulf is widened when cur- 
it evaluations of different kinds of work are accepted by Christians. . . (d) It happens in some places that an idol is 
| de out of work. . . (e) There is a tendency in some sections of church life to be interested in man only as a soul to 
saved without regard to his physical, mental and social welfare. 


Ill, The Christian Understanding of Work, Three forms or aspects of work may be distinguished... (a) The work 
ich begins every moming in farm, factory and home. Such work can under good conditions become a source of pro- 
nd satisfaction, but it has often become a drudgery which has led to futility and despair. . . doing one’s work not 
men-pleasers but as unto our Master in heaven, is the only deliverance from the frustration of men’s efforts; it 

rs the assurance that all honest toil derives meaning from this final consummation. (b) all honest work is service 
dered to society. . . (c) Implanted in all men is a desire to create new forms of being and value, but it is only in the 
k of the very few that this power of creation is seen at the highest level. . . Work that is socially harmful or which 


% 
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warts the worker’s sense of craftsmanship is an offense to the awakened conscience, as is also work that is re- 9 
mtless drudgery. . . There is special need for Christian consideration of some of the real problems in a highly organ- 
red industrial society. . . . Another matter to which the attention of Christians should be directed is the way in which 
tk brings men into new forms of association with their fellows. The working group often becomes a real community 
which effective bonds of loyalty, fellow-feeling and mutual interest are engendered. . . Because work is a divine 
tdinance for human life, there is an obligation upon society to provide all its members with opportunity to work... All 
aman life and work are transformed by hope in Christ. All work honestly done, whether undertaken for the sake of 
arming a livlihood, or for the sake of community, or out of spontaneous joy in creative effort, has genuine value and 
eaning in the purpose of God, 


IV. The Ministry of the Laity: How Can it Become Effective? An immense opportunity is open to the churches. . 
itough their laity, but the opportunity can only be seized if there is a change of emphasis and of prevailing atmosphere 
imany churches. (a) Churches easily become preoccupied with their own internal organization. . . (b) There is need to 
1ange the . . . atmosphere of an old-fashioned, middle class culture ...(c) There must not be a double standard of 
thics as between clergy and laity. 


ROMADKA, DIBILIUS, 
EEBUHR ON FINAL PROGRAM 


_Dr. Josef Hromadka of Czechoslovakia, professor at the Comenius Theological Faculty in Prague, and a delegate 
mm the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren to the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches, speaking at 
plenary session on Sunday afternoon, August 29, declared that ‘‘the Church Marches through our secular world avoid- 
g and rejecting self-identification with any human absolute...’ All human absolutes, he added, ‘‘are idols, myths, 
d spurious, false truths.’’ 


The Church, he said, must also reject ‘‘any efforts to look for an absolute evil in any seculat institution, in any man 
ing afraid not so much of a god-less world as a god-less, Christ-less altar, pulpit and worship.” 


Dr. Hromadka was one of three speakers on a program devoted to ‘‘The Churches Dependence on God and Its Independ- 
ce from Men.”’ The subject was also discussed by Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, and in a paper prepared by Dr. Rein- 
Id Niebuhr which was read by Bishop Angus Dun of Washington, D. C., as Dr. Niebuhr was unable to appear because of 
ness. 


The Church, according to Dr. Hromadka, ‘‘has no right to yield to human standards, to political, social or cultural 
visions, to stop before the barriers established by human traditions, prejudices, privileges, aspirations, cultural snob- 
ry and pride,”’ 


“The Church looks in a majestic freedom, across the divisions of nations, races, political or social systems, strug- 
ng against permanent dangers of becoming sterile or senile, petrified and servile,’’ he said. 


*‘Any human ideology,’’ he said, no matter how idealistic and theistic it might be, is nothing else than a human ef- 
t to get hold of God, to subordinate Him to our thoughts and systems, to use him as our ally in ideological, political 
d social struggles, to make Him a basis of our culture and our way of life, in other words, to make Him, through a 
ry subtle and sublime reasoning, dependent on ourselves.”’ 


Therefore, the speaker wamed, ‘‘let us all be aware of a terrific danger of religious or metaphysical self-deception.” 


As for the independence of the Church, the speaker said the Church can claim ‘‘only one genuine freedom and inde- 
ndence,’’ first, ‘‘that of self-consecration unto the Lord,’’ and, second, ‘‘self-dedication unto men, both of them in the 
ye which casts out fear.” 


The Church’s ‘‘freedom is the freedom in service. Her glory is the glory in humility. Her majestic independence 
sts in her self-identification with poor, weak, destitute, despised, forsaken men,’’ Dr. Hromadka concluded. 


Bishop Dibelius stressed that the Church has a responsibility to help its members ‘‘lead their lives in their vocation 
d as citizens of the state’’ so that ‘‘the grace of God... may come to a full realization in their lives.” 


Bishop Dibelius recalled in his address that in 1934 the confessional church of Germany placed itself on record as 
posing Hitler and his national socialist state as ‘‘a God-sent liberator.’’ The church was called upon to ‘‘place itself 
sarly and unequivocally at the state’s disposal,”’ but the church ‘‘refused to do it,”” the Bishop said. 


“It did not identify itself and its task with a nationalistic movement,’’ he continued. ‘‘It knew itself obliged to pro- 
1im the Word of God regardless as to whether this proclamation pleased or displeased those in power.”’ 


Members of the Lutheran, Reformed and United Churches in both East and West Germany still stand behind the state- 
nts of Barmen in 1934, he said. 


‘The Church has but one Master: Christ,” he said. “It acknowledges but one authority: the Word of God. The 
urch has to obey God rather than men - - in the name of Jesus Christ. For this conviction we went to prison and to 


ncentration camps.”’ 


Because it depends solely upon the Word of God, the church is thus independent from the state, Bishop Dibelius said. 
admitted, however, that its independence ean be threatened also if it becomes ‘‘dependent upon the mercy of rich 
ople, feudal powers, modern slogans or similar pressures.”’ 
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“The totalitarian state is really totalitarian”, he said “‘only when the church, as a church, no longer exists within 
sorbit. If God grants His grace, this shall nowhere happen; this must never happen,’’ he said, 


The German churchman said that sometimes it was easy to decide what to do when the sta 


te demands something con- 
wary to Christian principles, 


8 especially when the state uses the schools to teach hatred of other races or opposition to 
religion and the Christian faith. ‘‘There is no need for deliberation here,”’ he affirmed, ‘‘The only need is decisive 
strength and bravery in faith.’’ 


| On the other hand the proper course on other types of state action is difficult to determine, he said, for example in 
lation to the ‘‘elaborately planned propaganda program for peace.” 


He said that no one who has not lived in a totalitarian state ‘“‘has any conception how heavily this burden rests up- 
on the churches,”’ and that they can only ‘‘pray again and again to God to keep them free from fear of men while making 


lwir decisions, so that it becomes apparent also to the opponent: The church does not act out of political reflection, 
ist under the word of God.” 


Stating that there is little ‘outward help’’ that can be given to the church engaged in this struggle for independence, 


Bishop Dibelius concluded with the plea of Paul the Apostle to the congregation of Christians in Rome ‘‘that ye strive 
gether with me in your prayers to God for me.” 


“Tf we affirm that our dependence is upon God rather than men, we merely look at the whole drama of life in the wis- 
dom borrowed from the Cross,’’ according to Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr. 


“There we see that the divine goodness was in conflict, not chiefly with obvious human evil but with human goodness, 
twas Roman justice, the best justice of its day, and Hebraic religion, the highest religion of its day, which were impli- 
ated in the Crucifixion . . . The tragedies in human history, the cruelties, the fanaticisms have not been caused by the 
timinals, who were incidentally crucified with Christ; but by the good people who crucified Him... ”’ 


This reliance on God’s power and grace ‘‘must not be misunderstood .. . as encouraging irresponsibility,’’ he said. 
The same Lord, who is the pledge of God’s grace to us, is also our example... Man, in the Christian view, is undoubt- 
ily a creator, and he undoubtedly participates in the strange drama, in which he is also a creature, the mystery of which 


ecan not fully discern and the destinies of which he can not fully bring under his control. We must be responsible to the 
mits of the power with which God has endowed us.”’ 


Admitting that it is tempting for Christians ‘‘to regard the evils of communism as but the final fruits of modern secular 
dealism,’’ Dr. Niebuhr wamed that to ‘‘make too much of this part of modern refutations of secular pretensions . . . will 


 Bisify the Gospel and make the Christian cause to appear to be a contest between the God-fearing believers and the un- 
_ ighteous unbelievers.’’ 


Such a simple interpretation would ignore the sinfulness of all men and the religiously sanctified injustices at which 
secularism revolted, he said. 


_ Christians, he said, must avoid two temptations: 


a first temptation is ‘‘to renounce all commerce with the wisdom of the world, with the various disciplines of culture, 


ch contain the danger of deflecting us from the truth of the Gospel. If we succumb to this temptation we will be like the 
fat who hid his treasure in the ground.”’ 


| The second temptation is ‘‘to make too much of, or to make too uncritical application of, the rediscovered biblical fact 


| lat all men are sinners. The temptation is to imagine that the cry of ‘a plague on both your houses’ is a Christian solution 
| f every problem.’’ 


4 SEES ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 
ViTS LOCAL AND WORLD SETTING 


_ Accredited visitors focused their attention at the Wednesday morning session, upon the progress of the ecumenical 


wement and its relationship to other world-wide organizations such as the YMCA and YWCA and world confessional 
lar es, 


Sharing the platform with Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, associate secretary for the U. S. A. of the World Council of Churches 
te Miss Helen Roberts, general secretary of the World’s YWCA, and Dr, Carl E. Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the 
itheran World Federation, and other leaders of ecumenical bodies. 


They discussed ‘‘The Ecumenical Movement Today,” with particular attention to ‘“‘The Distance Covered, the Direction 


‘avert stressed two main points of concern in the ecumenical movement for the post-Evanston period, namely: 

l) ‘how to make ecumenical Christianity a vital reality in the local congregation,” and (2) “‘how the denominational (or 
- 9? 

onfessional) bodies of a world-wide outreach are to be related to the ecumenical movement. 


While he felt “‘the churches that make up the Council have been represented at Evanston by outstanding national leaders, 
ho ‘‘have given convincing evidence that they genuinely believe in an ecumenical advance,” Dr. Cavert nevertheless 

Ided, ‘‘We must frankly admit that the average church member does not see far beyond his denominational boundary or even 
s parish.” 
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‘This,’’ he asserted, ‘‘is the most disturbing weakness in the ecumenical movement.”? He lay upon those in attendance 


e responsibility to make the ecumenical vision and spirit come alive in.the local church to which he belongs.’’ 


On the world scene, Dr. Cavert pointed hopefully to the ‘‘new kind of confessionalism arising side by side with the ecumen- 
_movement,”’ and which he characterized as ‘‘cooperative instead of a competitive confessionalism.’’ 


“The new confessionalism,’”’ he went on, ‘‘recognizes that no Church has received or understood the whole truth of Christ 
that no Church is complete and sufficient in itself.”” With this new recognition, he said, ‘‘it is possible for Christians 1 
trengthen the ecumenical movement not by taking flight from their denomination but by bringing the denomination, as a 

ig concern, into a broader ecumenical horizon and a deeper commitment, to share in an ecumenical fellowship in which the 
ito a still larger unity is kept constantly in view.’’ 


Raising the question as to whether the YWCA and other such bodies were duplicating the work of the World Council of ; 
ches, Miss Roberts affirmed that ‘‘the time is not ripe yet for us to lay down the particular tasks with which we have { 
| entruste Woh 3 


She cited, in support of her belief, remarks made by Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary of the World Council, 
effect that such organizations ‘‘reach out to individuals and groups who are outside the organized life of the Church,”’ 
ting their practical needs ‘‘and above all their need for an informal fellowship,’’ also that they are more free to exper- 
at with new programs than are the Churches. 


In the final visitors’s session on Wednesday afternoon, Dr. Gustav W. Heinemann, mayor of Essen, and a member of the 
uncil of the Evangelical Church in Germany, declared that ‘‘the main thing is that Christianity also exists in the Soviet 
ion. The figures run into millions,’’ continued. ‘‘It has a hard time of it. But God can be near it as He is near to us in 
boas and mercy.’’ 


Dr. Heinemann said that ‘‘the ecumenical movement is being followed with interest by the church in Russia. However, 
loes not see itself in any position, for the time being, to participate in the movement, according to the statement of Metro- 
itan Nicholas. 


“The question remains open. Until it can come to us, we should seek contact with it as far as possible. We need to get 
ter acquainted with it. It needs our prayers of intercession,’’ he concluded. 
[ 


; 
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Attendance at the Second Assembly of the 


World Council of Churches 


Clergy and 

Theologians Women_ Laymen Total 
Delegates 383 44 75 502 
Accredited Visitors 328 111 60 ° 499 
Consultants 93 15 37 145 
Youth Consultants 36 31 29 96 
fraternal Delegates 23 3 3 31 
Ibservers 24 1 25 
887 204 206 1,298 


The 1,298 official participants came from 179 churches in 54 countries. Of these the 502 delegates represented 
132 member churches in 42 countries. 
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On other pages: 


Death of Metropolitan Germogen ...5 American "Share Our Surplus" Programme 
Note: With this first post-Evanston issue (after eight 
Special Evanston editions) EPS comes to the end of its 
summer work 1954. The next issue will appear early in 
October. 


The Call of God and the Mission of the 
Anglican Communion 


Immediately preceding Evanston more than 600 delegates from 325 dioceses of 
the Anglican Communion throughout the world attended the Anglican Congress at 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA. The August 4 ~ 13 assembly representative of the 
world-wide Anglican Communion was the first one ever held outside Britain. Its 
aim was to strengthen the unity of all the churches and provinces within the 
Communion and to give new impetus to their mission. 


The last Anglican Congress was held in London in 1908, nearly a half century 
ago. The Anglican Communion is a fellowship (within the "One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church") of Churches in communion with the See of Canterbury. For the 
Communion as a whole, the principal regularly functioning organ of expression is 
an assembly exclusively of bishops - the Lambeth Conference, held normally every 
ten years. The Anglican Congress brings the clergy. and laity together with the 
bishops to express the whole life of the Church. 


The Minneapolis Convention discussed its main theme "The Call of God and the 
Mission of the Anglican Communion. Twenty discussion groups dealt with the sub- 
topics deriving from the main theme: "Our Vocation - Our Worship - Our Message ~ 
Our Work". 


Good wishes from the President of the United States 


In a message to the Anglican Congress the President of the United States, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, wrote: "This international meeting is another inspiring 
demonstration of a world-wide yearning for peace and understanding among the 
peoples of many nations. At the very least, your Congress will demonstrate that 
men of many races can convene harmoniously for the common good of those whom they 
represent... Your efforts to promote among the people of the world a deeper 
understanding of the spiritual values which wndergird political freedom will | 

"contribute much to the cause of justice and liberty in the present day struggle so 
scrucial to us all." 


° aim of the E:cumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of Won ik and ie in ini about the 


Churches and C bri sti gt Mov ements. Tt is therefore not to he held sarbae 
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Extracts from three major speeches 


The Archbishop of Canterbury based his opening sermon on the words: "The 
truth shall make you free". Dr. Fisher said, "they take us straight to the heart 
of the Christian Gospel, of the Church's task in the world and of the world's 
predicament. God's truth, and that alone, can liberate men from the chains and 
fetters which they impose upon themselves. Man's freedom cannot be had or sus 
tained by any man-made endeavour but only by obedience to God's truth... 
Freedom without truth, or at least some reaching after truth, becomes a freedom 
of the Gadarene swine. It is only too easy to illustrate the way in which 
through history, up to this very day, one freedom after another, obtained by the 
energy and inventiveness of the questing spirit of man, but undisciplined by 
truth, has been cheapened or debased, till it becomes not a freedom at all but a 
spiritual bondage. Equally, truth without responsibilities of freedom is not in 
any significant or saving sense truth... Freedom without the restraint of 
truth, and truth without the free decision of responsible action, both become un- 
freedom and un—-truth, and are in the proper sense demoralising .. .! 


Dealing with "three creative gifts of Christ to His Church" -— Scripture, 
Sacraments and Ministry — the Archbishop concluded: "These three gifts of Christ 
to His Church give us our confidence and our hope in His service. They bring 
truth and they bring freedom: and the challenge and adventure of Christian 
discipleship is that, by continuing in their use, we may grow in the knowledge 
of His truth and so grow in the freedom which His truth gives. .. It is hard 
to battle for the high calling of Christ, to trust to His truth alone, and to 

} let it be the source of freedom. But it is to this hard battle that the Church 
of Christ is called and committed; and we of the Anglican Communion should glory 
eeavelo LS. SO, s. »«! 


Presiding Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, said that the Congress 
was a living witness to the remarkable growth and vitality of the Anglican 
Communion. Turning to the world situation, the Bishop said that it demanded the 
utmost realism. Man was now living in the world of the hydrogen and possibly 
the cobalt bomb. There was nothing tragic for Christians in the possibility of 

| the end of the world, for Christians were sdjourners and pilgrims. The tragic 
circumstances were connected with human sin, hatred, lust for power, which caused 
a divided world, and with the misuse of what could be one of God's greatest gifts 
to mankind, 


Realism was also demanded in looking at the divided state of the Christian 
Church. Christians must not be ecclesiastical isolationists. The goal of the 
work of the ecumenical movenent was not just increased cooperation, but the unity 

of Be Onurciy Of Christe... 6 


The Bishop of London, Dr. Wand, spoke on "Thé position of the Anglican 
Cormunion in history and doctrine’. He said that, if he were asked to put in’a 
single sentence what he believed to be the position of the Anglican Communion, 
the would say that it strives to give expression to the full teaching of the 

Bible as reflected in thé continuous history of the Christian Church. He 
declared that it was nonsense to say that Anglicanism was an attempt to combine 
two conflicting and irreconcilable religions. The Bishop suggested that its 
evangelical emphasis corresponds to the way of faith, and the catholic to the 
way of grace. The Reformation had been rightly described as a revolt of the’ 

)Pauline doctrine of faith against the Pauline doctrine of grace. In England, 
they are determined to maintain the two. There could not be in the life of 


‘ | ‘ ’ 


es. » 


, 
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the Church any irreconcilable conflict between the twos men could not be 
entirely Christian unless they expressed both in their lives. 


The message of the Anglican Congress to a divided world 


The wide range of subjects discussed in Minneapolis is indicated in the 
Report which was issued at the close of the Congress and from which we quote the 
following paragraphs: 


THE CHRISTIAN HOME AND FAMILY - "The number of homes broken by divorce 
emphasises the serious responsibility of the Church for pastoral counselling in 
preparation for marriage and parenthood. Church people must never submit to any 
marriage bond on conditions which would deny the loyalties and responsibilities 
of a Christian home. 


"Christian people must face the responsibilities of procreation in deliberate 
and thoughtful decision before God, bearing in mind both our duty not to Limit 
the Christian family for any selfish reason, and also the world-wide social 
issues of food supplies and population." 


As the health and welfaré of the family are today seriously threatened by 
inadequate housing conditions, the Congress called upon Christian people every- 
where "to rouse the social conscience, and bring influence to bear on public 
and private enterprise to supply adequate housing in every area where it is 
needed." 


RACIAL RELATIONS ~ The Report expresses “shame and grief", over the tensions 
"caused by discrimination, economic differences and the real poverty of so many 
of our brethren... We urge members of the Church to continue to witness 
strongly and wisely against all forms of discrimination, to work in each land 
for justice in racial relations, and to teach the full implications of our faith 
with regard to race ... We should welcome people of any race at any service 
conducted by a priest or layman of any ethnic origin, and bring them into the 
full fellowship of the congregation and its organisations." 


‘THRELT OF COMMUNISM - "We affirm the statement of the Lambeth Conference of 
1948, that, while a State must take the precautions it regards as necessary to 
protect good order and peace from all subversive movements, it is the special 
duty of the Church to oppose the challenge of the Marxian theory of Communism 
by sound teaching, and the example of a better way +. . The Church, at all 
times and in all placés, should be a fearless witness against political, social 


and economic injustice." 


OUR VOCATION - "Truly to be an Anglican is to combine within oneself 
Catholic and Protestant traditions in a dynamic relationship. The tension 
between these different traditions becomes creative when it is held in charity. 
Indeed, a like expression of these different emphases should characterise the 
life of every diocese. If Anglicanism did not preserve variety in unity it 
would make a poorer contribution to the Church Universal. It is our costly 
responsibility to hold together these loyalties in mutual forebearance, trust 
and co-operation in the Church's work and mission". 


THE MISSIONARY NATURE OF THE CHURCH - "Fundamental to the nature of the 
Church is its evangelistic witness, both in non-Christian and in nominally 
Christian lands. Through constant adherence to this primitive and permanent 
mission our Communion will obey its Lord and strengthen its fellowship. We 
therefore call our members to new dedication, that our witness may become 
increasingly effective and widespread." 


a 
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THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT - "Ws rejoice in the fact that the several member 
churches of the Anglican Communion are all constituent members of the World 
Council of Churches . .. We appeal to all the churches of the Anglican 
Communion to strengthen their support of the ecumenical movement and to promote 
the furthering of unity among Christians of different communions in their own 
local areas." 


SOUTH INDIA - "We suggest that an early evaluation be made by an officially 
appointed body in each member church of the Anglican Communion of the situation 
as it is developing in the Church of South India so that the Anglican Communion 
as a whole may have an informed understanding of this courageous venture in 
reunion. Both to those who have entered the Church of South India from our own 
Communion and to those who have joined with them from other communions we would 
affirm our continual fellowship in prayer and in the service of Jesus Christ. 

We look forward to the day when full communion with them may be realised; and 
we hope and pray that in all Christendom Christ may lead us through obedience to 
His Spirit to fulfil His prayer br the unity of all His people." 


ATOMIC POWER - We believe that God has created the power of the atom for 
the furtherance of His purposes. .Therefore it is the duty of the Christian citizen 
to do his utmost in prayer and influence to the end that the nations of the world 
use nuclear energy only for God's peaceful and creative purposes." 


CHALLENGE TO YOUTH - "We send forth from this Congress a challenge to the 
youth of our Church that, setting aside all false worldly estimates, they may 
hearken to the voice of Him who stood of old upon the shores of the Galilean lake 
and challenged the young fishermen, 'Follow me, and I will make you fishérs of 


men! ." E.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES First Intercultural Seminar 


(NEW YORK) - A group.of Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish churchmen recently 
returned to New York after a five-and-a-half week intercultural travel seminar 

to Europe and the Holy Land. Conducted under the auspices of the National 

Conference of Christians and Jews, the seminar was the first such project ever 
sponsored for members of all three faiths. 


Twenty-seven persons, about half of them clergymen, took part in the entire 
programme. Others, whose schedules did not permit full participation, joined 
the group for portions of the tour, which covered twelve countries. Aim of the 
seminar was to study and assess intercultural affairs in the various countries and 
to develop understanding and good will among participants by having them live 


and work together. HeP.S., Geneva 
SYRIA Antiochian Patriarch goes to Moscow 


(DAMASCUS) - Patriarch Alexander III of Antioch, head of the Syrian 
Antiochian Orthodox Church, left for Moscow with three Lebanese prelates of the 
Church, Metropolitans Nifon of Zahle, Theodosius of Tripoli (Tarabulus), and 
Hliakarim of 1%. Lebanon. 

fmnounced purpose of the trip is to celebrate the centenary of an estate and 


rest house in loscow donated by the Russian royal family in 1854 for the use of 
Syrian churchmen and to dedicate a new chapel on the estate. The estate, 


. 
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confiscated during the Bolshevik revolution of 1917, has recently been restored 
by the Soviet government through the intercession of Patriarch Alexei of Moscow. 
E.P.S-, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Growing Ecumenical Trend among Seminary Students 


(LAKE FOREST , Tll.) - A growing ecumenical trend among theology students was 
reported at the third national triennial interseminary conference held in Lake 
Forest, Ill., during August. Some 300 students from &3 Protestant and Orthodox 
theological schools attended the conference while professors from these seminaries 
gathered for a Faculty Consultation at Chicago's McCormick Theological Seminary. 
Protestant and Orthodox. churchmen attending the Second Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in nearby Evanston gave guidance to the two meetings. 


Among the new developments noted at the conference were a greater ecumenical- 
mindedness in Bible study, a tendency for ministers! libraries to reflect an 
interdenominational character, and an increasing disposition of ministerial 
students to attend seminarics other than those of their own denominations. 

B.P.5., Geneva 


UNITED STATIS Death of Metropolitan Germogen 


Word has been received that Metropolitan Germogen, head of thé Patriarchal 
Russian Orthodox Church in the Alcutian Islands and North America, died on 
August 4 of a heart attack.in Moscow. He was 74 years old. 


Metropolitan Germogen, who also was Archbishop of Krasnodar and the Kuban in 
the Sovict Union, came to New York last February 4s personal representative of 
Patriarch Alexei of Moscow and subsequently was elected by a Church Sobor (con- 
vention) in New York to succeed the Late Metropolitan Makary of New York as head 
of the Church in America. 

The Patriarchal Church includes a group of American parishes under the juris- 


diction of the Moscow patriarchate. The major Russian Orthodox body in the U.S.A. 
is the Russian Orthodox Church of North America, headed by Metropolitan Leonty 


of New York, which does not recognize Moscow's authority. E.P.S., Geneva 
Ued-0-Re Moscow Patriarch to visit Holy Land 


(JERUSLIEM) - Patriarch Alexei of Moscow, head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, is planning to visit the Holy Land during the coming winter, according to 
press reports. The Patriarch is expected to be accompanied by a party of some 
thirty Russian churchmen on an extended tour of Orthodox monasteries in Syria, 


Jordan, Lebanon and Israel. EL.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES American Churches Launch "Share Our Surplus" Programme 


(NEW YORK) - Launching of "the greatest world-wide food relief programme in 
the history of America's Protestant and Orthodox Churches" was announced here by 
Church World Service, relief agency of the National Council of Churches. The 
programme is expected to Nat least quadruple" the number of hungry and under- 
nourished persons overseas now being aided, the agency said. It added that "this 
opportunity for greater service" was made possible by the new Agricultural Trade 
Development Assistance Act of 1954. 

The act places greatly increased amounts of goverment surplus foodstuffs at 
the disposal of world-wide relief agencies for free distribution abroad and enables 
them, for the first timc, to plan these programmes on a three-year instead of an 
annual basis. 
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An initial $7,500,000 three-year "Share Our Surplus" Appeal for administration 
and distribution costs will be instituted during the Thanksgiving season on an 
all-denominational basis, Harper Sibley, chairman of C.W.S., said. This amount will 
enable the agency, under the new legislation, to send a minimun of 200 ,000 ,000 
pounds of surplus foods, such as cottonseed ‘oil, corn products, butter, cheese and 
powdered milk, valued at more than $150 ,000 ,000 (at wholesale prices) to needy 
areas abroad in the three-year period, 


Distribution of the increased surplus commodities abroad, Dr. Sibley said, 
will be conducted through’ a network of cooperating church agencies, including the 
World Council of Churches, church relief organisations in many nations, and 
National Christian Councils in India, Korea, Japan, Egypt and the Near Fast. 

E.eP.S., Geneva 


SAIGON . Aid for Indo-China Refugees 
staiadachaare! hostel Creaanhac i as reshma chasse deen ele) 


The Rev. John L. Burkholder, special field representative of Church World 
Service in Indo-China has arrived in Saigon to develop a refugee relief programme. 
Meeting the needs of the presently estimated 250,000 civilians deplaced by 
partition is beyond the capacities of existing mission forces in Indo-China. 


In the projected Indo-China programme, continuing emergency assistance in 
the form of clothing, food supplies from the United States! over~abundance, and 


' Special care for the il] and aged will go forward with careful. development of 


temporary self-help and permanent rehabilitation efforts designed ultimately to 


aid refugées in becoming completely self-supporting, according to Dr. Wynn C. 


| Fairfield, executive director of C.W.S. in New York, HeP.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES hast Pakistan Emergency 


(NEW YORK) --In a recent letter to the Relief Committee of the. East Pakistan 
Christian Council, Arnold B. Vaught, Church World Service executive for Asia, 
announces dispatch of emergency relief for flood victins to be administered 


_ through the Council. The gifts include 910,000 in cash, 1 million vitamin tablets, 


19,254 pounds of clothing and bédding and 50 tons of powdered milk. A further 
shipment of 16 tons of clothing, hospital and school supplies is being sent from 
American churches on September 23rd. C.W.S. milk’and other shipments have also been 
sent for flood victims in North Bihar, and 4ssam, India, where millions have been 


affected by the recent flood disasters. B.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Message from the German Protestant 'Kirchentag" to the German 
"Katholikentag" 


(FULDA) - Representing the president of the German Protestant "Kirchentag", 
the vice-president, Friedrich Lahusen, addressed the assembly of the German 


‘Roman Catholic Church in Fulda on September 3, 


. 


"T have great pleasure in joining you in common devotion to the main theme of 
this assembly 'You shall be my witnesses! , he said in his message. "The fact that 


these two represéntative assemblics of Protestant and Roman Catholic Christians 
exist in Germany, is indicative of the common bonds linking all German Christians. 
These bonds consist in the common witness of all our lives to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ere. In speaking of this link, we are also aware of the divergencies between our 


‘churches... ' The Protestant churchman said he had noted with deep satisfaction 
“the large number of Christian brethren from the Soviet zone who had made it possible 
“to attend the "Katholikentag! and, in concluding, expressed the hope, that the 
“thene of the Fulda assembly might have a lasting effect and result in the 

Spiritual uplift of many. E.P.S., Geneva 
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Assenbly Publications 


Plans are in hand for various puolications reporting the actions of the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches in Evanston {see E,P.S, No, 33-40), 


The Message and the heportsof the Six Sections of the Assembly are available 
from the Geneva, New York and London offices. The documents on the Main Theme of 
the Assembly will appear in a separate booklet entitled "Christ - the Hope of the 
Mord" 


In the United States and Britain interpretative books are being prepared, The 
Lutherworth Press in Britain has published "Hvanston World Assenbly - A Concise 
Interpretation" by Cecil Northcott. The British Council of Churches has Issued" "Kv ne 
Essentials" = a small booklet giving the gist of the Message and Section reports, 
"Evanston Speaks", containing the full Message and Reports, will be published by 
the $.U.ti, Press. Harper and Brethers in the United States announces for later in 
the autuun a book by Dr. dames H, Nichels, The full Official hKeport of the Assembly 
Will bé available in the early spring, webePes UeHeVa 


Central Committee Meeting of the W.C,C, 


During its meetings, which were held in the First wethodist Church, Evanston, 
between September 1 and 3, the Central Vommittee of the W.C.C, reviewed the new 
structure of the world Council approved at the Evanston Assembly, confirmed staff 
appointments for 1954—5, and appointed working committees. It was decided to 
hold the next full meeting of the Central Committee in Switzerlond from August 2 


he aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and Jase in and about the 
Churches and Christian Movements. It ic thoretnes ns 41 to2t ne as 
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to August 9, 1955. Working committees of the new Divisions and of the Council's 
departments will meet during the last week of July, also in Switzerland, 


The Central Committee elected Dr, Franklin Clark Fry (Lutheran, US hess 
its chairman and Dr, Ernest A, Payne (Baptist, U.K.) as its vice-chairman, It 
also appointed them as chairman and vice-chairman re.spectively of the Executive 
Committee, In addition to the World Council's six Presidents and the two Honorary 
Presidents, the Lord Bishop of Chichester, Dr. G,K.A, Bell, and Dr, John R, Mott, 
the following were appointed as members of the Executive Committee: 

Dr, Eugene Blake (Presbyterian, U.S.A.) 

irs, Kathleen Bliss (Anglican, U.K.) 

Archbishop Yngve Brilioth (Lutheran, Sweden) 

The Rev. Peter Dagadu (ilethodist, Africa) 

Professor G, Florovsky (Russian Orthodox) 

Prof. Joseph Hromadka (Reformed, Czechoslovakia) 

Bishop James of Philadelphia (Orthodox) 

Bishop Lakdasa de ilel (Anglican, Ceylon) 

Dr, Martin Niemoeller (Hvan.¢. Church of Germany) 

Bishop G, Bromley Oxnam (liethodist, U.S.A.) 

Dr, R.D. Paul (United, India) 

Dean liston Pope (Congreg., U.S.A.) E.P.S., Geneva 


Meeting of the W.C.0. Youth Committee and W.C,C.H.S.S.A, 


The third full meeting of the Youth Department Committees of the World 
Council of Churches and of the World Council of Christian iducation and Sunday 
School Association was held at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, on September 2-8, 1954, 
Most of the members had just taken part in the Evanston Assembly as youth consul- 
tants representing several countries and confessions, Much time vas devoted to 
evaluating the significance for youth of the Assembly and of its findings. 


The Section Reports were discussed in groups and recommendations made for 
continuing study with particular concern for the needs of youth, A study out- 
line is to be worked cut on the Faith and Order report and a packet compiled 
on "Christian Youth and Social Responsibility", Throughout the deliberations 
of the Committee meeting there was constantly voiced the necessity for more study 

material on all the issue8 which are before tne churches and which intimately 
" concern youth, 


The Committees deeply regretted having to lose the services of the first 
secretaries of the two Departments, Miss Jean Fraser (WCC) and Miss Wilmina Rowe 
land (\iCCE). Resolutions of the profound gratitude of Christian ycuth the world 
Over were unanimously passed, and both received the symbolic gift of a globe 
“to remind them of their significant global labours, The Rev, Bengt-Thure wolander, 
wno has already served on the .CC Youth Department staff for four years, becomes 
Executive Secretary, and Philip Potter, who until the Assembly was Chairman of 
the Department, assumes duties as secretary in Geneva. Miss Frances ilseda con- 
tinues as secretary in New York, The WCC Committee elected Roderick French, an 
American University student, as its new chairman, iliss Lydia Garrido (Philip- 
MPines) was reelected as chairman of the WCCE Youth Department, 
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Greetings To The Christian Youth of The World 


The following greeting has been sent from the ycung people participating 
in the Siecond Assembly to the Ycuth of the world. It is a summons to Christian 
Youth to give attention to the challenging findings of the Assembly and to trans- 
late them into action. 


It arose out of the desire of the young people who took part in the Evanston 
Assembly to express their sense of fellowship with the Christian youth cf the 
world and especially with those not directly represented, 


Young Fellow Christians, 

we greet you in the name of Jesus Christ, 

Our experience as youth participants in the Second Assembly of the ‘World 
Council of Churches at Evanston, Illinois, prompts us te send you this greeting. 
There we learnt to understand more deeply what we mean when we proclaim 
Christ as the Hope of the World. we rejoice in the confidence we have in Hin, 
and commit ourselves more completely to live by this hope in our suffering and 

divided world, 

Because of our common faith in Christ, the political, racial, national and 
confessional divisions between men challenge us to express our unity, So we ask 
you to join with us in studying the findings of the Assembly, and translating 
them into action, 

.@ urge continued and steadfast witness to God and pray that the affirmations 
of the Assembly and the spirit of this message may strengthen our work and deepen 
our committment. : 

May God bless us and bind us together by his love that we may all know 


his presence in our fellowship of faith and hope. B.P.o., Geneva 
UNITED STaTRsS The Concrete Problems of Church Unity. 


An informal Consultation on Church Unity was held at McCormick Theological 
Seminary, Chicago, Illinois, early in September, following the Second Assembly 
of the orld Council of Churches in Evanston, This meeting was similar to one 
held after the Lund Conference in 1952, 


The co-chairmen of the Consultation were Bishop Lesslie Newbigin of the 
Church of South India and the Rev. Dr. D,T, Niles of the Methodist Church of 
Ceylon, These two had similarly chaired the post-—Lund Consultation, as a result 
of which it was felt that another such consultation after Evanston would be of 
ereat benefit to all concerned, The Consultation was arr-snged by Frrofessor 
Til, Taylor, of the United Presbyterian Church in the United States and the Kev. 
Dr, Richard H, Wilmer Jr., of the Episcopal Church, U.S.A. 


After an introduction by Dr, Niles, reports were made on the present status 
of unity schemes. He spoke cn the Ceylon scheme, Bishop Newbigin gave a resume 
of progress since 1952 in the Church of South India, and Bishop Lash of Bombay 
reported on the North India and Pakistan plan of unity. 


In the second session the theme of discussion was "the unification of epis- 
copal and non-episcopal ministries", Introductory addresses were given by Cancn 
Oliver Tomkins of the Church of England, and Dr, Douglas Horten of the 
Congregational Christian Churches in the U.5.A, 


tas 
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The third session discusses "the possibility of comprehending episcopal, 
presbyterian and congregational government in a united church", Speakers were 
Principal John Marsh of the Congregational Union of England and Wales, Dean Alden 
Drew Kelley, Episcopal Church, U,S.A,, and Professor Leonard J, Trinterud, Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A, . 


In the fourth session a symposium dealing with the main theological issues 
affecting church unity was held, Introductory addresses were given by the Bishop 
of Durham, the Rt, Rev, Michael Ramsey, and Professor Thcmas Torrance of the 
Church of Scotland, 


The next meeting dealt with the topic "Tension between Regional Unity Schemes 
and Confessional Loyalties". The leader was Dr, Heinrich Meyer, a Germon Lutheran. 


{ The final session was a summing up of the main issues dealt with during the Con- 


sultation, with Bishop Newbigin in the chair, 


Seventy-two persons attended the Consultation, representing thirty-three chur- 


ches in seventeen countries, HeP.S., Geneva 
PINLAND Post-ivanston Conference 


A "Post-Evanston Conference” was organised by the Laymen'ts Institute of the 
Church of Finland, from Sept. 21-23, The Conference was an attempt to bring home 
the relevance of the Evanston topics to the grass-roots - the local level of the 
Church, Professor Aimo Nikolainen, just returned from the Assembly, was the main 
speaker, Other speakers included the Rector of the Finnish Orthodox Priests! 
Seminary, the Rev, Johannes Suhcle, who was invited to celebrate Orthodox Vespers 
with the participation of his students, 


The meeting was the result of an earlier event; the first Llutheran-Orthodox 
Conference to take place in Finland, organised at the end of August by the Finnish 
Student Christian Movement in its Center Teiniharju on the Karelian frontier, 

The subjects of the Conference, treated by both Orthodox and Lutheran speakers 
each, were: Worship, Tradition end the Royal Priesthood, Among the speakers were 
Pref, Dr, Paul Evdokimov of the Orthodox St. Sergius F aculty in Paris, Rector 
Suhola and Dr, idikko Juva of Helsinki University. As Finland is the only Western 
country where an indigenous Orthedox Church is living side by side with an 
indigenous Protestant Church, this meeting was considered of special significance 


and very promising as a beginning, B.P.Se, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Yale honours five world Church leaders 


(New Haven, Conn.) - Honorary degrees were conferred on five Christian leaders 
from different countries by Yale University on Sept. 28, 


Those who were honouredare Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of 
Canteroury; Archbishop ilichael of New York, head of the Greek Orthodox Archdio- 
cese of North and South America; Bishop Utto Dibelius of Berlin, president of 
the Hvangelical Church in Germany; Dr, Paul David Devanandan, secretary for li- 
terature and publications of the India, Pakistan and Ceylon Councils of 
Y.il.C.A.s; and Alan Paton, noted South African author of "Cry The Beloved 
Country", 
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The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill of New York, Presiding Bishop of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the U.S.A., presented the candidates, 


Dr, Fisher received the degree of Doctor of Law:; Doctorates of Divinity 
were conferred on Archbishop Michael, Bishop Dibelius and Dr, Devanandan, and 
lir, Paton was given a Doctorate of Human Letters, 


"In view of Yale's long religious background and its continuing emphasis 
on religious life," Dean Pope Liston of the Divinity School said, "it seems very 
appropriate that this special convocation be held. Yale's interdecminational 
character and that of its Divinity School makes it fitting that Yale should re- 
cognize at the same time church leaders of so many different communions", 
HeP.Os, Geneva 


Attitude of the German Church towards Dedication of the Nation to the 

Virgin 
(Hanover) - The Councilsof the Evangelical Church in Germany, which met in 
Hanover at the end of September under the chairmanship of Bishop Dibelius, re- 
ceived a report that. while most of the Council's members were teking part in 
the Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston (U.S.A.), ‘the German 
Catholic Congress at Fulda had "dedicated the German people to the heart of Mary, 
the Mother of God," The Council welcomed the statement which had been made in 
the meantime by Bishop iieiser and expressed its regret that this Catholic act 
of dedication in Fulda had seriously upset the peace between Catholics and Pro- 
testants which the Council was sincerely concerned to preserve. 


In a discussion on the Evanston Assembly, the Council discussed the results 
and problems of this great ecumenical meeting. It welcomed the fact that Bishop 
Dibelius, the Chairman of the E,K,D., has been elected as one of the Presidents 
of the World Council of Churches, 


The declaration made by Bishop Meiser, the presiding Bishop of the United 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Germany, reads as follows: "Before the 76th German 
Catholic Congress opened at Fulda, announcements appeared in Catholic papers and 
through the Catholic news-agency that during the Catholic Congress the German 
Nation would be dedicated to the immaculate heart of Mary, 


"is Presiding Bishop of the United Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Germany, 
I telegraphed to Cardinal Frings, I drew attention to the deep misgivings caused 
by this news in broad circles of our Protestant churches, and at the same time 
expressed regret that the religious feelings of the Protestant section of the 
population had been hurt by this publication, and prayed that such publications 
might not disturb the confessional peace in our country. 


" This telegram was described by Archbishop Jaeger of Paderborn, at the Catho- 
lic Conference, as "a spontaneous reaction made without reflection’, Subsequent 
events have shown how wellfounded my protest was. The dedication of the German 
people to the immaculate heart of Mary was actually carried out, Cardinal Frings 
Carried out this dedication, with the words: 'We dedicate our people to thee, 

O Virgin, and place them under thy mighty protection!, This act of dedication, 
which was described in the Catholic press as an event of deep historic signifi- 
Gance', was confirmed in his final address by Dr. Storch, President of the 
Catholic Congress and a Minister in the Federal Parliament: ‘Yesterday, in a 


—— pe Rael 


— 
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solemn ceremony, we dedicated ourselves and the whole German nation to the Mother 
of God', There is no further doubt that all the Protestant Christians in Germany 
were thereby included in this act of dedication to the immaculate heart of Wary, 


"As Protestant Christians, who acknowledge allegiance solely to the Word of 
God, we are forced to make a definite, public protest against our inclusion in 
this dedication, Dedication to the immaculate heart of Mary is incompatible 
with the Word of God, 


"If a Cardinal dedicates the whole of Germany to the immaculate heart of 
lary, this can only be interpreted in one way: that Roman Curia is disposing of 
us Protestant Christians without our knowledge or consent, in a way which is ra- 
dically opposed to our beliefs and convictions, This regrettable encroachment 
on our faith reminds us of the letter written to Wilhelm I in 1S7 3, Ia wach 
the then Pope claimed that everyone who had been baptised was thereby subject to 
the Papacy, 


"Wilhelm I replied as follows: 'The Protestant faith does not permit us to 
accept any mediator between ourselves and God other than our Lord Jesus Christ', 


.That is our answer too," HeP.S,, Geneva 
GE ANY Una Sancta iiceeting 


(Berlin) - A plea that Protestants and Roman Catholics pray for and work towards 
Overccming the divisions in Christianity was issued by a congress of the Una 
Sancta movement held in Berlin, 


The 150 Protestant and Roman Catholic delegates said that "human sin" was 
responsible for the split among Christians. Christ's command for unity among 
Christians, has not been followed seriously enough in the past, doing harm to the 
Christian cause, 


Thirty Roman Catholic and 20 Protestant theologians were among those who 
attended the meeting, the first All-German Conference of the movement since the 
war, The Una Sancta organization, founded in 1916, sporeors theological discus- 
sions between Homan Catholics and Protestants, | 


Father Johannes Pinsk of Berlin told the delegates in Berlin that the Una 
Sancta does not advocate interconfessicnalism or the creation of a ™third con- 
fession", but seeks to bring believers of both faiths together for joint talks to 
promote understanding. Professor Joseph Lortz, Catholic theologian of iiainzg, said 
that "what the confessions have in common is more important then what separates 
them", 


Dean Hans Asmussen of Kiel, prominent Evangelical theologian, declared that 
Since 1948 the relationship between the two Churches in Germany “has Caught a 
cold", "ie believe there will svmetime be a united Christian Jhurch", he said, 
Wand while it is not within the power of men to bring it about we must approach 
€ach other as far as we can", . 


oe 


t 
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GEM ANY Death of Professor Ubendiek 


(Duesseldorf) - The Rhineland church paper "Der Weg" published the following no- 
tice of the death of Professor Harmanmus Obendiek, Dean of the Theological 
College at wuppertal and a leading Protestant, who was killed on Sepember 14th 
in the U.S.A, in a motor accident, 


"The sudden death of Professor Cbendiek is a great loss, not only for the 
Protestant Church in the Rhineland but also for the whole Protestant Church in 
Germany and for the Oekumene, Harmannus Obendiek had no desire to be anything 
but a servant of the Word of God, Since 1931 he had been Pastor of the tvangelical- 
Reformed church of Barmen-Gemarke, He was so devoted to his church that he refused 


to accept calls to Professorships at the Theological Faculties of Erlangen, Mainz 


and iluenster Universities. Another aspect. of ,his service was the spiritual care 
which he gave to the members of his church, which was sought by a great many people 
outside it, He was particularly sought after by students and teachers, who re- 
peatedly approached him with their problems and questions, During the Church 
struggle Harmannus Obendiek was one of those who constantly supplied the Con- 
fessing Church with the hecessary theological armour. During the last few years 
Harmannus Obendiek had cooperated more and more with ecumenical efforts, He atten-— 
ded the Faith and Order Conference at Lund in 1952, the Conference of the Pres- 
byterian World Alliance at Princeton and the Second Assembly of the ‘/orld Coun- 

cil of Churches at Evanston, in 1954," E.P.S., Geneva 


Death of Dr, H, Schoenfeld 


Dr, Hans Schoenfeld, who was a member of the staff of the ‘World Council of 
Churches in Geneva for many years, before its official "formation" at Amsterdam 
in 1948, died recently at Frankfurt-am-iiain at the age, OF WAS Brom 1930 to 
1946 Dr. Schoenfeld was Co-Director of the Study Department of the orld Council 
which was then “in process of formation", In this capacity he rendered particu- 
larly valuable services in the preparation of the world conference on Church, 
Community and State at Oxford in 1937, 


Dr, Schoenfeld was specially concerned for understanding and approach be + 
ween the Churches, and in this concern his technical, social and theological 
training all proved particularly valuable. It was largely owing to his services 
that relationship between the churches of both sides of the battle front could 


be maintained during the last war, H.P.S,, Geneva 
De sels The Ecumenical Movement viewed from Moscow 
Yar ewelts erect LUN LOWE G2 DOM MOSCOW 


The last number (August 1954) of the "Journal lloskovskoi Patriarchii", the 
paper published by the Moscow Patriarchate, continues und-r the title "Between 
Fear and Hope" its series of articles on. the ecumenical question, which began last 


January (see £,P,.S, No. 1, 17, 24). This article, like most of its predecessors, 


was. written by Prof. A, wedernikow, Lecturer in the Philosophy of heligion, 
who has been editor of the paper since January 1954, He gives a summary of the 
develcpment of the ecumenical movement before and after "Amsterdam!" from the 


Orthcdox-Russian point of view, and then writes as follows about ivanston: 


"the ecumenical movement bears the stamp of every type of Protestantism 
end has passed through various phases. The first phase was the effort to achieve 


No, 42, October 8, 1954 -§- 295 


Christian unity, which sprang from the divisions within Christendom (from about 
1914-1937). In the second phase the ecumenidal movement was overshadowed by the 
fear of Bolshevism, which gave it an increasingly social-political ("reactiona- 
ry") bias (from about 1925 on), In the third phase the fear of Communist world 
revolution was replaced by "fear of universal destruction through atomic warfare", 
In the midst of this "fear" of threatening chaos, the hope of the Coming Christ 
gained new significance, The eschaton was re-discovered as the only force which 
could bring about the unity of Christendom and the salvation of the world, (In 
this connection the author refers to Professor Edmund Schlink's address on the 
Coming Christ at the Faith and Order Conference at Lund in 1952), 


In spite of these inadequacies, which Professor Wedernikow regards 
as serious, the ecumenical movement is described as follows in his concluding 
remarks: 


"Within the whole compass cf the ecumenical movement the outstanding fact, 
both with regard to its composition and to its inherent possibilities, is the 
increasingly ecclesiastical character of those who cooperate in it, and the 
fact that they are concerned for the unity of the Christian Church in its fulness 
and in its tasks. We Orthodox Christians must therefore not only follow closely 
the development of the ecumenical movement: we must also give cur Church's answer 

EOvits cims-and to its thinking, 


"In the present situation we intended to speak of the dangerous ambiguity 
of ecumenism, and of its .ims in this world which are incompatible with the 
Spirit and vocation of the Church, But such a conclusion vould not cover the 
whole of the spiritual reality expressed in the ecumenical movement, In spite 
of the lack of clarity in ecumenical thought, the Urthodox Christian nevertheless 
perceives in it the proclamation of that hope which, as Karl Barth says, "unlike 
all other hopes, begins where all other hopes end . This unique hope is Christ, 
the ledeemer of the world, By illuminating the way which leads to the Church, 
this hope dispels all human fears, which prevent us from believing in Christ's 
act of redemption, This hope a.akens within us that fear of God which leads to 


the recognition based upon experience of the redeeming mysteries of the Christian 


faith,§ H.P.S., Geneva 


Third Semester of the Graduate School of Houmenical Studies 
ta re Coot Of ECumenical otudies 


TIvelve nationalities were represented in the student body when the third 
Semester of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies opened at Chateau de Bossey, 
Céligny, October 1, This is the most representative group enrolling for the four- 
and-a-half—-month course at the Ecumenical Institute. The course 13. gifered by the 
werld Council of Churches with full accreditation’and cooperation by the theo- 
logical faculty of the University of Geneva, 


llany European theologians 2nd churchmen attended the opening service which 
Was held in the Institute's remodeled 12th century chapel, Among the guests were 
the rector of the University. Prof,.Henri de Zigler, the dueon, cf the theclosical 
faculty, rrof, Courvoisicr; Prof, Roechedieu and Prof, Jaccards 
Dr, Visser't Hooft reading reports of the WCG and pastors from neighboring Swiss 
Churches were present. 
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In his opening address, Dean Hendrik Kraemer Challenged the students to 
discover the real purpose of Bosscy, 


'Houmenical commitment and the search for unity demand not idealism, but 
the ovedience of faith," As a result of what they learn at Bossey, at least some 
of the students may become "fools for Christ," Dr. Kraemer said. "The world needs 
some such fools for Christ's sake -- persons whe will undertake great, arduous 
tasks <nd see the essential breaking through that still to happen,” 


The rector of the University responded in a brief address expressing the 
interest of the University in the Institute's teaching, principles nd high aca- 
demic standards. He said the University was proud of the bonds that united it 
through its theological faculty to this academic center of ecumenic.1 studies, 


Classes began on the following day, October 2, They will continue daily until 
Dec, 20, Classes will be resumed on Jan, 4 and will continue to Feb, 15, This 
is the first semester in which there are British theological students enrolled, 
Other countries represented are Germany, the Netherlands, New 4ealand, the United 
States,Indonesia, Belgiun, France, Japan, Brazil, lexico, Switzerland and Greece, 
Most of the major Protest-nt bodies are represented, as well as the Church of 
England and Hastern Orthodox churches, E.P.S,, Geneva 


Pictures and Recordings of Evanston 
TC: CANE eee ettate teeta -tannctanseetactarieecnce 


_ Films, filmstrips, colourslide sequences, recordings und photographs are 
now being prepared to tell the story of the Second Assembly to church groups 
throughout the world, Glossy photographs for reproducticn purposes may be obtained 
iumediately through the Depertment of Information in Geneva or New York, Specific 
information about the availability of films and recordings will be on hand soon, 
Write to the Departuent of Information , H,P,S,, Geneva 


World Echoes of Evanston 
TS TT TTI STIRS Te Ta eA ERR SEERA 


The Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at Evanston is begin= 
ning to attract a lot of attention in the Christian Press all cver the world, 
We quote some of the first opinions of the Assembly, 


From Germany. Under the title "Evanston - a strong will to Unity", Bishop 
Hanns Lilje (of the Province of Hanover) sums up his general impressions of the 
Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches in the "Sonntagsblatt" (Hamburg, 
No. 37, 1954), 


Bishop Lilje writes: "The first fact is the most elementary one: the fact 
thet so many people met at Evenston from the four corners cf the earth proves their 
desire for unity, The Churches which sent then were thereby expressing and con- 
firming their own determination for this unity, This desire for unity is one of 

the features in the Church history of today which cannot be gain said, stamped 
with an unmistakably Christian character, 


The second fact is the way in which this enormous gathering sustained the 
tremendous tensions within it,!! 


. 
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"But", Bishop Lilje continuss, "it is to the honour of the Assembly that 
it never tried to conceal the differences nor to gloss them over, but that it bore 
them and sustained them... A gathering which takes the Gospel of Jesus Christ SO 
seriously as the ultimate goal of its deliberations is quite diffeent from other 
international conferences, which aim merely at a balance of opposing interests, 
It cannot be denied that in this respect the Evanston Assembly was clearly stamped 
with an unmistakably Christian character," 


From the U.S.A, "The Living Church", the weekly paper of the American Episco- 
pal Church, writes on September 12th, 1954: "The World Council of Churches is a 
fact, What it says and does, and what is said and done und.r its auspices, is 
front-page news all over the world, Whether its actual accomplishments measure 
up to the demands of the moment is a question that, on balance, matters less than 
the fact that a banner has been raised and a movement has begun, 


"The banner that has been raised at Evanston is the proclam tion thet Jesus 
Christ is Gou and Saviour, and that He is the Hope of the iorld... 


In an editorial article on the results of the Evanston Assembly in the U,S,A,, 
the "Christian Century" mentions "the extraordinary interest aroused by the Assembly, 


especially amongst journalists!!, Throughout the Assembly Charles P, Taft presided 


Over daily press conferences for the 600 or more press representatives: on these 
occasions statements were made to the press by outstanding Assembly delegates, 


A+ 


Atv one of these press conferences a discussion arose, in which an American 
Congregationalist criticised "theological jargon", Professor John Baillie (Church 
of Scotland - Presbyterian) replied, defending the use of theological terms, The 
journalists followed with close attention, All the Chicago daily papers published 
long reports on the assembly, which was also a main feature in the news-cinemas 
during those weeks, The greatest interest was shown by the journalists in the ser- 
vices of worship - to the surprise of the Churches, "The press has found <n oppor- 
tunity here to inform the public about the growing concern with the ultimate pro- 
blems of life," 


From Switzerland, Pastor Ferrari, the editor of the "Semeur Vaudois", the 
monthly magazine of the Church of the Canton of Vaud, sums up his impressions of 
Evanstcn as follows: 


"The Assembly was a prodigicus lesson, which taught us many moving and sur- 
prising facts. On the essential point of unity it showed us 163 Churches, diffe- 
ring enormously from one another, giving the world a practical demenstration that 
they want to stay together... This should also come as a surprise to the whole 
nhon-oman Christian world, Try for a moment to imagine Evanstcn in 1870 or in 
1900! And suddenly, in a single generation, this inconceivable thing h:s become 


@ reality, This gives us cause for great joy and gratitude,., 


"This Assembly of 600 persons really did experience a beautiful and moving 
sense of unity in Christ, It is no exaggeration to call it a miracle, when one has 
personally experienced this sense of unity in Christ, and ie must rejoice that 
it was so, for it is upon this living sap that tomorrow's ecumenicel harvest dew 
pends," 


. From Belgium, Pastor wahillon writes in the Belgian weskly paper "Paix et 
Liberté": 
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"The Assembly was net free from the tensions of the times.,,.lhe labours of 
the Conference were nct merely academic, in view of the presence of the saintly 
Kagawa from Japan, of Alan Paton author of "Cry The Beloved Country", of Charles 
ialik, the Lebanese Ambassador, and of the Rev. D,T, Niles, the ardent Indian 
theologian, \i11 those labours preve fruitful? That depends on the practical study 
devoted to them in every Church throughout the world," 


From France, In "Réeforme", the leading Protestant weekly paper in France, 
Pierre Bungener draws the following conclusions in his article entitled "ivanston 
- a New Start": 


"The Evanston Assembly seems to me to be a step towards unity, because (para- 
doxical though it may seem) it did not spend much time discussing unity; it 
spent much more time discussing obedience and faith. 


"The road to unity is not only a road to God, it is a road to the world, Just 
as We Can best come nearer to God by coming nearer to our brothers,.. 


"Of course, we must be impatient, up to a point...tur impatience is all too 
often a lack of faith, a desire for self-assertion, a refusal to look only to 
Jesus Christ whose victory Showed, once and for all, what bad mechanisms are our 
natural hopes and our illusions, "Do not worry too much about your life, world 
Council of Churches", advised Bishop Berggrav. "If the leaven comes from God, be 
certain that He will watch over it until it has leavened the whole Loni. 

Hele, Geneva 
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GREAT BRITAIN After Minneapolis And Evanston 
LT a 


One hundred and forty delegates from Diocesan wissionary Councils and 
iissionary Societies met in Oxford during the last week of September to discuss 
| the problem how to bring to the Home Church Message and the experience of the 
|) Minneapolis Congress of the Anglican Churches (see E.P.S. No, 41) and the Second 
| Assembly of the World Council of Churches - Evanston (seé E,P.S. No, 33-44), 
| The meeting was under the Chairmanship of the Bishop of Salisbury. 


Reports of Minneapolis were given by the Bishop of Birmingham, Dr, L, J, 
Wilson, and the Bishop of Bangor, Dr, J.C, Jones, who agreed that their outstanding 
impression of the Anglican Congress was that of a real family gathering of a great 
world-wide family. This had been in itself a revelation to many delegates coming 
from somewhat insular and 'moncchrome! areas of the Church, It emphasised the 
| value of close personal contact, not only between those of different areas, but 
f also between those of different churchmanship if the ‘unity in diversity! of: the 
Anglican Communion was to have its full effect and value, 


| 
) The Bishop of London, Dr. Wand, insisted that the Anglican Communicn's 
ability to retain both Evangelical and Catholic elements in its ethos and life was 
| one of its most impertant contributions to the World Gouncil of Churches and the 

| 


whole ecumenical movement, 


| Dr. Kathleen Bliss said that Evanston summoned the churches +c look to the 
future and not to the past for the great days of Christianity. The Assembly was 


forced to realise that Christ had died, not for the Church alone, but for the 
# World, including the enemies of the Church, 


5 


The Bishop of arrington, the Right Rey,C.R,. Claxton, discussed methods by 
j Which the message and experience of liinneapolis and Evanston cculd be conveyed 
} to the Uhurch at home. This, he suggested, could best ve done by a campaign to 
Show people the world-wide implications of their membership in the Anglican Com- 


» © 


hye 


aim of the kcumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore nat ta he hetdvescnsieill. £00 let oe 
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munion and of the whole fellowship of Christian churches. People cculd be brought 
to see the greatness, the diversity, the divisions end the respcnsibilities of 
the Christian family tc which they belonged, 


Speekers on behalf of the itissionary Societies urged tht the needs cf the 
‘Church overseas made it imperative that the whole life of the Church at home should 
be aroused to a sense of mission, of overseas missicnary responsibility and of 


7m 


personal commitment to a total evangelism in obedience tc Christ. Pete, Geneva 


CaANiDA Unien Plan 


(Sackville, N.B.) - Formulation cf a plan for unicn with the Church cf Sngland in 
Canada. was approved by the General Council of the United Church cf Vanada at its 
Diennizsl meeting. The adopted resolution recommended that the union committees of 
both Churches "devise a plan formulatiny the ideal of a reunited Church," It was 
suggested that the plan then be submitted to the individual churches cf both deno- 
minations for ccnsideration and study "as the concrete objective tc which we strive." 
should a merger eventually be ccnswamated it will create a new Church with a mem— 
bership of nearly 5,000,000, The United Church has 2,850, 000 Communicants and the 
Church of tngland about 2,000,000, 


The merger issue has been oefere both Churches since 1943 when the Church 
of ingland in Canada, implementing a proposal by the late Archbishcp Derwyn T,. Owen, 
invited cther communions for reunicn talks. 

Dr, Harold Young, chairman of the United Church's Commissicn on Unicn, summed 
up the current status of these negctiations, "Wie have dene everything possible to 


incrsase fellowship and und«rstending. Ten years ago we met as stran:srs; today we 
mset as friends with a fine spirit and understanding, There are no issues on which 
members may not hepe to find a way. Both Churches are definitely committed to or- 


Patlic union as our aim, «we did net talk abeut that at ae eat ue iaaieed of cooperation, 
But now we are committed to organic unicn as the goal,' 4.P.5., Geneva 


SOUTH-RN RHODESIA Important Missionary Development 


(Salisbury ) - A merger of the Southern Rhodesia ilissicnary Confersnce and the 
Southern Rhedesia African Wissicnary Conference, a’ Negro body, was d ae upen in 
Salisbury (Southern Rhodesia), The merged organization will be called the Southern 
Rhcdesia Christian Conference, 


It was also decided to estavlish a Federal Christian Joint Consultation 
Lommittce to include representatives of the Christian Councils of Southern and 
Northern Rhedesia and Nyasaland ~~ the three territories ccmprising the new Central 
African Federation, 

Arter the conferences, #urcpean and African ministers attending them, joined 
“in expressing their ccnviction that the various churches in the Federation ar- 
‘Playing a most important role in implementing th= policy of partnership laid down 
in its Constitution, 

Sir Godfrey Huggins, Prime lhiinister of the Federation, opened the Scuthern 
Rhode sia Wissionary Conference sessions. with an address in which he said "his govern- 
Ment is firmly committed tc a folicy of encouraging missicnari¢es and imissicnary 
éducation," B.P.ed., Geneva 


g 
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UNITED STATES Best-Seller 


(New York, N,Y.) - A book that has broken all publishing records in the United 
States - with indications that it will go cn doing so - will be two years old 
these days. It is the Hevised Standard Version of the Bible - the Scriptures in 
the language of taday - which has reached an exceptional high sale of nearly 
3,000,000 copies, No other regular book edition, religious or otherwise, has ever 
come close to this two-year record, as publishing records show, 


"During 1954 interest in the HSV has developed beyond the bounds of this 
country", said Dr. J, Carter Swaim, executive director of the National Council of 
Churches' Department of the Hnglish Bible. "Several denominations not belonging to 
the 30-communion Council are moving toward the use of the new version, Church 
groups in England, Canada and australia are likewise showing decided interest", 


when it first appeared, the new translation was welcomed at inter-church 
gatherings in 3,300 communities throughout.the U.S. and Canada, as well as in Ha- 
waii and the Uanal Zone, Dr, Swaim said, and the first year wag marked by frantic 
effcrts by the printers to keep up with the unprecedented demand, Advance sales 
were a record 1,000,000 copies, "As its third year begins", he said, "the RSV is 
still appearing on most best-seller lists, and it is safe to predict it will stay 


there", BeP.Se, Geneva 
AUSTRALIA \leLbourne Throng Cheers Hromadka 


(ilelbourne) - Prof, Joseph Hromadka of Prague, wellknown Czech theologian, told 

a cheering audience of some 7,000 persons in Melbourne Stadium that peace pro- 
posals "cannot be forced upon people", The reception given him and Prof, Kathleen 
lonsdale, a British Quaker who alsc was a featured speaker at the meeting, was in 
marked contrast to that which greeted him at two earlier meetings. 


Despite the cordial atmosphere in the Stadium, however, there was confusion 
cutside, A strong force of police was neededto get Professor Hremadka, on his 
arrival, through a milling, banner-carrying crowd of "new Australiens", recent re- 
fugees from Hurope, protesting his appearance, "If you discover that our proposals 
Gonflict with your ideas of peace, let us know them in an atmosphere of trust and 
Confidence", the Czech theologian told the Stadium meeting, "If we begin to quarrel 
about our differences, we shall get no where, ive have to start from peints which are 


Essential to all of us," E,P.o., Geneva 
UNTTED STATES Hastern Orthodox join in unique service 


Worcester, dass.) - Prelates 2nd priests of fcur Eastern Orthodox Churches officia= 
Med jointly in the celebration of a Pan-Orthodox Holy Liturgy in St. Spyridon's 
church in Jorcester, Mass, This unique service brought area leaders of the four 
Pites together for the first time, 


The participants were Bishop ilarkos of Lefkis, spiritual head of the Albanian 
american Orthodox Churches under the jurisdiction of Ecumenical Patriarch of Con- 
Stantinople ; the Rev. Abou-Adal of St. Gecrge's Syrian (Antiochian) Orthodox Church; 
the Very Rev. Sergei Selivanovsky of the Russian Crthodox Church under the juris- 
diction of the Holy Synod of the Russian Urthodox Church Abroad (which is headed 
by iletropolitan Anastasi), a priest of Holy Trinity Albanian Church (Boston), and 
the Greek Rev. Arthur Rizos of St. Spyridon's church, 
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The five churchmen spoke in their respective native lancuaces -+ Albanian, 


Syrian, sussian and Greek, Bishop biarkos delivered the sermcn, speaking in English, 


Greek and :lbanian, The Holy Liturgy was chanted in Greek 2nd in hussian, 
BePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES 60 Per Cent of American Population Are Church iiembers 


According to "The Yearbook of American Churches for 1955" sore Americans be-~ 
long to churches - Protestant, Reman Catholic, Jewish, and others ~ than ever be~ 
fore in the country's history, Of the total U.S, population, 59,5 per cent 
(94, 842, 845) are church members, Thet means a gain of 2,8 per ¢.nt over the pre- 

‘vicus year as against a population gain of 1.7 per cent for the sanc period, 


The biggest numerical gain in 1953 is shown in the Protestent Churches which 
6S S 
added a total of 1,607, 362 members ~ an incresse of 3 per cent for a total of 
637,325, Pretestant church membershi is equal to 58.9 per cent af 211] Peo 
3 3 i hg : 
church members, the same as in 1952 and Inil951, Gain in Rom n’ Catholic membership 
dn 1953 was 1,223,824 or 4 per cent for a tctal of Beto 2d, 
159 Protest-nt bodies reoorted 187,551 p2stors with charges and a total of 


Y 
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207, 593 ordained persons, The Acman Catholic Church lists 15,835 pastors with 


Gharges and a total of 45,271 crdcined persons, 


The membership of major religious groups and Protestsnt denominations is 
listed below: 


Church licmbership and Number cof Churches - By Religious Groups 


ry) 
Buddhist. .osssecescesececsess03,000 menbers 48 churches 
Old Catholic and Polish Natio- 
mal Catholic...c.esa. 366,088 eA ae ae i 
Rastern Orthodox . oe eseess025100, 171 4) 1, 340 i 
JEWLSN ye oe eeseecececsscesso5, 000, 000 u 3,990 
Roman Catholic ecco keane aos yelp A76, 261 u 20, 618 ‘ 


PrObCSUANE 6 ooo essn cee cee 2 55,8375 325 OS iLO" y 


Protestant Denominaticn Nembershiy 
Baptist (25 WOGTES) sess a's vl, 990,019 
Meth dist (21 bodies)....,...11, 641,491 
Lutheran (20 bodies). ...e0e0+0, 608,951 
Presbyterian (10 bodies).....3,635,077 
Hastern Orthodox (19 bodies) .2,100,1'1 
Protestant EpLscopals.eeeesee2y 550,831 


ay 
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Circulation of Church Papers 


ee 


i 


In Germa there are now 524 church papers with a totel circulation of 
Pal 
H2,5C0,0CO as compared to 87. with a circulation of 2,3000,000 in 1947, Included in 
the tetels are 263 Protestant puolications with a circulation of 4 300,000; 198 
r Abs i : 3 =) 3 
toman Catholic papers vith a circulation cf 7y 400,000, and 63 «thers with a 
Gircwlation cof 1,900,000, #eP.S., Geneva 


ale 
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GEL NY fhe Christian Press Academy holds a three weeks! ccurse for young 
jcurnalists 


(Tutzing) - "Current Events end Eternal Truth" was the theme of this year's 
Cccurse for young journalists, arranged by the Christian Press Academy cf Bad Boll at 
the end of September at the Evangelical Academy of Tutzing on the Starnberger 
See, the course was attended by thirty young people, whc had been selected from 
120 applicants, The came from .estern and Central Germany, austria end Switzerland, 
The programme of the course included lectures and discussions, as well as practice 
in the lay-out of newspapers, The course was directed by Pastcr Eberhard Stammler 
(of the "Junge stimme", Stuttgart), and the technical and ethical instruction was 
given by well-known journalists including Fritz Saenger (Deutsche Presseagentur, 
Hamburg), Dr, Stucki (ieltwoche", Zurich) and Helmut Cron ("Deutsche Zeitung und 
Virtschaftszeitung"), 


In order to introduce the young journalists to the deeper problems of press- 
work, two week-end conferences were held in connection with the scurse. The first 
dealt with the problem,how the church press can keep pace with mcdern life and 
particularly how it czn make an izpact on the workers, Under the title "The Press 
in the tension between the publisher, the public and the State" + 
ference discussed the freedom of the press, the boundary betwean-the S 

S) 


m WT 


the press, and the importance cf public taste, UeP.Se, Gel 


i 
~ 


ReBOR  : oeviet Ambassador Visits Mount Athes sionasteries 
LL LL LE LAA SE AA nr ag eee septate 


3 


(athens) - Soviet Russia's ambassador to Greece spent three days Visiting Orthodox 
monasteries on Mount Athos, He wes accompanied by the embassy's first secret=ry 
and a inember of the Tass (Soviet n-ws agency) staff in Athens, The ambassador 
visited the Monastery of St. Panteleimon where he spent considerable time talking 
vc some of the 60 Russian Utrthcdox monks living there, 


luount Athos is the site of a historic community of some 20 monasteries be- 
ienging to the Urder of St. Basil. Although on Greek territory, the area is under 
the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Istanbul. Before 
1914 there usea to be at least 1500 monks cf slavic extraction, #.?.S., Geneva 


+ 
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MONACO lionaco To Issue Stamps Honoring Schweitzer 
=i reer ee ee we LE MONE) LZGE 


Giionte Carlo) - A special set of a commemorative postage stamps will ve issued 
socn by the Principality of iionace to honour the missionary werk cf Dr, 
Sciveitzer., There will be four Stamps in the series. One will. show the landing 

he second 
Sta p will present a portrait of Dr. cchweitzer against a backgreund of tropical 
Plants and animals, The hospital at Lambarene will be also pictured, while an air 
Mail stamp will show a tropical view in the background with a medaillion pcrtrait 
Of Dr, Schweirzer in the centre, 


. 


it is the first time that a predominantly Roman Catholic principality, famous ~ 
for its colq@gful stamps, has honoured a prominent Protestant. A number of religious 
“leaders have recently appeared on Monaco postaSé™PAcluding St, Francis savier, 
and Pope Pius xX, B.P.S., Geneva 


—— -. a ee 
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Evanston mirrored in the press 


Newspapers all over the world, especially Christian newspapers, are devoting 
more space to the Evanston Assembly now than they did while it was still sitting. 
(The Assembly was held in August at Evanston, Illinois, U.S.A.). 


The Belgian weekly "Evanglile et Liberté" of Septeinber 29th writes: "what 
mere tne results of the Assembly, for it is clearly impossible t: achieve further 
unity in the present situation - as nearly everyone admitted? It mey therefore be 
Oe what good did #vanston do? In actual fact its achievements were considerable, 
and tiie reactions which it has aroused prove the importance attacnsd tc it, And 
| ne ee can do more than is permissible, in face of the present conditicn of 
the Uhurches, 


4 


Half a century of ecumenical action has borne fruit. "Faith and Urder" and 
)"Life and Work" have come intc being, and have been improved upon, :hat they need 
nov is to be renewed. From this point cf view Evanston was the achisvement of a 
Certain goal, Will it prceve tc have been the starting-point for fresh ventures? 
Onl time can show," 


"Kirche und iiann", the weekly paper published in Guetersloh (Germany) says 
in its Lcteber number: "The Ass:mbly did not confine itself toa the central questions 
concerning Christ's doctrine and his return, The subjects dealt with ranged from 
ve centre of the Christian message to its mest far-reaching applicaticns, Thus 
the Assembly itself bere witness that all over the world the Church's isclaticn and 
introversicn must end (as the Report of one Secticn expressed it)... 


"The British weekly" writes: "\hat's the use of '‘ecumenicity! if ordinary 
peosle don't meet?" and goes on tc say, "Of course it can't be dene! But the British 


Council of Churches are doing the best they can to make it as néar 


BS, 
cee 


NT'tAmi chrétien des Familles", a weekly published in France, sums up its in- 
pressions as follows: "As at Amsterdam six years ago, Evanston was a humbling ex~ 
perience because it forced us to recognise all the ‘isms' which still obstruot the 
read to unity. But we thank God icr giving us a sense of our unity in Christ, 
making us feel nearer to one an ther than befcre. 


"Win spite of all our differences in the formulaticn cf cur faith, in ritual 
fend in tradition, ncthing can destroy the reality of the communicn wi:ich we ex= 
“perienced during these seventeen days, in a unity based con Jesus Christ and on 
the Bible. This unity was deeper and more real than any unity cof principle based on 
an institution or on decreés which might be considered infallible, 


"This sense of unity was given tc us by the grace of God. lit leads us to trust 
that God will continue to show us His grace, as He has promised, if - united in 
God's Vord and in Christ, the Lord and Saviour of us all, end seeking to distinguish 
between what is essential and what is of seccndary importance - we stay tcgether 
and let the Holy Spirit guide us in the directicn of unity," 


"The Messenger", the montnly paper of the Evangelical and Refcrmed Church in 
the U,S.ii., writes: "Such statements of the Assembly as thcse on segregation and 
On weapons of mass destruction de not, of course, have any ecclesiastical authority 
in the sense of defining the position which the member Churches must hold, They 
de, hewever, have a strong moral authority as representing a remakable consensus 
of judgment in the leadership of the churches in all parts of the world,.. In sum- 
“mary, it can clearly be said that the Council gives increasing evidence of being a 
World Council and not merely a Council of Western Hurope and America," 


y true as possible." 
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"The Presbyterian Life" (U,S,A,) states, in one of its September issues: 
> 
"Zivanston means crowds and iid eat In scope and diversity the Assembly was 


} the greatest in Uhristian history ... Evanston means, in the words cf the «orld 


Council's new honorary epeeacnt: Anglican Bishcp George K,A, Bell, ‘a deep spiri- 
tual fellowship ... it is the encounter of delegate with delegate «,. thet matters 
most, 1! 


"The Christian Evangelist" (national weekly of the Disciples of Christ, U.S.A.) 
reminds its readers that "at iivanston the Church marshalled its creavtvest talents 
and despest devotion tc the study of how the world's needs may be met - all in 
the licht of the Cross and of th. Uhristian Gospel," 


y Dr, artin Niemoeller, Church-President of Hesse and Nessau end a member of 


end a 
) the Ven.rzl Committee of the world Council, writes in the Bvangclical Press Service: 
e 


% up at 


'The most important thing (about Evanston) was that the organisation s 
But this 


)Amcterdam had proved werkable. 1 wont tc Hvanston with some anxiety. 


Panxicty was by no means completsly\ justified ... One thing is certsin: a large, 


official Ass mbly of this kind cinnct be expected to undertake pioneer work. In this 
respect an Assembly can never achieve as much as a few individucls, whe havs studied . 
tisir subject thoroughly befcrehand, But I think, nevertheless, that especially in 
Secticns 4 and 5 (the Sections dealing with en 1 and raci.1 questions) very 
/velcone progress was made on the smuterdan Assembly in 1948. The Jewish question 
will 2lso have to be tackled mere energetically thn hitherto..." 


'reformation", the Swiss paper on Protestant cultural end political questions 
(published in Zurich) has an article commenting on the Evansicn Assembly: "se. At 
any rate cn the surface the Assembly was what the Americans call 'e great success', 
)This had psen ensured by the excellent preparations ef the Genersl Secretariat. 


Beevlt Wes clear yb at the time cf high hopes is past. That is an essential stage; 


‘the .orld Council overcome the initial difficulties of its fc rmaticn, and the 
delegates can now meet in an atmesphere cf friendly attentiin and patiently study 
“the many preblems which confrcnt them... lt may therefore be sid that the Assemrbe 
vly never lost sight of the real theme and purpose of a world gathering of this 

kind, during its complicated and tiring discussions," 


in "The Church of England Noispaper", Canon Gliver S, Temkins, in speaking 
‘er the sindings of the Faith and Order movement: "The next two paragraphs speak of 
the mony New Testament ways of describing this unity (one body, head nd members, 
etc.), and of the unity as derived frm the whole work of Christ, incarnaticn, 
wministry, teaching, calling the Telve, death, resurrection, ascension and gift 
‘of the Spirit. 


"Section (B) speaks of this given unity ‘in its Zarthly Pilgrimese' in terms 
ef its growth frem a unity as given, tc a unity to be manifested at the last (Ephe- 
Msicns iv. 3 end 13) and as included in the fundamentsl New Testament paradox of 
gq the ne: man' and 'the old men', of simul justus et peccaior, of the need to be 

crucified with Christ in crder ha be raised with Christ, 


Ks 


; 
) 


"This thought is literally crucial, If this way cf speaking is biblicul and 
6gitimate, it breaks away from the traditional Cathclic ind Orthoaex distinction 
tween the perfection of the Uhurch and the sin of its members, a distinction which 
a 


s 


-. 


ves 'the Church! evacuated of historical content by making it an abstraction 
% 


* frem its members," 


ar 


le 
e 

le 

ap 


Finally we read in "Christi.nity and Urisis" (a fortnightly journal of 
Christian opinion): 


Ny 
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"The Assembly did express a strong word cf hope in Christ end even those who 
differed most profcundly on the theological basis of hope seemed to draw many of 
tne ‘same practical conclusions frem their hepe. It is ten earl; to sey how far the 
disagreements about the theolegical basis and context of hcye in Christ have caused 
real frustration among the delezates of the Churches. But it is evident now that 
the isseubly attempted here something that was impossible, ive shoulda ve thankful 
that no pressure to obtain agreement caused the Assembly te set ferth a pesition 

“which would have troubled the ccnsciences cf both delegates end member Churches," 
Ber.5., Geneva 


Gi 


Group of Christian Laymen Issue Statement on "Europe Aftsr the Defeat of E.D.C," 


The Committee on the Christian Responsibility for Huropean Coopsration has 
issued a statement on "Hurope after the Defeat of Huropean Defence Community" fol- 
lowing a meeting in Brussels, Uctober 2 and 3. In this statement the Committee , 
which is an unofficial group of Suropean laymen, expresses the view that while 
the defeat of the EDC in the French Parliament makes it uncertain what ferms of co- 
}operation will prevail, "... urgent common tasks still confrent the Surcpean nations 3 

the necessity of #urepean unity is as pressing as ever. The present uncertitude 
itself requires that new and concrste initatives be taken quickly in crder to rea- 
dizé new progress toward the econemic, «onetary and political unificaticn of Europe, 


The meeting of the Committee which wag held in the Salle de le Recepticn of 
the Mission iwethcdiste in Brusssls was Rois by Pref, André Philio cf France, 
(Other members present were Dr. C.L, Patijn, Holland, vice-chairmeansDr, H, Ehlers 
and Dr. , Bauer of Germany; Pref. René Courtin of France; Ur, ax chnstamm, 
luxcinbourg; i, Jean hey and li, Pierre mahillon of Belgium; Sir Kenneth Grubob of 

the United Kingdom; and Mr, James ce of Sweden, 


inp 


The statement notes that the decisions taken at the Q-pewser ccnfsrence in 
Londen suggest new forms of ete nm cooperaticn and it is steted that ",,, every 
ferm of coopération which promises results sheuld be used, beth the mcre comprehen- 
Sive supranational approach witheut a full British participation, «na the less 
binding forms of ccoperation in which Great Britain can participate", 


The statement of the Committee is critical of that segment of Uhristian 
Opinion which opposed the ratification of the H,D,C, without considering eas con- 
crete alternatives: "It was neither sound nor responsible to oppose the E,D.C, on 
the basis it involved rearment if the only alternative were known to be an unde- 
fined alliance of national armics, Those who did se must fece the fact that with 
the death of the supranational system, as embodied in the #,D.C,, they must accept 
fesponsibilty for a host of dubicus consequences, including the inevitability of 
national military establishments, This was not their desire, but their reluctance 

“tc support the better though admittedly not ideal alternative Moe jeopardised our 
common destiny, How shail we explain this remarkable inechsrence between the 
hignest professed principles and the most pitiful actual results, such as a new 
rise of nationalism in several lands?" 


On the questicen of German reariment and negotiation with the Seviet 
the Committee maintains that there are serious "confusions abcut politi 
Regarding German SLUT says: "It 1s, ‘of course, a sérictus matter 
heticns cencerned to reverse the poner: concerning German rearmament wW 
they took immediately after the war, but it is clear today that this rearmament 
Cannot be prevented", And the Committee believes that negotiation with ths Soviet 
Union will not succeed as long as the western povers are disunited and c.n be played 
egainst each other. The Committee states that the issue of German reunification is 
Na matter indeed, of special importance" but maintains that "only the strength of a 
United and free Hurope will secure the peaceful reunificaticn ot Germany", 


#.P.S., Geneva 
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Lede vite The Churches in the Soviet Union 


Nikolaus Basseches, the well -known journalist who has lived a long time 

in Russia, writes in the "Furche" (the Austrian weekly dealing with cultural and 
| political affairs, No.37, September 11th 1954) on the present position of the 
| Christian Churches in the Soviet Union: "We do not know a great deal about the 
| religious life in the Soviet Union, At any rate the position of the Churches and 
religious in the Soviet Union has become stabilised, at least as far as their 
recognition by the State is concerned, Religion still has opportunities to have 
some influence, even if limited in scope, There is no longer any discrimination 
against the clergy; the occupation of the priest or clergyman is classified as an 
intellectual profession and is protected accordingly, Materially the clergy are 
comparatively well off, especially as they are allowed to do part-time work in 
state institutions. Thus many Russian village priests are at the same time book- 
keepers or office-workers on the collective farms. The pastors in the "Free Chur.. 
ches" and in the Baptist Church are almost all working full-time for the State," 


Basseches confirms that the Churches have to assept the fact, that they 
cannot take one step beyond what is purely religious or connected with Church 
| affairs. The law prohibits giving religious instructions to any persons under 16 
| years of age. And regular religious instruction for persons over 16 is difficult 
| to organise, because the churches are not allowed to hold any kind of meetings 
except purely church meetings and divine services, This law has now been re-— 
} ilaxed a little, to permit regular choir-practices in the churches. Life in mo- 
/ nasteries and convents has also been legalised again, 


| Basseches comes to the conclusion that the law forbidding religious instruc-— 
tion to persons under 16 does not deeply affect the Russian-Orthodox Church: 

"The majority of the population received no regular religious instruction even 

at the time of the Tsars. Compulsory school attendance was not introduced into 
Russia until the Soviet régime. And at the time of the Tsars the overwhelming 


sim: of the Exenmentcal Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


’ ; t . , > , op ects Teds : 
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majority of the Russian—Orthodox population received no religious instruction 
outside the school (about two-thirds of the people were illiterate). In spite 

of this everyone understood about religious matters and knew all about religious 
customs and ceremonies. The children learned religion in their homes and from the 
life around them, They were taught by their mothers and grandmothers, This is 
still true under the Soviet régime. The law has a more serious affect on the other 
Churches, And the clergy are not allowed to enter the schools, barracks or prisons, 
However, nearly all the confessions(especially the Russian "Prawoslawe" Church) 
take part in the foreign policyy of the Soviet Union. They all took part in the 
"Peace wlovement", The "Foreign Minister" of the Russian Patriarchate, Metropolitan 
Nicholas of Krutizy and Kolomna (that is the Official title of ‘the Archbishop of 
Moscow) is even a member of the World Peace Courcil...Whenever contacts are made 
with foreign Churches or foreign clergy, it is always the Russian Patriarchate 
which invites them, This was also done when Anglican and other Protestant clergy 
were invited to Russia, although three of the Soviet Republics ~ Latvia, Esthonia 
and Finnish Carelia - are predominantly Lutheran and although there are two Luthe~ 


ran Bishops in the Soviet Union... For the Arabian countries the Mohammedan priest— 


hood is also important," 


Basseches said that the present "stream of anti-religious propaganda" is "a 
routine affair", The atheistic propaganda in the Soviet Union is noticeable in 
Russia "but not much more than in other countries. According to the Constitution, 
the Church is separate from the State. "But all the church-buildings and other 
buildings used by the religious bodies are the property of the State, The reli- 
gious bodies rent these buildings from the State, and some of objects needed for 
the services. There is a "Ministry of Religion" in charge of this property... 
Buildings of one religion cannot be rented to a different religious body. If.a 
church-building is not used, the State must offer it to the members of that churchs 
if no one wants to rent-it after a certain time, the State may then use the buil-— 
ding for secular purposes or pull it down... The different churches and religions 
ére allowed to maintain colleges for training their clergy, There are no theolo- 
gical colleges belonging to the State. Each large religious body also has the —aeht 
to publish one periodical, and also books needed for the services, They obtain the 
paper and other necessary material from the State. These publications are often 
printed in state printing-works," 


Basseches explains that "although the heads of many Churches bear the title 
of ‘Patriarch! or 'Archbishop', they are not legally regarded as such. The Russian 
law relating to religious matters regards the basis of every religious organisation 
as ‘a fellowship of believers! or'a group of believers', ns 
A fellowship of believers must be formed in order to rent a church-building 
from the State. A 'fellowship of believers! must consist of at least 25 persons, 
who are personally responsible to the State for the rent. A fellowship of this kind 
rents the building on a permanent lease, ‘Groups of believers! may consist of only 
five persons. In that case they can only rent a prayer-room for their services 
On special occasions. According to the law relating to religion, thebelievers can 
convene ‘congresses! for certain districts - for one Republic or even for the 
whole Soviet Union, Every ‘congress! of this kind Can elect a permanent Executive 
Committee with a President, which is responsible for carrying out decisions of 
the congress. Permission for holding 'congresses' of this kind must be granted by 
the state authorities... The executive committees are called 'Holy Synods'," 

E.P.S,, Geneva 


_ 
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Transmission of Evans ton-Appeal to the Churches 


In accordance with the decision of the Evanston Assembly and the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches the Assembly's "Appeal! concerning the 
international situation has been sent to all member Churches of the Council and 
to a number of Churches which are not members of the Council® A special approach 
was made to the Church of Russia. The Bishop of Chichester, Dr, Franklin Clark Fry 
and Dr, WA, Visser't Hooft who Had been invited by the Central Committee to 
accept responsibility for the transmission of the Appeal to the Churches, had 
accepted a proposal from Bishop Dibelius, one of the Presidents of the Council, that 
he together with Dr. Visser't Hooft should visit Archbishop Boris in Berlin in order 
to transmit the Appeal to the Patriarchate of Moscow. This visit took place on 
October 18th. Bishop Dibelius and Dr, Visser't Hooft stressed the desire of the 
Assembly tocontribute to the establishment of peaceful conditions and gave Arch-— 
bishop Boris the Appeal together with the report of the Section on International 
Affairs and the accompanying resolutions, Archbishop Boris expressed his gratitude 
for the visit and promised to transmit the Evanston documents to the Patriarch 
of Moscow, E.P.S., Geneva 


World's Thirst for Books 


The rise of a great new body of readers in Asia and Africa and their demand 
for good books and literature is illustrated in the 155th Annual Report of the 
United Society for Christian Literature Ue Be alien) s entitled in PARTNERSHIP. Du- 
ring the year the Society produced and distributed books and leaflets throughout the 
world in many languages, 


The needs of the Christian ministry are an important concern in modern litera-— 
ture production, The Society is publishing a new popular series sponsored by the 
International Missionary Council called World Christian Books, These were first 
Conceived as a series of basic texts for adaptation and translation into languages _ 
of the Younger Churches - a shelf of books for the Asian or African minister owning 
few books or none, and with no library to lend him these essential tools, 


With the legal registration in India of the Christian Literature Society, the 
Indian branch of the Society became an independent body, working "in association 
with" the parent society. A very active Chinese publishing programme based in 
Hong Kong is assisted by a grant from the U.S.C.L, The Committee is also studying 
the possibility of work in Persia. In Central Africa a new bookshop and warehouse 
was opened in Lusaka, capital of Northern Rhodesia. Vhe branches in N.Rhodesia 
co-operate with the Bible Society to distribute the Scriptures. Over 4'000 copies 
of the long-awaited Bemba New Testament were sold in four months on the Copperbelt, 
besides Scriptures in seventeen other languages. Grants of books were also made 
for use in detention camps in Kenya, H.P.S., Geneva 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA Government Control of Church Sites 


(Johannesburg ) - A circular signed by the Secretary of African Affairs states that 
leases of sites to churches in urban locations may be cancelled if any represen- 
tative of the church does anything to "encourage deterioration in the relation- 
Ships" between Africans and the Government, 


| This and several other provisions in the circular were described as "an 
attempt to impose a tyranny on the church", 


Lt 


see text of the appeal on page 9 
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The circular has been sent to all urban local authorities in the Union. It 
emphasises that acquisition of sites must be approved by the Minister of Native 
Affairs, as well as by local authorities. 


The circular declares: "It has been decided that, as regards the maximum 
duration of occupation, no agreement or permission to occupy shall be for longer 
than on a yearly basis. 


"Owing to the intervention by representative of certain church and other 
bodies in matters outside the scope of the work they should underteke among the 
natives, it has been decided that provision should be made for the cancellation of 
leases if the activities of any such representatives outside the normal scope of 
his work, is of a subversive nature, or might tend to lead to or encourage de- 
terioration in the relationships between the natives and governmental persons or 
bodies, if not to out-and-out defiance or breaches of the law..." 


The circular states further that "no non-native may reside on the site 


without the approval of the Minister," E.P.S., Geneva 
YOUGOSLAVIA Orthodox Metropolitans in Belgrade 


(Belgrade) - A delegation frou the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Istanbul arrived in 
Belgrade to spend a few days as guésts of Patriarch Vikentije, head of the Ser- 
bian Orthodox Church, 


The group, on its way back to Istanbul from the Second Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Evanston, I1l., (see EPS NoG3ff. included Metropolitan 
James of Philadelphia, secretary of the Holy Synod at Istanbul, and Metropolitan 
Gennadios of Heliopolis. 


During their stay there, the two leaders were scheduled to call on Dobrivoje 
Radosavljevic, head of the government's religious commission, E,.P.S., Geneva 


GReAT BRITAIN Church of Scotland Simplifies Catechism 


(Edinburgh) - Church of Scotland Sunday school and Bible classes have received 
copies of a new and simplified version of the Shorter Catechism in use in the 
Church for more than 300 years, 


The new catechism, product of ten years! reasearch by the Church's Committee 
on Doctrine, will be used in classes for two years before being reviewed for 
possible emendation, 


This is the first new catechism since the Larger and Shorter Catechisms 
were approved in 1647, E.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY Twenty Church Officials still in prison in German Democratic Republic 


(Bochum) - Twenty officials of the Protestant Church are still in prison in the 
German Democratic Republic. This information was given by Dr. Krummacher (General 
Superintendent, Berlin) at a demonstration for "National Unity and Church Unity" 
at Bochum, E.P.S., Geneva 


_ 
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GERMANY Church Protest Against Distortion of Christian leaching 


The Protestant Church—leaders of Berlin-Brandenburg published the following 
declaration: 


"During the last few weeks a pamphlet has been circulated in our district 
entitled 'God's Commandment and the Law of the State', published by the Protestant 
study-circle in connection with the Election Committee of the National Front of 
the German Democratic Republic: 


The Protestant Church realises that it shares responsibility for the whole 
life of the people. It must ensure that spiritual and secular matters are not 
confused. But in the case of this pamphlet God's Word is distorted for purposes 
of political propaganda. For instance, the Marxist system of education is justi- 
fied by an arbitrary interpretation of the 4th Commandment and by reference to 
Luther's Catechism, The message of the Bible is completely distorted when the 
pamphlet described going to vote as a choice between life and death in the sense 
of the Prophet Jeremiah: "Behold, 1 set before you the way of life, and the way 
of death", ; 


The Church leaders in the German Democratic Republic expressed the misgivings 
of many serious Christiansconcerning the forthcoming election to the representative 
of President Otto Mischke. They told him that the Christian's obligations to God 
and to the Bible must be respected, also in the great questions of public life." 

B,P.&., Geneva 


CANADA Christianity Needs Laymen to Advance 


(Toronto) -— Christianity is "on the march again" and showing a "most revolutio-— 
nary new vitality" through an immense growth in the sense of religious responsi- 
bility among laymen, Dr. Elton Trueblood, chief of religious information for the 
United States Information Agency and one of America's foremost lay theologians 
(Quaker) said here, 


"Ten thousand years from now our children's Urlaub arti of us as living 
in one of the creative periods and at a time much nearer to the beginning than to 
the end of the Christian movement. The Christian faith is still young. we are 
still in a period when it is flexible and growing and vital... The Christian faith 
is again on: the march,! 


Hailing our "new reformation", Dr. Trueblood stressed "three great words" —— 
vocation, commitment and stewardship -- through which he said Christian witness is 
appearing in new ways, 


"what we have inaugurated in our time," he said, "is the employment of hither- 
to unexploited Christian resources, Since we have already reached a high level of 
achievment on the part of our clergy and professional theologies, it is only in 
a better use of lay men and women that a great change can come, 


"Tf we can find ways in which we can liberate any considerable part of the 
lay forces, we may be able to produce a change of incalculeble significance." 
HeP.S., Geneva 


Evanston Mirrored in the World Press 


The Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches held at Evanston, Ill., 
this Summer (August 14-31, 1954) continues to be a theme of topical interest in 
the world press, In the following paragre,.3s we publish some comments which throw 
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a significant light on the nature of this world conference of the churches, 


"Zeitwende/Die Neue Furche", a monthly Protestant periodical edited in Ham- 


burg, appreciates the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches as "a 
festival of ecumenical work", and states that "those who do not want to study 
seriously and with discipline, can no longer have a say in matters concerning the 
ecumenical movement..." "Ecumenical study parties" were arranged for the purpose 
of helping individual churches to examine the findings of the Kvanston Assembly 

at the church-member's level: "The churches, bearing the name of Jesus Christ, 
have been alienated from each other in the course of history... A foreign language 
cannot be learnt just by listening to an occasional lecture in it but by starting 
| to spell out individual words and by persevering in this job for weeks, months and 
years," 


"Although the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches took place on 
another continent, it nevertheless deserves the greatest interest of the Protestant 
communities; for no country received more help from the ecumenical movement in the 
aftermath of the war than Germany", the chief editor of the German Protestant Press 
service, Dr, Luepsen, stated after his return from Evanston. To the question, what 
exactly had been the results of Evanston, Dr, Luepsen answered: "I consider as a 
very important result the fact that so many Christians of every nation,race and 
denomination had an opportunity for a fresh encounter. This personal contact will 
be a decisive contribution towards strengthening the ecumenical movement," 


"Die Stimme der Gemeinde" ("The Yoice of the Church"), a fortnightly publication 
of the Confessing Church, in an editorial on the ecumenical discussions writes: 
"Patience is needed in ecumenical discussion, since it does not consist of a series 
of brilliant monologues; nor is it a competition, nor least of all a battle between 
Opposing opinions, Those who consider themselves to be the stronger in faith must 
see that they may serve their brethren with the strength and insight bestowed on 
them - otherwise their strength and insight are no good to them... No one can 
seriously want to be first without having thefear that he may turn out to be the 
last. In this respect we may well have gone a small step forward at Evanston," 


In an article published in the Swiss Evangelical Press Service, Pastor Dr, A. 
Koechlin, Bale, deals with "the present ecumenical situation"."1t was significant," 
Dr. Koechlin writes, "that its origin lay in missionary circles. The individual 
churches benefited much more from the ecumenical movement than they realised. The 
organisation set up by the Amsterdam Assembly in 1948 has proved its worth. The 
International Missionary Council and the World Council of Churches have different 
tasks to fulfil but work in close co-operation, supplementing each other. At Evanston 
the missionary churches stood out from the rest... It is of decisive importance that 
the churches should remain aloof from the division between the western and eastern 
blocs," 


"The Churches did not content themselves with declarations" states. the "Kir- 
chenblatt fuer die Reformierte Schweiz" (Church News for the Reformed Christians 
in Switzerland); "on the contrary they examined the deep disruption of contemporary 
society, not only the division of the Church but also the political and social con- 
flicts accentuated by the awakening of Asia and Africa," The article goes on to 
Say. that clearly the churches could grapple with the vast problems they are facing 
only "by uniting in faith and in hope. That is why the Assembly in Evanston centred 
around the main theme which was also the prerequisite for so many other individual 
problems: 'Christ — the Hope of the World'." "In spite of the real difficulties the 
positive result should not be overlooked: that the Assembly gave a clear witness to 
the Christian hope, This was unequivocally expressed in its Message," 
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"The period of theological isolation is now over! writes Prof, Nikolainen 
(member of the Finnish delegation in Evanston) in the Information Service of the 


Church of Finland. "In the present world which is getting smaller and smaller, 


everything has an effect upon everything... The Second Assembly was a light signal 


in the present chaotic world, The difficult theme of the Assembly brought the 
churches nearer to each other," Mr, Juva, lecturer of Church History at the 


University of Helsinki says in the same information service: "The Evanston Assembly 
means three things, First, it shows that the Christian churches take seriously the 


word of the ecumenical Spel about the one, holy, and catholic church, Secondly, 


Evanston leads us to a confession of our limits and possibilities. Thirdly, the 
Second Assembly opens new possibilities to every church to learn from each other, 


"On from Evanston" is the title of an editorial in the Church of England News- 
paper commenting the success of the World Council Assembly: "The success of Evanston 


is not something which can be judged by itself, Evanston on its own has no meaning: 


it gains significance only because of its relationship to the life of the Churches 


which are members of the World Council of Churches. Its success lies in the hands 


of the churches, If its discussions and findings are brought into the parishes and 
made the starting point of new thought and action, whatever shortcomings it may 


have had Evanston will be a success," 


"The Christian World", London, underlines the witness of the eastern Euro- 
pean i hristians in Evanston and writes: "What seems most important to us is that 


in the actual critique of the Assembly and its work, Dr, Hajek and Professor 


Hromadka say nothing that many of us in the West would not be able to say with 


them, Like some of the Westerners, these Eastern European Christians are not free 


from their own bias, lt is this knowledge of bias and prejudice, that is both 


Caused by and produces again a turning to Jesus Christ as the sole source and 


standard of judgment, that is in a real sense the starting-point of our renewal 
and our hope," 


"The United Church Observer", Canada, has the impression that the Churches in 
the World Council are "developing a commendable capacity for self-criticism": 


"The most radical evidence of self-criticism had to do with the position of the 


Churches with regard to race relations, An out-and-out rejection of the principle 


‘* 


of racial segregation was made, especially as applied to the Church itself. While 
it was recognized that differing historical backgrounds would mean different pro- 
cesses in applying the principle, no doubt was left that segregation must be 
treated as unacceptable to the Christian sonscience." E.P,S., Geneva 


The Evanston Assembly ~ Roman-Catholic Reactions 


We quote the following views on the Evanston Assembly from Roman-—Catholic 
newspapers, 0,J. Dumont writes in "Vers 1'Unité chrétienne", the "Catholic In- 
formation Bulletin" of the ISTINA Study Centre: "The Assembly summed up its work 
and its conclusions in a short Message addressed to all Christians and to all men,., 


“This Message is a witness to the faith in Christ shared by all the participation, 
and an expression of gratitude for the work accomplished and the unity realised 
in the world Council of Churches,., "The opposition between the advocates and the 


Opponents of the eschatological view of Christian hope is important because of 


the doctrinal presuppositions which lie behind it, 


"Tt will soon be seen how the theologians of the different member Churches 


of the world Council accept the new ideas resulting from the studies undertaken 
on the question of unity by Faith and Order, The main theme at Evanston seems to 


a. 


No. 44 + October 22 etl ey ao 


provide a very fertile soil on which even we, Catholic theologians, may be able 
to follow the ecumenical dialogue with interest, 


"If any progress was realised at Evanston in a direction which we could wel- 
come it was, in our opinion, the fact that the Assembly really tackled more effec-— 
tively than ever before the problem whether it might be necessary to revise the 
positions hitherto held by each Church, based on the belief that their loyalty to 
God's Word forced them to take those positions. So far only a timid beginning 
has been made, but it has been made and apparently accepted," 


On the other hang Father Charles Boyer (of Rome) writes as follows in "La 
Croix", the Paris weekly: "The Evanston Assembly will undoubtedly be of great 
interest to Catholics rho follow the ecumenical movement, if they consult the 
enormous amount of material supplied by such a long conference.,. The fruits of 
the Assembly's work were summed up in the Message which it addressed to all 
Christians, and even to all men, This Message had been accepted unanimously, a 
remarkable fact because the Message is more Significant and more positive than one 
would have dared to hope... This result was partly due to the prayers offered for 
the Assembly by Christians of good faith, including many Catholics who wished to 
help their separated brethren, 


"The Message is primarily religious, It was to be feared that it would be 
preoccupied with secular interests such as freedom, justice and peace. These 
serious problems are not underestimated; but the basic truth stressed throughout 
the Message is the fact that we are made for God and that our hearts can find 
satisfaction only in Him, 


The fortnightly paper "Documentation Catholic", published in Paris, states 
in an article on "The Catholic Church and Fvanston': "Hyerything. led us to be- 
lieve that the Papacy would appoint some observers to attend the Assembly, as 
in 1952 it had sent observers to another ecumenical conference (at Lund). But the 
attitude of the American Catholic bishops seems to have made this impossible, How- 
ever, Catholics will certainly be fully informed about what is said and done at 
Evanston, 


"That is, indeed, one of the most moving aspects of the ecumenical movement 
today. The Roman Catholic Church continues to maintain that it is the only true 
Church of Christ... At the same time a growing number of Catholic priests and 
other Catholics are sharing through study and prayer in the great task that has 
been going on now for half a century — the task of removing the scandal of the 
Church's divisions. One has only to read the Catholic reviews which deal specially 
with the study of ecumenical questions in order to convince one-self of the con- 
Siderable interest taken by Catholics, especially in the theological aspect of 
the ecumenical movement... | 


"The papacy has published an instruction entitled 'De motione oecumenica! 
in which it acknowledges the action of the Holy Spirit in the growing desire for 
unity felt by a large number of non-Catholic Christians, 


"The essential point for all, the reason why the ecumenical movement was 
created and of which the World Council of Churches is the expression, is the 
Progress towards the unity of all Christians, i.e. towards repairing the schisms 
which occurred in the eleventh century in the East and in the 16th century in the 
West...'! 
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AN APPEAL FROm TH# WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
a a a nN 


brought before the Plenary Session by Section IV 
and adopted by ths Evanston Assembly 
eames ae nla Ye OT AGESOMD Ly 


1. God is the God of justice and peace, and the Lord of history, He calls us 
all to repentance. It is in obedience to Him, and through the eyes of our 
Christian faith that we look at the problems of this troubled world, 

It is not our purpose in the present Statement to pass judgment on past 
actions, We seek rather to contribute to a new spiritual climate in which a 
fresh start can be made by all governments and peoples. 


2. The world is so broken up and divided that international agreement seems re- 
mote at the moment. Everywhere fear and mistrust prevail, The very possibility of 
good-neighbourly relations between nations is denied, 

We believe that there are two conditions of crucial importance which must 
be met, if catastrophe is to be avoided: 


i. The prohibition of all weapons of mass destruction; including atomic 

and hydrogen bombs, with provision for international inspection and control 
such as would safeguard the security of all nations, together with the 
drastic reduction of all other armaments, 


ii. The certain assurance that no country will engage in or support aggres- 
Sive or subversive acts in other countries, 


3. We believe that a sound international order is possible only to the extent 
that peace, justice, freedom and truth are assured, 

We are convinced that peace will be gravely endangered so long as the arma- 
ments race continues, and so long as any nation seeks to extend its power by the 
threat or use of military force, 

To meet the demands of justice, whether in a particular nation, or in the 
assistance of peoples in under-developed countries, is our moral duty. ie re- 
cognize that progress in raising the standard of living in underdeveloped count- 
ries is discouragingly slow; and that increasing sacrifice on the part of richer 
nations is essential. Freedom means man's opportunity to realise his worth in 
God's sight, and to fulfil his God-given destiny, All nations have a duty to 
secure for their citizens the right to criticize or approve, as conscience dic-— 
tates, Moreover, fear and suspicion cannot be replaced by respect and trust un- 
less powerful nations remove the yoke which now prevents other nations and peoples 
from freely determining their own government and form of society. Freedom and 
justice in their turn depend upon the steady proclamation of truth. False propa- 
ganda, whether to defend a national policy or to criticise the practice of another 
government will increase international tension and may contribute to war. 


4, The World Council of Churches bears witness to Christ as the Hope of the 
World, In the strength of that hope, and impelled by the desire to help in the 
relief of present tensions it makes the following appeal, 


1. Wie appeal to the governments and the peoples to continue to speak to 
one another, to avoid rancor and malice, and to look for ways by which 
fear and suspicion may be removed, 


ii. te appeal to the governments and the peoples also to devote their 
strength and their resources to meeting the peaceful needs of the citi- 

zens of their countries, and above all to a determined common effort to 
secure a decent standard of living among poorer and underdeveloped countries, 


= 
J 
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iii. We appeal to the statesmen and the leaders of public opinion and 
the press to refrain from words and actions which are designed to in- 
flame enmity and hatred, 


iv. We appeal to the representatives of the churches in these countries 
between which tension exists to visit one enother, so that they may gain 
a better understanding of one another, and of the countries in which they 
live, and thus strengthen the bonds of fellowship, and promote the recon- 
ciliation of the nations, 


v. We appeal to the churches to bid their members recognise their political 
responsibilities, and also to ask Christian technicians and administrators 

to find a vocation in the service of U.N. Agencies engaged in meeting the 
needs of economically and technically underdeveloped countries, thus bringing 
a Christian temper of love and understanding to bear upon the immensely 
difficult task of mutual assistar.cc in the encounter of different cultures. 


vi. We appeal to all members of all churches to unite in a common ministry 
of reconciliation in proclaiming Christ as the Hope of the World, in inter- 
cession for one another and in mutual service, 


vii. Finally, we call upon all Christians everywhere to join in prayer to 
Almighty. God, that He will guide the governments and the peoples in the 
ways of justice and peace, B.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Evangelical And Reformed Church to Continue Working For Merger 
inh cots osha been ee tinue Working tor Merger 


(Winston-Salem, N.C.) - The General Council of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church meeting in semi-annual session here, decided to continue working for a 
merger of the denomination with the Congregational Christian Churches, 


The Evangelical and Reformed leaders issued a brief statement which said: 
"The General Council, conscious of the encouragement toward unity which was 
brought to theC hurch by the EvanstonAs:sembly of the World Council of Churches, 
looks forward to the meeting with the executive committe of the Congregational 
Christian Churches," é 


The Council has scheduled to meet With the executive committee of the Con- 
gregational Christian Churches in October to discuss further steps in the pro- 


posed merger, H.P.S., Geneva 
JAPAN Statement on Japanese Migration 
CALAN ee ea OE Se SS Mier avlon 


(Tokyo) — A "Statement on Japanese Migration" was drawn up at the last meeting 
of the International Affairs Commission of the National Christian Council of 
Japan and forwarded to the World Council meeting at Evanston, The statement 
forms the basis for an appeal to the World Council to encourage the opening of 
closed doors to refugee-immigrants and to assist the newly~arrived emigrants in 
their countries of resettlement, 


The Statement goes on to say: "It is estimated that on July 1, 1954, Japan's 
population stood at 88, 000,000, an increase of 16 million over 1945. These 
figures become increasingly fearful when it is realised that this steady rise 
in population is notwithstanding a steep drop in the birth rate during the post- 
war years, From the peak of 34 births per 1000 in 1947, the birth rate dropped 


e aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


. 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to he held -rochancills tre nhtninus acchaceceD tata 
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to 23 in 1952 and to 21 in 1953, a decrease of 38 per cent in eight years. 


"Along with the decreasing birth rate, the drop in the post-war death rate 
has been amazing. Efficient public health measures, the welfare work under the 
Allied occupation, as well as the application of sulfa drugs and penicillin has 
resulted in the death rate dropping from 17 deaths per 1,000 in 1946 to 9 per 
1,000 in 1953. The excess of births over deaths, or the natural rate of increase 
in population in Japan during 1953 was 12 per OO), 


"Nevertheless, even at this present increasingly low rate of population in- 
crease, Japan's population will reach loo million between 1968 and 1970. Though: 
there is no one single solution to this population problem, we would invite the 
attention of the world Christian community to migrational opportunities for Japa- 

' nese people. 


"we are aware cf the anxiety of certain countries over the settlement of 
large numbers of Japanese within their borders. We call attention to the fact 
that the post-war Japan is not the militaristic, imperialistic nation of the pre- 
war period, 


"Wwe bespeak the assistance of Christian people around the world in facili- 
tating the immigration of desirable persons to such countries as will welcome 
them; and insofar as is possible and appropriate, we hope the World Council of 
Churches will investigate possible areas for Japanese emigration, assist re- 
patriated Japanese refugees who wish to emigrate and assist in sending Christian 
pastors to serve such emigrants. 


"In view of the fact that there are among the 6,279,106 repatriates resident 
in Japan, hundreds of thousands in acute economic distress due to the loss of 
their farms and homes, and the impossibility of finding employrent in the cities 
where the industrially unemployed elready numbers ten million, any assistance to 
these persons can be truly called ‘service to refugees! ," 


Dr, Ecgar Chandler, Ass Dir. WCC'ts:. of the Division of Interchurch Aid 
and Service to Refugees, has recently visited Brazil, where there are many immi- 
“grants from Japan, He has discussed the views of the N,C.C. in Japan with the 
Brazilian authorities and the w.C.C. Service to Refugees Staff. E.P.S., Geneva 


GREAT BRITAIN First Christian Youth Assembly 


The first meeting of the British Christian Youth Assembly was held in London 
during October, It was attended by zouth members of the Churches of England, Scot- 
land and Wales as well as by representatives of the YMCA, YwWwCA and the SCM. 


In his opening spe ch the Rev. R.D. Say, General Secretary of the British 
Council of Churches, welcoming the delegates on behalf of the Council, said that 
the Assembly was a further example of the pioneer work which the Council had come 
to expect of the Youth Department, He was glad to convey to the Assembly the assu- 
rance of the British Council of Churches' real interest in this new venture, and 
he wished the delegates godspeed as they set their hand to it. 


He went on to say that he was conscious that the Ecumenical Movement in this 
country was entering a third phase, The first had been the phase of the ecumenical 
pioneers; the second had been wnen the movement became more official and represen- 
tative ;"and now we were on the brink of the much more important phase of getting 
the ecumenical idea taken up and interpreted in every kind of local situation," 
Evanston had given inmense new opportunities for interpreting what this ecumenical 
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movement was and for getting it across to the minds of people within the churches, 
It is important that once again there should be in the vanguard of the churches 

a group which is sufficiently free to launch out on its own, to explore and re- 
connoitre, and yet not so far out of touch that it loses the Church's confidence 
or ceases to be part of the Church. 


Michael Butterfield, one of the Evanston youth consultants, expressed his 
conviction that the report on the laity (The Christian in His Vocation) was 
of special significance to young people. Each Christian is called to be obedient 
to Christ in his particular occupation, and he believed that the Youth Depart- 
ment of the British Council of Churches should consider very carefully how help 
could be given in this direction. 


The chairman of the Youth Department of the British Council of Churches, 

Rev. J. Fraser Mcluskey, summing up, said that the discussion had been of great 
value to the Youth Department. It was clear that the unani- 2us view of the As- 
sembly had been that it was unwise for young Christians to refuse the opportu- 
nities which were being offered them," The meeting of East and West was one of the 
great themes at Evanston, and we must increasingly make attempts to understand 
one another. There may be a danger in being used by the communists but is there 
not also a danger of being used by capitalist grour-?We must not assume that 
Christian groups cannot work with communists. Each invitation should be looked 


at on its own merits and our minds should not be closed," B.P.S., Geneva 
COLOMBIA The President and the Protestants 


Lieut-General Gustavo Rojas Pinilla was elected by the Constitutional As- 
sembly last month to a 4-year term as President of the Republic of Colombia. On 
August 7th he took the oath of office for the period 1954-58. In his in— 
augural address he expressed himself on the subject of the Protestants in his 
country in the following terms: 


"One of the problems that is worrying the government, and for which it is 
looking for an amicable solution, is the dissemination of Protestantism. Of 
course", said the President, "in Colombia there is freedom of worship, guaran- 
teed by the Constitution and respected by the government in such a manner that 
among us one may be born, live, be educated, and die according to the rites of 
the religion which he professes, whatever it may be," 


On this, the News Service of the Evangelical Confederation of Colombia (CEDEC ) 

comments in its September issue as follows: "But the president did not state 
that one may worship according to the rites of the religion he may profess. The 
omission is significant. Protestant worship in Colombia is severey restricted. By 
government order Protestants are prohibited from making any public manifestation 
of their religious faith. In some parts of the nation they are compelled by the 
Civil authorities to meet behind closed doors; in some places they are forbidden 
to meet for any religious service. In some towns they ave harassed by police and 
municipal officials. Reconstruction of Protestant churches (43 of which have been 
destroyed by fire and dynamite in the last 6 years) has been prohibited by some 
municipal authorities, leaving congregations without places of worship." 

E.P.S., Geneva 


No. 45 - 4 - 319 


GERMANY Journalists Call for Confessional Tolerance 


(Loccum) — In the middle of October a number of Protestant and Catholic jour- 
nalists met at the Evangelical Academy of Loccum to discuss "Confession and Po- 
litics" and "Confession and Tolerance". The round-table discussions were atten-— 
ded by Bishop Lilje, Dr. Roegele (Editor-in-chief of the "Rheinische Merkur"), 
Dr. Bringmann (Editor-in-chief of the Catholic news agency) and Fritz Saenger, 
(Editor-in-chief of the German press agency). Dr. Hermann EKhlers, the President 
of the Bundestag, also took part in the discussion. The general outcome of it 
was "that on all sides the desire predominates to treat church questions in 
general, and particularly questions involving confessional co:.troversy, ina 
responsible and tactful manner in the press, without accentuating the problems or 
being presumptuous about them," 


Professor Hirschmann (of Frankfurt am Main), the Jesuit Father and Catholic 
moral theologian, explained the Catholic conception of tolerance. The central 
tenets of the Catholic faith, he said, could never be the object of tolerance, 
From the Catholic point of view, every person and every group who did not accept 
the "Gatholic truth" was mistaken, This premise was infallible and must be taken 


as a starting-point. The question must, of course, be asked, whether the existence 


of such misled Christian groups were not a sign from God; even if He had not 
actually wanted them to exist, He had at any rate permitted them to do so. This 
brought up the practical question of tolerance. It must be a basic principle, 

not to take any steps against erring Christians which were incompatible with 
man's dignity and freedom of conscience. The Sustaining power of this view was 
the love of Christ, without which tolerance was unthinkable. The claim of the 
Catholic Church that it alone possessed the truth, and thein‘allibility of the 
dogmas pronounced ex cathedra, therefore did permit of a certain tolerance, espe~ 
Clially as, outside the actual kernel of compulsory doctrines, the Catholic Church 
allowed its members freedcm to form their own Opinions concerning a wide range 


of subjects. H.P.S., Geneva 
HUNGARY Honorary Degree Offered to Patriarch Alexis of Moscow 


(Budapest) - The Faculty of the Budapest Reformed Theological Academy submitted 
& proposal to the Presidents of the General Convent and General Synod of the 
Hungarian Reformed Church, Expressing the desire of the Faculty to confer the 
honorary degree of Theologiae Voctor upon Alexis, P.triarch of wloscow and of all 
the hussians., The time and place of the awards have not been announced, 


The text of the proposal dated May 22nd 1954 includes the following passages: 
"... Our Keformed Church is particularly gratified in observing how great is the 
care the Patriarch has always spent upon the purity of preaching and the deve- 
lopment of training for the ministry. He stresses that the fundamental of teaching 
is the Bible, the teaching of the Church fathers and of the Church," 


"An important part of the Patriarch's live work}' reads the proposal of the 
Budapest faculty, "is the. continuation of the spiritual heritage bequeathed upon 
him by his predecessor, Patriarch Sergius: the maintenance of good relations 
between the Soviet State and the Church, as secured in the Constitution, and the 
inner consolidation of the Church..." The Patriarch's idea of the edification of 
the Church is very instructive to and commanding respect from all Hyvangelical 
Churches... 


What the Patriarch says about the importance of prayer, the relation of the 
believer to work, the support of the widowed and orphaned, and about the self- 


a 
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sacrificing love of one's country is well worthy of consideration for our Reformed 
Church... 


"Taking all this into consideration our Faculty fosters a Christian respect, 
grateful appreciation and devoted brotherly love toward the person and sacred mi- 
nistry of Patriarch Alexis, and all this overarches the confessional and tra- 
ditional difference between the Russian Orthodex Church and the Reformed Church, 


In his reply (August 10, 1954) to the President of the General Synod and 
General Convent, Bishop Albert Bereczky, and the Vice President Bishop John Féter, 
the Patriarch of Moscow writes: ",.,1t is my pleasurable duty to: thank you and the 
Faculty for the undeserved sentiments and good wishes extended to me,"! 

E.P.S., Geneva 


SPAIN 40th Assembly of the Spanish Evangelical Church 


The 40th Assembly of the Evangelical Church in Spain was held in Madrid from 
September 28th to October 3rd. As is well known, this Church is a member of the 
W.C.C, and was represented at the Evanston Assembly by its President, Pastor M. 
Gutierrez Marin. The report on these meetings includes the following items: 


a) The Evangelical Church of Spain in its national aspect. 
ee ee eee ee LN ES a yLOne La SpeGt 


The Evangelical Church in Spain feels bound up with the history of its 
country, because it is sure that it is fulfilling a mission in the history of Spain, 
The Evangelical Church states that it has found in the principles of the Protestant 
faith the inspiration to serve Spain. 


The Evangelical Churc¢h in Spain feels itself bound up with the movement of 
religious reform in the 16th century, and regards itself as the heir of the re- 
birth of that movement in the 19th century. 


b) The Evangelical Church of Spain and the Roman Catholic Church 
nn eat ne Oe PALA and tne nomen vatnolic Uujaurca 


In face of the contempt and oppression which we suffer at the hands of the 
Roman Catholic Church, we affirm our feeling of liberty, created in us by the power 
of God, by which He calls us to be witnesses of His Kingdom, 


The Evangelical Church does not try, and will not try, to take advantage of 
the hostile feelings naturally produced among a large section of the population 
by the conduct of the Roman Catholic Church in our country; this conduct fills us 
rather with regret, 


The Evangelical Church feels called to carry out its mission of evangelisn, 
and to defend the value of the personality of the individual as revealed in Jesus 
Christ, thus fulfilling Christ's commanment to his apostles to pursue truth in love. 


c) The ecumenical aspect of the Evangelical Church in Spain 


The Evangelical Church realises its own specially ecumenical character,since 
its own birth is due to the meeting between different evangelical traditions, gi- 
ving rise to a new national community, 


The Evangelical Church, loyal to its origin, affirms that it has a task to 
accomplish togetner with the other Evangelical churches of Spain; it will try o 
Cooperate with them as much as possible, 


The Evangelical Church in Spain believes that it has its own contribution to 
make to the ecumenical movement, both within Spain and beyond its frontiers." 


The special value of these conclusions lies in the fact that they faithfully 
reflect the thought and activity of the thousands of Protestants belonging to 


Bg 
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the Evangelical Church of Spain, which feels closely united with all the other 
Protestant churches in the country and with the member Churches of the W.C.C, 

it has taken the Evangelical Church of Spain some years to reach the maturity 
needed in order to define its own position. Step by step it has been carefully 
revising its Faith and Order during these difficult years, At its 40th Assembly 
it solemnly proclaimed its new Confession of Faith, which replaces that of 1872, 
The original draft prepared by a Commission (under the chairmanship of Dr. M. 
Gutiérrez Marin) four years ago has been amended and altered, and has now taken 
the form of the present Confession of Faith, 


One of the most valuable contributions to the final draft of the Confession 
of Faith came from the Methodist Church offngland which sent a representative 
to study the project, suggested certain changes, and finally accepted it. By so 
doing it gave its consent to the fusion of the MethodistChurches of Catalonia 
and the Balearic Islands with the Evangelical Church of Spain. (Up to the present 
these Churches belonged to the Evangelical Church of Spain, but were self—gover-— 
ning under the guidance of a missionary). H.P.S., Geneva 


W.C.C,'s Place in Distribution of Surplus Commodities 


A consultation of Buropean churchmen meeting in Geneva on October 20th, recom- 
mended that the World Council of Churches cooperate in the distribution of 27,000 
tons of American surplus foods in Europe in 1955. Similar quantities of food, which 
would include butter, cheese, milk, shortening, and cottonseed oil, wuld be 
shipped during 1956 and 1957, It was clear that the proposed three-year surplus 
programme, to be carried out on a church-to-church basis within an ecumenical 
framework and coordinated by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees, was warmly welcomed by the European churches. 


The surplus foods will be distributed through the European churches and in 
cooperation with the staff of the World Council of Churches and the Lutheran 
World Service. These surplus foods will meet the needs of (a) Kuropean church 
institutions and people in need, refugees and minority churches; and (b) other 
groups who may be reached in cooperation with agencies such as the Red Cross ~~ 
On condition that adequate supervision is assured and the identity of the gifts 
as world Council-Church World Service-luthersn World Relief contributions, is 
maintained, 


The churchmen agreed to recommend to the Administrative Committee of the 
Divis ion of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees that some 27,000 tons of 
surplus commodities be requested for distribution in 1955 in Germany, Austria, 
Greece, France, Italy, Belgium, Trieste, Turkey, Great Britain, Yugoslavia, and 
South America, The Rev. John iletzler, former Director of CROP, has been seconded 
by Church World Service to the staff of the Division for supervision of the 
Kuropean Programme, 


Dr, Reginald Helfferich of the Hvangelical and Reformed Church (USA) has 
also been seconded by CiS to the World Council for an eight-month period to co- 
ordinate a similar surplus commodities programme in Asia, His appointment marks 
another stage in the development of a world-wide strategy of ecumenical inter- 
church aid and relief, as agreed upon by the tnternational WWissionary Co .ncil 
am: the World Council of Churches, BeP.S., Geneva 


No. 45 oa inet 322 


W.C.C. Re-affirms Concern for Two Crucial Areas 


Churches in the East Zone of Germany and Arab refugees in the Near East 
received special attention at the autumn meeting of the Administrative Committee 
of the Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to Refugees. The World Council of 
Churches! division met in Geneva from October 2lst to 23rd. 


In the light of a recent United Nations helief and Works Agency report, the 
Committee recorded its deep and continued concern for the plightof Arab refugees 
in Palestine and called upon churches and national committees to maintain all pos- 
sible Support for the excellent programme being carried out by the Near Hast 
Christian Council's Committee for Refugees, 


On the Hast Zone of Germany the Committee urgently drew the attention of mem- 
ber Churches to the vital needs of the churches in that area, where the overwhel- 
ming majority of the population (more than 80%) is Protestant. The fact that as« 
Sistance in the form of food shipments can no longer be s-nt to the East Zone 
means that the surplus food programme is not applicable and underlines the im- 
portance of aid in funds at this time. 


The Administrative Committee discussed the full programme of cooperative aid 
in Europe. Emergency Inter-Church Aid and Relief in Asia, finances, resettlement 
and plans for 1955, including a world consultation to be held in Switzerland in 
early June. The Committee also studied carefully the mandate of the Second Assembly 
for the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees. E.P.S., Geneva 


Increase in Ecumenical Scholarships 


One hundred and nineteen theological students are now studying under World 
Council of Churches' sponsorship in countries other than their own, They repre- 
sent 22 different Churches and 27 countries. They are the recipients of scholar- 
ships granted (annually ) by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees, 


Thirty-three students are studying in the U.S.A., 28 in Switzerland (including 
22 at the World Council's &cumenical Institute — See EPS No.42), 23 in Great 
Britain, 18 in Germany, 4 each in France and Sweden, 3 in Holland, 2 in Austria, 
and 1 each in Canada, Finland, Greece, Norway, 


During the 1953-54 school year, 108 students from 24 countries were granted 
exchange scholarships. Since 1947, more than 1,200 theological students have 
participated in this ecumenical as well as educational experience. K,P,S., Geneva 


-YUGOSLAVEA-: Reformed Bishop on Church and State Relations 


In a recent statement to the Inter-Church ‘Aid Division of the World Council 
of Churches, Bishop Sander Agoston of the Christian Reformed Church of Yugoslavia 
Said on behalf of his Church that three events have taken place in recent months 
for which the Church is thankful to the Yugoslav Government, since all three of 
them have improved the religious life of the Uhurch and are a sign of religious 
freedom: 

1) The new law regulation relationships of the Churches and the State 


2) the acceptance of pastors within the social insurance programme 
3) that Hungarian bibles are now for sale at normal prices through the British 


No. 45 mie | epie 


and Foreign Bible Society bookroom in Belgrade. (This store was opened 100 years 
ago and now has been re-opened about the time of its centenary) Ere. , ene va, 


YMCA-YwCA Week of Prayer and World Fellowship 


Special importance is being attached to the YMCA~YwCA Week of Prayer and 
World Fellowship November 14-20, 1954. This YMCA-YWCA Week of Prayer which has 
been observed annually for 87 years is today of great significance as both Asso- 
Ciations prepax: for 1955 -- the Centennial year of the founding of the World's 
‘Alliance of YWCAs and of the first YWCA, The 1954 Week of Prayer booklet —- of 
which 160, 000 copies have been published in English, French, German, Spanish, 
Swedish, Finnish, Chinese, Japanese, Tamil and Arabic -- includes a daily Bible 
Reading Plan for the year 1955 focusing on the theme "Ambassadors of the Kingdom". 


The actual theme of the 1954 Week of Prayer: "inheritors of the Kingdom" is 
unfolded in daily comments and prayers contributed by YMCA-YWCA members from each 
contintent under the titles based on the parables of the Kingdom, as follows: 


Those Who Hear: The Parable of the Sower and the Soil 
Those \ho Trust: The Parable of the Seed and the *<even 
Those Who Seek: Parables of the Treasure and the Pearl 
Those who Forgive: Parable of the Unforgiving Servant 
Those Who Watch: Parable of the Bridegroom 
Those Who Serve: Parable of the Talents 
Those Who Love: Parable of the Last Judgment 
Berets, Shere 


Echoes of Evanston in the World Press 


Under the heading "Evanston and the Churches of Czechoslovakia", the 
September number of the news-service of the Protestant Churches in Czechoslovakia 
describes the second Asseubly, the editor of this information service, iudek 
broz (of Prague) stresses three facts which explained the "particular interest" 
shewn in the #vanston meetings. 


"The main reascn was the subject chosen for the main theme: 'Jesus Christ - 
the Hope of the serld', which made us painfully aware of our own inadequacy, lack 
of courage, half-heartedness and unhealthiness both as individuals and as churches. 
suddenly we were confronted by the disturbing question: are we (the Churches in 
Czechoslovakia and our rrotestant sister Churches all over the world) still capable 
of bearing witness to Christ as tne world's Hope? ... 


"The second reason why we, in Czechoslovakia, were so interested in the 
Evanston Assembly was a question which might seem to be an attitude of reserve 
With regard to ecumenical work... it is a questicn which is rooted in the history 
of Bohemia: our traditional concern for the disunity in Uhristianity, a sort of 
‘concern displayed by those heretics! who painfully tore themselves away from 
the body of the Church out of a true fear of the Lord God...a realisation that 
the present divisions arise not so much from basic questions as from 'non- 
theolegical factors' such as (to quote d.A, Comenius) ‘superficiality, super- 
stition, difference of rites, price, desire for precedence, ambition, etc.' ie 
perceive that we had better jettison all our enthusiasm for ecumenism.unless it 
is based on the convicticn that mistrust, aversion and hatred cannot be broken 
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down through organisation and theological discussion, because they are fruits of 
sin. 


"The third reason for our interest in the Assembly was and is what we expected 
to come out of it... Professor Hromadka expressed this as follows when he was 
in the U.5,4.: 'The present situation in the ecumenical movement differs from 
that of twenty or thirty years ago. Today we cannot repeat what was said then, and 
we cannot restrict ourselves to the problems which preoccupied the pioneers of 
ecumenism... ve are not dependent on historical events. The Lord whom we confess 
is the lord of history... The present position of the Christian nations and of 
the world in general presents us with a challenge, and is of importance in our 
ecumenical discussions and resolutions... 


"Are we proving our mettle in this hour of history? Are we preventing the 
murder of man by man? Are we discovering people to be our neighbours and brothers? 
Are we 'discovering’ Jesus Christ, the Jesus of the Gospel, and Christ the Son of 
God, as the Hope of the world? Those are our questions and that is what we ex- 
pect of the Assembly. we must help each other, so that we dc not merely ask each 
other questions and merely wait together!" 


In the same news-service Dr. Viktor Hajek asks, "How should we in our Chur- 

ches make use of the suggestions put forward at Evanston?" First of all it 

would be necessary to inform the church-members about the most important happenings 
at the Assembly. Dr, Hajek gave his assurance that "at any rate we will cultivate 
mong us the true spirit of ecumenism, the spirit of mutual respect and love; we 
will all join in learning from the Holy Seripture obedience to the Lord of the 
Church, and will work for peace among men and nations. ie are led to all this’ 
by our faith in Christ, who is the Hope of the world." 


The Christian News Letter (London), a quarterly. cf the Christian Frontier 
Council, gives in its October issue 1954 some extracts from private letters to 
the editor of the News Letter ccncerning Hvanston. The summary closes with the 
question: "What next?" and says: "The Holy Spirit might well be the theme of the 
next Assembly. My impression is that while it is now proven that the world Coun- 
cil of Churches is essential to the life of the Churches in this day and age and 
is one step further towards unity in one Lord, very little, if any, understanding 
of how to tackle the problem of communication exists in ecumenical circles, which 
tend to develop to a formal pattern," 


A communiqué from the International Committee of the Fellowship of Recon- 
Ciliation says: "The Kvanston Assembly did not discuss the whole question of 
pacifism, The Churches were not obliged to decide what their own attitude to this 
question was. However, pacifists had perhaps been well guided in preferring’ to 
preserve their unity with non-pacifists, in order to work together against total 
war, rather than to create a dee. rift within the Church by insisting toc much 
on the need for a definite 'yes' or 'no!' to the question of pacifism. Thanks to 
_their moderavion, a fresh openness of mind on the subject was created among the 
non-pacifists; they were ready to sit «.wn beside the pacifists and to re-examine 
the problem of the Church's attitude to atomic warfare. In comparison with the 
Oxford Conference (1937) and the Amsterdam Assembly (1948), the Zvanston meetings 
did not lose any ground," 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, presiding at the full 
Synod of the Convocation of Canterbury in London, made extended reference to the 


Second Assembly of the world Council of Churches at Evanston: "Evanston suffered 
by contrast because its membership was not in the same degree homogeneous and 
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because everything was on a far larger scale." The wonder is that the grace of 
God enabled that great Assembly of over 160 diverse Churches, separated in 
tradition, race ani language, to be, as they were, coherent in spirit and in 
thought. 


"The World Council exists for two purposes, to increase the spirit of under- 
standing and unity between the divided Churches, and, secondly, tc increase the 
effectiveness of the Christian witness to the world. In both these respects I 
think that Hvanston made real and notable progress along the road upon which we 
set our feet at Amsterdam," 


The interest of people inside and outside the Church has been caught as 
never before, and experience showed that anyone who tried to tell the tale of 
Evanston could easily carry his hearers from interest to a real renewal of 
Christian understanding, hope and resolve," 


The American weekly, The Christian Century (September 2end, 1954) says: 
"Ihe first sessions of the new Central Committee were largely taken up by recal- 
ling aspects of the Assembly which its participants had not liked. It is good 
to be assured thus early in the World Council's life that its Assemblies retain 
the essential virtue of self-criticism... In retrospect Evanston 1954 will be 
remembered for its evidence that the ecumenical impuls., given concrete form only 
six years before, is still alive and still engage. the hopes and dreams of multi- 
tudes of Uhristiand in every part of the world,,,! 


"Fortunately the truly ecumenical attitude which exists today in the hearts 
of many Christians is leading them to examine the question of ‘church unity! with- 
out prejudice," This sentence comes from an article on the Evanston Assembly in 
the Messager de 1'ixarchat du Patriarche Russe en Hurope Uccidentale (Paris, 


September 1954). It continues: "Many people want to understand the beliefs of their 


fellow-Christians, even if the form of other confessions is strange to them." The 
article concludes: "God grant that all Christians may take the path of fraternal 
love... Then we shall indeed have reason to hope that the spiritual understanding 
(between different Christians) will lead to the restoration of church unity, to 
the glory of God," E.P.S,, Geneva 
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Iwo New W.C.C. Appointments 
ee) PPO LR menus 


Dr. Leslie Cooke, General Secretary of the Congregational Union of England 
and Wales, has accepted the invitation of the Central Committee to become an 
Associate.. General Secretary of the World Council of Churches and Director of 
the Division of Interchurch Aid and Service to Refugees. He has announced that 
he will not be available for election to the Secretaryship of the Congregational 
Union next May. Dr. Cooke will begin his duties in Geneva in the summer of 
BND 


Professor H.H. Wolf of the School of Theology at Bethel near Bielefeld 
(Germany) has accepted the invitation of the Central Committee to become Director 
of the Ecumenical Institute in Bossey near Geneva. He will take over the duties 


from Dr, Kraemer in the autumn of 1955. H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Church-State Collaboration To Aid Refugees 
BERET ANE Sled datoteatee ee EON FO FG netlugees 


(New York) -- Church and Federal government officials meeting in New York 
Uctober 28 outlined completed plans by which the resettlement in the U.S. of 
209,000 overseas refugees can now move forward on a major scale, At a gathering 
of 150 church representatives from 11 states and the District of Colo nbia, 
officials of both church and government agencies stressed that the one thing 
necessary now to make the resettlement programme move is the provision by U.S, 
sponsors of assurances of jobs and housing in this country for the newcomers, 


To show that the churches mean to make the programme work, some 30 church 
leaders gave their personal assurances to Church fiorld service, relief and re — 
settlement arm of the National Council of the Churches of Christ. Their sig- 
natures were presented at the mesting on a scroll whose text read, "We back the 
refugee relief act. we are backing our own church resettlement programme. We 


he aim of the Escumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is theretare nat te ha told aes eh £. 
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want to give an assurance - person ally." One of the first signatures on the 
list was that of Mr. Harper bibley, Kochester, N.¥., CWS chairman who presided 
at the gathering. 


Government officials outlined for the church delegates steps that have 
been taken to move the resettlement programme forward, One is clearance of job 
offers in U.S, Employment Service offices in the U.S.A. Another forward move 
is the establishment of state committees to recruit sponsors for the refugees, 
These governors! committees were being formed at the request of President 
Kisenhower, 


From Dr. Elfan Rees, advisor on refugees for the world Council of Churches, 
came the reminder that emigration, especially to the U.S., is still "the first 


‘ hope" of the homeless overseas. From Miss Margaret Jaboor, also of the World 
p § 3 


Council's refugee service, came a description of the thousands of men and women, 
many of them still living in camps or otherwise "distressing situations", who 
apply to the World Council's refugee offices in Kurope, Asia and the Middle 


Rast. E.P.S., Geneva 
DS oo els The New Exarch of western Hurope 


Archbishop Boris, Exarch of the Patriarchate of Moscow in Eastern Kurope, 
who has his see in Berlin, has been nominated (by the Sanctissime Patriarch 
Alexis) Exarch of the Russian Urthodox Church in America. The Exarchate in 
Western Kurope will be in the hands of Mgr. Nicolas, bishop of Clichy, Paris, 


who is thereby raised to the rank of Archbishop. B.P.S., Geneva 
VATICAN "Ad Coeli Reginam" 


In Rome a new Encyclical has been published entitled "Ad Caeli Reginam", 
in which the Pope announces the new festival of wary as Queen of Heaven, In 
the circular letter dated October 1lth (the Hestival of the Motherhood of wary ) 


Pius X11 fixed the Festival for the last day of her month, the 3lst of May. In 


the Encyclical the Pope explained that the new festival did not represent an 
innovation, "Already in the first centuries of the life of the Karly Church the 
Mother of God was revered as Queen of Heaven." The Pope reminds his people of 
the liturgies of St. John of Damascus, of the Early Fathers, of the old "Salve 
Regina" and of the Eastertide prayer "Regina Coeli, laetere, alleluya"., The 


Catholic International Press Agency (Freiburg, Switzerland) writes on October 23rd: 


"The Festival of Mary, queen of Heaven, is the culmination of the dogma of her 
ascension to heaven, proclaimed in 1950, the Holy Year (see E.P.S. No. 34/1950); 
it is also the culmination of the present year of Wary which is celebrated as 


the centenary of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception," B.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY The Altar and the Factory Furnace belone together 
Le apheaaalenabdieed ene eee eta = hetiadtatntall 


"Por us Christians the altar in the Church and the blastfurnace in the 
factory belong together", said General Superintendent Giinther Jacob (Cottbus) 
at the dedication of the barrack-church in the industrial town of Stalinstadt, 
hear Furstenberg-on-the-Oder (see E.P.S, No. 19 and No. 26). Without the altar 
people were all too inclined to slip into a treadmill of work, in which they 
suffocated and no longer fulfilled their +t-ve calling as men and women: to 
praise God, From the altar Christians returned consoled to work in the factory 
and there in the hard reality of the week they had to maintain their faith, The 
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altar must not be an isolated corner of piety. Christians must not retire in a 
bad temper to sulk in some isolated spot. The General Superintendent urged the 
church never to let the hymn of praise be silent. "We have reason to praise God, 
for we experience His goodness every day of our lives, even when He takes us 
through one of the hardest schools of personal suffering." The first servite held 
in this barrack-church which can seat 400 people, was a harvest thanksgiving 
service, 


A second barrack-hut is to be erected containing school-rooms and accommo- 


dation for the pastor. H.P.S., Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN Racial Policy in South Africa 
pees Pb tai pe erg ee, POUL ALE Loe 


(London) - The following resolution was adopted by the British Council of Churches 
at its half-vcarly meeting in London: 


x 


"The British Council of Churches, believing 


Dythat the just relationship of persons of different races is of vital 
interest to the whole Christian Church; 


2) that ‘the plicy of the South African éOvernment as expressed in the Native 
Resettlement Act and the antu Education Act whereby it is proposed to ensure 
the mental as well as the physical segregation of the Bantu 'in his own comnu— 
nity', and to deny him any place 'in the European community above the level of 
certain forms of labour', is not only an offence agains human rights, but also 
against the Divine Law as set forth in the Bible: 


and noting the contents of the recent Circular threatening the cancellation of 
leases to missions in African locations if representatives of those churches to 
which leases have been give take part in activities which the government regards 
as of a 'subversive nature! or tending to 'encourage ceterioration in the relation- 
ship between the natives and governmental persons or bodies’; 


hereby affirms its whole-hearted support of the Declaration made by the World 
Council of Churches at Evanston on inter-group relations, including the following 
words: : 


‘It is the duty of the Church to protest against any law or arrangement 
that is unjust to any human being, or which would make Christian fellowship im- 
possible, or would prevent the Christian from practising his vocation... The 
Church of Christ cannot approve of any law which discriminates on grounds of race, 
which restricts the opportunity of any man to acquire education to prepare him- 
self for his vocation, or in any other way curteils his exercise of the full 
rights and responsibilities of citizenship for sharing in the responsibilities 
and duties of government," 


Accordingly, the British Council of Churches asks the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
in consultation with responsible leaders of other churches, and with the chair- 
man of the International Department, to appoint a special group to advise the 
Churches at an early date concerning opportunities for action which would 
Strengthen the churches in South Africa," 


The resolution was moved by the Bishop of Chichester, Dr. G.K,A, Bell, and re- 

Presentatives of the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, the Baptist, 

Methodist and Congregational Churches were among those who took part in the debate, 
E.P.S,, Geneva 
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After Princeton and Evanstcn 


The Swiss cantonal churches were recently invited by the Council of 
the Federation of Protestant Churches to a conference at Berne, in order to 
hear the reports of the Swiss delegates who had attended the two world Assemblies 
this summer: the Presbyterian World Alliance at Friceton and the world Council 
of Churches at Evanston. The chairman of the Berne meetings was Professor 
H, D'Espine, the new President of the Council of the Federation. Very thorough 
reports were given on the work of these two important Assemblies. 


The main purpose of the Berne meetings was to consider what practical steps 
could be taken to follow up the work of thé discussions at Princeton and Evan- 
ston and "how to carry out the suggestions of these Assemblies in the actual 
situation in Switzerland", It was decided to try out an experiment: two study- 
conferences will be arranged, one in German Switzerland and one in French 
Switzerland, for people who wished to study the questions more closely, and 
to work out their practical implications for Switzerland. B.P.5., Geneva 


ITALY Conference of Waldensian Pastors and Methodists 


A meeting between pastors of the Waldensian Church and of the Methodist 
Church was held recently in the Waldensian Valleys of Piemont, it opened on 
Cctober 26th with a service in the church at Torre Pellice, led by a iialdensian 
and a Methodist pastor, Two days were spent in studying and discussing the pro- 
blems and the position of Protestantism in Italy; Pastor G. Wiegge spoke on 
"The Missionary Calling of the Church", Pastor L. Santini on "The Experience 
of the Past", and Pastor Ch. Gay on "The Field of Work", Other subjects were: 
"The Experience of Evangelism in the Early Church"; "The Forces at work" and 
"New tactical and strategical positions in Evangelism" (G,. Ferreri). On the 
second day the meetings were held at the Christian Youth Camp at Agape. 


The purpose of these meetings was not to solve, nor even to discuss, the 
problems connected with the organic union of the two Churches, Which are still 
being examined, but simply to consider their common problems in their work in 
italy. The atmosphere was extremely cordial. In his closing remarks wr, E, 
Sbaffi, the President of the Methodist Church, declared: "We never had the 
feeling that we were two different Churches"; the Waldensian Moderator, Mr. 
Achille Deodate, expressed himself in terms which were almost identizal. 

E.P,5., Geneva 


The Church and Missions 


The General Assembly of the Paris Mission Society has just been held 
in the lutheran Church of St. Jean, Paris, the Chairman being Pastor Marc Boegner, 
This Assembly is undoubtedly the Largest body representing French Protestant 
missions. In addition to. the heads of its Committee and its departmental 
managers, the Assembly was attended by representatives of the church federations 
(the Presbyterian World Alliance, the lutheran World Federation, the Baptists, 
Methodists and Free Churches) and also by delegates from the "Auxiliary Com- 
mittees" in France and Switzerland who work among all the churches. These annual 
meetings are informed’ about the situation and work of missions, and also enable 
an estimate to be made of the amount of material and spiritual support that 
will be forthcoming, 
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"In the dialogue between missions and the Church" writes "Réforme" (Paris, 
October 31st, 1954) "this year the interest concentrated more on missions. The 
report of Pastor Ch, Bonzon, the Director, showed that the setting up of in- 
digenous churches, which are increasingly aware of their responsibilities, is 
leading everywhere to a reconsideration of the "status" of missionaries. The 
missionary today is called upon to let the churches manage their own affairs, and 
himself to stand aside as an "adviser", This applies to The Cameroons, Lessouto 
Protestant missions, if it is too soon as yet to speak of their fusion. Pastor 
Bénignus, the general delegate at Dakar of the Federation of the Protestant 
Missions of French west Africa, pointed out the complexity of the questions 
involved, and the need to seek for unity in an ecumenical framework, this being 
inseparable from any kind of mission work," E.P.S., Geneva 


Kchoes of Evanston in the World Press 


"The Oekumene does not look the same everywhere, of course; how could it?" 
writes Professor Adolf Keller (Zurich) in an article entitled '!Ecumenical 
Profiles at the Evanston Assembly" (Reformation, Bern, October 1954), In this 
article he describes some of the leading ecumenical personalities in England, 
Scotland, France, Germany, Africa and Asia, The well-known champion of ecumenis2 
summarises his remarks in the sentence: "But one often feels in this large 
family as if the features of the individual nevertheless betray a sort of family 
likeness in the spiritual sense," 


Professor Werner Kuppers records his impressions of Evanston in the NALt— 
katholisches Volksblatt" (Bonn, October 1954) as follows: "The frankness, even 
boldness, with which people often spoke, was astonishing, when one thinks of the 
questions of divided Christendom.Again and again one hopes that the tensions and 
misunderstandings will give place to a unity, which will make true Christian 


brotherhood possible. There was a good deal of division and anxiety in the Assembly 


but the prevailing spirit was not one of contention nor of discouragement; it was 
rather one of full confidence and readiness for understanding and help," 


The Bishop of the Keformed Church of Hungary, Albert Bereczk., gives a report 


of the Evanston Assembly in the Hungarian Church Press: "I am convinced that 

the work accomplished during the years between the Amsterdam and Evanston 
Assemblies can be continued with good kepe by the fellowship of the world Counsil 
of O-rches, and 1 regard this as the first result of the Evanston Assembly. It 
does nov mean that the World Council must give up its character of being in 

a constant.state of evolution, After Evanston the decisive question is whether 
the World Council will continue to evolve or whether it will begin to get rigid 
and set... Although the World Council is not a supra-church organisation, it 
resembles the Church in that its life depends on its constant growth and change. 
The hope of such growth was strengthened by the Evanston Assembly, which opened 
up fresh perspectives for the years before us, 


Professor Koger Mehl,of France,affirms, in an article which appeared in 
the big Paris daily paper, "Le Monde": "The Section which created the most stir 
Was undoubtedly the Faith and Order Section which studied the problem of unity 
under the chairmanship of Archbishop Brilioth, Primate of Sweden... The difficult 


| 
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corner, which has not yet been turned, is precisely that of the nature of the 
ministry, which in its turn raises the question of the nature of the Church. Is 
the Church, as the lutheran-Reformed group maintain, the outcome of the preaching 
of God's Word and the administration of the Sacraments? Or is it rather, as the 
Orthodox Anglican bloc maintain, the permanent community grouped around an 
ordained ministry, going back in history to the apostles? The Assembly un- 
doubtedly succeeded in limiting and clarifying the discussion, but no solution 
was found. The day that solution is reached, the main obstacle to unity will 

be removed. However, the formation of the United Church of Southern India (which 
unites Anglicans and Nonconformists) is a real step forward. The service of Holy 
Communion celebrated on the last Sunday according to the beautiful liturgy of 
that Church, and attended by the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Primate of 
Sweden, was most impressive. And when Bishop Berggrav of Norway, grave and elo- 
quent, reminded the delegates in a plenary session that around the Lord's Table 
simple obedience to this order was a life-long heritage affirming the bonds of 
unity, his declaration was acknowledged by the whole Assembly standing. This 

was undoubtedly one of the most extraordinary moments of the Assembly..." 


The Rev. Leslie H. Cooke, General Secretary of the Congregational Union of 
Bngland and iiales, writes in the British paper, "The Congregational Monthly": 
"The period upon which the ecumenical movement is entering is likely to be cri- 
tical. The depth and permanence of its effect upon life of the churches will be 
put to the test. While great responsibilities rest upon the leaders of the move- 
ment, they are~-werless unless churches, and church members, inform themselves 
about what is happening, and seek to understand its significance... The World 
Council of Churches cannot move forward faster than its constituent member chur- 
ches are prepared to go, so that in the limitations which beset the Council, the 
churches may see objectively the linitatioys which they themselves impose." 


ee re 


after the conclusion of the great World Council Assembly, Ten years from now, 
50 years from now, a century from now, Evanston will find its rightful place 
in the total pattern of history." By fai Woeneve 


NOTE 


The Editors of the Ecumenical Press Service regret an oversight which 
occurred in No. 44 of October 22nd, 1954. The paragraph beginning "The fort- 
nightly paper "Documentstion Catholique", published in Paris, quotes an article 
by Pastor Mare Boegner in which he says: ooo". 
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"The Heumenical Review"! 
October number 


"Impressions of the Evanston Assembly" - under this heading Professor 
Walter G, Muelder, Dean of the School of Theology, Boston University, Dr. Wal- 
ter Freytag, Professor of wlissions at the University of Hamburg and Chryso- 
stomos Konstantinidis, Professor of Theology at the Halki Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, Istanbul, sum up their impressions of the Evanston Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches, attended by representatives of 163 member churches 
in 48 countries, 


| In corclusion, Professor Walter G, Muelder writes: "In all the discussions 

and reports it is noteworthy that Evanston went beyond comparative ecclesiology, 

| comparative dogmatics, comparative politics and economics to some real en~ 

| ccunter despite the ‘nervousness, irritation, suspicion and uncertainty! of 

| world public opinion which surrounded it," "Looking back on Evanston", writes 
Prof, walter Freytag, "there is much cause for reflection, for prayer, and for 
action," The impressions of C, Konstantinidis are condensed in the last sen~ 
tence of his article which reads as follows: "I have tried to formulate my 

| personal impressions of some parts of the magnificent Assembly at Evanston, 

lt hope that my sincerity will not be doubted, especially since I have felt my 

self obliged to make several negative remarks, We Orthodox leave Evanston with 

: much sympathy for the ecumenical spirit. We have remained faithful to the 

| course followed by the Orthodox Church at all ecumenical meetings. It is for 
our brethren to say whether, through our participation, we have been able to 
direct the ecumenical discussions and activities towards more edifying and 

feeruitiul goals." 


The other articles deal with the Main Theme ("Christ — the Hope of the 
World" )and with the Section themes: "Faith and Order" (Bishop ilar Thoma, India), 
"Evangelism", "Social Questions", "International Affairs" and "Inter-group 


ve aim of the Ectmenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 
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Relations", The question of the participation of the laity in the Church, which 
was much discussed at Evanston, is ably presented in an article by Dr. Kathleen 


Bliss ry 


The "Ecumenical Chronicle" contains the Message of the Assembly, two 
statements concerning the Main Theme, reslolutions relating to international 
affairs and race relations, and the General Secretary's statement to the Assembly. 
The "Diary" includes the names of the members of the new Executive Committee. 

The October number therefore represents a very valuable record of the Assembly's 


work, H.P.S,., Geneva 
ITALY Aid for Salerno 


Clothing and cash were sent to Salerno through the World Council of 
Churches for victims of what has been called Italy's worst Cloudburst disaster, 
The flash floods struck a 10-mile stretch of vacation-land from Salerno west 
to Amalfi on the night of Oct, 26, when everyone was asleep, This line is about 
25 miles southeast of Naples, 


Latest information places the number of dead at more than 404, hundreds in- 
jured (some critically) and at ti ast 5,000 homeless. Accounts tell of torrents 
of water rushing down hillsides sweeping houses into the sea and mountains of 
oozing mud trapping whole families attempting to escape, Landslides added to the 
danger, 


Fifteen bales of clothing from American churches stored by the Waldensian 
Church in the area were released immediately. Another 15 .ill be used from 
a new ChurchWorld Service shipment expected in Italy. CwS in New York imme- 
diately sent $2,500 in cash to be used for the most urgent needs. Additional 
funds will be made available if needed. Aid is being given through Pastor Guido 
Comba, treasurer of the Waldensian Church in ltaly. &, P.'S., Geneva 


GREAT BRiTATN New Approach to the Churches of Russia 


After considering a resiiution which had been received from the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, the British Council of Churches passed the 
following resolution at its half-yearly meeting in London: 


"That the British Council of Churches, believing that the time may be 
Opportune for itself seeking friendly conference with representatives of the 
Churches of Russia as a means to better understanding and fellowship, instructs 
the Executive to consider ways and means in consultation with the World Council 


of Churches," E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY . Bremen Boys! Choir helps the Ecumenical Cause 
(iS anlaraibed ecumenical Cause 


The boys! choir from the Church of Our lady in Bremen is at present in the 
Netherlands on a concert—tour, at the invitation of the Lutch Ecumenical Council 
in connection with the Hervormde serk. There are forty boys in the choir, which 
is conducted by Harald Wolff, the Cantor of the Church. The purposes of the tour 
are: to introduce a form of evening service which is ney to the Netherlands, 
namely Vespers, for which the choir has studied the liturgical passages in Dutch ; 
to promote personal contacts; and to make a collection for the refugee work of 
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the World Council of Churches at the services to be held at Mensingeweer, 
Groningen, Baarn, Kotterdam, The Hague, Amsterdam and Haarlem. £.P.S., Geneva 


INDONESTA Nommensen University Opened by Batak Church 


Nommensen University was formally opened by the Batak Christian Protestant 
Church of Indonesia in a colourful ceremony on Oct. 7. 


This report was received by Dr, Keith Bridston, a member of the Evange- 
lical lutheran Church, who arrived in indonesia in September to begin a four- 
year term as professor in the Batak Church's theological seminary at Sipo- 
holon in Sumatra, under assignment by the Commission on Younger Churches and 
Orphaned wissions of the National Lutheran Council. 


The new University launched by the 6UUL,UU0-member Batak Church, is located 
at Siantar in Sumatra, a small but relativelymodern provincial town between 
wedan and bake Toba. 


"The opening ceremonies stirred the whcle community, much of which Sige OL 
course, non Uhristian", it was r-ported. "First there was a parade from the 
Batak church on the other side of town to the site of the new campus over a mile 
away. lhousands of Batak Uhristian school children took part. Added to this were 
the Batak ministers in their black gowns and some of the German missionaries, 


Only the first units of the university - a theological school and a law 
school - were opened this autumn, It is hoped to add an agricultural college and 
@ liberal arts college next year, to be followed by medical and engineering 
schools. 


The new university is named in honour of Ludwig J. Nommensen, a missionary 
of Danish descent who was sent out by the Rhenish Mission Society of Germany 
in 1862 and became known as the "Apostle of the Bataks", Acting president is 


the Rev. T.5. Sihombing. BYP.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Death of Hermann Ehlers 


Bishop Otto Dibelius, the President of the Evangelical Church in Germany 
who is one of the Presidents of the World Council of Churches, has written 
the following appreciation of Uberkirchenrat Hermann Ehlers, President of the 
Federal Bundestag of Western Germany: "In Hermann Ehlers we have lost a man 
who was a splendid example of the way in which political activity can be combined 
With a strong Christian attitude in all publi: affairs... These two influences 
in his life merged at the time of National-Socialism, when he supported the 
Confessing Church from the very beginning as its main legal adviser, rendering 
it the most valuable service in its encounters with theState. This attitude in- 
volved considerable personal sacrifice on his part. In spite of the heavy 
demands on his time made by his political duties (he had been President of the 
Federal Bundestag since 1950) he remained a loyal cooperator with his Church. 
There was hardly a single important Synod or a large Kirchentag at which he did 
not speak, and he was sure of the close attention of his listeners..." 


Bishop Hanns Lilje writes: "In Hermann Ehlers not only has the Bundestag 
lost its President, and the German people one of their ablest politicians, but 
Protestantism has lost one of its outstanding adherents. His main importance 
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for the Protestant Church was his unwearying concern for work among young people," 


Dr, Keinhold von Thadden-Trieglaff, the President of the verman Evangelical 
Kirchentag, pays tribute to Dr. Ehiers as one of "the most active and most 
o.tstanding promoters" of the Kirchentag movement. "The Canuid, natural way in 
which he participated in the Evangelical Kirchentag in sberlin in 1951 and 
especially his personal participation in the Leipzig Kirchentag lasu summer - 
which was a proof of his personal sympathy — are still vividlu remembered by all, 
What he said was more than the expression of the opinion of a private Protestant, 
it was a witness to the Protestant faith just at the very moment whaen a witness 
of that kind was needed, and that is why his message was so warmly welcomed," 

H,P.S,, Geneva 


Post-Eivanston Conferences 
See et UE MONT erences 


london: The crowded meeting at the Central Hall, Westminster, on October 26, and 
the overflow, were indications of the lively interest in the ecumenical movement, 
and the general eagerness to hear things "at first hand" from those who were 
pres:nt at the Evanston Assembly of the Werld Council of Churches. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury speaking from the chair of the meeting, claimed that the ecumenical 
movement now occupies a foremcatiplace-in the life of the Churches in Britain, 

He warned his listeners, however, that expectations must not be pitched too high, 
No bold stroke at Evanston could have "settled problems", The Assembly was a 
"sober attempt" to speak the Christian mind, and Dr, Fisher believed that the 
World Council itself is now capable of speaking more confidently and with autho- 
rity. 


Dr. John Baillie, Principal of New College, tdinburgh, one of the six Presi- 
dents of the World Council, believed that The Evanston Assembly had restored a 
lost balance to the great central doctrine of The Christian Hope. All the thought 
of the last three years which culminated in the Assembly had shown Christendom 
that "hope" in the Christian s:nse is not only one of personal imuortality but 
BOf hope for “all creation", Dr. Baillie thought that the nineteenth century had 
concentrated both in theology and poetry (alluding to Browning and Tennysoxm) on 
the idea of the immortality of the soul to the exclusion of thetotal universe, 
Now, in a world which was "nearer", in every way to believers, it was important 
that the full Christian doctrine should be known and preached, 


Edinburgh: During the last weekend in October a nation-wide Scottish Conference 
took place in Edinburgh to bring the impact of the Evanston Assembly to Scotland 
and through the members of the Scottish Churches to relate it to Scottish life, 
The Conference was essentially for laymen and women and the subjects considered 
of particular concern to the laity. The Chairman was a layman, Sir Thomas Taylor, 
Principal of Aberdeen University, 


Congregations throughout the length and breadth of the land appointed 
about 1,700 representatives for the two-day gathering, beginning with worship con— 
ductea by the Very Rev. Principal John Baillie, one of the Presidents of the World 
Council of Churches, followed by an address on the Evanston theme "Christ the Hope 
ef the World" by Pastor J.W, Winterhager, of the East German Evangelical Church - 
and by Mrs, E.D, Jarvis, President of the Church of Scotland Woman's Guild and 
wife of the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Uhurch of Scotland speaking 
on "Together at tvanston", 


"This coming together of the ordinary members of the various Churches with 
their leaders", writes the Church of Scotland Press Bureau, "has been a unique 
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event in Scottish Church life and history." The opening session was attended 

by the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church .f Scotland, the Primus 

of the Scottish Episcopal Church, the President of the Congregational Union, 

the Chairman of the Methodist Synod, the Chairman of the Churches of Christ, and 
Prof, Allan Barr representing the United Free Church, Representatives also attended 
from the Society of Friends, the Salvation Army, the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A, and 
from the Greek Urthodox Church, the German Church, and the United Church of 
Northern India; and many other parts of the world were represented by missionaries 
home on furlough and by overseas students, 


Frankfurt: On October 29th Pastor Niemdller addressed a meeting in the Kathari- 
nenkirche at Frankfurt; the church was filled to overflowing. The organisation 
of the ecumenical movement set up at Amsterdam in 1948, said Pastor Niemoller, 
had now "passed its trial by fire" at Evanston. At Amsterdam doubts had been ex- 
pressed as to "whether little David would be able to move at all in this Goliath- 
like organisation" and whether the cumhersome machinery that had 

been set up would work. In spite of these fears, the decisions of the Amsterdam 
Assembly had been cenfirmed at Evanston, which had also gone a long way further. 
This was clear not only numerically but also in the important contribution made 
by the younger churches and by different races. 


The anxiety concerning a possible breakdown of the World Council in the 
West and in the Bast had not been fulfilled, and no verdict had been pronounced 
against communism. In ‘the Oekumene’ people had done a little more thinking on 
this subject than in the Weste:n world. Communism: must be recognised as a 
Spiritual power, 1t could nct be checked by fear. The onlysafeguard against com- 
munism was for so-called "Christian civilisation" to give active assistance 
in the development of the under-developed countries, and to prove that it really 
ais Christian, 


The Evanston Asszmbly had not used the expression"a just war", said Pastor 
Niemoller in his report on Evanston, If war were madness, “a just war" would 
be equivalent to justifying madness. In this connection Pastor Niemoller drew 
attention” tay the Wera@ Council's resolution banning all weapons of mass de- 
struction, including atomic bombs, Many different circles had cooperated in 


urging this resolution tc be passed. 


The prevailing spirit at Evanston had not been one of enthusiasm, but a 
consciousness of spiritual unity that was taken for granted. This sense of unity 
had enabled the Assembly to survive the tensions raised by the main theme 
"Christ - the Hope of the world", We could now look forward with greater confi- 
dence than before to the next Assembly six years hence. In the meantime the 
individual churches must examine the findings of Evanston, study them and pray 
about them. .P.o., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND 
On November 7th, 1954, Reformation Sunday, the Pastors! Association of 
the National Protestant Church of Geneva published the following declaration: 


"On this Keformation Sunday the Pastors! Association invites you to give 
thanks to God for the Gospel of free pardon, proclaimed by the Heformers and 
by faithful witnesses throughout the centuries, as a power sent from God for the 
salvation of all who believe, 
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The Reformation which we proclaim affirms, with the Apostles, that Jesus 
Christ is the only Head cf the Church, the sole iediator between God and men. 
There, is no salvation in any other and we know that he calls us unceasingly to 
renewed repentance and faith, 


Let us listen to this voice and remain firm on this rock, especially 
today when we perceive with real pain that, in one branch of Christendom, a so- 
called "Marian" year is tending to develop a cult which is justified neither 
by the letter nor by the spirit of the Holy Scriptures, Mary, the mother ‘of our 
Saviour, so marked by her humility, wished only to be the handmaid of the Lord, 
There is nothing to justify regarding her as the ''@ueen of Heaverl' or the 
‘Protectress of Nationg|' 


Since before the Reformation the coateofearms of Geneva has been crowned 
with the sun of Jesus, our sole Saviour, We prize His protection and desire no 


other," H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Egyptian Copts Consider First U.S, Church 
wed te tA to ec creates ae ne as a ott oni MLS CTE 


The Coptic Orthodox Uhurch is considering the establishment of a church 
in the United States, probably in Chicago. A spokesman for the Coptic Patriar- 
Chate said the Rev. Makary Souriany, now in the U.S., would remain there for 
some time to study the feasibility of setting up America's first Kgyptian 
Coptic Church, 


Father So riany was one of three delegates of Patriarch Anba Youssab II 
to the World Co .ncil of Churches! Second Assembly at Evanston, I1l., last August. 


There are believed to be relatively few Egyptian Copts in the Wore st OU 
the Patriarch has been considering establishing a church in the New World for 
some time. The Hthiopian branch of the Coptic Orthedox Church has also some 
adhercnts in the U.S, Ei Petey GEneva 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Department of Information 


Geneva ist November, 1954, 


EVANSTON ASSEMBLY PUBLICATIONS AND MATERIALS 


Unless otherwise specified, publications and materials 
listed are available at World Council of Churches! 
offices in Geneva, New York and London. Addresses: 


World Council cf Churches 
17 Route ce Malagnou 
Geneva 


World Council of Churches 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, N.Y. 


British Council of Churches 
59 Doughty Street 
London, W.C.1. 


I, Official Assembly Publications 


In English 
THe EVANSTON MESSAGE. The official Assembly Message, 2pp. Available: 


New York *1,00 per 100 
London : ete veoch (Onn lOS.j00, sper. LOO 


(also available in Welsh) 


EVANSTON SPEAKS, Reports from the Second Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, Auguss 15-31, 1954, 
This publicatioi., intended for wide use in study groups, contains 
the Message of the Assembly, the six Section Reports with related 
Resolutions, and study guides. Available: 
New York, Geneva TAUPO Oe vOus Snopes. 12k 
London, S.C.M Press, 115 pp. 2s.6d, 


REPORTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL SECTIONS (Faith and Order, Evangelism, 
Social Questions, International Affairs, Intergroup Relations, 
The Laity) 15 ~ 20 po. each, minimum order: 10 copies, Available 


Geneva and London: Sw.frs. 1.50; 2s.6d per 10 copies (postage included) 


CHRIST, THE HOPE OF THE “ORLD., Documents on the Main Theme of the 
Second Assembly, About 70 pages. Ready end of November. Available 


Geneva, New York or London. 
3 


THE OFFICIAL REPORT of the Second Assembly of the World Council of 


Churches. 

A full record of the proceedings, decisions and pronouncements of 
the Assembly as well as a summary of the addresses and discussions, 
Scheduled to appear in early Spring 1955, . 
American edition: Harper and Brothers, New York, 
English edition: S.C.M. Press, London. 
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THE CHRISTIAN HOPE AND THE TASK OF THE CHURCH, 
Includes the six Surveys and the Report of the Advisory Commission 
on the Main Theme. Available New York. Pst ¢ 
_. Harper and Brothers, New York. Ai Sp eh cea Cea eietew ie 
STX ECUMENICLL SURVEYS. A series of separate booklets on the subjects 
of the six Sections. 
i ScMi Press London, 50 - 60 vp. each 2S (G0. per CORY. 


THE FIRST SIX YEARS 1948-1954. A-Report. of the Central Committee of 
the World Council of Churches on the activities of the Departments 
and Secretariats of the Council. 149 pp. Available: . 


New Yorks ini g 1.00 
Geneva . SSN apy ee Oe arcs Ree a 
London 6s.Gd. 


POPULAR PAVFHLETS - a series of 14 pictorial pamphlets describing the work ofthe 
World Council of Churches. 8 pp. each. Available: 


Geneva Ow. frs. 0.20. each 
New York “% 0.10 each 


London 4d, each 


In German 
EVANSTON SPRICHT. Botschaft und Berichte der Iweiten Voliversammlung 
des Oekumenischen Rates der Kirchen. Evanston, Illinois, U.5-As, 
15.- 31,August 1954. 
Cotthelf-Verlag, Zurich. 103 5. Schw.Fr. 2.20. 
Auslieferung fur Deutschland: Anker-Verlag, Frankfurt a.M. DM 2.20 


CHRISTUS, DIE HOFFNUNG DER BLT, Dokumente Uber das Hauptthema der 

"“fweiten Vollversammlung, Erscheint Ende November, iigeenee 
Cotthelf-Verlag, Zurich. Auslieferung fur Deibschdands ay” 
Anker-Verlag, Frankfurt a.M. 


RINERLEL HOFENUNG EURER BERUFUNG. Sammelband der Studienhefte zur 
Zweiten Vollversamalung des Oekumenischen Rates der Kirehen. 
Cotthelr-Verlag, Parton. V4 Gel cchwe fits) feels 
Auslieferung fir Deutschland: Anker-Verlag, Frankfurt a.M. DM 7.50.*) 


DER OFFIZIELLE PERICYT DER THETTEN VOLLV IRS ANILUNG . (Siehe oben: 
THE OFICIAL REPORT...) Erscheint im Fruhjahr 1955. 
Gotthelf—-Verlag, Zurich. Auslieferung fur Deutschland: 
Anker-Verlag, Frankfurt aM. 


In French | ; 
L'RSPERANCE CHRETIENNE DNS LE MONDE D'AUJOURD'HUI. Message et 

Rapports de la deuxisme Assemblée du Conseil oecuménique des 
Eglises. Evanston 1954, 
Cette édition francaise contient le message de l'Assemblée, les 
documents sur le théme central, les six rapports des sections et 
leurs résolutions, les six enquetes ainsi que des introductions 
yh l'étude des différents sujets. lle paraitra en décembre en 
un volume broché ainsi qu'en sept brochures séparées contenant 
la documentation relative 3 chaque sujet. 


Délachaux & Niestlé, Neuchatel et Paris. 
Le volume: environs 480 pages. Frs.s. 1l.-; Fr. fr. 900 
Les brochures séparées: environs 65 pages chacune. By gies ath iw, bas 


*) Die Ueberblicke Uber die sechs Sektionsthemen sind auch einzeln 
beim Verlag erhaltlich. Je 60-70 5. Schw.Fr. 1.15; DM 1.10. 


-3-. 


Fr. fr.'150 par exemplaire (peuvent étre commandées également 
au Conseil oecuménique des Eglises (centre de publications), 
17 route de Malagnou, Genéve. ) 


RAPPORT OFFICIEL de la Benet ane Aesenblée du Conseil septmend que 


des Eglises (cf, THE OFICIAL REPORT.,.). 
Delachaux & Niestlé, Neuchatel et Paris. 
A paraitre au printemps 1955. 


ime National ditions (thus far available) 


EVANSTON Y RSSENTTALS, A Sen iion from the Message and six Reports 
abe oe enna Available London, 16 pp. 6d, 


EVANSTON DOKUMENTE. Berichte und Reden auf der Weltkirchenkonferenz 
in Evanston, Herausgegeben von Dr. Focko Lupsen. 
Deutschland: lLuther-Verlag, Witten/Ruhr. 354 S. DM 3.85 


III. Interpretative and Unofficial Reports —. 


THE ECUMENICAL REVIEW, October 1954, “Assembly Issue, containing 
the Message, the Sranenent on the Main Theme, Resolutions, and 
a series of interpretative articles on the various aspects of 
the Assembly. ow. Fr. 3.- 


TO GO FOR'VARD TOGETHER, An 8-page leaflet, Tells about the new 
organizational relationships, and the new challenge to the local 
churches and individual Christians, ‘that came out of the Evanston 
Assembly. Available New York..@ 0.05 each, 


REPORT, .ON EVANSTON, An unofficial document setting forth some of 
the major facts and results of the Second Assembly, (Mimeographed ) 
Obtainable from Department of Information, World Council of 
Churches, Geneva. 25 pp. Single copies free; further copies at 
Sw. fr. 0.20. (Small sums payable by te herwebiona? reply coupons). 


: THE. CHRISTIAN CENTURY. Evanston 1954,.. The Second “Assembly of the 


World Council of Churches: Message, Resolutions, Reports, Edit- 
orial Evaluation. September 22nd, 1954. Available from The 
Christian Century Foundation, 407 S$. Dearborn street, Chicago, 
EPA 24.pp. 9 $ 0.20. . 


EVANSTON; An Interpretation, py shu Hastings Nichols, Len 
January Sth dG55s) Harper and Brothers, New York. $ 2.00 


EVANSTON SCRAPBOOK,, by James W,. ounce 124. PP. 
Sowers Compan Lebanon, Pa,, U.S.A. $0.50; in quantity, orders § 0.55, 


LOOKING AT EVANSTON, A Study on the Second Assembly of the World 
‘Council of Churches, by H.G.G. Herklots. - 
oer Me Press: London ; 114 pp. 4s.6d, 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EVANSTON, by John Marsh, 
Independant Press, London.  3s,6d.. 


Taal RAre 


EVANSTON WORLD ASSEMBLY, A Concise Interpretation, by Cecil Northcott. 
Lutterworth Press, London. 48 pp, 286. Be ¢ 


EVANSTON 1954. Being a Report on the Second Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches, August 15-August 31, 1954, by Jonathan Benneth. 
Presbyterian Bookroom, Christchurch and Dunedin, New Zealand. . 

Acie 48 pp. 28.60. | 


IV Audio-Visual Materials | 


"EVANSTON HIGHLIGHTS", a documentary film. Playing time 143 minutes, 
Black and white, sound, 16 mm. Available for churches or television. 
Records main events and personalities of the Assembly < Available 
through:- Broadcasting and Film Commission, National Council of 
_,. Churches ,..220 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y¥., and British Council 
. of Churches. ea | he | 
$..55 per) print: ( sale) | 
Wes MN olaieUh iy! " (hire) 


ASSEMBLY SLIDES, in colour. Beautiful and significant Assembly scenes, 
with descriptive accompanying script. Complete as is, or to 
supplement your own pictures. Set of Sl. Available for sale from 
Rev, Bradford Young, Manchester, New Hampshire, or Geneva, and for 
hire from Geneva and London, French and German scripts can be 
obtained from Geneva. 0 i 


Rev. Young ae tO (sale). 
London. : “95.6d, (hire) bs 
Geneva . Sw, frs. 42.80 (sale) or 


Sw. frs, 5.- (hire) 


EVANSTON 1954. - a 36-frame black and white film strip with full script 
in English, available for purchase from London, and for hire from 


Geneva... : : 
_ London i Teh aac ese (sale) 
Geneva at arate OW hs siden (hire) 


RECORDING. For home, church or radio station. 56 minutes. Narrative 
of main events with excerpts from speeches. Recording on two sides » 
of 12-inch vinylite record, 33 1/3. rpm Microgroove. (Other 
records of major addresses are available on application). 
New York i 1S Neg BO. | Se Teas 
London 5s.6d. 


FIIMSTRIP. In preparation. Ready by January lst, 1954, About 50 
frames, colour, The World Council looks at its future programme 
against the background of the Second Assembly. With reading 

_seripts., Available New York. |. About $ 5,00. 


f 


TAPE RECORDINGS. A.complete record of the entire 17 days of the 
Assembly is available for loan at the Reigner Library of Recorded 
Sermons and Addresses at Union Theological Seminary, Richmond ,27, 
Virginia. Tape or disc copies of any portions may be obtained 
through the Washington Federation of, Churches, 1751 Ann Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C, Dise copies at any speed may be obtained. 
Prices on request. Tape copies:- §$ 4 for 15 minutes. | 


aw FD mm 


PICTURE BOOK - World Council activities and personalities, 32 pp. 
Published by Westminster Press, Available New York, $1. 


PHOTOGRAPHS -- glossy enlargements of the Assembly sessions and 
personalities, (WCC presidents, Central Committee, etc.). 
Suitable for reproduction, display or viewbooks, Small quantities 
free on request, Available Geneva, 
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Vepartment of women's Work within the World Presbyterian Alliance 
nt i ee OY VETLAN Aiirance 


"Ths Assembly of the World Presbyterian Alliance at Princeton took two 
important decisions with regard to women. Hitherto participaticn in its con- 
ferences has been restricted exclusively to pastors and elders, As both these 
offices are still closed to women in many churches, this means that women have 
been completely excluded from the conferences. The new Constitution, however, 
stipulates that any church member (man or woman) may be chosen as a delegate," 


The Women's International Union has been dissolved and is to be replaced 
by a Department of Women's Work within the World Presbyterian Alliance, The 
last number of "The Presbyterian World" comments on this change as follows: 


"This is designed not only to continue former activities, but ‘further 
to integrate the life and work of women into the Alliance, and perhaps act as 
amore influential agent toward a more adequate use of women and their abili- 
ties in their respective Churches,' The set purpose of such a Department would 
be to help women to realise that 'as they have done such magnificent work in 
secular spheres at first occupied only by men, so Christian women are needed to 
use their ability in the service of God', 


"The Chairman of the new Department (Lady MacDermott, of the Presbyterian 
Church’ in Ireland) will have a seat on the Alliance Executive Committee - which 
has now two other women members — and will take large responsibility.:in plan- 
ning activities and circulating information. There will be a Corresponding 
Secretary in each Area of the Alliance (Canada, Switzerland, New Zealand ete.)." 
the report goes on to say that others are to cover Latin America or Asia, be- 
ing responsible for collecting such information, and for stimulating general 
interest in Alliance work in that area. "It is anticipated that each member 
Church will appoint a women's representative, to keep in touch with the Cor- 
responding Secretary. keformed womenfolk will increasingly realise their one- 
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ness in a world-wide family of Churches, and their ecumenical service will 
gain in effectiveness by leaps and bounds," 


"This is sufficient to show" said the journal "that a new era has begun 
in the work of the Alliance among women, and the work of women for the Alli- 
ance. By prayer, by personal contacts, by correspondence, by every practi- 
cable sisterly means, may this work be set forward in the days and years to 


come; and may God's most abundant blessing rest upon it." B.P.S,, Geneva 
! 
UNITRD STATES Faith and Order at Local Level 


"Unless Christian people sincerely abhor the divisions which exist among 
and within the churches, they cannot be seriously concerned about unity", de- 
Clared Dr. J. Robert Nelson, Executive Secretary of the world Council of 
Churches! Department on Faith and Order, at a convocation of Wilberforce Uni- 
versity (an institution of the African Methodist Episcopal Church) in Ohio, 
where he received an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, 


"The New Testament testifies how Christ has broken down the dividing 
walls of hostility through His life and death, (Eph.2). We have been made 
one in Christ, not by our desire or effort, but by His own work," continued 
Dr. Nelson, who is a Methodist minister. "Many of the present denominational 
divisions were caus-d and are perpetuated by Christians, who then felt or 
now feel no horror over the fact that schisms and sectarianism grievously 
hinder the work of God, who wills that His people should be one in worship, 
work and witness." 


The implications of this belief in the oneness of the Church in the light 
of the disunity of churches were presented by Dr. Nelson in nearly sixty 
addresses during his six-week speaking tour of the United States, Visiting 
twenty theological seminaries and numerous church conferences, he told how the 
work of the World Council in its totality is contributing not only to the grow- 
ing concern for Christian unity, put to the churches' mutual assistance 


in "building up the Body of Christ", H.P,S., Geneva 
CEYLON N.C.C. Church and Home ilission 


The Church and Home Mission organized by the National Christian Council 
of Ceylon with Canon Green as the main speaker "was a success beyond all its de- 
serving", writes the Study Department of this leading church body, 


The organisation had been carefully planned, with courage and vision and 
attention to detail which helped the Mission's purpose at every turn. "But the 
spectacle of crowds of three to five thousand people coming night after night to 
hear the Gospel, and of people making their declaration for Christ, at first 
in their tens but eventually in hundreds, was one whish no one expected and 
which no one can explain except in terms of a blessing of the Spirit beyond our 
understanding," 


| The "follow-up", - the climax without which the Mission will fail in its 
objective, has been organised so far as the Mission Committee can do this: the 
people are there, and the ministers and clergy have been informed. It is now for 
the ministers and congregations to be active in receiving into the fellowship 
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of the Body of Christ these many who have heard and responded to God's call. 


There has also been an unexpected by-product of Uanon Bryan Green's Mission. 
Many of the questions asked and answered by the missioner each evening dealt 
with matters on which there is difference of opinion within the Church. Questions 
dealing with the right interpretation of the early chapters of Genesis, invo- 
cation of the Saints, Total Abstinence, were typical of many such. 


"The co-operation involved in the organisation of the mission has sown 
seeds of goodwill and tolerance which the Churches in Ceylon must be at pains 
to cultivate in their relations with one another. The spirit of unity is a 
fragile plant which does not grow wild, and will stand neither trampling nor 


neglect," B.Peo., Geneva 
AUSTRALIA Radio Programme Makes History 


Every week in Australia a congregation of a million people comes together 
to listen to a religious message. Describing the programme, the Rev. Alan Walker, 
leader of the Methodist "Mission to the Nation" writes: "It is the vast audience 
which tunes in to a programme presented by the Methodist Church of Australasia 
called "Life Has. a Purpose". It forms a major part of the churches'evangelistic 
crusade called the Mission to the Nation. Broadcast over fifty-three stations 
it has become the most popular religious programme in Aust ralia's radio history. 


Top radio-men said it could not be done. When the broadcast was being planned 
radio leaders said it would be impossible to hold a peak-hour audience with re- 
ligion, Time has proved them wrong. For eighteen months the Wlissicn to the 
Nation has helu a high place in radio listener surveys, Sydney at one stage 
having 24 out of every 10U sets tuned to the programme, 


There is a romantic story behind the financing of the radio feature of | 
the Mission to the Nation, The programme costs £ 600 a week to produce and 
place on fifty-three stations, It is made possible by gifts, most of them small, 
from all over Australia. People in all States have given generously, thousands 
of Methodist young people have given a "day's pay", while Church people and 
grateful listeners have s-nt their donations to enable Mission to the Nation to 
stay on the air. 


As a result of the programme a ceaseless stream of letters flows into the 
head offiice of the Mission in Sydney. During 1953 six months campaign 1300 letters 
were received raising serious moral and spirituel issues, These letters were 
answered, many a grateful listener acknowledging the value of the guidance re- 
ceived, 


The Mission to the Nation has much evidence of the power which has become 
expressed in human lives through these programmes, Broken homes have been healed, 
men beaten by alcholism have found release, young people have discovered a pur- 
pose for living and many lonely people comfort through the radio mission," 


UNITED STATES Methodists Give Iutherans a Church 


the 
(St. Charles, 111.) - Members of First Methodist church here voted un- 
animously to give their former church and parsonage to a neighbmring Lutheran 
congregation. The lutherans, hard-pressed for space in an inadequate frame church, 
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already had purchased a site for a new church when they were informed of the 
gift. The gift of a church from one denomination to another is believed to 


have no precedent, officials of the churches asserted, E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY New Theological Faculty in Hamburg 


At the opening of the semester at Hamburg University, Dr. Herntrich 
(Oberkirchenrat) preached to a very large congregation at the inaugural ser- 
vice. He said the opening of the Faculty of Protestant Theology at Hamburg was 
of historic importance for Germany. The new Faculty, the only theological 
faculty that had been built on German soil since the defeat in 1945, clearly 
set a seal upon the first decade of Germany's post-war history. This Faculty 
was a visible sign of Christian life within the state, a clear token for the 


University and for learnirz. E.P.5., Geneva 
GERMANY Hive Years since the Upening of the Evangelical Academy at Meissen 


Reformation Day marked the fifth anniverssry of the opening of the 
Evangelical Academy at wieissen (East Germany) in 1949 by Bishop Hugo Hahn, with 
a great celebration in the cathedral. During those five years the Academy has 
organised 123 conferences. Conferences for people from special occupations 
and.conferences on special problems have been attended by people not only from 
Saxony but from all the provinces in the German Democratic Republic. Nearly 
19, COU visitors - workmen and artists, farmers and doctors, manual workers and 
scientists, technicians and inaustrialists, students and actors - have come 
into contact with the Church through the conferences of the Meissen Academy. 
The themes discussed have been mainly problems of contemporary life and the 
common search for a solution in the light of the Gospel, The necessity for 
this discussion between the Church and the world is shown by the continually. 
growing number of participants; in 1949 the average at each confer-nce was 37; 
during the last years it has risen to 90, In order to avoid overcrowding at 
the conferences, subjects have to be repeated several times. E.P.S., Geneva 


RAN Bishop in Iran Recalled from Exile 


After eighteen month's banishment from the land where he has spent thirty-— 
five years of his ministry, the Bishop in Iran, the Right Rev. William J. Thompson, 
is returning to Persia to the task of rebuilding and expanding his mission field. 
The Persian authorities have again granted visas tc him and to his wife. 


In May last year, when bishop Thompson and the greater part of his staff 
were ordered to leave Persia, no reasons were given for the expulsion. "It was 
certainly not because we had taken part in any form cf political activity", says 
the Bishop. "That was at the time when Dr, Moussadeq was in power, when the 
Anglo-Iranian Uil Company withrew from Abadan, and rabid nationalism was at its 
nereht tt 


On his return, Bishop Thompson will first tackle the problem of reassembling, 
as far as possible, his former staff of priests, doctors, nurses and teachers. 
The Persian authorities, under the new regime, are likely to grant them visas 
without question, H.eP.S., Geneva 


| 
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UNITED KINGDOM In Mlemory of Archbishop Temple 


William Temple College Comes to Rugby. A new chapter in the history of Willidm 
Temple College began on October 16th, when the Archbishop of Canterbury offi- 

clally opened and dedicated its new home at Rugby. The ceremony was witnessed 

by Mrs. Temple. 


The College was founded at Hawarden, in Flintshire, seven years ago, its 
general purpose being, as the Primate declared, to carry on the kind of Christian 
thinking about society and educatim of which William Temple was so great an 
exponent. The courses and conferences enable teachers to undertake a scholar-— 
ly study of the Bible and kindred sujects, and to relate their studies to the 
problems of teaching in contemporary society. The College courses are also open 
to men and women from other professions. 


Already nearly a thousand people, employed in industry, commerce, teaching, 
social work and other activities, have enrolled as students of the College. The 
College has now outgrown its: childhood home at Hawarden, and so has migrated to 
Rugby, a great industrial and educational centre with which William Temple and 
his father, Frederick Temple, were intimately connected, 


Man had now brought the explotation of nature to the point where he must 
either destroy himself by his own inventions, or learn obedience to God's 
laws. Wiiliam Temple College provided a solution to the problem. Here people 
could gather together to learn what Christian wisdom had to say to theses 
insistent questions, to learn how men should dwell together as brothers, 


William Temple School Dedicated. The Dedication Nov. 5th of the Archbishop 
William Temple School by the Archbishop of York and its formal opening by 

Mr, Dennis Vosper, Parliamentary Secretary to the ilinistry of Education, was 

@ great occasion for the Church in Hull, Civic leaders were present together 
with many representatives of the educational and ecclesiastical authorities, | 
The Bishop of Hull and the Hural Dean assisted the Archbishop, and Mrs, William 
Temple. who laid the foundation stcne in April, 1953, Was also present, The 
school is attached to St. Columba's Church, which was consecrated by Archbishop 
Temple as his first official duty after his enthronement, and his name as of one 
deeply interested in education is perpetuated in the name of the school, 


The Archbishop of York referred to the great need of all children of the 
best possible education and to the Church's duty to help provide the means 
for it. Dr. William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, was President of the 
Provisional Committee of the World Council of Churches when it was in process 


of formation, H.P.S., Geneva 
CARTEBEAN AREA Religious Situation 


Mr. E.dJ. Bingle of the International Missionary Council returned to New 
York on November 5th from a two-month journey through the Caribbean in the 
course of which he visited Cuba, Jamaica, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Puerto 
Rico, Antigua, Barbados, Trinidad, British Guiana and Surinam. The trip was 
made in the interest of a survey of the regions by the International Missionary 
Council and also to sound out opinion as to the possibility and desirability 
of a Caribbean regional conference to be held in the next few years, 


Mr, Bingle covered the four main language-areas of the Caribbean and con- 
sulted with a wide variety of church leaders both clerical and lay. He found 
that concern for the Caribbean region as a whole was more developed in govern~ 
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mental and cultural circles but that the churches were beginning to feel their 
way in some cases to wider inter-island organizations. Local councils of churches, 
apart from three or four notable exceptions do not exist and alternative methods 
of cooperation and consultation are rudimentary. In some islands there are signs 
of marked religious advance, while the invasion of what are already Christian 
(or even post-Christian)areas by multitudes of small Uhristian groups from out- 
Side, constitutes a serious problem for the larger missionary bodies, 

E.P.S., Geneva 


AUSTRIA vatholic-Protestant Church built by Young Workers 
eee ee tounge Workers 


(Vienna) - In the early summer of this year archoishop Innitzer dedicated the Ry 
Catholic part of a "double church", built to serve Christians of both confessions 
in the young workers' village of Hochleiten, near Giesshtibl (Lower Austria), 

On November 7th the second half of the church was opened by Bishop D.G, May for 
use by the Protestants in the village. when handing cver the key Dr, Buchweiser, 
the founder of the foung workers! Movement, pointed out "that the religious 

care of his boys formed the basis of all education in his young workers! settle- 
ment". In his reply Bishop lay emphasised the fact "that this double church was 

a tang ible expression of the unity of the two Christ an confessions," 


In his semon of dedication a youth-chaplain said that the Church was not 
a moral institution; its task was to preach the salvation of the world through 
Jesus Christ. The ceremony concluded with a greeting from a representat ive of 
the Protestant Yo.th-Pastor of the Frevince and from the Protestant Youth Adviser 
in Vienna; the latter said he was glad that there were people even today who will 
not build their village without a church, because they know that only faith can 
enable us to live rightly. the significance of the whole ceremony was stressed 
by the presence of Dr, Hurdes, the President cf the National Council, of Dr. Heinl 
and of a representative of the wlinister of Education. The Arch episcopal Diocesan 


Court in Vienna also sent a representative on this occasion, H.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED KINGDOM Princess ‘‘rgaret at Y-"th Council 
(London) - Princess Margaret, President of the Church. of England Youth Council, 


Spoke at the Annual Wleeting of this organisation in London of the responsibi- 
lity of the Church of “ngland towards young people, 


"Many whom we seek to serve are outside the direct influence of the Church 
itself," said the Princess. "One has to go out to them, if any ideals hich we 
share, are to affect their lives, I have been particularly pleased, therefore, 
to read of what is being done among young men and women in iadustry. Their wel- 
fare was always of the deepest concern to my father, who took the most active and 
practical steps to further this very work, 


"It gives me personally very real pleasure to tell you that the King George VI 
Foundation has generously agreed to make a grant of ¢ 5,LUU to the Church of England 
Youth Council, which will enable a training Officer to serve on the staff for 
the next five years. Such an appointment will be of the utmost assistance, for 
the work of this officer will be directly concerned with the provision of suit— 
able leaders. This is of tremendous importance," E.P.S5., Geneva 
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, 1955 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity has been observed for many years 
between January 18th and 25th. As usual, the Department on Faith and Order 
of the World Council of Uhurches has prepared special prayersfor this 
world-wide period of Cnristian fellowship. The following is being sent out 
for use in 1955: 


Two statements made by the Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches in 1954 give urgency to the appeal for prayers for Christian unity. 


"as we learn more of our unity in Christ, it becomes the more 
intolerable that we should be divided, We therefore ask yous Ls 
your church seriously considering its relation to other churches 
in the light of our Lord's prayer that we may be sanctified in 
the truth and that we may all be one?" (Assembly wessage) 


"The measure of our concern for unity is the degree to which 
we pray for it. We cannot expect God to give us unity unless we 
prepare ourselves to receive His gift by costly and purifying 
prayer. To pray TOGH''HER is to be drawn together," 

(Report of Faith and Order Section) 


Persons responsible for Suggesting special occasions for prayer are 
asked to set aside appropriate periods for earnest prayers to be offered 
to God for the unity of His people, now divided, wany will observe the week 
of January 18-25. Others will choose the season of Pentecost, or another time 
of the year when church members are able to participate, 


The litany, prayers and intentions may be used for corporate or private 
devotion. They may be reproduced in any form or translation, so that as many 
Christians as possible will pray for the manifestation of our oneness in 
Jesus Christ, 
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Py Eos ve 


Churches and Chrictian Masaeonta— Ta 


No. 49 - November 26, 1954 -2- 345 


POR £OyE aS 


O God, the Father, in whom is calmness, 

_ peace and concord; make up the dissensions 
which divide us from each other, and bring 
us back into a unity of love, which may 
bear some likeness to Thy divine nature. 

And as Thou art above all things, make us 

one by the unanimity of a good mind, that 
through the embrace of charity and the bonds 
of affection, we may be one, as well in our- 
selves as in each other; through the grace, 
mercy and tenderness of Thy Son, Jesus Christ. 


Pein a Tih 
(St, Dionysius, adapted) 


QO Lord Jesus Christ, who didst pray for 
Thy disciples that they might be one even 
as Thou art one with the Father: draw us to 
Thyself, that in common love and obedience 
to Thee, we may be united to one another in 
the fellowship of the one Spirit, that the 
world may believe that Thou art Lord to the 
glory of God the Father, 


Aims ao, 
(Prayers New and 01d) 


Sry LER NER OWR VEN: MO DN, 
Sot Bona ads ob cle ir i db eB eae 
(Ephesians 4: 4-6) 
Almighty God, who didst make Thy Son to be Head of the ONE BODY, 
His Church, that in all things He might have pre-eminence: 
ROU ere | wha. VE ee Rll. Vol lr whale 4 eed Oo 8 » 


Our Father, who by the ONE SPIRIT hast called and baptized Thy 
people into the fellowship of the one Bodys 


MOT erie miel wa inuduahielall Mooters di doar died oma ° 


Blessed Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hast begotten us 
again unto the ONE HOPE by the resurrection of Thy Son: 


dV eR Oy ogee ee WEN Ng cb eh) e Md Yat: fy) Garo Nhs Nar ots Wits BE att a Pee Marpac 


O Jesus Christ, who through the sacrifice of Thine own Body and 
Blood hast shown Thyself to be our ONE LORD and Saviour: 


AS Sees Day ald acs hac Weak ith ca aBid WN 9 lg SAS cide oe 9 Ws aa SS 
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Son of God, who wilt bring us through unity of the ONE FAITH 
unto a measure of the stature of Thy fulness: 


Ue Tie ot Ra lle Me « GA 6 My ils oS en a Aaa 


Holy Spirit of God, who dost continually grant Thy diverse and 
fruitful gifts to the people united in the ONE BAPTISM: 


Davee ss mm Dan. ton ait hb ; 


Thou who art the ONE GOD AND FATHER of all, who art above all, 
and through all, and in us all for ever and ever: 


Unite ws in Thy truth A 
Amen, 


Dare notre te hi Ove On NE RO BOSS Oo Rey 
a ee ad 


Peace) Bick 


i. For the guidance of God for those who work diligently on 
problems of uniting those churches which are now separated, 


ee For the impressing of God's will for unity upon all persons 
who study and teach the Holy Scriptures. 


3. For the change of mind of all Christians who allow social, 
Cultural, racial and psychological factors to perpetuate 
divisions of churches, ; 


4. For courage and candour to speck the truth in love when 
Givided Christians face their differences, 


5e For the granting of mutual understanding to those who are 
divided in their interpretations of Baptism and the Eucharist, 


6. For a deeper and broader recognition of diverse ministries 
in churches now estranged from each other, 


7. For the churches! increasing unity in evangelistic witness 
before the non-Christian world, 


&, That all Christians may be given a real desire for the 
unity of Christts Church, and that God may enable them to 
grow together, 


SOUTH AFRICA Inter-Racial Conference to be Held in December 
OUYin APHLOA anes onterence to oe Heid in December 


Dr, Samuel McCrea Cavert, Executive Secretary of the World Council of 
Churches in the USA, has been invited to address the important Inter-Racial 
Conference of Church Leaders to be held at the University of the Witwatersrand, 
Johannesburg, December 7 to 10, The Conference will have as its theme "The 
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uxtension cf the Kingdom cf God in our iiulti-Racial Land", and will include, 
according to those who are setting up the programme, "assessment of the past, 
evaluation of the pressnt and vision for the future," 


About 200 delegates are expected to participate, Church leaders say that 
this is the first time so representative a body cf both African and white Pro- 
testant Christianity has been brought together in South Africa, where the Pro- 
testant Churches are an important force in the lives of the people and vitally 
concerned with the political questions arising out of the multi-racial social 
pattern (see alsc E.P,S. No. 22 and 44), 


"The Conference", writes Pastor C.B. Brink, the sloderator of the Dutch 
Reformed Church in the Transvaal, "is unique in this sense that it is an attempt 
to bring together ministers from all Christian churches and all races in South 
Africa with the exception of the Roman Catholic Church. (nly once before, in 
1923, has such an attempt been made. The Dutch Reformed Church of Transvaal is 
sponsoring the conference on its own responsibility, but to get the greatest 
measure of cooperation the Archbishop of Cape Town (Anglican) has been invited 
to chair the meeting with the assistance of Pastor Brink," 


Governor-General E.G, Jansen cf South Africa will open the Conference. 
Dr, Cavyert, as a representative of the World Council of Churches, will address 
the Conference on December 9. With him on the programme will be Dr. Norman Goodall 
of #ngland, who will represent the International Wissionary Council, Visitors 
from the Churches of Holland will also be on the programme, 


The problem of inter-racial relations was one of the important subjects 
discussed by the Evanston Assembly of the World Council of Churches during the 
past summer, The report of the Section of the Evanston Assembly dealing with 
inter-group tensions held that "any form of segregation based on race, colour or 
ethnic origin is contrary tc the Gospel, and is incompatible with the Christian 
doctrine of man and with the nature of the Church of Christ." A resolution 
passed by the Assembly urged the member churches to "renounce all forms of 
segregation or discrimination and to work for their abolition in their own 


life and within society." H.P.S., Geneva 
JAPAN | Tokyo Pastor Elected New Kyodan Moderator 


(Tokyo) - At its eighth biennial assembly the Rev. Ken Muto, pastor of Tokyo's 
Hongo Central church and a leading Christian scholar, was elected Moderator 

of the United Church of Christ in Japan (Kyodan). He succeeds the Rev. 

Michio Kozaki who has been Moderator since 1946. Dr. Kozaki continues as a 
member of the Church's executive committee. 


"The new iloderator", writes Xeligious News Service (New York), "is known 
to be a strong advocate of indigenous control of church affairs and self- 
support, However, he is a thorough believer in the ecumenical movement and 
served as Japanese delegate to the Third World Conference on Faith and Order 


held at lund, Sweden, in 1952," E.P.S., Geneva 
PAKT STAN Future Seats for Christians in Pakistan Assembly? 


(Lahore) - Allocation of three seats to Christians in the new Constituent 
Assembly, now in the process of formation, was demanded by Joshua Fazluddin, 
as chairman of the Christian Constitutional Committee. According to the latest 
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available statistics there are 550,Ul0 Christians in Pakistan out of a total 
population of 75, U00, LLU, hePso., Geneva 


GERMANY Mirrors of the Protestént and Catholic Press 


Two new papers, the "Spiegel der evangelischen Kirchenpresse" (Mirror 
of the Protestant Church Press) and the "Spiegel der katholischen Kirchen- 
presse" (Mirror of the Catholic Church Press) commenced regular publication 
in Bonn in the early autumn, Thenewd-items which they select are factual and 
informative rather than religious or theological. They give information about 
events within the churches, political questions and important events in art 
and letters as mirrored in the German-speaking church press. The Evanston 
Assembly is also dealt with in various reports and articles. &.P.S., Geneva 


FRANCE An Appeal from the Protestant Federation of France 


(Tunis) - The following statement has been issued after the crisis in North 
Africa: "Delegates from the French Protestant Churches in North Africa and 
from the Protestant Federation of France met in Tunis on November lst. Sharing 
the anxiety and suffering of all those (whatever their origin or nationality) 
who are suffering from the effects of the crisis which is shaking the countries 
where they live, the delegates urge the members of their Churches to pray for 
all men as their brethren. and especially for those in authority. 


"They remind the representatives of the State that although the Bible 
justifies the use of force by the authorities, if this is indispensable for 
the protection of the lives and goods of the people, the use of force must we 
accompanied by respect for the principles of justice. 


"They formally express the wish that the text of the constitution now 
being drafted shovld ensure respect for all the fundamental human liberties, 
regardless of race, language or religion, especially the right to practise and 
preach one's faith without detriment to one's civic, legal or professional 
rights. 


"They pray the God of all men revealed in Jesus Christ to hasten the time 
when the different sections of the population of North Africa may work together 
in mutual confidence and understanding and fraternal love to solve the political, 
economic and social problems presented by the present state of their country." 

E.P.S,., Geneva 


Rete wlke Blunders in anti-religious propaganda campaign 


"The Communist Party is carrying out a programme of scientific education 
in the materialist view of life, in order to enlighten the minds of the workers 
and to liberate them from religious prejudices." This is the opening sentence 
in a decree, signed by N. Chruschtschoff, Secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, relating to "the blunders made in the 
campaign for promoting atheism among the people," This explanation, which was 
published in the Moscow daily paper "Pravda" on November llth, complains that 
"blunders have been made" in this propaganda campaign. Instead of patient pro- 
paganda for materialism based on the achievements and discoveries of science, and 
the anti-religious struggle connected with it, the campaign has degenerated 
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into "insulting attacks on clergy and on believers". Members of the different 
churches have "without any justification been treated like people who are 
politically untrustworthy." Local administrative bodies have "interfered with 
the work of religious associations and groups" and been "very offensive to 
the clergy,' | 


Blunders of this kind in anti-religious propaganda "are contrary to the 
programme and policy of the Communist Party" with regard to religion and its 
adherents. They are contrary to "the constantly reiterated instructions of 
the Party" that it is inadmissible "to hurt the feelings of believers," 


The report of the Communist Party goes on to state, that the anti-religious 
propagandists "are often not up to their job." Many of them are people whose 
knowledge of Christian priests is "incoherent and second~hand", "Careless se- 
lection of propagandists who are not under the control of the local Party 
authorities" weakens the effort for political education among the population, 
The Decree of the Communist Party therefore insists that "these blunders must 
step immediately" ... so that "the religious sensibilities of believers may 
not be hurt in future... and administrative bodies must also stop interfering 
in church affairs," It must be borne in mind that the hurting of peopks. 
sensibilities "is incompatible with the policy of the rarty and of the State 
in carrying out its atheistic propaganda"; it is also an infringement of 
"the right to freedom of conscience guaranteed by the Constitution to all 
citizens." The great majority of people in the Soviet Union "have long since 
been liberated from the survival of religious belief" through the victory 
of socialism and the general rise in the level of culture in the Soviet Vnion.., 
although admittedly many citizens, who fulfil their duties as citizens, have 
today fallen under the influence of various religions." It is therefore "foolish, 
to regard Soviet citizens as politically suspect owing to their religious con- 
victions." The only way to convince these people once and for all is "to edu- 
cate them patiently in the atheistic view of Dives Manwiniartr i aback teil 
merely strengthen their religious prejudices." 


"The position of the Church in the land of Socialism" is "not the same 
as in a bourgeois society regulated by the laws of exploitation" where "the 
Church supports the ruling classes and Oppresses the workers." Even there, 
however, "some pastors sympathise with the workers and are therefore persecuted 
by the Church authorities and by the ruling classes in capitalist countries..." 
During the Soviet revolution many pastors had opposed the revolutionary leaders 
"and had to be called to account, not because of their religious activities, but 
because of their counter-revolutionary activities which were directed against the 
Communist authorities, and aimed at promoting international capitalism," 
Today "the majority of the clergy have proved themselves loyal to the Soviet 
Government", Therefore the struggle against religious prejudice must today be 
Carried on exclusively as "an ideological struggle of enlightened atheism 
against the anti-scientific outlook of religion," The blunders made in the 
anti-religious campaign must not "weaken the force of that propaganda" which 
"is an inalienable element in the Communist education of the workers," 


"Although religion is a private matter as far as the State is concerned, 
and although the Church is therefore separate from the State, the Communist 
Party, based on the ideology of Marx and Lenin, cannot be completely indifferent 
or neutral towards religion", because the religious outlook "has nothing in 
common with science...". "The Communist Party has therefore always regarded it 
as its unavoidable duty, and still does so, to promote the extension of science, 
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technics and social progress by every means in its power." For it is only on 

the basis of "advanced scientific knowledge that the natural treasures can be 
exploitedfor the benefit of mankind". The antithesis is obvious "between 

science based on experiment, and religion, which is derived merely from biblical 
tradition and from the imagination", "The achievements of modern science con- 
vincingly refute the dogmas of religion"... Science helps humanity "to re- 
cognise objective laws of natural development, to utili se the forces of nature 
for the benefit of mankind, and to direct the course of civilisation in a 
responsible way", while religion "confuses people's minds and paralyses their 
creative energy." E.P.o., Geneva 


Echoes of Evanston in the Press 


The Second Assembly of the World Council cf Churches in Evanston (August 
(54) 48 stall a major source of ccmment in the Ghristian world press, 


"The Inquirer! Q@rgan of Unitarian Christianity and Free Keligious Fellow- 
ship (London), writes in its issue of October 30th: "The Christian Church, as 
it is, is helpless to lead men to a new universal spiritual unity.The real 
spiritual question is how can man belong to man and nation to nation in spirit- 
Wal agreement rather than in tolerated division. That indeed is the question 
that the World Council is trying to answer. According to a Message adopted 

by the Assembly at Evanston, Christians must look forward to a second coming 

of Christ, and every noble action must depend upon this expectation... How 

many men in any Christien country can believe this? In Britain at the most 
about 1O per cent., elsewhere perhaps a little more or a little less, So that 
the Christian Church is not only divided among itself, it is essentially di- 
vided from the mass of people whom it hopes to serve...". 


"World Dominion", an International Review of Christian Progress (London), 
with Sir Kenneth G. Grubb asEditor, writes: "How does a World Assembly of the 
Churches become indigenous? Practically, the question cannot be solved until 
evangelism has enormously increased the harvest of the Church among the nations, 
It was particularly noticeable in this Assembly... The variety of speakers on 
the platform at Evanston witnessed to the ingenuity of the human mind in the 
invention of denominations, and also to the encouraging fact that spiritual 
and intellectual talent is not confined to any Church: the Holy Spirit cannot 
be thus limited..." 


From the fortnightly publication of the American Society of Friends (Quakers), 
"The American Friend", we quote: "Evanston gave to those who attended an imme- 
diate demonstration of a deeper one-ness and at the same time pointed up 
sharply the differences that account for the astounding figure of one hundred 
and sixty-three Churches that compose the Council... The greater fact, however, 
is not the divisions, the scandal, but the Christ in whom unity is to be found. 
Whatever progress the Churches make will come... from attention to the profound 
simplicity of Him who is the Head of the Church,..". 


"The Scottish Congregationalist! monthly magazine of the Congregational 


Union of Scotland, writes: "In so far as we isolate our Church from other 
Churches, to that extent we fail to 'make all men see what is the fellowship 
of the mystery! (Eph.11I1,9). Does this mean co-operation? Yes, and more. Does 
it mean friendly relations? Yes, and more. We need to penetrate behind our 
divisions to a deeper and richer understanding of the mystery of the God-given 


ee ee, —- 
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union of Christ with his Church'!," 


The bi-weekly Journal of Christian Opinion, "Christianity and Crisis", (New 
York) publishes an article "vanston in Retrospect"! by Henry P, Van Dusen, who 
writes: "This Assembly found its corporate mind and voice... under rather un— 
favarable circumstances - not when meeting as a whole in plenary session but 
when fragmented into small discussion groups." But "the Assembly's experience 
in its consideration of Christian hope is significant, because it was prophetic 


of the Assembly's handling of all its business... Here were hundreds of officially- 


appointed representatives of churches of Christ throughout the world. Most of 
them had never seen each other before... They were dealing with some cf the 
most diificult, complex and controversial issues which disturb the unity of 
Christians, Yet, within a fortnight, they became a true corporate body, - a 
world girdling democracy of the followers of Christ... In summary, on the matters 
on which the World Council is really divided and where contradictory views 

are strongly held and matter deeply, the lines of cleavage cut across all con- 
fessional and national allegiances," 


In the "National Lutheran" (U.S.A,) of October 1954 James A, Ryberg writes: 
"Iutherans played an important role in the discussions and deliberations at 
Evanston, 111., during the historic Second Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches." Quoting the Executive Secretary of the luther n World Federation, 

Dr, Carl E, Lund-Quist, the author goes on: 'The future of the ecumenical 
movement, in my opinion, is assured.t ‘Once having seen the vision of unity, 
once having heard the call of Our Lord, and once having known the possibilities 
of our common work’, Dr. lund-Quist concluded, 'none of us can or wants to 

give up the ecumenical ideal,' "! 


3 


the New Zealand Christian", published by the Churches of Christ (Disciples) 
begins its article of September 20th on Evanston by saying: "Evanston marks 
another milestone on the road toward a better understanding and a larger co- 
operation among the 163 different non-Catholic communions in all parts of 
the world, It is reported with considerable satisfaction by the leaders of the 
World Council that during the six years since the organization of the Council 
at Amsterdam, no denomination has withdrawn. On the other hand, two have been 
added here at Evanston to membership in the \iorld Council," : 


In the "Oekumenische Rundschau'", published in Germany, Pastor Wilhelm Menn 
sums up his impressions as follows: "Evanston was a new and significant step 
along the road whose final stage opened in 1910. A concern which at that time 
interested only a little group of people has, despite innumerable obstacles and 
circuitous paths, become the concern of all the Churches, even of those Chur-— 
ches which have not thrown in their lot with the Worlé Council and think 
they ought to oppose what it does... The participant could not forget for a 
moment that that concern for the unity of Christendom was, is and will remain 
the driving force of the ecumenical movement. lt certainly is a ‘problem', but 
at the same time it is a reality given by God..." 


"The Christian Science Monitor", the daily paper of the Church of Christ, 
Scientist (U.S.A.), writes in its edition of September 21: "Hope for the world, 
World Council leaders said, lies in a spirited revival of moral and ethical 
religion - in a rededication to following the precepts of Christ Jesus... 
Talking with World Council leaders, one got the definite feeling that ereat 


expectancy is held generally for the world's spiritual advance... In the fore-— 


front of the hopeful signs of progress is the increased role women are playing 


| 


ne 
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in the churches. lt is becoming recognized generally that a truly feminine 
influence should be felt in all spheres of activity, in Church as well as 
society," 


"Christianisme Social", the international and social review for a Christian 
world (France), speaking of the Evanston report, emphasises that "many of us 
wanted this report to be more incisive, and sometimes to be rather differently 


expressed, A certain measure of agreement was reached and an attempt of thie kind 


cannot be anything but a compromise between contrary tendencies, It is not an 
encyclical, intended to fix the doctriiucs of sovereign churches. It represents 
the present state of reflection in a gathering of Christians drawn from five 

continents, nothing more. It invites criticism and it is to be hoped that it 

will receive it, if the next conference is té°an advance on Evanston." 


At the French Academy of Moral and Political Sciences in Paris a report on 
the ecumenical movement wa read, The report was commented on by Pastor Mare 
Boegner, head of the Frenh keformed Church and a former World Council President, 
who is a member of the Academy. "It is not a question of studying documents 
and reports on the ecumenical movement", he told his fellow academicians, "but 
of recognizing a new climate which has been created among Christians, of 
noting the complete change in the orientation of their ideas and thoughts and 
the great movement which has been accomplished in the soul," 


The ecumenical movement, he said, was not born of individual or collective 
initiative, but out of a real need felt by many Christians. Roman Catholic 
Auxiliary Bishop George Chevrot of Paris, another Academy member, said the 
Catholic Church, although she remained apart from the ecumenical movement, was 
not uninterested, The Catholic Church prayed for the unity of Christians, 
but believed that her presence at ecumenical assemblies would be a hindrance, 


The Rev. Johs. Langhoff writes on "What was the result of Eranston" in 
the Danish paper "Kirkens Front" (No. 12, 1954): "Inspite of the strong con- 
fessional development these 1tast years the churches met at Evanston with mutual 
trust and spoke openly to one another, The most important was the study docu- 
ment *Christ, the Hope of the World! prepared by the Advisory Commission on 
the main theme. Evanston showed a fellowship stronger than theological and even 
political differences (presence of representatives from Churches behind the 
iron curtain). The discussion on International Affairs became not mere words 
but led to concrete realistic resoiutions. In spite of differences of economic 
systems the report on social questions shows a remarkable consensus of view- 
points... The way towards the Unity of the Church in Christ is a long one but 
Evanston meant a new step in strengthening the fellowship which exists in spite 
of all differences and which in every day life must show itself in love and 
mutual service, in cooperation, study and interces ion for one another," 


ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Under the auspices of : The World Council of Churches + The International Missionary Council 


The World's Alliance of Young Men's Christian Associations »* The World’s Y; oung Women’s 
Christian Association * The World’s Student Christian Federation * The World Council of 
Christian Education x The United Bible Societies 


CABLES: OIKUMENE GENEVA - TELEPHONE 67130 . 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNOU, GENEVA 
No. 50 Twenty-first Year December 3, 1954 


ais 3 Ghee See ren ER PRS kU LE A na Rec ee ee 
On other pages: 


How British Students Heard the Bishop Sherrill Salutes Hundred- 
Evanston Wlessage......... coeccesees 2 L6ermOld YWCA in USO ig tip cletehets tse eh De 
Dispensation frem Church embership- Ecumenical Task for Educators... 6 
Requirement in Norwave.ecccceccccee 3 Awakening Interest in the Bible 6 
“yakers Launch East African Society for Co-operation bet 


OST CORTON sei ync bs oe cca le, 4 ween Christians and Jews /Germany | 


Made One with the Praying Christ 
ee OY ENE COP SG 


The World Week of Prayer for Christian Unity "will live up to its 
title only if it succeeds in rallying all Christians to pray together at 
the same time, in order to ask God through His grace to grant union and 
visible unity," 


This affirmation is the opening sentence of the introduction written 
by the Reverend Father Maurice Villain in the tract which has just been 
published at Lyons in the spirit of the late Abbé Paul Couturier, 


Father Villain continues as follows: "When so much is at stake, supp-— 
lication throughout the whole of Christendom is absolutely essential, We are 
not being too bold if we affirm that God would grant this supreme grace - 
unity - in answer to the fervent prayers of all Christians, if we were all to 
importune heaven at the same time, At least this is the aim which we should 
keep in mind, But how can we advance toward that goal except by creating 
an atmosphere of mutual confidence in which we can all say together ‘Our 
‘Father'? 


"Such was the deep conviction and the unswerving resolution of Abbé 
Paul Couturier (of sacred memory), the founder of the World Week of Prayer, 
In 1935 he received from God a special gift of grace - he discovered the 
method (and practised it from 1936 on) which for nearly twenty years has 
inspired this little tract, 


NnTt is not a problem: it is a mystery. The mystery is Christ, or more 
precisely, Christ's will for our salvation which is realised throughout this 
period of the Church's life. Christ's will is for all Christians to be 
united; it was for that unity that he prayed (and continues to pray) and for 
which he died; he desires the reunion of the Christian family, which is now 
broken, 


he aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


? 
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"Of course, we all have an idea (a theory, a vision) of this Unity, 
which is part of our faith; the drama consists in the diversity of the forms 
which this idea assumes within the various Christian groups. The Catholic 
thinks that unity already exists in the Roman Church and that the sep‘ rated 
brethren ought to become part of that Church; but the Orthodox feels exactly 
the same about his own Church and the leaders of the Orthodox Church pro- 
claim it on every occasion, For the confessions which spring from the Re- 
formation and which are affiliated to the World Council of Churches, the 
Church Universal is still coming to birth and it oscillates, they believe, 
between a 'catholic' and a 'protestant! structure and "style"; but of course 
each of the two groups wishes that Church to be in its image and likeness. 


"However, when we pray for Christian unity - and this holds also for 
every other ecumenical effort - this is not a question of 'relativising' our- 
selves, but, on the contrary, of becoming more and more faithful to Christ and 
the Gospel as we see them in our own confession, - to make it quite clear: 
it must be a faithfulness which is open-minded and not narrow-minded, a faith- 
fulness which welcomes rather than opposes..." 


"May all Christians meet their Lord Jesus Christ in a receptive spirit", 
wrote the Abbé Couturier, " attentive to the divine call, in an attitude 
of humble surrender like that of the humble virgin Mary", 


"A turning-point is reached as soon as we no longer strive for Christian 
unity on the plane of dogmatic concepts — these are a goal and not a starting- 
point - but on the plane of the Praying Christ, the Lord of the Church, as 
Soon as we cease to tackle the problem as though it were primarily one which 
alone our intellect could solve but instead treat it as a mystery bestowed 
from above," 


The tract provides various subjects for intercession for each day of 
the Week of Prayer: the unity of all Christians; sanctification of Catholics, 
Orthodox, Anglicans, Luther:ns, Calvinists and of all other Protestants; the 
unity of all men in the Charity and the Truth of Christ, 


With regard to the SecomndAssembly of the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston in August 1954 the tract states: 


"As we write this, the official documents have not yet been published 
and it is still too early to assess the results objectively. But the fact re- 
mains that 1,50U Christians representing 163 churches in 5 continents came to- 
gether and prayed together in all humility for the Spirit of wisdom, Counsel 
and Strength, tc God who knows and sees all, and we Catholics must not weary 
of echoing their prayers. We must also be grateful to God for the fact that 
their message to the world is a striking witness to the Lordship of Christ. 


"This message of hope is also a resolve of brotherly love, a call to 
Shape all relationships between Christians in the light of the priestly prayer 
of Jesus, an intercession for those absent, for enemies, for the victims of 
injustice in our times and for all those who do not know Christ," E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM How British Students Heard the Evanston Wlessage 
LT nn a an aaenemeeee SS ear sun-statnies e-stlaeeretinap-ttbpsssons-gn-enssnnaespenenoapursisnssdeanshinndnseterentan ok aa 


"There can be few students in this country, whether in training college or 
university, who have not felt something of the impact of ‘Mission 194), for this 
venture, now in its closing stages, is the biggest enterprise to which the 
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Student Christian Movement of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has set its 
hand." So begins an “encouraging report" of S.C.M.'s "Mission '54" by the Rev, 
Arthur DowJ+-in "The Church of England Newspaper" (November ROTEL A): 


In the past, the S.C.M. has benefited from the holding of "Quadrennials'"' 
- large, five-day gatherings of nearly two thousand students - at which problems 
affecting Chrstian life and witness have been considered. This year, in view 
of the occurrenc3 of the Second Assembly of the World Council of Churches at 
Evanston, in the U.S.A., a different strategy was devised, 


The British S,C.M, determined to undertake a year's mission —"Mission '54" 
as part of which speakers returning from Evanston would tour the colleges and 
universities in this country, carrying with them the Assembly's message. 


The visitors were told that their task was threefold, In addition to pro- 
claiming the message of Evanston they were to "embody in themselves the world- 
wide nature of the Church and its mission" and thus to offer an evangelistic 
challenge, 


The handpicked teams were more than equal to their task, and from their 
diverse national and confessional backgrounds were well fitted to show the 
world-wide mission of the Church, 


London students were able to hear Dr. Martin Niemdller and Dr, Heinrich 
Vogel, of Germany, U Kyaw Than, of Burma, as well as Dr. Leslie Cooke, Dr, 
Kathleen Bliss and Canon Oliver Tomkins, of England. Dr, D,f, Niles, of Ceylon, 
and the Metropolitan Juhanon ilar Thoma "went the Midlardicircuit" before par- 
ting, the one to Scotland and the other to Wales, 


In the period from early October until last week it is estimated that some 
250 to 300 academic institutions had received a visit from at least one church- 
man who was at the Evanston Assembly. 


Though the over-all impact of the visits as part of "llission '54" has yet 
to be finally assessed, general indications are encouraging. Numbers attending 
the meetings were generally good ~ in some centres, Cambridge and Birminghan, 


for example, they were extremel-7 high. E.P.S., Geneva 
NORWAY Government Mey Give Dispensation from Church Membershi —Kequirement 


The Government of Norway issued a public bill, proposing that "under special 
circumstances" dispensation can te granted from the law now requiring member-— 
Ship in the lutheran State Church of all civil servants working in school 
institutions. The bill, which must be discussed and passed by Parliament before 
becoming law, has long been under consideration, Wr, Lange has advocated a 
replacing of the religious instruction, which now is to be given according 
to the lutheran Confession, by a more general unconfessional religious and 
moral education. 


Bight of the nine Norwegian bishops have advised against the new bill, In 
their statements, given to the Government at its request, and now released, 
three of the bishops (Smemo of Oslo, Bjarne Skard of Tunsberg and Ragnvald 
Indrebg of Bjgrgvin) said that any alteration in the old law would "weaken 
the confessional Christien character of our schools". Five of the bishops 
have agreed to the right of dispensation for headmasters of secondary schools, 
but not for directors of teachers’ seminaries. Only one bishop, Kristian 
Schjelderup of Hamar, was willing to go as far as the Government now has gone, 
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In its motivation for the bill, the Government says that only a full right 
of dispensation from the church-membership-requirement "is in harmony with the 
conception of religious freedom now prevalent in this country and with the 
principles in the Jeclaration of ffuman Rights, passed by the United Nations 
in 1949", 


The teachers in primary schools are not considered as civil servants. A 
special law requires, however, membership in a lutheran church of all those 
teachers who actually are giving religious instruction. Both the non-lutheran 
Churches and individuals have asked for repeal of that paragraph, The minister 
of Church Affairs, Mr. Birger Bergersen, recently told the Parliament how- 


ever, that the Government was contemplating no such repeal, E.P.S., Geneva 
KENYA Quakers Launch East African Community Centre 
ee ee can vommunity Centre 


(Nairobi) - The world's two largest Quaker Meetings - one African, the other 
British - played major roles in planning and financing a projected Quaker 
community centishere, several units of which were opened in a ceremony attended 
by leading city and colonial ot Pode oy 


Among the latter were Mayor R.S, Alexander of Nairobi, and Kenya's Minister 
of Health, Housing and Local Government Wilfred Havelock, Mayor Alexander 
said the centre "will fill a long-felt need in Kenya" and that the Nairobi City 
Council will give "fullest Support to any church or religious body carrying 
out health and other welfare programmes in the native areas", 


Although the project, which eventually will provide housing for some 10, 000 
Africans, will not be completed until next July, it was decided to open it 
partially with 70 of its one-room homes finished. The centre is located in 
Nairobi's Doonholm section, generally considered one of Kenya's toughest native 
problem areas, 


Co-spons. rs of the project with the Christian Council of Kenya are the East 
Africa Yearly Meeting of Friends, an all-Negro body with nearly 26,000 members, 
and the Friends Service Society of the London (England) Yearly Weeting, which 
has more than 20,000 members, 


The Kenya Christian Council has made the centre a major part of its general 
programme to involve all churches and religious organizations of Kenya in 
bringing religion and communit development into native areas, 


The East Africa Yearly Meeting was established as an independent Wuaker 
body in 1946 after existing for 52 years as the Africa Mission of the American 
Friends Board of Missions, With headquarters at Kisumu, 2UU miles northwest 
of Nairobi on the shore of Lake Victoria, it now operates 180 Quaker schools 


attended by some 42,0CO native children, E.P.S., Geneva 
INDIA School for Booksellers 
Salem Atala ath fe Wants attend = tebodls 


The first school for the training of Christian booksellers was held in 
Madras under the auspices cf the Christian Literature Society, the India asso- 
Clate of the United Society for Christian Literature, Twenty-two students came 
from Delhi, Nagpur, Hyderabad, Bangalore and other states. viost of the students 
were full-time bookshop managers or assistants and all who came from outstations 
were sent by their organizations for training. This was the first Institute of 
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its kind ever to be -held in India and it is hoped that the idea of tréining 
efficient assistants in the selling of books will spread across Kast Asia, for 
literature is now one of the chief evangelistic arms of the Church, 


The three main leaders were the Rev. Wilfred Scope (the newly appointed 
literature Secretary of the National Chrstian Council), the Rev. Paul Das 
(Secretary of the North India Christian Tract and Book Society, Allahabad), 
and Mr. Philip Penning (the General Secretary of the Christian literature 
Society, Madras). Among the subjects dealt with were: Bookselling as a Christ- 
ian Vocation; How Books are ilade; Publishing and Bookselling in the West and 
in the East; Christian literature for Evangelistic, Pastoral and Youth work; 
Religious Books of Today; Educational Bookselling, and Dealing with Religious 
Periodicals, H.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED STATES Bishop Sherrill Salutes Hundred—Year-—Old YWCA 


The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill, a president of the world Council of 
Churches, addressed the 140U delegates from 48 states attending the World 
Fellowship Service and Centennial Observance of the YWCA at National Cathedral, 
Washington, D.C., on November 7. he said: 


"... Perhaps first of all, if we are to meet the crisis of our times, we 
need burning convictions, This is no time to be neither hot nor cold, for 
whether we like it or not we live within a valley of decision. What do we be-— 
lieve about God, Christ, the Church, the meaning and the purpose of life, the 
sacredness of human personality, the real significance of liberty? In many 
parts of the world these subjects are matters of life and of death, We have 
rightly heard a great deal about the necessity for tolerance, But so often 
tolerance is so. misinterpreted that it no longer stands for understanding 
between those of differing convictions but has come to mean the desirability of 
having no convictions at all... 


"But conviction is not enough, conviction by itself can be hard, cold, and 
is always in danger of being self-righteous... No one individual or group or 
nation has a monopoly on truth, which is many-sided and is infinitely greater 
than the experience or the grasp of any one of USee-. 


"In the recent Assembly of the world Council of Churches at Evanston, this 
was so clearly evident. There were gathered representatives of many r.aces, 
nations, and churches. It made a difference of outlook, of course, whether a 
delegate came from India, Japan, Europe, or from the Americas. Whether you 
were a lutheran, Orthodox, Presbyterdan, Anglican, or of some other yvonfes- 
sion also had an effect upon conviction and attitude, The enheartening and 
somewhat amazing fact was that with all these differences along with humble ex- 
pressions of conviction, there existed withal a compassionate understanding of 
one another because we are the children of God and the disciples of Christ 
faced in general with the same problems, anxieties, and dangers, of a chaotic 
world order. Only through such a spirit can we hope to solve our problems in 
any of the many areas of world tension. We must beware of absolutes for no 
one of us is infallible. Let us never forget that behind the differences of 
governments and of ideologies of race and colour are men, women, boys, and 
girls - people - who have the same fears, aspirations, and hopes as do we,- 


"The Young Women's Christian Assoc. tion through these hundred years has 
emphasized these qualities of sincere witness in word and deed to the worth of 
human personality as shown so clearly in the Gospel of Christ." E,P,5., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Kcumenical Task for Christian Eéeucators 


(Chicago, Ill.) - Religious educators have a major task ahead in explaining 

the World Council of Chure.es to ministers and laymen in local congregations, 

Dr, Arthur Cushman McGiffert said in Chicago, Dr, McGiffert, President of Chicago 
Theological Seminary (Congregational), addressed general secretaries of 
Protestant denominational boards of religious education at their semi-annual 
meeting. 


Dr, Nathaniel Forsyth of Nashville, Associate Secretary cf the Division 
of Local Church, The wlethodist Church, presided at the two-day session 
sponsored by the Division of Christian Education, National Council of Churches, 


"Evanston (Second Assembly of the Wei 4 Council of Churches, August 1954) 
not only gave advice, it also declared it was the churches! duty to become 
evangelizing churches," Dr, MMcGiffert said. Denominational boards should join 
in planning lesson outlines and adult Study courses on the World Council, and 
use all available denominational channels to bring WCC documents and reports 


to individual members, . E.P.S., Geneva 
CHI LE Awakening Interest in the Bible 
wee Be — ae ane rest in the bible 


A Fevival of religious interest in Chile has resulted in crowded evange_ 
listic meetings in large halls and open-air stadiums, and in the s.le by the Bible 
Society there of over 4,000 Bibles in one week, These facts were given in an 
address to the Committee of the British and Foreign Bible Society in London by 
Rev. D.C, Brackenridge, Secretary in Chile to the Society and its American 
counterpart, 


Mr, Brackenridge stated that circulation of the Scriptures in Chile was 
free and unimpeded; it was a country of great opportunity. The circulation in 
1953 was 176,300 volumes of which 16,908 were complete Bibles and 30,032 were 
New Testaments. The Seriptures had been sold in 20 tongues, with Spanish taking 
the lead, followed by English, German, Hebrew, French, Arabic, Greek, Polish, 
Italian, kumanian, Portuguese and Serbian, 


The following incident is Symptomatic of the interest aroused in the 
Scriptures to-day, according to Mr, Brackenridge, "La Nacion", one of the leading 
dailies, in its regular column, called "Notes frcem the Big City", ran this story: 
"Here in the capital - in the heart of Santiago - there is a store which ex- 
hibits only copies of the Bible in all sizes, qualities and versions. They 


_ are printed in Spanish, English, German, italian, Portuguese, Latin, Greek, 


Hebrew, Russian, Arabic, Hungarian, Polish, Bohemian, Slovenian, Danish, Dutch, 
Yiddish, Afrikaans, Japanese and even Esperanto. There is a special edition for 
the blind in Braille; curious copies in Mapuche, the language of our Araucanian 
Indians; others in Aymara and Quechua, The prices vary from 30,50UU pesos. This 

book store is the only one of its kin. in the country," 


"This unsolicited publicity", said wr, Brackenridge, "had very happy effects, 
As a reult of the article many people came seeking Scriptures in various languag— 
€s which they had thought impossible to get in Santiago, and one day a man 
bought and carried off 2U Bibles in 20 different languages to distribute 
among his linguistic friends," E.P.S., Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Share Our Surplus 


An interdenominational service at the Washington Cathedral attended by 
2,50U persons, opened the nationwide "Share Our Surplus" programme being con- 
ducted by Church wiorld Service. Similar services will be held in churches through- 
out the country during the Thakgiving season, and members of the 35 cooper at-— 


ing denominations will be asked to make Special donations so that persons in 

need overseas can obtain suplus food being offered free to religious groups : 
by the U.S. government. C.W.S. leaders said that every dollar given under the : 
"Share Our Surplus" plan will eventually bring about distribution of 2U dollars ' 

worth of food overseas, The food comes from suplus agricultural commodities 

acquired by the government which has offered it tc American voluntary agencies 

who will undertake to distribute it among the needy abroad, 


Distribution is being carried cut by Church World service within the 
ecumenical framework of the Division of Interchurch Aid and Service to Re- 
fugees of the World Council of Churches. Rev. Juhn Metzler and Dr. Reginald 
Helfferich have been placed at the disposal of the Division by Church world 
Service for this purpose, in Burope and Asia respectively. The World Council 
expects to distribute nearly 30,00 tons of the goods during 1955 in European 


countries alone, E.P.S,., Geneva 
ITALY The New Academic Year in the "Unitas Foyer" 
At ALt Fee Oe ee La Une VAL tas! fOver 


(Rome) - The "Unitas Foyer", 83, Piazza della Rovere in Kome, is a Catholic 4 
institute intended to provide a meeting-place for Roman Catholics and other 
Christiansand to give advice and a practical helping hand to any tourist pas- 
Sing through Rome who is interested in church affairs (See E,P.S. No, 44, 1953). 
For the coming winter season the Foyer plans a series of lectures on cultural end 
ecclesiastical issues. The seiies was introduced with a lecture given by Father 
Charles Boyer S.J. on "Dobbiamo pensare ai non Cattolici?" (Do we have to think 
about non-Catholics} ) Other lectures in the programme will deal with the fol- 
lowing subjects: The Ecumenical \iovement; World-wide Ecumenical Activities; the 
Second Assembly of the \.orld Council of Churches at Evanston; the Catholic Church 
and Protestantism in Spain; the Catholic Church and Protestantism in Colombia; 
the Catholic Church in Rumania; Catholicism in the Scandinavian Countries today; 
liberal Thought among the Laity in Italy; Marxist Humanism; the Philosophy of 
Abagnanon and, as a concluding lecture, the Madonna as represented in Art, 
H.P.S., Geneva 


GERMANY society for Co-olperation between Christians and Jews 
Track eden eS eral 2 Er shes eels ach satel a ach ede fated bc mdec ered Aco eid dbs SO 


(Berlin) - On 24 November the "Society for Christian-Jewish Co-operation 
celebrated its fifth anniversary. 


When the Society was gonstituted in 1949, 55 leading personalities from public 
life addressed an appeal to the Berlin population asking for co-operation in the 
spirit of mutual respect. Already after the first public meeting more than 200 
new members representing a cross-section of the Berlin population had been won for 
the society. Today, after the first five years of activity, the number of members 
supporting the aims and purposes of the society and taking part in its work has 
increased to 3,70. Lectures, literary recitals and public meetings are as popular 
as the matinees and concerts of sacred music arranged by the society, At the "Free 
University", Berlin, students! groups for the promotion of Christian-Jewish co- 
operation wsre set up. The society is the initiator of the "Fraternity Week"organ - 


: ‘ , : | 
-ised once a year in Berlin, E.P.5S., Geneva . 
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YMCA Issues Centennial New Year's Greeting 


The following brief New Year's Greeting, signed by Dr. John R. Mott, Ho- 
rorary Life President, and the Vice-Presidents of the World's Alliance of 
YMCAs, is being sent to YMUA memoers all over the world through \icrld 
Communiqué, the Alliance's monthly publication: 


“Wiay the Year of Our Lord 1955, the Centennial Year of the World's Alliance 
of YMCAs, bring rich blessings to all who share in the world-wide Christian 
fellowship and witness of the Young Men's Christian Association, and may we 
and our Movement this year be worthy to be used by God for the extension of 
his Kingdom," 

John R, Mott 


Alfrea Hirs (Europe) 

Charles D, Sherman (Africa) 
Samuel Runganadhan (Asia) 

John B, Frosst (North America) 
C.G, Coates (South America) 


Meeting of the World's Y.W.C.A, Executive Committee 


At its session held at Glicn/iiontreux from November 17 to 28, the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the World's Y,W.C.A, proceeded with the planning cf the 
next world's Y.W.C.A. Council meeting. The Council, which is the legislative 
body of the World's Y.W.C.A., meets every four years in a different country, 
In 1955 it will meet in England, at Hoyal Holloway College, Surrey, from 
September 1 to 16, the British Y.W.C.,A. being the host Association and as- 
suming a major responsibility for the practical arrangements, 
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At the Executive Committee important decisions were taken regarding the 
working agenda of the Council, and the planning of worship, which will re- 
flect the ecumenical character of the movement. A supplementary programme for 
visitors will allow many people who are not delegates or accredited visitors 
toparticipate in certain sessions of the Council and, at cther times, to 
attend meeiings arranged for them-by the British Y.W.C.A, 


The Committee also gave considerable attention to the development of 
Mutual Service projects, to the refugee programme in Kurcpe and the Middle 
East, and to the responsibilities of the World's Y.w.C.A. in international 


affairs. E.P.S., Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA eho Ecumenical Council Proposed 


(Prague} The Bae SAG ots bate to the Second General Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in Evanston met on October 14th in the Comenius 
Faculty in Prague. At the meeting a resclution was adopted that the individ- 
ual participants recommend that the central organs of their churches ftrm an 
Ecumenical Council of member Churches of the World Council of Churches in 
Czechoslovakia, with headquarters in Prague. 


The meeting was attended by: Dean of the Comenius Theological Faculty, 
Dr. J.l, Hromadka; Dean of the Bratislava Theological Faculty Dr. J. Michalko; 
Synodical Senior of the Evangelical Church of Gzech Brethren, Dr, V. Hajek; 
Bishop of the Christian Reformed Church, 1. Varga; Professor K, Gabris of the 
Bratislava Theological Faculty who was representing General Bishop J. Chabada; 
Director of the Jan Hus Theological sepia B, Pospisil, and Secretary of 


the the Synodical Council, L. Broz. E.P.S., Geneva 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Statement of the Baptist Unity 


(Prague) - The Conference of the Baptist Unity, meeting in Prague, issued the 
following Statement: |_ 


"To all brothers, sisters and friends at home and abroad - 
"We, pastors and lay workers of the congregations of the Baptist Unity, 
gathered together on Cctober 29th and 30th, 1954, at a conference in Prague, 


Send sincere fraternal greetings to all brothers, sisters and friends through- 
out the world, 


"We have gathered here, in order once again to visualize, in prayers for 
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, the tasks to which we have been pledged by the 
appeal of last year's conference of the Baptist Unity in Prague: Let your 
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven, 


"In looking back cn our work in the period just elapsed, we have attempted 
to survey the extentto which we have carried out the tasks flowing from the 
appeal for the life of our congregations. 


"We have penitently recognized that our work has had many shortcomings and. 
that we have not always been equal to the tasks with which the Lord has en- 
trusted us. Nevertheless we want to confess our gratitude to God for our having 
been able to accomplish what we have accomplished. Our pastors have, to a great 


_ extent, responsibly and with many prayers prepared for their duties among the 
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brothers and sisters, who have supported them with interest and affection. 

The fruit of this work is the fact that our congregations have a fuller under- 
~ standing of their responsibility to God and for this world. It has become clear 
m to us that if we are to become a light for the world we must do everything on 

| our part so that the Light of the Gospel within us and around us may do away 

; with all obstacles which hinder mutual understanding and friendly co-existence 
: of people and nations. we fear that. as a result of our disobedience to the 

‘ 


command of our Saviour, we may become salt which has lost its savour and a 
light hid under a bushel. 


Gi _ "We rejoice that we may gather around the Wo:4 and Sacrament of God, in- 
spire one another to great goals, aware of the fellowship with the Churches of 
God all across the world. Therefore we Support with our prayers all sincere 
efforts of mankind for the preservation of world peace. At the same time we 
ask all our brothers in the faith at home and abroad, to strive together with 
. us in their prayers anc in their lives, so that through the testimony of our 

'¢ works and deeds the God of Peace may be glorified and so that we may be among 
those to whom apply the words of Christ: Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
shall be called the children of God." | E.P.S., Geneva 


SWITZERLAND. * "Heumenism Comes Home"! 


a (Geneva) - "Evanston has proved that the covenant entered into in 1948 is 

Still valid: she Churches affiliated to the W.C.C, intend to stay together," 
With this statement Professor Henri d'Espine, speaking before the Consistory 
‘ of the Protestant Church at Geneva, on Dec, 4th, 1954, began his report on the 


discussions held during the W.C.C, Second Assembly in Evanston in August this 
year. 


Professor d'Espine, who has just been awarded an honorary degree by Basle 
University, recalled various Stages in the development of the ecumenical movement 
and drew attention especially to its origins in the missions to non-Christian 
lands. "Most convinced of the need for unity", he said, "are the Younger 
Churches which sprang from those missions; for them unity is a matter of life 
and death. But there are two contrasting conceptions within the ecumenical 
movement of the nature of the Church: the conceptions called respectively 
'catholic' and 'protestant'. There is, however, one fact which gives ground for 
hope that they might be reconciled: the union achieved in South India between 
churches of both types. This union in South India has also enabled the Swiss 
churches to find a solution for problems which seemed hitherto insoluble, The 
experiment made in South India vill stimulate other churches to enter upon the 
road to unity, e.g, between the National Church and the Free Church in the Canton 
of Vaud, and in France between the Iutherans and the "Reformed", E,P.S., Geneva 


Rg EE ET IEP LD, 


UNITED KINGDOM "Open Your Doors to Africans at Christmas" 


(London) - An appeal to “hurchpeople to invite African guests into their homes 


_ at Christmas is made by the Archbishop of Canterbury in the current number of 
the Canterbury Diocesan Notes. 


He points ou’ that thousands of Africans, many of them Christians and 
Anglicans, are in England as students or workers, "They are far from their homes, 
ina country strange to them in its climate as in its ways. The Church has a 
duty to help them," 
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FRANCE ’ Bible Exhibition Upens in Paris 


(Paris) - Roman Catholic, Protestant and Jewish leaders participated in cere- 
monies here opening a Bible exhibition organized by the French Bible Alliance, 
Mu. Haag, Prefect of the Department of the Seine, presided at the ceremonies, 
Participating were Auxiliary Bishop Georges Chevrot of Paris; Pastor Mare 
Boegner, President of the French Protestant Federation; and Dr. Jacob Kaplan, 
Grand Kabbi of Paris. 


The oldest item in the exhibit-.is the cuneiform Tell Hl Amarna tablet dating 
from about 1400 B.C, It was one of a series of letters exchanged between Pharaoh 
Amenophis IV, author of "Hymn to the Sun" (traces of which are found in the 
104th Psalm) and a minor Egyptian prince. Also included are several 14th 
century manuscript rolls used in synagogues, an Sthiopian manuscript of the 
15th centirty, the first Bible printed in Paris (1476), and the first edition 
of the New Testament printed at Lyons in 1477. The modern section features a 
16-volume Braille Bible and translations into Icelandic, Eskimo, Japanese, 


Tibetan and Zulu. #,.F.S., Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Johannesburg bishop Orders Closing of Mission Schools 


(Johannesburg) - Dr. Richard Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, 
has ordered all of the Church's 23 mission schools in Southern Transvaal closed 
down by next April 1. The schools serve some lo,ooo Negro pupils. 


The action was taken because under the new Bantu Education Act (see E.P.S, 
No, 22) the schools could be kept open after that date only if they relegated 
the students "to a status of permanent inferiority". "The decis ion to close 
the schocls rather than cooperate with the government in the terms of the law 
is dictated by conscience, " Bishop Heeves said. "No education at all is better 
than the wrong kind of education," 


The Synod of the Johannesburg Anglican Diocese recently condemned the educa- 
tion law and the Native kesettlement Act as dual evidences of the South African 
government's determination tc impose its basic apartheid (segregation) policies 
on the country. Similar action was taken by Methodist Church of South Africa, 
the Baptist Union of South Africa and the South African Baptist Missionary 
Society. The statements agreed in describing apartheid as "contrary tc the will 
of God" and "in conflict with Christian standards". Harlier, the Koman Catholic 


bishops of the country attacked the Bantu Hducation Act. B.P.5., Geneva 
SWwLITZBRLAND Church Cooperation Against Obscene Literature 


(Olten) - A conference held on 27 November 1954 in Ulten (Switzerland) was 
convened by the three National Ghurches of Switzerland. 60 delegates, repre- 


_ senting the Swiss Protestant Church Federation, the Koman Catholic Church and 


the Old Catholic Church, as well as representatives of church youth organisations, 
Christian teachers' associations and other bodies of educators appealed to the 
Swiss public to combat the flood of "low and obscene literature mostly coming 
in from abroad", "By virtue of their role as guardians and conscious of their 
responsibility for the physical and mental health of the young", the delegates 


said, "the churches feel called to raise their voice", Calling upon the state, 


teachers, and parents to join together in combatting this evil, the church 
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so | | | 
‘ 
; leaders said: "The representatives of the three national churches appeal to 
} the Swiss people to do all in their power to render this service to Swiss 


youth and to the whole nation," | E.P.S., Geneva 


A GERMANY Exchange of Pastors Between East and West Germany Urged 


The conference of the Evangelical Church in Germany, a body consisting 
of the leading churchmen from all German Evangelical churches (Landeskirche), 
at its November-neeting in Berlin protested against recent measures in the German 
Democratic Republic which make the exchange of pastors and theological students 
across zonal frontiers increasingly difficult. 


A resolution issued by the church conference Says among other things: 


{ "The member churches of the Evangelical Church in Germany consider it 

; their duty to promote to the best of their ability the exchange of pastors and 
theological students’ between the German Federal Republic and the German Demo- 
cratic Republic. we note, however, with regret that government authorities in 
‘ the Gercen Democratic Republic deny pastors from western Germany permission 

i, to visit and forbid them to preach. The church conference requests that steps 
_ be taken to combat any attempt to hinder the exchange between churches. The 

_ preaching of the Gospel is and will always be a Church matter. Care must be 

+ taken to prevent any government official from interfering in this matter, With 
regard to the German Federal Kepublic, the Church urges that the freedom to 
preach the Gospel granted at all times to pastors from congregations in the 


I 


_ German Democratic Republic, be continued," E.P.S., Geneva 
' (U.S.S.R. impressions of a Finnish Visitor 
% In the summer of this year a mixed delegation of lutheran and Orthodox 


Ewe 
el 


church representatives from Finland visited the Soviet Union. In an article 
published in the "Journal of the Moscow Patriarchate", (issue No. 10 of October 
1954), the Rev, Mauno Maekinen, a lutheran, writes: 


‘ees t- 


¥ 


"The participation in several services of worship made it clear to us that 
those present followed them attentively and devotedly and were genuine ad- 
herents of their faith, I had known before that churches were not restricted in 
their activities. Everywhere 1 noticed the interest shown by people of all 


ages in the services of worship, although worshippers were not as numerous in 
all the churches. 
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"Personal impressions and observations are, however, more important than 
Statistics, Very interesting was the visit we paid in Moscow to the Baptist 
Congregation. In their community centre I found that a large number of young 
people had gathered together for worship, 


pA eis 


"With regard to the clergy I could not help noticing that the average gap ah 
in age between the various priests is about 20 years. There is rather a large 
| number of young priests about 30 years old, They carry on the work of older 
_ priests when these die. The tasks which the local priests have to fulfil are 
_ varied and numerous. I noted with interest that every church community had a 
small car at its disposal, 


Life in the age-old Georgian (Grusinian) church is also very active; ca fer 

as loyalty to their faith goes, the Georgians are in no way behind the other 
churches, There were, however, no young people being trained for the priesthood: in 
this church,nor has this church a theological seminary of its own," E.P,S., Geneva 
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Clear Distinction of Confirmation.. 


UNITED STATES Third General Assembly of the National Council cf Churches 


(Boston) - The Third General Assembly of the National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. ended on December 3, The sessions were attended by some 
2,000 leaders of the Council's 30 Protestant, Anglican and Fastern Orthodox 
Communions with the 650 voting Assembly delegates and other guests of the Coun- 
“ee ae 


Dr, Hugene Carson Blake, of Philadelphia, Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.4., was elected President of the Council for the next three years. 
Dr, Blake will be the third president of the National Council. The Rt. Rev, 
Henry Knox Sherrill (Protestant Episcopal Church) was the first, and Bishop 
William C, Martin (Methodist Church) the second. Bishop D. ward Nichols, New 


York, (African wiethodist Hpiscopal) is a Vice President and Vice Chairman of the 
General Board. Charles E. wilson (American Baptist) was re-elected Treasurer, 
and John H, Platt, Chicago (Presbyterian, U.S.A.) Associate Treasurer, Ralph M, 
Arkush, New York (Russian Orthodox) is Recording Secretary. Dr, Roy G, Ross, 
General Secret.ry, and Dr, Roswell P. Barnes, Associate General Secretary, were 
re-elestec, 


During the meetings a statement on "The State of the Churches" was delivered 
jointly by the Council's administrative heads, the Rev, Dr. Ross, and the sev, 
Dr. Barnes, cautioning that, "The world's standards of evaluation and tables 
of measurement do not provide the basic criteria for judging the churches; it 
is not required of them that they be successful by the world's standards, but 
only that they be faithful. The event is with God," 


The report points out: "More than 94 millions of the people of our nation 
are members of churches (or synagogues), wiore than 30 millions of new members 
have been added in the past 14 years. A century ago one out of six Americans 
Was a church member, Today the ratio is six out of ten. Since 1920 church member- 
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ship has increased four times as fast as the population; it has doubled while 
the population increased by 50%. The churches which are represented in this 
Assembly have 35,542,367 members. This constitutes 63 % of the Protestant and 
Orthodox church membership, 38 % of the total church membership, and 22 % of the 
total popualation of the nation," | 


The report then points out the need for further information to supplement 
these statistics, e.g.: "Proportion of church members who worship regularly in 
their churches; what kinds of people now worship in our churches - the spread 
among age groupings, occupations, and economic and social strata, or why 
people go to church as between their sense of need for personal spiritual 
renewal, social pressure, the responsibility for Christian parenthood and other - 
factors, 


a ie re uae 


Speaking about "The Churches Face Our Changing Society", the report says: 

"We are living in an age of unprecedented change - unprecedented in speed, 

scope and complexity. This generation is accustomed to technological change; 
' but our scientists and industrialists tell us that the advance of technology 
} in the years just ahead will dwarf anything we have experienced in the last 
5 fifty years. The sociologist and psychologist both tell us that change is essential 
} to growth, that social disorganization is merely a part of the process of change 

| whereby a society either disintegrates oz struggles through to a new order and 
a new strength, 


Se hem, te 


7, 


‘The churches realize that in a time of change they must ‘re found at the 
centre of life and at the creative edges of our culture. They understand that 
& good measure of their spiritual v..tality is the extent of their involvement 
in creative change ~ the extent to which their voices are heard where ideas 


are formulated, standards are adopted and decisi >i are made," 


On the last day of its session, the General Assembly halted its proceedings 
to pray for the recovery of Pope Pius XII, Later, it adopted by standing vote a 
message of sympathy to be transmitted to Vatican City through Archbishop Richard 
J. Cushing of Boston, The message said: "The National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A., in assembly at Boston, prays Almighty God that His 
healing grace may sustain Pope Pius XII in his hour of Ae OSine and expresses 
its sympathy with Roman Catholic friends in their anxiety over the illness of 
their spiritual leader,!! 


4 The Council issued Messages to the Churches, the Clergy and Laity, and the 
> World wide Fellowship, Lhe iia Geneva — 


BELCIAN CONGO | Consultative Council of the Church of Christ Proposed 
PEL AN VUNG eet eric of Christ Proposed 


The October issue of the "Congo Mission News" tells of the meeting of a 
_ preparatory conference for a "Consultative Council of the Church of Christ in 
the Congo", The Congo Protestant Council which unites séveral missions in the 
country had according to-the article felt "that the time had now come to initiate 
contacts on a wider and more comprehensive scale, in order to bring home to 
members of the Church of Christ, scattered through this vast territory, their 
_— intercependence and essential fellowship in the wtlaster,™ | 


The representation at this preparatory conference did not speak officially 
_ for the mission bodies from which their Churches had grown but were rather 
_ indivicuals representing their Churches, As a resuit of their deliberations 
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they adopted several resolutions among which are the following: 


- Based on the Word of our Master, who said, "that ye all may be one, as 
1 and the Father are one" it is our faith in Jesus Christ that unites us, 
Every Mission should do its utmost to strengthen this bond, and to build 
up ONE Church whose only Head is the Lord Jesus Christ. 


~- A Christian Council should be established, This council would endeavour 
to develop understanding and agreement between local churches of the 
various Mlissions with those of other Missions. The Council would organise 
Conferences to this end... 


- Every effort should be made for an interchange of visits between pastors 
and laymen of the various ilissions. 


- Churches should aid each other, materially and spiritually, to the best 
of their ability... 


In adopting these resolutions the Conference expressed its feeling that 
their implementation would advance the unity of the Church of Christ in the 
Congo. The Conference chose six men to meet with the Congo Protestant Council 


at its next meeting. E.P.S., Geneva 
SOUTH AFRICA Norwegian Mission Society Keeps Schools Open 


The Norwegian Mission Society in Zululand and Natal has decided to hand 
over its primary schools to the government. In a statement explaining their action 

they say: "We deeply regret the fact that we have to hand over the control of 

our schoglis, but as missionaries we cannot close our schcols, as we have been 

called by God to serve Him among the Bantu people and we must first consider the 
welfare of this people. ie know that thousands of Bantu children will have no 
educational facilities if we close down our schools. This we cannot do. Therefore 

we are forced by our convictions and God-given duty concerning the welfare of 

the Bantu Community Organizations," 


The Mission society also expressed its "deep regret... that the state will 
no longer entrust the Missions with their educational programme...", 1t feels, 
too, "that we cannot accept all of the principles of the Bantu Education Act 

as stated by the Minister of Native affairs in his statement made in the Senate 
of the Parliament of the Union of South Africa on June 7, 1954", The Mission . 
_ thinks that "successful integration took place between the missionary education 
influence and the Bantu communities" and expresses concern at the great influence 
that Chiefs and their councillors will have in the new scheme of Bantu Education, 
Most of these tribal leaders are heathen, 


Under the South African Government's Bantu Education Act, all subsidies 
are being withdrawn from private schools in the Bantu areas unless the private 
school supplies 25 * of its maintenance cost. Because of the Act, most missiona 
must either close their’schools or hand them over to the Government and its 
local organizations. (See also E.P.S, No.22 and 51, 1954) E.P.S., Geneva 


UNITED KINGDOM ad wihe Appeal in View of the Church Situation in South Africa 


_ (London) - The Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (Anglican) has launched 
_. 4n appeal to its members to support a fund which will make it possible for the 
_ Church’ in South Africa to carry on its work. This emergency fund will help to 
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make good the loss of the mission schools, 


"The recent policy of the Government of South Africa", writes the "Church 
of England Newspaper" (December 3rd) in an article on the South African Appeal 
; of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, “has directly affected the 
7 Church in the clauses of the Bantu Education Act, which has closed many mission 
. schools, and denied Africans more than the rudiments of education; while clergy 
now go in danger of losing their incumbencies if they raise their voices in cri- 
ticism, or even in dissent with the idea of apartheid." 


The Society's message reads as follows: 


i a ae 


"The Society is ready to receive, from now on... special contributions to a 
South Africa Emergency Fund, which can be sent out in the near future to strengthen 
and encourage the bishops of the Province, 


rr 
~ 


"As the new needs of the Church in South Africa become more accurately de- 
fined, the Society will see that its supporters are informed, 1t is clear, how- 
ever, that the essential new work which a substantial Emergency Fund could 
initiate, must be assured of steady backing for a period to permit it to become 
established, S.P.G. is already responsible for supplying to South Africa over 
€ 60,000 per annum. 


ar OP PP ee ey ee 


"The Society, therefore, also appeals for sacrificial giving. to its Gene- 
ral Fund, and Medical Missions General Fund, that they may be greatly increased 
year by year, that new work started by the South Africa imergency Fand may thus 
be pas atned. : B.P.S., Geneva 


HUNGARY Evanston Message Delivered to Hungarian Congregations 


(Budapest) - The Message of the Evanston Assembly has been sent to pastors in 
all parishes of the hungarian Protestant-Churches, and was read to the ccngre- 
gations. An accompanying letter issued by the Evanston delegates, bishops 
Albert Bereczky, John Péter, and Dean Ladislas Pap reads in part as follows: 


"We have been glad to bring home from the Evanston Assembly the message — 
of the world Council of Vhurches tc the member churches, in order that we may 
convey it to the congregations... Wwe express our heartfelt thanks for the love 
Ber-of the congregations and for the prayers offered for our services and for the 
' Evanston Assembly. It is gratifying to see that concern and responsibility for 
> the reconciliation of the peoples are increasing in the Churches. The Evanston 
_ Assembly was a modest but definitely Christian contribution to the lessening of 
_ the tensions in our divided world, To this end we wished to contribute when, 
' with brotherly love, we invited the entire Central Committee of the World Council 


of Churches to hold one of its next sessions in Hungary...". E,P.s., Geneva 
‘JAPAN | | _ New Inland Sea lission by a Gospel Ship a 
(Tokyo ) - The children in the Sunday Schools of the United Church of Christ ated 


- (Kyodan) have dedicated their Christmas offerings this year to the evangelistic 
work of the Japan inland Sea siission which has been carried out for fifty years 
by a Gospel Ship called the "Fukuin waru", It is used to reach the children and 
people on the five hundred tiny islands scattered arcund the Inland Seas Shortly 
before the war, however, the work was discontinued and the ship sold. Three years 
_ ago the churches that had been started around the Inland Sea joined together to 
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build a new "Fukuin Maru", as a grateful tribute to the work that had been done, 
The new ship is large enough to hold the pastor, the crew of two and the equip- 
ment for audio-visual evangelism; it can also carry fifty to sixty children, 


E.P.S., Geneva 


JAPAN A New Hymn—Book 


(Tokyo) - This Christmas season marks the publication of a new Japanese hymn- 
book. Five years ago the Hymnal Commission was asked to make a study of the 
hymnal they found that over a third of the hymns in the former hymnal 


(published 23 years ago) are rarely used either because the tunes are not popular, 
or the words are too difficult, 


In the New Hymn—Book 155 of the old hymns have been replaced by 117 new hymns, 
The trend has been to include more Japanese Christian Hymns. Terminology which 
is archaic or has no meaning to the average Japanese has been replaced by words 
from the Japanese vernacular ("Shu'" or Lord has replaced the term "Jehova"), 


The most controversial aspect of the new publication which may stand in the 
way of its rapid adoption is that the Japanese words are printed across the 
page from left to right instead of the usual top to bottom system. The "Japan 
Christian Activity News", published by the National Christian Council cof Japan, 
. @xpress the hope "that the younger generation will gladly take to the new edition 
and will graaually bring about its adoption", though "rural and older people 
will find it difficult to adopt this new system,'! 


E,P.S,, Geneva 


UNITED «INGDOM Three New "World Christian Books" 
(London) - The Lutterworth Press (London) is preparing three further issues 

in the "World Christian Books" series edited by Bishop Stephen Neill and sponsored 
by the international Missionary Council (see HeP.S, No. 44). The books which | 
will be ready in January are: "Mark's Witness. to Jesus Christ", by Eduard Lohse, 
Assistant to the Professor of New Testament in the Johannes-Gutenberg University, 
Mainz; "Christianity and Science", by Dr. Charles Raven, late Vice-Chancellor of 
_ Cambridge University; and a study by Dr. Kobert S, Paul, Assistant Virector of 


the itcumenical +nstitute at Bossey, on Uliver Cromwell, E.P,S., Geneva 


" G&xMANY ~ Clear Distinction Between Confirmation in Church and secular "Dedication 
ee SUCTION BD OtWEON Vonfirmat 


: of the young", 
(Berlin) - Foundation of a "Central Committee for the ‘dedication of the young! 
celebrations in the German Vemocratic hepublic" set up to induce all young people, » 
‘whatever their religious beliefs" to participate in this ‘youth dedication! on 
_leaving school, has caused leading churchmen in the soviet zone tc recall to parents 
| and young people the distinct difference between confirmation in church and "youth 

' dedication’, Church leaders in “ecklenburg anu Serlin-brandenburg drew attention 
_ to certain current church regulations. "Children participating in any rite _ 
_ contrary in spfritto confirmation in church will not be accepted as candidates 


~ for confirmation," runs one of the church rules existing in Berlin-brandenburg. 


m. - The church statement says among other things: 


We are in perfect agreement with ecnvinced adherents of Marxism-Leninism 
when we say that Christian faith and Marxist ideology are diametrically and irre- 
concillably opposed to each other." Hence the VUhurch had toinsist ona cle r 


/,distinction between confirmation in church and a secular 'dedication of the young’, 
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All evangelical Christians, in particular candidates for confirmation, are called 
to witness joyfully and fearlessly to their Christian faith," ccncludes the state- 


ment. H,P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Fourth Synagogue consecrated in the German Democratic Republic 


(Magdeburg) - In the pres-nce of Evangelical and Koman-Catholic church represent- 
atives the fourth Synagogue in the Soviet zone has been consecrated in Magde- 
burg. the old Synagogue had been destroyed by Hitler's national-socialists 


during the anti-Jewsish riots in 1938. B.P.S., Geneva 
UNITED STATES Disciples of Christ Assembly 


(liiami) - According to the December 1954 issue of the "World Call", International 
Magazine for Disciples of Christ, "the sliami Assembly of the lntenational Con- 
vention of Disciples of Christ, Uctober 25-31, with its emphasis on Christian unity 
and recognition of the increasing need of integration in the strategy of world 
missions, is expected to prove a turning point in the history of the brotherhood," 


Reporting on the proceedings of the miami Assembly the monthly goes on: 
"In a striking change of name, the agency responsible for the cause of Christian 
unity on behalf of Disciples will henceforth be known as the Council on Christian 
Unity... Certain structural changes were approved which express the renewed 
emphasis of common counsel that will characterize the Council, formerly known 
as the Association for the Promotion of Christian Unity." 


Peoria iy B, Montgomery, president of the College of the Bible, Lexington, 
Ky., Was unanimously elected president of the International Convention, 
H.P.S., Geneva 


Unum Corpus Sumus in Christo 


Under this heading the World's Evangelicak: Alliance makes an appeal to 
observe the annual World Week of Prayer in 1955. (This Week of Prayer has been 
organised by the Alliance ever since it was founded in 1846.)The dates set aside 
for this Week of Prayer are those of Jan. 2-9, 1955, or any other date in 
January, if preferred. 


The call to prayer begins with the following affirmations: 


"In 1955 the Universal Week of Prayer will be observed for the 109th year 
in succession. Throughout the course of the past century and more the call to 
united intercession during the first week of the new year has met with a wide 
response on the part of the Lord's people, who in the fellowship of prayer have 
been drawn nearer to him as well as te one another. 


"The topics for prayer in 1955 are centred upon the Person and Work of the 
Holy Spirit of God, We are to be reminded as we pray of the infinite resources 
of the Spirit for the Church cf God and of His ceaseless ministry and sovereign 
power as the Lord, the Giver of Life. 


The blessingof the Holy Spirit is the heritage of the praying church. Let 
' us thei, in this strategic hour in the history of mankind, humbly seek for the 
_ whole Church of Christ the fulness of the Pentecostal gift, and pray that through 
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“4 the witness of a Renewed and consecrated people all the ends of the earth may see 
‘ the salvation of our God." 


i Subjects suggested for daily prayer are: "The Spirit and the World - The 
Spirit and the Saviour - The Spirit and the Church - The Spirit and the Christian 


- The Spirit and the Word ~ The Spirit and Revival," 
; The following prayer will close the 1955 week: 
; For all Church members who are nominal Christians without a living experience 
of Christ or an assured and contagious witness to others. 
a For all pastors, evangelists and lay leaders that they may be revived and 
F kindled so as to give an effective lead to the Churches. 
For a vast and victorious renewal of the Springs of faith and devotion 
among Christians everywhere, ge 
H.P.S,, Geneva 
. 
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SOUTH AFRICA Inter-Racial Conference of Church Leaders Breaks New Ground 


(Johannesburg) - The Inter-Racial Conference of Church Leaders held in 
Johannesburg December 7-10 (see E.P.S,. No. 49) broke new ground in both race 
relations and church cooperation. All the Churches (except the Roman Catholic) 
- including Afrikaans-speaking, English-speaking, Native African and Coloured - 
came together for three days to face common problems. Of approximately 200 de- 
legates 60 were from the Bantu (Native African) Churches, 


The conference was planned and convened by the Dutch Reformed Church, the 
largest denomination, which embraces about half of all the Christians of European 
background, The co-chairmen were Dr. C.B, Brink, Moderator of the Dutch Reformed 
Church of Transvaal, and the Most Reverend Geoffrey Clayton, Archbishop of the 
Church of the Province (Anglican), 


| The holding of the conference was in its-lf a remarkable achievement. Up 

to the present time there has been no organ of consultation or cooperation among 
all these Churches, In view of these separations, this unhurried consultation 
among all the groups is regarded in South Africa (to quote an Afrikaner pastor) 
as "almost a miracle", 


The theme of the conference was "the extension of the Kingdom of God in 
multi-racial South Africa." The most unifying element in the discussions was 
the common concern for more effective missionary work among the non-Christian 
half of the Bantu people. One of the grave missionary problems which both the 
white and the Bantu Churches face is the rapid spread of new and bizarre Se- 
paratist sects among the Natives. No fewer than 1,237 of these Separatist groups 
having sometimes only nominal connections with Christians are known and others 
are springing up almost every month. Most of them are very small, often con- 
Sisting o£ only a hundred or so members, but they constitute a serious obstacle 
to the growth of the historic Churches, 


The main constructive outcome of the conference was the unanimous decision 
to create a Continuation Committee as a permanent agency of consultation and 
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cooperation in such matters as the participating Churches may agree upon. The 
Continuation Committee consists of seven members, representing the English- 
speaking, the Afrikaans-speaking, and the Bantu Churches, It is instructed to 
arrange a similar conference at least once in every three years. The Continuation 
Committee has been given authority to. convene consultations on specific matters, 
to explore the formation of inter-church study groups to study the practicability 
of inter-denominational training for Bantu church workers, and to initiate a 
discussion with the Separatist groups among the Bantu, 


Among other proposals approved hv the conference were the holding of an 
annual evangelistic campaign simultaneously by the Churches, and a request to 
the government to provide an additional expenditure of ten million pounds 


annually for the social, educational, economic and industrial development of 
the Bantu and Coloured communities. 


The conference adopted several resolutions from which we quote the following 
passages: 


"Realizing the call that we have as Ministers of the Church of Christ to 
avow and demonstrate our unity to the world, we, thé delegates of the various 
denominations hereby declare: 


That we recognise and accept one another as brothers in Christ and avow 
our unity in Him; that ve, recognizing that our common history and the circum- 
stances in which we find ourselves account for the existence of our various 
denominations, acknowledge that each seeks to expand and serve the Kingdom of 
God sincerely and devoutly; that we undertake to strive for and use every orport- 
unity to practise the fellowship of believers to which we are called... 


This Conference considers that the transfer of Bantu education to the State 
places a great responsibility on the Church to concentrate on religious edu- 
cation of all young Bantu people, and recommends that Sunday School, Student 
Christian Association: aad young peoples work be strengthened, 


This Conference suggests that throughout South Africa an evangelistic 
campaign be held at a certain period every year by means of: 


A call to prayer to the differoat Churches and Wlissionary Societies in our 
country to pray for the extension of God's Kingdom in multi-racial South Africa; 


_ exchange of pulpits (and other measures), 


The Conference calls on all Christian persons to regard and treat every 
human being with the honour and respect to which we are committed as Christians, 


and to use every Opportunity to come into real Christian fellowship with one 


another... 


This Conference calls upon all Church representatives here present to 
return to their respective Churches and urge them to meet the challenge to the 
Churches in the spirit of the consultations that have taken place here," 


The Conference commanded considerable public interest, It was opened with 
an address of welcome by the Governor-General of the Union of South Africa, 


Dr. E.G, Jansen, The newspapers carried reports of the more important dis- 


cussions. E.P.S., Geneva 


\ 
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NORWAY Letter to Church and People 


(Oslo) - For the first time in four years the Norwegian bishops from their 
annual conference have sent a joint "Letter to Church and People", dealing with 
spiritual and other questions facing the Church in the present situation. The 
letter is signed by eight of the nine bishops, It deals in three parts with the 
Message, the relationship between Church and State, and the future of the Church, 


AS the bishops affirm, "the Message has two aspects. One is the Law... 
Because we do not respect the spiritual and moral law of God set for man's Lure; 
we are living closer than ever to despair and ruin, In this situation the Church 
should not be blamed for calling the people to listen to and respect the law of 
God. On the contrary, it should be blamed if it did not warn and urge as it is 
called to do... No walks of life can be leftoutside the light of the Law of God... 
We admit that we have fallen short in proclaiming the other aspect of the Message - 
the Gospel of the saving love of God in Jesus Christ. Christ did not come to clain, 
but to give, not to be served, but to serve, not to judge, but to save... God alone 
knows how many rose in protest against this Message because they were defying the 
truth and their own conscience, and how many did so because the Message was 
preached without the love penetrating it...", 


On the relationship between the Church and the State the letter reads in 
part as follows: ",.,1t must openly be admitted that the postwar time has put 
considerable strain upon the relationship between Church and State in Norway... 
AS representatives of our Uhurch we will never cease to trace out the guilt we 
may have in the difficulties we are facing. One thing, however, we know for sure: 
It is “cr the best, not only of the Church, but also of the people, that the 
Church is spiritually fre of all earthly authorities to serve in obedience the 
one Heavenly Father and his word...", 


In conclusion, the bishops join to pointout that the Church cannot and must 
not maintain a mere protesting attitude. The Church must be positive in its 
preaching and its service, "The main concern of the Church can never be the State - 
Church relationship, though this may be a real problem, or the correct conceptions 
of specific points as to God's last judgment... The main concern of the Church 
is to know the situation of those men and women who need help and to know it as 
clearly as it knows the help which is to be given to them." For the Church, the 
present situation means "a challenge and a chance to which the Church must give 
a true answer in living faith and active service. Ask much of the Church. Both 
God and the people have every right to do so. But do not ask for anything but for 
what God is asking for. Be expecting from His Church that it shall be a faithful 
_ Steward of His Law and His Gospel. He is expecting living faith and active service," 
B.P.S., Geneva 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA Protestant Churches Approach Christians of the World on German Problen 


' (Prague) - "At the Second General Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
(Evanston 1954) we pledged to exercise our influence on the statesmen of our 
countries so that they do not cease discussing in common the difficult inter- 
national questions and that they may seek their peaceful solution," 


With these words begins a letter Signed by the representatives of the Pro- 
testant Churches in Czechoslovakia adressed to their "German brethren, and in- 
deed all Christians of the world," 


"In these moments which, in our opinion, are a decisive turning point in 
the history of our nations and of all mankind, profoundly disquieted by the 
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development of present, international events, we address ourselves to you, as 
Brothers in Christ, in order to share with you our fears and our tasks", the 
letter goes on to say. "In the last few days we again had the opportunity of 
observing serious efforts of statesmen who were discussing the peaceful co- 
existence of European nations and the peaceful solution of the German question 
as well as the difficulties which lie in the path of the unification of Germany - 
and therefore we believe that this appeal is fully justified. We who are united 
with the German people by centuries of the Heformation heritage desire nothing 
so ardently as for the consequences of the Second world war to be done away with 
and for a united Germany to take her rightful place in the family of peaceloving 
nations, But for this it is necessary not only for all people of good will, but 
especially the Christians, to do everything in order that a rearming of Western 
Germany be prevented...". 


The authors of the letter say they are in agreement with "the representatives 
of German Protestantism" regarding their "outlook on the present situation". They 
also affirm that "it is necessary for all Christian churches, and especially 
their leading representatives, to address and urgent peace appeal to the govern— 
ments of their nations and ee eees remind them of their prime aA at 


in this question." E.P.S., Geneva 
GREECE 7 An Orthodox Comment on Evanston 


(Athens) - "Do you think that the Reseabty of the World Council of Churches 
held in Evanston in August 1954 had fruitful results from the Orthodox 

point of view?" To this and the following questions Prof. P. Trembellas of the 
University of Athens according to the Greek periodical "Anaplassis"! (October - 
15, 1954) gives the following reply: 


"] can confirm that, thanks to God, this Assembly had as a result agree~ 
ment between all the Orthodox representatives of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the Patriarchate of Antioch, the Russians of America anda France, and the Greek 
Orthodox of America, This agreement resulted in the delivering to the full house 
of the Assembly of two declarations, in which the Orthodox belieffs were stated 
clearly in, dis tinction to the Protestant ones. In these messages it was declared 
among other at in spite of the schisms which separate it, the one and holy 
Apostolic Church has not ceased to exist; that for its reunion we should re- 
establish the tradition of the Church of the seven Ecumenical Synods;that the 
preservation of this tradition by us is not due to our deserving it but to God's 
Providence to keep His treasure as a sign of His Divine Power, These two de- 
clarations were read on behalf of all the Orthodox by the Archbishop of America, 
Michael." : 


When asked about "Evanston decisions which are of interest from the Urthodox 
point of view" the professor said: "Chiefly, it was decided for our Orthodox 
message not only to be included in the Assembly's minutes, but to be sent to the 
Churches with the other messages of the Assembly, as representing the Orthodox 
beliefs, The first declarations made a very good impression to the Assembly, 


_ who applauded the Archbishop, The second message was heard with a relative 


_ discontent. But, in conversation, the most conservative of the Anglicans ex- 
pressed satisfaction on the matter," 


Of the "participation of the Orthodox Church in similar Assemblies in 
the future" Professor Trembellas has the following opinion: "I think that the 
Orthodox Church should participate in them, but on one condition: that its 
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representatives should get duly prepared in advance in order to be fully aware 
of the problems which will be discussed and in this way to be able to formulate 
the Orthodox belief clearly during the discussions, It would be a crime to let 
them participate and remain silent after the question: ‘Is there any objection?’ 
at the differont sections because this silence is of course interpreted as a 


consent," B.P.S., Geneva 
SWITZERLAND Marked Progress in Church Television Programmes 


On the 12th of December 1954 the television networks in Belgium, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands, and Switzerland, co-operating in the 
inter-Huropean television programme "Eurovision", for the first time transmitted 
a television service from Switzerland. The service was televised from St. Peter's 
Cathedral, Geneva, the church where Calvin used to preach. The Rev. Dr. Robert 
Mackie, Director of the Division of Inter-church Aid and Service to Refugees of 
the World Council of Churches, preached the sermon in English. Professor Henri 
d'Espine, the newly appointed president of the Federation of Swiss Prtoestant 
Churches, conducted the opening part of the service in French. The concluding 
parts were heard in-German, read by the Rev. Ernst Meyer, pastor of the Swiss- 
German Protestant community in Geneva, 


This was the second successful television broadcast within a fortnight 
of a worship service held in Switzerland. On the first Sunday in Advent Radio 
Zurich had televised a complete Reformed service of worship. A Roman-Catholic 
mass was also televised in Switzerland on the last Sunday in October. 

E.P.S., Geneva 


* 


RECTIFICATION 


In its number 51 of 1Oth December 1954, E.P.S. published a report on 
ecumenism in Switzerland together with a quotation from an address given by 
Professor Henri d'Espine. We are requested to substitute the following paragraph, 
summing up Professor d'Espine's view, for the words attributed to him in the 
E.P.S, report: 


Professor d'Espine then pointed to the lesson which could be drawn from 
the union of the Church of South-India, The problems existing in Switzerland 
are those arising out of separations between the national churches and the free 
churches. Unions realised elsewhere are an encouragement to the Swiss churches. 
Generally speaking, the first problem to be tackled should be the union of 
closely related churches, e.g. the problem of the relations between Lutherans 
and Reformed, whose separations in certain countries discredit the work of God. 

By Petey. EMO Va. 
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